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In  "  The  East  Shot,"  wliith  a|ipc;tn.vl  only  a  few 
months  bctorc  the  (irc.it  War  l)i_u;,iii,  drawing  troni 
iiiv  cxpcriciico  ifi  many  wars,  1  attempted  to  describe 
the  character  nt  a  coiilli>.'t  hctneiii  two  threat  luiropcan 
land-powers,  sueli  as  1  r;uHe  and  Cjermanv. 

\  ou  were  v,Toii;r  In  some  ways."  a  frieni.1  writes 
to  ine,  "  but  in  oiher  ways  it  is  .ilrnost  as  if  yau  had 
written  a  pKiy  and  they  were  I'ollowin;;  your  script 
and  stage  business." 

Wronjj;  as  to  the  duration  of  the  stru^'^Ie  and  Its 
bitterness;  ri;^ht  about  the  part  which  artiiier\  wouhl 
play;  ri.uht  in  su^Ljestin^'  the  stalemate  of  intrendi- 
ments  when  \ast  masses  ot  troops  occupied  the  length 
of  a  frontier,  llad  the  (iermans  not  j^one  through 
lJel;;!um  and  attacketl  on  the  shorter  V\nc  of  the  !■  ranco- 
Cjerman  boundary,  the  parallel  of  f.ict  with  that  of 
prediction  wouUi  have  been  more  complete.  As  for 
the  ide;d  of  '"  I  he  East  Siiot,"  we  must  await  the  i)ut- 
C(jt,ie  to  see  Irow  far  it  shall  be  fuliilled  by  a  lasting 
peace. 

1  hen  mv  friend  asks.  "  I  low  d(jes  it  make  you 
feel.'"  Not  as  a  [irophet;  only  as  an  eager  ob- 
server, who  tinds  that  imagination  pales  beside  reality. 
It  sometimes  :in  incident  seemed  a  page  out  of  iny 
noxel.  I  was  reminded  how  mucli  better  I  inight  have 
done  that  [iage  from  life;  and  from  life  I  am  writing 
now. 

I  ha\  e  seen  too  much  of  the  war  and  yet  not  enough 
to  assume  the  pose  of  a  military  expert;  which  is  easy 
when  seated  in  a  chair  at  home  before  inaps  and  news 
despatches,  but  becomes  f:;ntastl'j  after  one  has  lived 
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at  the  front.  One  vvaif:  on  more  information  before 
he  forms  conclusions  about  campaigns.  He  is  certain 
only  that  the  Marne  was  a  decisive  battle  for  civilisa- 
tion; that  if  En.uland  had  not  gone  into  the  war  the 
Germanic  Powers  wnuld  have  won  in  three  months. 

No  words  can  exaggerate  the  heroism  and  sacrifice 
of  the  French  or  the  importance  of  the  part  which  the 
British  have  played,  which  we  shall  not  realise  till  the 
war  is  over.  In  England  no  newspapers  were  sup- 
pressed; casualty  lists  were  given  out;  sh-;  gave  pub- 
licity to  dissensions  and  mistakes  which  others  con- 
cealed, in  keeping  v.  ith  her  ancient  birthright  of  free 
institutions  which  work  out  conclusions  through  dis- 
cussion rather  than  taking  them  ready-made  from  any 
ruler  or  leader. 

Whatever  value  this  book  has  is  the  rctlection  of 
personal  observation  and  the  thoughts  which  have  oc- 
curred to  me  when  I  have  walked  around  my  experi- 
ences and  measured  them  and  found  what  is  worth 
while  and  what  was  not.  Such  as  they  are,  they  are 
real. 

Most  vital  of  all  in  sheer  expression  of  military 
power  was  the  visit  to  the  British  Grand  Fleet;  most 
humanly  appealing,  the  time  spent  in  Belgium  under 
German  rule;  most  dramatic,  the  Freiich  victory  on 
the  Marne;  most  precious,  my  long  stay  at  the  British 
front. 

A  traveller's  view  I  had  of  Germany  in  the  early 
period  of  the  war;  but  I  was  never  with  the  German 
army  which  made  Americans  particularly  welcome  for 
obvious  reasons.  Between  right  and  wrong  one  can- 
not be  a  neutral.  By  foregoing  the  diversion  of  shak- 
ing hrmls  and  passing  the  time  of  day  on  the  Germanic 
fronts,  I  escaped  having  to  be  agreeable  to  hosts  war- 
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ring  for  a  cause  and  in  a  manner  obnoxious  to  mc.  I 
•.vas  among  friends,  living  tlic  life  of  one  army  and 
seeing  war  in  all  its  aspects  from  day  to  day,  instead 
of  ha\ing  tourist  glimpses. 

Chapters  which  deal  with  the  British  army  in 
France  and  with  the  British  fleet  have  been  submitted 
to  the  censor.  In  all,  possibly  one  typewritten  page 
fell  foul  of  the  blue  pencil.  Though  the  censor  may 
delete  military  secrets,  he  may  not  prompt  ooinions. 
Whatever  notes  of  j^iraisc  and  of  affection  which  you 
may  read  between  the  lines  or  In  them  spring  from 
tlie  mind  and  heart.  I'ndemonstratively.  cheerily  as 
they  would  go  for  a  walk,  with  something  of  old-fash- 
ioned chivalry,  the  British  went  to  death. 

Their  national  weaknesses  and  strength,  revealed 
under  external  differences  by  association,  are  more 
akin  to  ours  than  we  shall  realise  until  we  face  our  own 
inevitable  crisis.  Though  one's  ancestors  had  been  in 
America  for  nearly  three  centuries  and  had  fought 
the  British  «-wice  for  a  good  cause  he  was  continually 
finding  how  m.uch  of  custom,  of  law,  of  habit,  and  of 
instinct  he  had  in  common  with  them;  and  how  Ameri- 
cans who  were  not  of  British  blood  also  shared  these 
as  an  applied  inheritance  that  has  been  the  most  forma- 
tive element  in  the  crucible  of  the  races  which  has  pro- 
duced the  American  type. 

My  grateful  acknowledgments  are  due  to  the 
American  press  associations  who  considered  me 
worthy  to  be  the  accredited  American  correspondent 
at  the  British  front,  and  to  Collier's  and  Everybody's; 
and  may  an  author  who  has  not  had  the  opportunity 
to  read  proofs  request  the  reader's  indulgence. 

Frederick  Pal.mer. 
British  Headquarters,  France. 
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WHO    STARTED    IT? 

T'-c  uinm.te  arlmrnmrnt- Thr  dirlomatisf,  «afj,-.The  -au.-, 
.0  the  anns  and  idciU  r.f  du-  pn.ple,  -  Lurore',  eronc  m-  rela- 
tion to  the  rest  of  ,l.e  world  -  Ih,  eccomic  cause-"  Bu„  icnl 
neci-sMty  -  Lnjiland'5  position  -  Her  (nmplaccncv  -  The  "  Ger- 
n,n„  Wed;:. --The  Ccrman  ,vs,c.n>  -  .M„d„  „  effirie.-.-  n,eU,- 
nd>--A  mnchine  dvil  »,.,hf_The  Kai^.r',  nu,.ion  -  A 
KTrm,,  ,b.  world  „ver  -  Gcrmatiy's  plnns  and  n.nl.l.lo,., - 
ll.r  w:,,-  .;Mrlt-Artivi,ie,  i„  Italv-The  Austrian  .iruatlon - 
n..-  Sla.-l.uton  rari.,!  hatr-d  -  Franre,  a  n-.tion  ui,h  a  cIo,ed^ 
"■  n,i,>,re-The  Kal.er's  ■•  peace  "- The  Germanic  "  i.olat.on." 

Who  started  Ir?  Who  !s  to  hlan.c?  The  courts 
ue.u  e  the  point  when  there  is  a  cjuarrel  between 
bniith  and  Jones;  ami  it  is  the  cthies  of  simple  iiis- 
tice  that  no  tnenJ  of  Smith  or  Jones  should  act  as 
judge  When  the  .juarre!  is  between  nations,  the 
neiitral  world  turns  to  the  diplomatic  correspondence 
uhicli  preceded  the  breaking-oft  cf  rclati^.ns;  and  only 
<|"c  who  ,s  a  neutral  can  hope  to  wei^rh  impartially 
the  evidence  on  both  sides.  For  war  is  the  highest 
cegree  ot  partisanship.  I- very  one  engaged  is  a' spe- 
cial pleader.  '  ' 

f.  t>M,.  have  read  the  White  and  Blue  and  Yellow 
and  Green  apers.  Others  have  anahsed  them  in 
dctaii;  I  shall  not  attempt  it.  One  learned  less  from 
tlieir  digmhed  phraseology  than  from  the  hun>an  mo- 
^^■cs  that  he  read  between  the  lines.  Kach  was  aim- 
ing to  inakc  out  the  best  case  for  its  own  side;  aiming 
^'^  put  the  heart  of  justice  into  the  blows  of  its  arms. 
'Obviously,  the  diplomatist  is  an  attorney  for  a  client. 
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Ituiilciitally.  the  whole  trainln;^  of  his  profession  is 
ti»  try  to  prevent  \v;ir.  lie  docs  try  to  pre\ent  it; 
so  does  every  righMninded  man.  It  is  a  horror  and 
a  scourge,  to  be  avoided  as  you  would  avoid  leprosy. 
When  it  does  come,  the  diplomatist's  business  is  to 
phae  all  the  blame  for  it  with  the  enemy. 

One  must  go  many  years  back  of  the  dates  of  the 
State  papers  to  find  the  cause  of  the  Great  War.  I  le 
must  go  into  the  hearts  of  the  people  who  arc  fight- 
insj;.  into  tlieir  aims  and  ambitions,  which  diplomatists 
make  plausible  according  to  international  law.  More 
illumining  than  the  pamphlets  embracing  an  exchange 
of  despatches  was  the  remark  of  a  practical  German: 
"  \'on  Bethmann-i  lollweg  made  a  sl'p  when  he  talked 
of  a  treaty  as  a  scrap  of  paper  and  about  hacking  his 
way  through.     That  had  a  bad  effect." 

J'.i]uallv  pointed  was  the  remark  of  a  practical 
Briton:  "  It  was  a  good  thing  that  the  Germans  vio- 
lated the  neutralitv  oi  Belgium;  otherwise,  we  might 
not  have  gone  in.  which  would  have  been  iatal  for  us. 
If  Germany  had  crushed  France  and  kept  the  Chan- 
nel ports,  tlie  next  step  would  have  been  a  war  in 
which  we  should  have  had  to  deal  with  h^r  single- 
handed." 

I  would  rather  catch  the  drift  of  a  nation's  purpose 
from  the  talk  .)f  statesmen  in  the  lobby  or  in  the  club 
than  from  their  official  pronouncements.  Von  Beth- 
mann-I  lollweg  had  said  in  public  what  was  universally 
accepted  in  private.  He  had  let  the  cat  out  of  the 
bag.  I'ngland's  desire  to  preserve  the  neutrality  of 
Belgium  was  not  altogether  ethical.  If  Belgium's 
coast  had  been  on  the  Adriatic  rather  than  on  the 
British  Channel,  her  wrongs  would  not  have  had  the 
support  of  British  arms. 
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Great  moral  causes  \\cre  at  stake  in  the  Great 
War:  but  tticy  arc  inextricably  niixcJ  with  cool,  na- 
tional self-interest  ami  racial  hatreds,  whieh  are  also 
dictated  by  self-interest,  thouf^h  not  always  by  the 
interests  of  tlie  human  race.  One  who  sees  the  stru^- 
f;le  uf  luirnpe  as  a  spectator,  with  no  hatred  in  his 
heart  except  of  war  itself,  finds  prejudice  and 
efriciencv,  folly  and  merciless  loijie,  running  in  com- 
pany, lie  would  return  to  the  simplest  principles, 
human  principles,  to  avoid  confusion  in  his  own  mind. 
Not  of  Europe,  he  studies  Europe;  he  wonders  at 
Europe. 

On  a  map  of  the  world  twice  the  size  of  a  foolscap 
pnue.  the  little  finger's  end  will  cover  the  area  of  the 
struggle.  Europe  is  a  very  small  section  of  the  earth's 
surface,  indeed.  Yet  at  the  thought  of  a  great 
European  war,  all  the  other  peoples  drew  their  breath 
ag!)ast.  When  the  catastrophe  came,  all  were  af- 
fected in  their  most  intimate  relations,  in  their  income, 
and  in  their  intellectual  life.  Rare  was  the  mortal 
who  did  not  fiiid  himself  taking  sides  in  what  would 
ha\e  seemed  to  an  astronomer  on  Mars  as  a  local  ter- 
restrial upheaval. 

Erom  Europe  have  gone  forth  the  waves  of  vigour 
and  enterprise  vhich  have  had  the  greatest  influence 
on  the  rest  of  the  world,  in  much  the  same  way  that 
they  went  forth  from  Rome  over  the  then  known 
world.  The  war  in  this  respect  was  like  the  great 
Roman  civil  war.  The  dominating  power  of  our  civ- 
ilisation was  at  war  with  itself.  Draw  a  circle  around 
England,  Scandinavia,  the  Germanic  countries,  and 
France,  and  you  have  the  hub  from  which  the  spokes 
rau:ate  to  the  immense  wheel-rim.  It  is  a  region 
which  cannot  feed  its  mouths  from  its  own  soil,  though 
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it  cnuKl  amply  a  lirtK'  innrc  th.ni  a  CLiitiiry  a^o  in  the 
Xapdjconic  stni^^K'.  In  a  sense,  tlieii,  it  I^  ,i  [)tusic:il 
jniiasitc  on  the  rest  ot  the  woiKI;  a  parasite  which, 
h(iue\er.  has  ^i\en  its  intellectual  enerr^y  in  retu!"n  for 
i'Hwl  l(ir  its  lii'iK  . 

I  lii>  war  iiad  for  its  object  the  (leli\erv  of  no  people* 
iron)  hi)iKla;j;e,  except  the  Helj^ians  after  the  war  Ir.ul 
he^un;  it  had  no  religious  jnirpose  such  as  the  Ci  u- 
saJes:  ir  was  nor  the  iipilsinu'  of  deniocracv  like  the 
1- rench  Re\(.)lution.  I  hose  who  charged  the  nKichine 
guns  ami  the  wives  and  inotjiers  who  ur^ed  them  on 
were  unconscious  ut  t!ie  real  force  disLjuised  bv  their 
jiat)-Iotic  k!-\  luir.  Ask  a  man  to  die  for  nionev  and  he 
rchises.  Ask  him  to  d.ie  in  order  t!i.\t  he  ma\  have 
more  butter  on  his  bread  and  he  refuses.  This  is  put- 
tinj^  the  cause  of  war  too  bluntly.  It  is  insulting;  to 
coura}.:;e  and  to  self-sacritice,  a-^sessino;  them  as  somc- 
thiii!^  set  on  a  counter  for  sale.  I'or  nations  do  not 
know  why  they  ti^ht,  as  a  rule.  Processes  of  exolution 
and  chains  ot  e\ents  arouse  their  patriotic  ardour  and 
their  m.'.rtial  instinct  till  the  climax  comes  in  blows. 

I  he  cause  of  the  l'".uropean  war  is  economic:  and,  by 
the  same  token,  l!urope  kept  the  peace  iov  forty  years 
for  economic  reasons.  She  was  b  isv  skimming  the 
ci-eam  ot  the  resources  of  other  countries.  Hers  was 
the  capit.ii,  the  skill,  the  energy,  the  morale,  the  cul- 
ture, lor  e\[iloiting  the  ot!:  "s.  All  mode'-n  in\etit-ion 
originated  with  her  or  with  the  offsprinp;  of  her  races 
beyond  seas.  Steamers  brought  her  raw  material, 
which  she  sent  back  in  manufactures;  the\  took  forth, 
in  ]ilace  of  the  buccaneers  of  former  da\s  seeking  gold, 
her  financiers,  engineers,  salesjiien,  ami  teachers,  who 
returned  with  tribute  or  sent  back  the  interest  on  the 
capital  they   had   applied   to   enterprise.      She   looked 
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ucnvn  on  the  rest  oi"  the  world  with  somctliinp:  o*  the 
Roman  patrician  tci-Hng  of  superiority  to  uutsiiicrs. 

IJut  also  the  medical  scientist  kept  pace  with  other 
scientists  and  with  invention.  Sanitation  ami  the 
preservation  of  life  led  to  an  amazing  rapiditv  of  in- 
crease in  population.  There  were  more  mouths  to 
teed  and  more  people  who  must  have  work  and  share 
the  tribute.  Without  the  increase  of  population  it  is 
possible  that  v.e  should  not  have  had  war.  Biological 
necessity  played  its  part  in  bringing  on  the  struggle, 
along  with  economic  pressure.  The  richest  veins  of 
the  mines  of  other  lands,  the  most  accessible  wood  of 
the  forests,  were  taken,  and  a  higher  rate  of  living  all 
over  I'uropc  increased  the  demand  of  the  numbers. 

Most  fortunate  of  all  the  European  peoples  were 
the  British.  Most  significant  in  this  material  progress 
was  the  pari  of  (iermany.  Iingland  had  a  narrow 
stretch  of  salt  water  between  her  and  the  ot'  .ations. 
i  iicy  could  fight  one  another  by  crossing  a  id  fron- 
tier; to  fight  her.  they  must  cross  in  ships.  She  had 
the  advantage  of  being  of  Europe  and  yet  separated 
trom  I'urope.  All  the  seas  were  the  secure  pathway 
for  her  trade,  guaranteed  for  a  century  by  the  victory 
"f  I  rafalgar.  By  war  she  had  won  her  sea  power; 
by  war  she  was  the  mistress  of  many  colonies.  CJer- 
ir.any's  Increasing  mercantile  marine  had  to  travel 
fr-.n  a  narrow  sea  front  througli  the  channel  cailed 
British.^  Rich  was  England's  heritage  beyond  lier  own 
realisation.  Ilers  the  accumulated  capital;  hers  the 
field  of  resources  under  her  own  flag  to  exploit. 

But  she  had  done  more.  Through  a  century's  ex- 
perience she  had  learned  the  strength  of  moderation. 
\  ■■  flat  she  had  won  by  war  she  was  holding  by  wisdom, 
li  some  one  must  guard  the  sens,  if  some  one  must 
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have  dominion  cwt  lirMun  ;uiJ  wllnw  rnccs.  she  was 
ucll  fittcJ  tor  t!ic  t,'-;.  W'liciwcr  sl:c  li.ul  .iomiMi.in, 
uhctficr  li.itnhay  or  I  lor.t^koiiL'.  there  was  fiw  Imn  in 
traJe  ;nui  in  development  for  all  nien.  ^Vc  wlio  have 
trawlleti  recoj^nisc  ihis. 

When  the  war  lui^ran,  South  Africi  had  no  British 
rcL^ilar  ;jarrisons.  In;t  the  IJoers.  a  people  who  had  lost 
th.lr  nati'^n  in  wir  wit!i  her  fifteen  \ears  before,  took 
up  arms  under  licr  thij,'  to  invade  a  (urman  colnnv. 
India  witiiout  a  parliameiir.  Indi.i  ruLvI  by  bji.i^'Hsh 
governors,  sent  her  troops  to  light  in  I'rance.  In  place 
of  sedition,  loyalty  from  a  bra\c  and  hardv  white 
people  of  another  race  and  fr-  :n  hundreds  of  millions 
of  hrfiwn  rmn.'  SuJi  I'ouer  is  nor  ^'-iiud  hv  war,  but 
by  the  policy  of  fnir  p!av:  or  live  an  !  let  li\e.  Mea- 
surably, she  held  in  tru.t  those  distant  laiuls  for  the 
other  pro^ressi\e  nation:  ;  she  was  ti:e  policeman  of 
wiiie  ^d^anains.  Certainly  no  neutr:d,  at  least  no 
American,  envied  her  the  task.  Certaiidv  no  neutral, 
for  seliish  reasons  if  for  no  otlicr,  would  want  to  risk 
chaos  throughout  the  world  by  the  transfer  of  that 
power  to  another  nation. 

England  was  satiated,  as  Admiral  Mahan  said. 
She  had  gained  all  that  she  cared  to  hold.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  sav  that,  of  late  years,  colonies  might  come 
begging  to  her  doorstep  and  be  refused.     Those  who 

held  her  wealth  were  comnl.ieent  as  well  as  satiated 

whieh^  was  her  danger.  For  complacency  goes  with 
satiation.  But  she,  too.  was  suffering  from  having 
skimmed  tb.e  cream,  for  want  of  mines  and  concessions 
as  rich  a.,  those  which  ha.d  tilled  her  coffers,  and  from 
the  demand  of  the  increased  population  become  used 
to  a  higlier  rate  of  living.  Her  vast,  accumulated 
wealth  in  investments  the  world  over  was  in  relatively 
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few  hands.  In  no  ^,Mcat  Furnpcan  country,  perhaps, 
was  wealth  more  unevenly  JistributcJ.  Her  old  a^c 
pensions  an.l  many  social  reforms  of  recent  years  arose 
from  a  restlessness,  locally  intcnslliei!  but  not  alone  of 

local  oriLTin. 

Another  tlafr  was  appearing;  too  frcquentiv  in  her 
ci'.aniiel.  A  we(.l<;e  was  bein.L;  forced  intM  her  coni- 
j^lacency.  A  Cf'mpetitor  who  woikcd  twelve  hours  u 
d;\,  while  complacency  preferred  ei;^ht  or  ten,  mot  the 
I  Jij^lishman  at  evcr\  nnn.  A  navy  was  growinnr  in  the 
I'.iltic:  taxes  pressed  heax  ily  on  comjilacencv  to  keep  up 
.1  na\\-  strniiLrer  than  the  \ouny;  rival's.  Who  ri'ally 
V,  ;is  to  bhime  tor  the  clerks'  pay  being  kept  down,  while 
the  cost  of  living  went  up?  That  cheap-Ii\  ing  (jcrman 
clerk!  \\'hr.t  capitalist  was  pressing  the  l''nt,di>h  cap- 
italist? The  (ierman  I  '1  he  nev.'srapers  were  always 
hinting  at  tfu'  (ierman  danger.  C'eiiain  interests  in 
I'ngland,  as  in  any  other  country.  \\e'"c  glad  to  iind  a 
scapegoat.  Why  sliould  Germany  want  cdonies  when 
I'ngland  ruled  her  colonies  so  well?  Germany  —  al- 
ways Ciermany,  whatever  w:;.  you  looked,  Cjcrmany 
^Mth  her  seventy  millions,  aggressive,  enterprising,  in- 
dustrious, organised  I  The  pressure  of  the  wedge  kept 
increasing.      Something  must  break. 

Does  any  one  doubt  that  if  Germany  had  been  In 
England's  place  she  Vvould  have  struck  the  rival  in  the 
eg'i?  But  that  is  not  the  way  of  complacency.  Nor 
lb  ;t  the  v.ay  of  that  wisdom  of  moderation,  that  live 
and  let  live,  wliich  has  kept  tlic  British  Ijnpire  intact, 

German)-  wanted  room  for  her  v, edge,  in  Central 
I-.urope,  with  Iocs  on  either  side,  she  had  to  hold  two 
land  Iroatiers  before  she  could  start  her  sea  wedge. 
She  was  the  mo  .  readilv  convinced  that  England  had 
won  all  she  held  by  war  because  modern  Germany  was 
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J.      I  his  reckoning:; 
■)i\  in  a  crisis  for  the 


the  product  of  war.  By  war  Prussia  won  Schlcswig- 
llolstcir.    '  r  Germany  won  Akacc-Lorrainc,  and 

welded  ti.L  (;cim;-.nic  peoples  into  a  whole.  It  was 
only  natural  that  the  German  public  should  be  luyal  to 
the  system  that  had  fathered  German  success. 

'Fhus,  I'njrland  re\  igtons,  Nelsons, 

Pitts,  anu  maintains  t;:j  u.iuiiio.is  of  the  regiments 
which  fuujj;ht  for  her.  Thus,  we  arc  loyal  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  because  it  was  drafted 
by  the  forefathers  who  made  the  nation.  If  it  had 
bcL-n  drafted  in  the  thirties  we  should  think  it  moic- 
t  :i;':!-!e.      Ir  i-;  tho  !!,,;•;•,>  of  individuals,  of  business 

.1  with  the  methods  that  laid 
tile  loundations  ..ess  till  some  cataclysm  shews 

that  ;'  • 

may  1  -  .:  ..  ,. ,  ^., 

individual,  bankruptcy  for  the  business  concp'-n,  war 
for  the  nation.  One  sticks  to  the  doctor  who  cured 
hi        '     1  he  was  }  "        '         !^oes  to  an  early 

r-'i'- -.ause  that  u.  ...,  ,,  >.  ;^:>  >,.  out  of  date. 

iiie  old  Kaiser,  Bi<marck,  and  von  Moltke  laid  the 
basis  of  the  German  system.  It  was  industry,  unity, 
and  obedience  to  su;  from  bottom  to  top.     Un- 

der it,  if  not  because  .  ...  Germany  became  a  mighty 
national  ci'tity.  Another  Kaiser,  who  had  the  merit  of 
makip  tost  of  his  inheritance,  with  other  generals 

and  k  uLrs,  brought  modern  methods  to  the  service  of 
the  successful  system.  A  new,  up-to-date  doctor  suc- 
ceeded the  old,  with  the  inherited  authority  of  the  old. 
I  h.it  ariitocraiic,  exclusive  German  officer,  staring 
'-'■^  ;  did  not  give  him  right  of 

"•i;  ■"  ^  -  a  -  .  >.. .  Ml.  ;o  express  insufferable  caste 
to  the  outsider.  Dut  he  was  a  part  of  the  system  which 
had  won;  and  he  worked  longer  hours  than  the  officers 
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of  other  European  armies.  Seeming  to  enjoy  cnor- 
r:ioiis  privileges,  he  was  really  a  circumscribed  beiti^f, 
subject  to  all  the  rigid  d-'.c;->line  that  he  demanded  of 
others,  bred  and   fa  for  war.     Wherever    { 

have  met  foreign  miii.;:ry  attaches  observing  otiier 
^^•;rs,  the  Gorman  was  the  busiest  one,  the  hkjsi  per- 
s;.:cnt  and  resourceful  alter  information;  and  he  was 
not  acting  on  his  own  initiative,  but  under  careful 
instructions  of  a  staff  who  knew  exactly  what  it  wanted 
t  ■  'mow.  "  Germany  shall  be  Hrst!  "  was  h:s  motto; 
■  '  ;.Tmany  shall  be  first!  "  the  motto  of  all  Germans, 
•n  the  same  way  that  von  Moltke  constructed  his 

.Iwnc  army,  the  G  of  the  young  Kaiser  set 

nut  to  conslrruct  a  macuMj  civil  world,  lie  had  a 
;ubl:c  which  was  rea<!  '  -)  !^e  moulded,  because  plas- 
ticity to  the  master's  !  \  beaten  France.  Drill, 
:  ppiication,  and  discipline  had  done  the  trick  for  von 
Moltke  —  these  and  leadership.  The  new  method 
v.ns  economic  cdui^:u' •••!   -'i^  <'•;!!,    -^implication,   and 

ipline. 
It  is  not  for  me  to  describe  the  industrial  beehive  of 
"lodern  Germany.  The  world  knows  it  vvcll.  The 
Kaiser,  who  led,  v.orked  as  hard  as  the  humblest  of  his 
subjects.  From  the  top  came  the  impetus  which  the 
leaders  passed  on.     (i.rmany  I  for  worlds  to 

onquer;  Flngland  had  conquered  iicrs.  The  energy 
uf  increasing  population  overflowed  from  the  bound- 
tries,  pushing  th;'.t  wcd'^e  tlnser  hnme  to  an  EnL^l.ind 


rowmg  more  irnr 


Wherever  the  travxilL 
'>vhether  waiters,  r-  -  -' 
the  language  of  tli. 
place  for  themselves  b    '  . 
struggling  for  room,  and  : 


i»c  found  Germans, 

•      '    wxn,  learning 

lived,  making 

Germany  was 

vas  increasing 
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the  excess  of  population.  Tlie  biisincES  of  German 
nationalism  was  to  keep  thctn  all  in  Germany  and 
mould  tlicm  inio  so  luucli  'ore  power  hcliind  the  sea 
■\ved;^e.  'i"he  Gennan  teachinj^ —  tiiat  teaching  of  a 
partisan  youth  which  is  never  complacent  —  did  not 
contemplate  a  world  composed  of  human  beinc^s,  but  a 
world  composed  of  Germans.  lo\al  to  t])c  Kaiser,  ari.. 
otliers  wiio  were  not.  Within  that  tiny  plot  on  the 
earth's  surface  the  German  systeiii  was  givin;^  more 
people  a  li\-eli!ii;od  and  more  comforts  for  their  re- 
sources thari  any.v'iere  else,  unless  in  Belgium. 

Germany  and  li^r  Kai-er  beiiL\ed  that  she  had  a 
mission  and  the  rii^ht  to  more  roo;n.  Wnere\-er  there 
was  an  c  portunity  siic  nj^pcarcd  with  l:is  aggressive 
pate!-na!;sm  to  get  ground  for  dermanic  seed.  The 
experience  of  i:ei-  (^yportunistic  ildiing  in  t'le  troubled 
waters  of  Mainla  Hay  isi  '9S  i;;  still  fresli  in  the 
mdiui^  of  ma.iy  \mericans.  Slie  went  into  China  dur- 
ing tlie  Boxer  rebcllinn  in  tlie  same  spii'it.  She  had 
her  foot  tlirast  into  cwry  doorway  aiar  and  was  push- 
ing with  all  her  organised  iiru'crial  miglit,  which  kept 
grow  ing. 

I  ne\-cr  think  of  modern  Germany  w  ithout  calling  to 
mind  tv.'o  Germans  Vvho  scein  to  me  to  illustrate  C-er- 
man  st/engrh  —  and  weakness.  In  a  compartment 
on  a  train  from  Berlin  to  I  Tolland  some  vears  ago,  an 
linglishman  was  saying  that  Germaiiv  was  a  balloon 
which  wouhl  hi-rst.  I  !e  calledi  the  Kaiser  a  vain  mad- 
man and  set  his  free  h^nglish  tongue  on  his  dislike  of 
Prussian  boorishness,  aggressiveness,  an  1  i-crhotcns. 
I  told  hini  that  T  should  never  choose  to  li\e  in  Prussia; 
I  (^referred  I'ngland  or  1  r.[nce;but  1  thought  that  Eng- 
land was  eloping  her  eyes  to  Gernnn\'s  dexc'opment. 
1  lie  kaiser  seemed  to  me  a  very  cle\er  man,  his  people 
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on  tlic  whole  loynl  to  liim;  wliile  it  was  wonderful 
iiow  so  great  a  ['opahilicii  haJ  been  or;j;aiiised  and 
cared  for.  W'c  niiij;!u  learn  the  value  of  eo-ord;intion 
tror.i  Germany,  without  ad  )iting  militarism  or  other 
c'laracteristics  wdiich  v/e  di-iliucd. 

i  !'.e  i'.nylishman  thought  that  I  was  pro-German. 
]"ur  in  lluropc  one  mu>t  always  be  pro  or  anti  somc- 
tliinc;;  Francophile  or  I'rancophobc,  Gernianophile  or 
Germanophobc.  1  noticed  t!ie  train-.u;uard  listeiiing  at 
intervals  to  our  discussion.  IVrhaps  he  knew  I'n^lish. 
Many  German  train  f^uards  d.o.  Few  English  or 
French  train-f;uarJs  kru)w  any  but  their  oun  language. 
This  also  is  suggestive,  if  you  care  to  take  it  that  way. 
When  I  left  t!)e  train,  the  guard,  instead  ni  a  porter, 
took  inv  bag  to  the  custom  house.  Probably  he  was 
of  a  mind  to  add  to  his  income.  I  thought.  After  I 
was  through  the  customs  he  put  my  bag  in  a  compart- 
ment of  the  Dutch  train.  Wh.en  I  oliered  him  a  tip, 
the  manner  of  his  refusal  made  me  feel  rather  mean, 
lie  saluted  and  clicked  his  heels  together  and  said: 
"  Thank  you,  sir,  for  what  you  said  about  my  Em- 
,  .rorl  "  and  with  a  military  step  mareh.cd  back  to  the 
German  train.  FIov."  lie  had  boiled  inwardly  as  he 
listened  to  the  Englishman  and  held  his  temper,  think- 
ing that  "  the  day  "'  was  coming  I 

1  he  second  Cierman  was  tir^t  mate  of  a  little  Ger- 
m.'^n  steamer  on  tlie  Central  American  coast.  The 
mark  of  German  thoroughiness  was  on  him.  He  spoke 
FtTilish  and  Spainsh  well;  he  was  highly  efficient,  so 
:r  as  I  could  tell.  After  passing  through  .lie  Straits 
'  Magellan,  the  steamer  went  as  far  as  \'ancouver  in 
.;ritish  Columbia.  Its  traiiie  was  the  small  kind  wiiich 
liic  English  did  not  finvl  worth  -uhile.  but  which  tireless 
German  capability  in  details  and  cheap  labour  made 
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pro  itablc  i  he  steamer  stopped  at  ever)-  small  West, 
South  and  Central  American  and  Mexican  port  to  takJ 
on  and  leave  cargo.  At  any  hour  of  the  night  anchor 
v.as  dropped  perhaps  m  a  heavy  ground-swell  and 
almost  invariably  m  nucnse  tropical  heat.  Sometimes 
a  German  cohec  planfcr  came  on  board  and  had  a  dass 
of  beer  with  the  car,:ain  and  the  mate.  For  nearly  all 
the  nch  Guatemala  coltee  estates  had  passed  into  C;er. 
man  hands.  1  he  Guatemaltecan  dictator  taxed  the 
name  ouners  bankrupt  and  the  Germans,  in  eollusicn 
with  ium,  bought  in  the  estates. 

Life  for  that  mate  was  a  battle  with  filthy  can/a- 
dorrs  m  stiHino;  heat;  he  snatched  his  sleep  when  he 
rn.Kht  between  ports.  The  steamer  was  in  liambur- 
to  dock  and  refit  once  a  year.  Then  he  saw  his  wife 
and  children  for  at  most  a  month;  sometimes  for  only 
a  wee.<.  In  any  essay-contest  on  *'  Is  Life  V\'  I  iv- 
m^J  It  seemed  to  me  he  ought  to  win  the  ..  c  for 
the  negative  side. 

"Since  I  have  been  or.  this  run  I  have  seen  Cali- 
forma  ranches,    he  sa^  If  I  had  come  out  to  Cal- 

iforma  fifteen  years  ago,  when  I  thought  of  emigrating 
to   America,    by   working   half   as    hard    as    I    have 
worked  — and  that  would  be  harder  than  most  Cali- 
forma  ranchers  work-  I  could  have  had  my  own  plot 
ot  ground  and  my  own  house  and  lived  at  horn,-  uith 
my  tamily.  _  But  when  I  spoke  of  emigrating  I  was 
warned  against  it.     Majbc  you  don't  know  that  the 
local  officials  have  orders  to  dissuade  intending  emi- 
grants from  their  purpose.     They  told  me  that  the 
I  nited  States  and  Canada  were  lands  of  graft,  inius- 
t.ce,  and  disorder,  where  mtive  Americans  formed  a 
caste  which  kept  all  immigrants  at  manual  labour.     I 
should  be  robbed  and  forced  to  work  for  the  tru<=ts  for 
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a  pittance.      Instc:ul   of  an   i:!ipcrial  govcrnmctit   to 

jTotcct  me,  I  should  be  exploited  by  inillionairc  kinj^s. 

Wasn't  I  a  German?     Wasn't  I  loynl  to  my  Kaiser? 

VVouId  1  forfeit  my  nationality?     This  appeal  decided 

..le.     ^<''        '^  too  old,  now,  to  start  at  ra-ichin^." 

Had  :  ;  one  of  tliose  wicked  millionaire  kin^s 

f  the  United  States  or  Canada,  I  should  have  set  this 

lan  up  on  a  ranch,  believinpr  that  he  was  not  yet  too 

kl  to  make  po.  J  in  a  new  land  if  he  were  given  a 

..ir  start,  kncwinp;  that  he  would  pay  back  the  capital 

ith  interest;  and   I   have  known  wicked  milHonaire 

nj^^s  10  be-  of  such  lapses  as  tliis  from  their 

i}ranny, 

'I  he  imperial  Clcrman  system  wanted  his  carninj^ 

owcr  and  energy  !  .ak  cf  the  sea  wedge.     German 

;eamship  companies  promoted  emigration  from  I  iun- 

i'ary,  Russia,  and  Italy  for  the  fares  it  brouglit.     Tiic 

German   government,    however,    took   care   that  the 

reamship  companies  carried  no  German  emigrants; 

nd  it  ruled  that  no  Russian  peasant  or  r(;!isli   low 

-v\  for  Hamburg  or  Bremen  on  the  way  to  America 

^  ._t  stop  over  en  route  across  Germany,  lest  he  stay. 

I^ussians  and  Poles  and  Jev,-s  were  not  desirable  ma- 

!  for  the  German  sea  wedge.     Let  them  go  into 

;-•  pot-an-feu  of  the  capacious  and  indiscriminating 

m,';;,  in  melting-pot,  which  may  yet  make  something 

that  will  surprise  the  chauvinists. 
Breed  more  Germans;  keep  them  fed,  clothed.  e:i;- 
ployed,  organised  industrially,  educated!     Don't  re- 
lieve the  economic  pressure  by  emigration  or  by  lower- 
\g  the  birth  rate !     Keep  up  the  military  spirit !      De- 
lop  the  money  spirit!     Instilled  with  loyally  to  tiie 
!•,  With  a  sense  of  superiority  in  industry  and 
ng  as  well  as  of  racial  superiority,  the  German 
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felt  himself  the  victim  oi  a  u-rld  in-usticc.  He  saw 
comp  accnt  Imgland  living  on  the  fat  of  cm,,:rc  I  [e 
sau-  Amcnca  u,th  its  rich  resources  and  lack  .'f  civil 
or.^^anisation  and  discipline  and  its  wa.te  ind^vlJu^l 
eriurt. 

If  the  United  Suites  only  would  not  plav  the  dor^  in 
he  manger!       f  Cermanv  co-Jd  applv  the  mai^ic'of 
her  sv.tcm  to  Mexico  or  Central  America,  uhat  trihut 
tha    would  bnn,r  home  to  IkTiin!     Consider  orgrn- 
ised  German  mdustrialism  workinrr  India  for  all  th-t 
Jtwasw..th!     r)rZ:m.ibar!      Or  che  Straits  Seui;! 
nunts!     Germany  had  the  restless  ambition,  with  -n 
undercurrcn.t  of  resentment,   of  the  voun-;  mana^'-T 
with  modern  methods  who  wants  to  supplant  the  dd 
n.ana,er  and  his  old-fogy  methods -al/olJnaln:. 
set  m  Ins  way,  b.,t  a  vcrv  kindly,  sound  old  manager, 
to  whose  ways  the  wnrld  had  grown  accustomed 

iaxes  f..r  armament,  and  particularly  for  that  new 
nay,     ay   heavdy   on    (^ermrny,    too/    Drin:;. 'the 

It'nfi/i  Tu       '""r '"'  ^'''''''  Increasingly  dtfticult. 
I   needed  ti,e  blow  ol  war  to  split  open  the  wav  to  rich 

s  nse  of  isolation.      For  this  iso!,rion  Fntrland  was'to 

blame:  she  and  the  alliances  which  King  Fdn-dh'd 
Wi  around  her.     England  was  to  blame  for  el';. 
thing.     Germany  could  nut  be  to  blame  for  anvthing 
rhe  national  rival  is  alwavs  the  scapegoat  of  patric^: 
.n  .       o  (,ermany  prepared  to  strike,  as  one  prepares 
to  build  and  open  a  store  or  to  put  on  a  play  ^     ^    '"' 

aZ^L^"''^  ■'"■'  '^?  '^''  I-:nglishman,  with  his 
aggussne    ^va^s.    was    the    unpopular    tra^■e!Ie^    in 
urope,    he_  German  had  become  most  disliked.      In 
iydy.  with  his  expanding  industry,  he  ran  manv  hotels 
.lis  succes.  and  his  personal  manners  combined  to 
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make  the  sensitive  Italian  luarhe  him.  Thus,  he 
'.jwcd  the  seed  uf  popular  fcehiig  uhleli  broke  in  a 
\va\e  tluit  forced  Italy  inio  tlie  war. 

Germany  thouj^ht  of  linghmd  as  too  sehlsh  and  cun- 
'.in;;  in  her  cornphicency  reallv  to  come  to  the  aid  of 
!  ranee  and  Russia.  She  would  stay  out;  at.d  had  she 
tayed  out,  Germany  would  have  crushed  Russia  and 
ii:en  turned  on  France.  But  Germany  did  not  know 
England  any  bet^'r  than  Hi^gland  knew  Germany. 
The  jaundiced  mists  of  chauvinism  kept  even  high  lead- 
ers from  seeing  their  adversaries  clearly. 

Austria,  too,  was  feeling  economic  pressure.  I  ler 
people,  especially  the  Hungarians,  looked  toward  the 
southeast  for  expansion.  Her  shrewd  statesmanship^ 
its  instincts  inherited  from  the  Hansburg  dynasty, 
playing  race  hatred  against  race  hatred  and  bound,  so 
it  looked,  to  natiimal  disruption,  welcomed  any  oppor- 
tunity wliich  v.duld  set  the  mind  of  the  whole  people 
tli'.nking  of  some  exterior  object  rather  than  of  internal 
ddferences.  She  annexed  Bosnia-Herzegovina  with 
its  Slav  population  at  a  moment  Vvhcn  Russia  was  not 
prepared  to  aid  I;cr  kindrcl.  Bosnia  and  Herzego- 
vina are  better  oti:  for  tlie  annexation;  they  have 
enjoyed  rapid  material  progress  as  the  result. 

Bounded  by  the  Danube  and  tlie  Turk  were  the 
Balkan  countries,  which  ought  to  be  the  garden  spot  of 
civihsatlon.  Here,  poverty  aggravated  racial  hate 
and  racial  hate  aggravated  poverty  in  a  vicious  circle. 
Serbia,  longest  free  of  the  Turk,  adjoining  Au.-tria, 
had  no  outlet  except  through  otiier  lands.  She  was  a 
corrmercial  slave  (T  Austria,  dependent  on  Austrian 
taritis  and  Austrian  railroads,  with  Hungarian  business 
men  holding  the  purse-strings  of  t.-ade.  In  her  swine- 
herds and  tillers  the  desire  for  some  of  the  good  things 


•^^      MY  Vi;.\R  0|-  Tlir  GREAT  WAR 


ot  nioojrn  life  was  developing.  Strangli.,.  ..uh 
Austria  s  hands  at  her  throat,  with  mnny  clever,  re- 
sourccful  agitators  urging  licr  op.  ,ught  in  the 

only  way  tliat  she  knew,  'i  o  Au.t. :a  .!..  was  the  un- 
couta  swineherd  who  assassinated  the  Austrian  Crown 
1  nncc  and  his  consort.  This  deed  was  the  rvterj-r 
object  which  united  Austria  in  a  passionate  rn 
Austria,  more  than  any  other  country,  could  welcome 
war  for  the  old  reason.  It  let  out  the  emotion  of  the 
nation  against  an  enemy  instead  of  a-;-;rs^  its  own 
rulers. 

A  decper-scatcu  c;ii;sc  w;:s  the  racial  hatred  of  SI   . 
and  i  euton      h  or  rulers  do  not  make  war  these  days  • 
they  try  to  keep  their  thrones  secure. on  the  cre^t  of 
public  opm.oM.     They  appear  to  rule  and  to  give,"  and 
are  ruled  r.nd  yield.     Whoever  had  travelled  in  Russia 
of    ate  years  had  been  conscious  of  a  rising  ground- 
swell  m  the  great  mass  of  Russian  feeling.     Y'our  sim- 
ple }noujiK  had  an  idea  that  his  Czar  had  yielded  to  th.' 
Aujtnans  and  the  Germans.     In  short.' the  Germar. 
had  tNveakcd  the  nose  of  the  Slav  race  with  the  annexp- 
tion  of  Bosnia-IIerze-oyina  and  the  C/ar  had  bo.--,. 
tae  insult  because  his  people  were  willing. 
_  Mow  to  think,  and  not  thinking  overmuch,  the  Rus- 
Sinn  peasant  began  to  see  red  whenever  he  tbou-ht  o; 
a  German.     As  a  whole  public  tiiinks,  cventuaHy  its 
rulers  must  think.     The  upper  class  of  Russia  was  in- 
cl.ned  to  Urn  the  flames  of  the  people's  passions,      f  f 
the  people  were  venting  their  emotions  against  the 
I  euton  they  ^yould  not  be  developing  further  revolu- 
tions against  the  .11  „rdcr  of  things.     The  military 
class  was  prompt  to  make  use  of  the  national  tendency 
to  strengthen  mditarv  resources.      Bv  action  and  re- 
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:i.. ''on  across  the  I'ronticrs  the  strain  was  increasing. 

nany  saw  Russia  with  double  her  own  popul.ition 

1  was  sensitive  to  the  dangers  behind  Russia's  ani- 

'liiuns.     Russia   stood    for  everything  abhorrc.it   to 

(jennan  order  and  racial  feeling. 

And  what  of  France?     'Ihere  is  little  to  say  of  her 

V,  .,1   responsibility.     Here  was  a   ni'.tion 

ion  practically  stationary;  a  nation  with 

.......  ....:ure;  a  democracy  Vvith  its  racial  and  na- 

!   integrity  assured  by  its  own  peculiar  genius. 

if  conquest  had  passed  from  tiic  IVencii  mind. 

■  1  :■  "  place  in  the  sun"  was  her  own  sun  of  I'rancc. 

•  trade  was  that  due  to  skill  In  handicraft  rather 

to  any  tactics  of  aggression.     At  every  Hague 

.  hi    \nce  France  was  for  all  measures  that  would 

J  peace;  Germany  against  every  one  that  might 

with  her  military  ambition;  Fngland  against 

.1  might  limit  her  action  in  defending  the  seas. 

I  l;c  desire  for  "  revenge  "  for  '70  had  died  out  in 

.'  c  \f  L!!iger  generation  of  Frenchmen.     Her  station- 

•'ation.  which  chauvinists  resented,  had  solved 

.;!em  of  expansion.     From  father  to  son,  she 

;  be  content  with  her  thrift,  her  industiy,  and  her 

1  with  the  joy  of  living.     For,  more  than  any 

.ropean  nation,  she  had  that  gift:  the  joy  of 

,.     Her  armies  and  her  alliances  were  truly  for 

ce.     She  could  not  fight  Germany  and  Avustria 

>he  must  have  help,      it  Russia  went  to  war 

must  go  to  war.     S!ie  acted  up  to  her  belief 

J  held  back  her  armies  five  miles  from  the 

till  the  German  struck;  v  -en  she  gave  Ger- 

start  in  mobilisation  —  a  start  Vvhich,   with 

'-■^land's  delay,  came  near  being  fatal  for  her.     That 
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price  she  paid  for  peace:  t!iat  advanta-c  Gcmnny 
Kaincd  by  srnkiii^j;  lirst.  If  is  a  han!  moral  for  the 
p:iciluists,  hut  one  which  ou.^ht  to  ^^ivc  the  IVench  con- 
scicnee  a  elcaiicr  taste  in  aUer  \cars, 

I  lie  Kaiser,  to,,,  insistcil  that  he  was  for  peace.     So 
liC  wa:,,  acconhnjr  to  (iennan  logic.      IK:  realised  his 
military  power  as  the  ciitside  world  could  not  realise 
ir.      I  lad  Italy  joined  her  forces  to  her  allies,  he  mi  Jit 
ha\e  erus.'ied   1  ranee  and  tlien  turnel  on   Russia,  as 
his  stalt  had  planned.      I'or  striking  he  could  reduce 
I-  ranee  to  a  second-rate  power,  take  her  colonies,  fatten 
(..nnan  coHers  with  an  enormous  indemnity,  and  -ain 
liclgium  and  the  Cl-..!nnel  ports  ns  the  next'step  in'^ia- 
tional  amhition  before  crushing  I'ngland  md  sceurincr 
the  mastery  of  the  seas.      But  he  lield  oft  tlie  blr,w  for 
lany  years;  that  is  the  logic  of  his  partisanshi-)  for 
eace.       I  he  fact  that  I-  ranee  pro\ed  stronger  th'an  he 
loiight  hardly  intei  fered   with   his  bJlef^n  his  own 
ir.ru.eration,  in  yiew  of  his  conlidence  in  his  arms  be- 
lore^the  test  came.      I  le  was  for  peace  because  he  did 
not  Kno.:v  the  otiier  man  down  as  soon  as  he  might 
-o  other  r.iee  m  all  I'urope  liked  the  Cermans- not 
even  tile  I  luns.  or  the  C/eehs,  or  the  Croats,  and  least 
of  all  the  Italians.     The  Belgians,  too.  shared  the  uni- 
vcrsal  e;,m:ty       It  was  (Germany  that  Belgium  feared. 
I  Icr  forts  looked  toward  (.ermany;  she  Icoked  toward 
i-ngland  and  !■  ranee  for  protection.     In  this  she  was 
unneutral:  but  not  in  the  thing  that  counted  —  thor- 
ough military  preparation. 

ihus  uere  tile  (iernianic  empires  Isolated  in  senti- 
mcnt  before  the  war  began.  IJus  strengthened  tlieir 
realisation  that  their  one  true  ally  was  their  power  in 
ar.Mis  unail.ctcd  by  any  sentiment  except  that  of  beat- 
ing their  enemies.     Europe,  straining  under  the  taxa- 
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tion  of  preparation,  \nnjr  IkU  back  by  fear  of  the 
cat:icl\bni,  yet  ilrawn  by  curiosity  as  to  the  nature  of  its 
cajiacity,  sent  her  niiUions  of  soldiers  to  that  test  in 
practice  of  the  struggle  of  modern  arms  which  liad 
been  the  haunting  subject  of  her  bpeculaiiun. 


II 

"  I  '     l!K\\|     liELCA.l  " 

The  stampede  to  Europe- Farly  days  in  Bel^..,n-i  ;,  ,r  ....riMicn 
«.f  the  AlhoV  armies  -  Rumour* -Fir»t  sklrrni>l.c!.-\\  he.i 
would  the  K.|j;li.sh  mm^? -S/ufPnUu-  spirit-  Paiho.  of  the  iJel- 

Kian  defence  — A  Taube  and   a   Belgian  r.,n  ,   „ !_-,.... 

>eLs  before  its  fall  — A  momentous  decisin  , 

I'ui.  lu  I,  h-<un  Monterey,  in  Mexico,  uhcn  a  tcL...-  m 
s;iu]  that  gencnil  j-uroncan  war  was  inevitable;  the 
run  a:ul  junip  almarj  the  Lnsiumla  at  New  York  the 
ni^^ht  that  war  was  declared  by  l-ngland  against  Cer- 
many:  the  Athuitic  passage  on  t!ie  liner  o/  ineffaceable 
memory,  a  suspense  broken  by  fragments  of  war  news 
by  wireless;  the  arrlxal  in  an  Ilngland  before  the  war 
was  a  week  old;  the  jnurr.ey  to  Belgium  in  the  hone  of 
reaching  the  scene  of  notion !  —  as  I  wri.e,  all  scJm  to 
have  the  perspective  of  history,  so  final  are  the  proc- 
esses ot  war,  so  swift  their      c    .:ion,  and  so  eager 
IS  every  one  for  each  day's  developments.     As  one 
grows  older  the  years  seem  shorter;  but  the  first  year 
o[  the  (uvat  vVar  is  the  longest  vear  I  have  known. 

Le  brave  RcUjc!  One  must  be  honest  about  him. 
n  one  lets  his  heart  run  away  wiiii  his  judgment  he 
does  his  mnul  an  injustice.  A  fellow-countryman  who 
was  in  London  and  fresh  from  home  in  the  ei-hth 
month  of  the  war,  asked  me  for  mv  viev;s  of  the  "rela- 
tivc  cihciency  ol  the  diiterent  armies  engaged. 

"  Do  \ou  mean  that  I  am  to  speak  without  re-a-d  to 
personal  sympathies?  "  I  ashed. 
"  Certainly,'"  he  rejilicd. 
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When  he  had  my  opinio.;  he  exclaimed: 

"  You  have  mentioned  them  all  except  the  Belgian 
army.     I  thought  it  was  the  bravest  and  best  of  all." 

*'  Is  that  what  they  think  at  home  ?  "  I  asked. 

"  Vcs,  of  course." 

"  The  Atlantic  is  broad,"  I  suggested. 

This  man  of  affairs,  an  exponent  of  the  efficiency  of 
busmcss,  was  a  sentimentalist  when  it  came  to  war, 
as  -Anglo-Saxons  usually  are.  The  side  which  they 
favour  —  that  is  the  efficient  side.  When  I  ventured 
to  suggest  that  the  Belgian  army,  in  a  professional 
sense,  was  hardly  to  be  considered  as  an  army,  it  was 
clear  that  he  had  ceased  to  associate  my  experience 
with  any  real  knowledge. 

In  business  he  was  one  who  saw  his  rivals,  their  abil- 
ities, the  organisation  of  their  concerns,  and  their  re- 
sources of  competition  with  a  dear  eye.  He  could  say 
of  his  best  personal  friend :  "  I  like  him,  but  he  has  a 
poor  head  for  affairs."  Yet  he  was  the  ^ype  who,  if 
he  had  been  a  trained  soldier,  would  have  been  a  busi- 
ness man  of  war,  who  would  have  wanted  a  sharp, 
ready  sword  in  a  weH-traincd  hand  and  to  leave  noth- 
ing to  chance  in  a  battle  /or  tne  right.  In  Germany, 
where  some  of  the  best  brains  of  the  country  are 
given  to  making  war  a  business,  he  might  have  been  a 
soldier  who  would  rise  to  a  position  on  the  staff.  In 
America  he  was  the  employer  of  three  thousand  men 
—  a  general  of  civil  life. 

*'  But  look  how  the  Belgians  have  fought!  "  he  ex- 
claimed. "  They  stopped  the  whole  German  armv  for 
two  weeks." 

The  best  army  was  best  because  It  had  his  sympathy. 
His  view  was  the  popular  view  in  America :  the  view 
of  the  heart.     America  saw  the  pigmy  fighting  the 
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gir.nt  rather  thp.n  let  him  pass  over  uclyian  soil.  On 
tl;:it  day  when  a  gallant  young  king  cried,  "  1  o  arms  I  " 
all  his  people  became  gallant  to  t!ic  iniagination. 

When  1  think  of  BLlgiuin's  part  in  the  war  I  always 
tliin'c  of  the  little  Delt;ian  dog,  the  shippi'rki',  who  li\  cs 
on  the  canal  boats.  He  is  a  lioinc-staying  dog,  loyal, 
aaectionate,  domestic,  who  never  goes  out  on  the  tow- 
path  to  pick  quarrels  with  other  dogs;  but  let  anything 
on  two  or  four  feet  try  to  go  on  board  when  his  mas- 
ter is  away  and  he  will  Hglit  with  every  ounce  of 
strength  in  him.  The  King  had  the  si'iipprrke  spirit. 
All  the  Belgians  who  had  the  s!iipp(  rke  spirit  tried  to 
sink  their  teeth  in  the  calves  of  the  in\ader. 

One's  heart  v.as  v/ith  the  Belgians  on  ih.At  eij'lit- 
ecnth  day  of  August,  19 14,  when  one  set  out  toward 
the  front  in  an  automobile  from  a  Brussels  rejoicing 
over  bulletins  of  victory,  its  streets  walled  with  bunt- 
ing; iJut  di'jre  v.as  s:omething  brewing  in  one's  mind 
which  was  as  treason  to  one's  desires.  Let  Brussels 
enjoy  its  flags  and  its  capture  of  German  cavalry 
patrols  while  it  might! 

Gn  the  hills  back  of  Louvain  we  canie  upon  some 
Belgian  troops  in  th.cir  lonn-.  cumbersome  coats,  dark 
silhouettes  against  the  field,  digging  shallow  trenches 
in  an  uncertain  sort  of  way.  Whether  it  was  them  or 
the  Belgian  staff  officers  hur. ying  by  In  tiieir  cars,  I 
had  the  impression  of  the  will  and  m  ■  the  way  and  a 
parallel  of  raw  militia  in  uniforms  taken  from  grand- 
father's trunk  {"acing  the  trained  antagonists  of  an 
Austerlitz,  or  a  Waterloo,  or  a  Cjctrssburg. 

Lt  brave  Bchjcl  The  question  on  that  day  v;as 
not,  Are  you  brave?  but,  Do  you  know  htnv  to  Hght? 
Also,  \VouId  the  French  and  the  British  arrive  in  time 
to   help   you?     Of   a    thousand   rumours   about   the 
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positions  of  tlic  Frcr.Lh  :irul  the  Bi■ili^h  armies,  one  was 
as  good  as  another.  All  the  obsc-vcr  knew  was  that 
he  was  an  atom  in  a  motor  and  all  he  saw  for  the 
defence  of  Belgium  was  a  regiincnt  of  Belgians  dig- 
ging trenches.  He  need  not  ha\-c  been  in  Belgium 
before  to  realise  that  here  were  an  unwarlike  people, 
livinj;  by  intensive  tiirift  and  caution  —  a  most  domes- 
ticated ci\ilisation  in  the  most  thickly  populated  work- 
shop in  Europe,  counting  e\-ery  blade  of  grass  and 
every  kernel  of  wheat  and  making  its  pleasures  go  a 
long  way  at  small  cost;  a  hothouse  of  a  land,  with  the 
door  about  to  be  opened  to  the  withering  blast  of  war. 

(^ur  of  the  Hotel  de  \'ille  at  Eouvain,  as  our  car 
haired  by  the  cathedral  d<jor,  came  an  elderly  French 
officer,  walking  wirh  a  light,  quick  step,  his  cloak 
thrown  back  over  his  shoulders,  and  hurriedly  entered 
a  car;  and  after  him  came  a  tall  !^-itish  officer,  walking 
more  slowly,  imperturbably,  as  a  man  w!;o  meant  to 
let  nothing  disturb  him  or  beat  him  —  both  character- 
istic typ<-s  of  race.  This  was  the  break-up  of  the  last 
military  conference  held  at  Louvain,  which  had  now 
ceased  to  be  Belgian  Heaitjuarter^. 

How  little  you  knew  ;'.nd  how  much  they  knew! 
'!  he  sight  of  them  was  helpful.  One  was  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  force  of  millions  of  Frenchmen;  of  the 
army.  I  had  alv.ays  belic\ed  in  the  French  army,  and 
have  more  reason  now  than  e\er  before  to  believe  in  it. 
1  .here  was  no  doubt  i!:at  if  a  I-Vcncli  corps  and  a  Ger- 
man corps  were  set  the  task  of  marching  a  hundred 
miles  to  a  strategic  position,  the  IVench  would  arri\c 
first  and  win  the  day  in  a  pitched  battle.  But  no  one 
knew^  this  better  than  that  German  staff  whose  su- 
periority, as  von  Aloltke  said,  would  always  ensure 
victory.     Was   the    Frencli    army    ready?     Could    it 
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bring  fulness  of  its  strength  into  the  first  and  perhaps 
the  deciding  shock,  of  arms?     Where  was  tiie  French 


army? 

The  other  officer  who  came  out  of  the  Hotel  cle 
\'ille  was  the  representative  of  a  little  army  —  a  hand- 
ful of  regulars  —  hard  as  nails  and  ready  to  the  last 
button.  Where  was  the  British  army?  The  restau- 
rant keeper  where  we  had  luncheon  at  Louvain  —  he 
knew.  lie  whispered  his  military  sjcret  to  me.  The 
British  army  was  toward  Antwerp,  waiting  to  crush 
the  Germans  in  the  flank  should  they  advance  on 
Brussels.  We  were  "drawing  them  on!"  Most 
cheerful,  most  confident,  mine  host!  When  I  went 
back  to  Louvain  under  German  rule  his  restaurant  was 
in  ruins. 

We  were  on  our  way  to  as  near  the  front  as  wc 
would  go,  with  a  pass  which  was  written  for  us  by  a 
Belgian  reservist  in  Brussels  between  sips  of  beer 
brought  him  by  a  boy  scout.  It  was  a  unique,  a  most 
accommodating,  pass;  the  only  one  I  have  received 
from  the  Allies'  side  which  would  ha\e  taken  me  into 
the  German  lines 

The  fro.it  which  we  saw  was  in  the  square  of  the 
little  town  of  I  laelen,  where  some  dogs  of  a  dog  ma- 
chine gun  battery  lay  panting  in  their  traces.  A 
Belgian  officer  in  command  there  I  recollect  for  his 
passionate  repetition  of,  "Assassins!  The  barbari- 
ans!" which  seemed  to  choke  out  any  other  words 
whenever  he  spoke  of  the  Germans.  I  lis  was  a  fresh, 
livid  hate,  born  of  recent  fighting.  We  could  go 
where  we  pleased,  he  said;  and  the  Germans  were 
"  out  there,"  not  far  away.  Very  tired  he  was,  ex- 
cept for  the  flash  of  hate  in  his  eyes;  as  tired  as  the 
dogs  of  the  mitrailleuse  battery. 
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We  went  outside  to  see  the  scene  of  "  the  battle." 
as  it  was  called  in  the  despatches;  a  field  in  the  first 
flush  of  the  war,  where  the  headless  lances  of  Bel^^ian 
and  German  cavalrymen  were  still  scattered  about. 
The  peasants  had  broken  off  the  lance-heads  for  the 
steel,  which  was  something  to  pay  for  the  grain  smoul- 
dering in  the  barn  which  had  been  shelled  and  burned. 

A  battle!  It  was  a  battle  because  the  reporters 
could  get  some  account  of  it  and  the  fighting  in  Alsace 
was  hidden  under  the  cloud  of  secrecy-.  A  superficii! 
survey  was  enough  to  show  that  it  had  been  only  a 
reconnaissance  by  the  Germans  with  some  infantry  and 
guns  as  well  as  cavalry.  Their  defeat  lid  been  an  in- 
cident to  the  thrust  of  a  tiny  feeling  linger  of  the  Cier- 
man  octopus  for  information.  The  scouting  of  the 
German  ca\alrv  patrols  here  and  there  had  the  same 
object.  Waiting  behind  hedges  or  sweeping  around 
in  the  rear  of  a  patrol  v/ith  their  own  cavalry  w  t 
the  word  came  by  telephone,  the  Belgians  bagged  mu  y 
a  German,  man  and  horse,  dead  and  alive. 

Brussels  and  London  and  New  York,  too,  thrilled 
over  these  exploits  supplied  to  eager  readers.  It  \\  .. 
the  Uhlan  week  of  the  war;  for  every  German  cavalry- 
man was  an  Uhlan,  according  to  popular  conception. 
These  Uhlans  seemed  to  have  more  temerity  than 
sense  from  the  accounts  that  one  read.  But  if  one 
out  of  a  dozen  of  these  mounted  youth,  with  horses 
fresh  and  a  trooper's  zest  in  the  first  flush  of  war,  re- 
turned to  say  that  he  had  ridden  to  such  and  such 
points  without  finding  any  signs  of  British  or  French 
forces,  he  had  paid  for  the  loss  of  the  others.  The 
Germans  had  plenty  of  cavalry.  They  used  it  as  the 
eyes  of  the  army,  in  co-operation  with  the  aerial  eyes 
of  the  planes. 
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A  peasant  n-oman  came  out  of  rhc  house  beside  the 
battlcticld  with  her  children  around  her;  chested, 

thin  noman,  prematurely  old  with  toil.  [.cs  A)i- 
(jliis!"  she  cried  at  si?;ht  of  us.  Sccin^T  that  we  had 
some  lances  in  the  car,  she  rushed  into  her  house  ?ir\d 
brought  out  half  a  dozen  more.  If  the  English 
wanted  lances  they  should  ha\-e  them.  Sh.e  knew  only 
a  few  words  of  LVench,  not  enouidi  to  express  the 
question  which  she  made  understood  by  gestures.  Her 
eyes  were  burning  with  appeal  to  us  and  Hashing  with 
hate  as  she  shook  her  fist  toward  the  Germans. 

When  were  the  English  coming?  All  her  trust  was 
in  the  English,  the  invincible  English,  to  save  her 
country.  I'robably  the  average  European  would  have 
passed  her  by  as  an  excited  peasant  woman.  But 
pitiful  she  was  to  me,  more  pitil'ul  than  t!ie  raging 
oiTicer  and  his  dog  battery,  or  the  infantry  awkwardly 
entrenching  back  of  Eouvain.  or  ilag-deckcd  Brussels 
believing  in  victory:  one  of  the  Belgians  with  the  true 
shipNrkc  spirit.  She  was  shaking  her  Hit  ut  a  dam 
which  was  about  to  hurst  in  a  flood. 

It  was  strange  to  an  American,  v.-ho  comes  from  a 
land  where  every  one  learns  a  single  language,  Eng- 
lish, that  she  and  her  ance:>tors,  through  centuries  of 
living  neighbour  in  a  thickly-populated  country  to  peo- 
ple who  speak  ircnch  and  to  French  civilisation, 
should  W2\c\-  have  leanud  to  express  themselves  in 
any  but  their  own  tongue  —  singular,  almost  incredi- 
ble, tenacity  in  the  ;-c  of  popular  education!  She 
would  save  {\v:  lance  heads  and  garner  evcrv  grain  of 
wheat;  she  economised  in  all  but  racial  animosity. 
This  raciiil  stulibornncss  of  j-lurope  —  perhaps  it  keeps 
I  urnpc  powerful  in  jealous  competition  of  race  with 
race. 
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The  thou.;!it  ihat  went  lionu  wa,,  that  she  did  i\:.t 
want  thi.  Gcrniarvi  to  come;  no  R^'lj^ian  wanted  them; 
and  this  was  the  t.ict  decisive  in  the  scaLs  of  justice. 
She  said,  as  the  oftlccr  had  saitl,  t!iat  the  Germans 
were  "  out  there,"  Across  the  fields  one  saw  nothing 
on  that  still  August  day;  no  sign  of  war  unless  a 
Taubc  overhead,  the  first  enemy  aeroplane  I  had  seen 
in  war.  For  the  last  two  da\s  the  German  patrols 
had  ceased  to  come.  Liege,  we  knew,  had  fallen. 
Looking  at  the  map,  we  pra\cd  that  Xamur  would 
h..ld. 

"  Out  there  "  beyond  the  cjuiet  fields  that  mighty 
i'.:;rcc  which  was  to  swing  through  Belgium  in  Hank 
was  massed  and  ready  to  mo\-e  when  the  German  staff 
opened  the  throttle.  A  mile  or  so  away  a  patrol  of 
Belgian  cyclists  stopped  us  r.s  we  tunu\l  to'vard  Brus- 
sels. They  were  dust-covered  and  v,eary;  the  voice 
of  their  captain  was  faint  with  fatigue.  For  over  tv.-o 
weeks  he  had  bcLU  on  the  hunt  of  Lilian  patrols.  An- 
other sh-ppffkc  he,  who  could  not  only  hate  but  light 
as  best  he  knew  how. 

"  We  had  an  alarm,"  he  said.  "  IIa\-e  you  heard 
anything?  " 

Wh.cn  we  told  him  no,  he  pedalled  on  more  slowlv, 
and  oh,  how  wearily!  to  the  iront.  Rather  pitiful 
that,  too,  when  you  thought  of  what  wa^  "'  out  uhcre." 

C)ne  had  learned  enough  to  know,  witliout  the  con- 
fidential information  th'.t  he  rcceiw-d,  iliat  tlie  Ger- 
nnins  could  take  Brussels  if  they  chrsc.  But  the  peo- 
ple of  Brussels  still  tlirongcd  the  streets  und.er  the 
blankets  of  b.mting.  If  bunting  could  save  Brussels, 
it  was  in  no  danger. 

There  was  a  mockery  about  my  dinner  that  niu'ht. 
The  waiter  who  laid  the  white  cloth  en  a  marble  table 
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was  unctuously  suggestive  as  to  menu.  Luscious  grapes 
ami  crisp  salad,  which  Belgian  gardeners  grow  with 
meticulous  care,  I  remember  of  it.  One  might  linger 
over  his  ccjftec,  knowing  the  truth,  and  look  out  at  the 
people  who  did  not  know  it.  When  tlicy  were  not 
buying  more  buttons  with  the  allied  colours,  or  more 
Hags,  or  dropping  nickel  pieces  in  Red  Cross  boxes, 
they  were  thronging  to  the  kiosks  for  the  latest  edition 
of  the  e\cning  papers,  which  told  t'^cn  nothing. 

And  one  had  to  make  up  his  mind.  Clearly,  he  had 
onlv  to  kcc[)  In  his  room  in  his  hotel  in  order  to  have 
a  great  cyjiericnce.  He  might  see  the  German  troops 
enter  Belgium.  Mis  American  passport  would  pro- 
tect him  as  a  neutral;  Minister  Brand  Whitlock  and 
Secretary  of  Legation  Hugh  (iibson  would  get  him 
out  of  trouble. 

"Stick  to  the  army  you  arc  with!"  an  eminent 
American  had  told  me. 

"  Yes,  but  1  prefer  to  choose  my  army,"  I  had  re- 
plied. 

The  army  I  chose  was  not  about  to  enter  Brussels. 
It  was  on  the  side  of  the  shippcrke  dog  mitrailleuse 
battery  which  I  had  seen  in  the  streets  of  Haelen,  and 
the  peasant  woman  who  shook  her  fist  at  the  invader, 
and  all  \vh>^  had  the  shipperke  spirit. 

My  empty  appointiiient  as  the  representative  of  the 
American  press  with  the  British  army  was,  at  least, 
taken  seriously  by  the  policeman  at  the  War  Office  in 
London  when  I  returned  from  trips  to  France.  The 
day  came  when  it  was  good  for  British  trenches  and 
gun  positions;  when  it  was  worth  all  the  waiting,  if 
one  wished  to  see  the  drama  of  modern  war  intimately. 


Ill 
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MONS    AM)    r  \KI  . 

The  English  bnve  —  Stories  of  the  woiinile.) — The  cataci/sm  a 
reality  —  L.onlon  after  Mnijs —  I'hc  c:ill  t..  English  neti  —  The 
"Fog  of  war" — Irnrn  Ditppe  to  I'ari>. —  The  red  trousers  of 
the  Frcnih  —  Empty  Paris  —  Can  the  Citirnaii  machine  be  held? 
— "  Tlie  Frcnili  liav-  ■■>'  ]i:i  I  t'^'r  battle  set!" 


Back  from  Belgium  to  l'.iii:l;;ni.i:  then  across  the  Ch:in- 
ncl  a;^ain  to  15ou!(';^;ic,  wlicrc  I  saw  tlic  last  of  the 
IVench  garrison  inarch  away,  their  red  trtniscrs  a 
throbbing  target  along  the  roail  From  Boulogne  the 
British  had  ad\  anced  into  Belgium.  \o\v  ihcir  base 
was  moved  on  to  I  lavre.  Boulogne,  w  liieh  two  weeks 
before  had  been  cheering  the  ad\ent  ot  "  i'ommec  At- 
keens  "  singing  "  Why  should  we  be  downhearted?  " 
wac>  ominously  lifeless.  Ir  uas  a  tnwii  without  sol- 
diers, a  town  of  brick  and  mortar  and  pavements 
whose  very  dc fencclessncss  was  its  security  should  the 
Germans  come. 

The  only  British  there  were  a  few  stra\-  wounded 
officers  and  men  who  hati  found  their  way  back  from 
Mons.  They  had  no  idea  wliere  the  British  army 
was.  All  they  realised  u. .e  sleepless  nights,  the 
shock  of  combat,  o\erpowering  artillery  tire,  and  re- 
sisting the  onslaught  of  outnumbering  masses. 

An  officer  of  Lancers,  who  had  ridden  through  the 
German  cavalry  with  his  squadron,  dv.elt  on  the  glory 
of  that  moment.  What  did  his  wound  matter?  It 
had  come  with  the  burst  of  a  shell  in  a  %  illage  street 
■which  killed  his  horse  after  the  charge.     He  had  hob- 
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bled  au';iy,  rcr.c'icJ  n  rallrnaJ  train,  and  pot  on  board. 
That  was  all  he  knew. 

A  Sc.n:h  pri\:;tc  had  been  lyinj;  with  his  battalion 
in  a  trtiich  when  a  (icnnan  acTopl.inc  was  sighted. 
It  had  hardly  passed  by  wlien  siiowirs  of  shrapnel 
descended  and  the  (jernians,  in  tliat  <j;rev-greeM  so 
InirJ  to  see,  were  eoniiiiL,^  on  as  thick  as  locusts.  Then 
ihc  orders  came  to  fall  I'aek,  and  lie  was  hit  as  his 
battalion  made  another  stand,  lie  had  crawled  a 
mile  across  the  fields  in  the  nipht  wit!i  a  bullet  in  his 
arm.  A  medical  corps  oflicer  toKl  him  to  fi.nd  any 
transportation  he  could;  and  he,  too,  was  able  to  get 
aboard  a  train.     'I^hat  was  all  he  knew. 

These  wounded  had  been  tossed  aside  into  eddies 
by  the  maelstrom  of  action.  Thev  were  interesting^ 
because  they  were  the  hrst  British  uounded  ti.at  I  had 
seen;  because  the  war  was  \oung. 

Back  to  London  again  to  catch  t!ie  mail  with  an 
article.  One  was  to  "  commute  "  to  the  war  from 
London  as  home.  It  was  a  base  whence  0!ie  sallied 
forth  to  get  peeps  through  the  curtain  of  military 
secrecy  at  th.e  mighty  spectacle.  One  soaked  in  Eng- 
land at  intervals  ami  the  war  at  intervals.  Whenever 
one  stepped  on  the  pier  at  Folkestone  it  was  v.itli  a 
breath  of  relief,  born  of  a  sense  of  freedom  lonn  as- 
sociated  with  fields  and  hedges  on  the  other  side  of 
the  chalk  cli.is  which  seemed  to  make  the  sequesterin.f 
barrier  of  the  sea  ccuuplete. 

Those  days  of  late  August  and  early  Septcm.bLT, 
191.I,  were  gripping  days  to  the  memory.  I':  -er 
armies  were  pressing  forward  to  a  cataclysm  no  longer 
of  dread  imagination  but  of  reality.  That  e-.-.r  deet^- 
ening  and  sj-iieading  stain  from  Swit/erlai  1  to  the 
North  Sea  v. as  as  yet  only  a  splash  of  fr^.di  blood. 
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One  still  wondered  If  one  ini^ht  nut  uuke  up  in  the 
morning  and  lind  the  war  a  nightmare.  Pictures  that 
grow  clearer  with  time,  uiiiJi  the  persr'nal  memory 
cuuoscs  lor  its  own,  dissociate  themselves  from  a  back- 
ground of  detail. 

J  hjy  were  very  quiet,  this  pair  that  sat  at  the  next 
ta'le  in  t!ie  dining-room  of  a  Pondoii  hotel.  I  never 
sroke  to  them,  but  only  stole  discreet  glances  as  we 
..II  will  in  irresistible  temptation  at  any  ncv.iy-wcdded 
couple.  Neither  was  of  the  worldly  type.  One  knew 
tliat  to  this  young  girl  London  was  strange;  one  knew 
the  type  of  country  home  which  had  gi*  en  her  that  sim- 
ple chnrm  which  cities  cannot  breeti;  one  knew,  too, 
that  this  young  otTicer,  her  husband,  waited  for  word 
to  go  to  the  front. 

L'nconseiously  she  would  play  with  h.er  wedding- 
ring.  She  stole  covert  glances  at  it  and  at  him,  of  the 
kind  that  bring  a  catch  in  the  throat,  wlien  he  v.as  not 
looking  at  her  —  which  he  was  most  vi  the  time,  for 
reasons  which  v/ere  good  and  suiTicient  to  others  than 
himself.  Apprehended  in  "  wool-gathering,"  she 
mustered  a  smile  which  was  so  exclusively  for  him 
that  tile  neighbour  felt  that  he  ought  to  be  forgiven 
his  pei.:ps  from  the  tail  of  his  eye  at  it  because  it  was 
so  precious. 

They  u  dd  attempt  little  flights  of  talk  about 
everything  except  the  war.  Me  was  most  solicitous 
tl'.at  she  sh.ould  ha\'e  something  which  she  liked  to  eat, 
v.hilc  she  wai  equally  solicitous  about  him.  Wasn't 
he  going  "  out  there  "  ?  And  out  there  he  would  have 
to  li\e  on  army  fare.  It  was  all  appealing  to  the  old 
tra\cller.  And  then  the  next  morning  —  she  w.is 
alone,  alter  she  had  given  him  that  precious  smile  in 
parting.      Phe  incident  v/as  one  of  the  thousands  be- 
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fore  the  war  luul  bcconu-  :>■.'  ,;istitution,  dcnth  a  mat- 
ter of  routine,  and  it  was  a  commnn[>hce  for  younc; 
wives  to  see  young  husbands  away  tn  tlic  front  with  a 
smile. 

One  such  incident  docs  for  all.  wlicthcr  the  war  is 
younp;  or  old.  There  is  nothing  else  to  fll,  ewn 
when  you  know  wife  and  husband.  I  was  rither  glad 
that  I  tlid  not  know  this  pair.  Then  f  should  he  look- 
ing at  the  casualty  list  in  the  ncwsjiafier  each  morning 
antl  I  iniuht  not  enjoy  mv  faith  that  he  will  return 
alive.  i  liese  two  seemed  to  me  Mie  best  of  j'.ngland. 
I  used  to  think  ot  tluni  when  gossip  sought  the  latest 
turn  of  intrigue  under  the  niantle  of  censorship,  when 
Parliament  poured  out  its  oral  Hoods  and  the  news- 
papers their  volumes  of  words.  The  man  went  off 
to  light;  the  woman  returned  to  her  country  home.  It 
was  the  hour  of  war,  not  of  talk. 

On  that  Sunday  in  London  when  the  trutli  about 
Mons  api'cared  stark  to  all  I  !iL!;l.iiui,  another  young 
man  happcneil  to  hu\  a  special  edition  at  a  street  cor- 
ner at  the  same  time  as  m\self.  By  all  criteria,  the 
world  and  his  tailor  had  treated  him  well  and  he  de- 
served well  of  the  world.  We  spoke  together  about 
the  news.  .Mi'eaJy  the  new  democracy  which  the  war 
had  developed  was  in  evidence.  Iv.'crvbodv  had  com- 
mon tliouglns  and  a  common  thing  at  stake,  with 
values  reckoned  in  Ii\es.  and  this  makes  for  equality. 

"  It's  clear  that  we  have  had  a  bad  knock.  Why 
deny  it?"  i;c  said.  J  hen  he  aiKled  quietlv,  after  a 
pause:  "  Th.is  is  a  personal  call  for  me.  I'm  going 
to  enlist." 

England's  answer  to  tha.t  "  bad  knock  "  was  out  of 
her  experience.  She  had  never  won  at  first,  but  she 
had  always  won  in  the  end;  she  had  won  the  last  bat- 
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tic.  I  he  next  i.ia)'s  news  w.is  worse  and  the  next 
day's  still  worse.  I  he  (jernians  secmcil  to  be  ap- 
jiroaching  Paris  by  toreed  inarciics.  I'aiis  might  tall 
—  no  matter!  TIioul;!!  the  I  reneh  army  were  sliat- 
tered,  one  heard  Ijij^lishinen  say  that  tlie  British 
would  create  an  army  to  wrest  victory  frotn  deleat. 
1  he  spirit  ot  tiiis  was  titic,  Init  one  realised  the  enor- 
mity of  the  task;  should  the  mii^hty  (icrmun  maeliine 
erush  the  IVench  machine,  the  Allies  li.id  lost.  To  say 
so  then  was  heresy,  wjicn  tlie  world  was  inclined  to 
think  pt)orly  of  the  I'rcpch  army  and  s.iw  Russian  num- 
bers as  irresistible. 

The  personal  call  was  to  Paris  before  the  fate  of 
Paris  was  to  be  decided.  My  lirst  crossin:^  (;f  tb.e 
Channel  had  been  to  ( )>tend;  the  second,  farther  sf)uth 
to  Boulogne;  the  third  was  still  farther  south,  to 
Dieppe.  Where  next?  I'o  llaviel  i'.vents  were 
moving  with  the  speed  which  IkuI  been  foreseen  with 
myriads  of  soldiers  ready  to  be  thrown  into  battle  b\ 
the  quick  march  of  the  railroad  trains. 

Every  event  was  hidden  under  the  "  fog  of  war," 
then  a  current  expression  —  meagre  official  bulletins 
wliich  read  like  hope  in  their  brief  lines,  while  the  im- 
agination might  read  as  it  chose  between  the  lines, 
i'he  marvel  was  that  any  but  troop  trains  should  run. 
.All  night  in  that  tliird-class  cinich  fron)  Dieppe  to 
I'aris!  Tired  and  preoccupied  passengers;  every 
one's  heart  hea\y;  every  fmi's  soul  wrenJied;  e\erv 
one  prepared  for  the  worst!  I'ou  cared  for  no  other 
man's  views;  the  one  thing  you  wanted  was  no  b;;'d 
news.  France  had  known  that  when  the  war  came 
it  would  be  to  the  death.  From  the  first  no  French- 
man could  have  had  any  illusions.  Fngland  had  not 
realised  yet  that  her  fate  was  with  the  soldiers  of 
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Fraruc,  or  I'ramc  that  luT  fate  aiul  all  the  uorM's  was 
with  the  I'iiiiih  licet. 

An  Itahan  in  nur  compartment  would  talk,  how- 
ever, and  he  Would  keep  tlio  topic  ilnun  to  red 
trousers,  anvl  to  the  red  trousers  ol'  a  I  rench  Ttrri- 
torial  opposite  with  an  index  f.nger  when  his  jjcsticu- 
latory  knowledge  of  the  I  leiiJi  lan^uaue.  \'.hiLh  was 
excellent,  came  to  the  rescue  of  his  verhal  know  led;i;e, 
which  was  poor.  I'lie  l'"renchman  au'recd  that  red 
trousers  were  a  mistake,  hut  pointed  to  the  blue  co\-er- 
inji;  which  he  !!::vi  for  his  cap  —  which  made  it  all 
rij^ht.  The  Italian  insisted  on  keepinij;  to  the  trcai- 
sers.  He  talked  red  trousers  till  the  I'renchman  ^ot 
out  at  his  station  and  then  turnevl  to  me  to  contlrrn  his 
views  on  this  fatal  strate^^ic  and  tactical  error  of  the 
French.  After  all,  he  was  more  pe,  tinent  than  most 
of  the  military  experts  tryinj^  to  w  rite  on  the  ba^is  of 
the  military  bulletins.  It  was  droll  to  listen  to  this 
sartorial  liiscuurse,  when  at  least  two  hundred  thon- 
sand  men  lay  ilead  and  wountled  from  that  day's  tij^ht 
on  the  soil  of  I'rance.  Red  trousers  were  responsible 
for  the  deatli  of  a  lot  of  them. 

Dawn,  ea.rly  September  dawn,  on  dew-moi  ,t  fields, 
where  th.e  harvests  lay  unfinished  as  the  workers,  hr.s- 
teninpr  to  the  call  of  war.  had  left  the  w<irk.  Across 
Paris,  which  seemed  as  silent  as  the  lields,  to  a  hotel 
With  emptv  r(>oms  I  I'i\-e  huinired  emplv  r(^oins,  with 
a  clock  tickinif  busily  in  every  room  !  War  or  no  war, 
that  old  man  who  wound  the  clocks  was  makini;  his 
rounds  softlv  throui'h  the  halls  from  door  to  door. 
lie  wa.s  a  pood  soldier,  who  h.ad  lieeded  Jollrc's  re- 
(juest  that  every  one  should  go  on  with  jils  eia\'s  work. 

"  1  he\'re  done!"  said  an  Americ::n  in  t!ie  fo-.jr. 
"  The  I- rench  could  not  stand  up  against  the  Germans 
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--anybody  could  ^cc  th.it!  lis  too  b.v.i,  but  the 
i'rcnch  arc  licked.  The  Cicniians  will  be  here  to- 
morrow or  the  next  day." 

1  could  not  and  would  nut  bcl!c\c  it.  Such  a  dis- 
aster vas  against  all  one's  belief  in  the  I'rcnch  army 
and  in  t!ie  leal  character  of  the  I'rench  people.  It 
meant  that  autocracy  was  iTiaking  sport  of  deinocrncv; 
it  meant  disaster  to  all  one's  precepts;  a  personal  dis- 
aster. 

"  Look  at  that  interior  line  which  the  French  now 
hold.  Think  of  the  power  of  the  defensive  with 
modern  arms.  Xo !  The  French  have  not  hatl  their 
battle  yet!  "  I  said. 

And  the  British  Fxpcditic^nary  Force  was  still 
Intact :  t>iill  an  army,  with  lots  of  tiglit  left  in  it. 
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PARIS  \\'.\rrs 


The  Paris  of  the  boulfvanls  a  iliail  city  —  )lo\v  Ntarianne  goe:*  to 
war  —  The  Germans  arc  cumins; !  —  Silence  and  darkness  — 
M(ioiiIi;;ht  on  the  Arc  de  Trioinplie  —  Tru»t  in  Joflrt  and  in  the 
army —  I'uin   of   llie   tide  —  JotTre's   cnmrnunirjuvs   note   defirite 

—  Positions   ri'^ai]itd — 'Die   Ficnch  in   pursuit — Pari;;  breathes 
a,:.iin  —  A  Sunday  of  relief —  Religious  rejoicing;  at  Notre  Dame 

—  Ciroups  in  the  rafc^  —  Tlie  American  F.mbassy  "mobilised  for 
war" — "In  tpiie  of  '70,  France  siili  lived." 

It  was  tlv>;i  tl^at  pcojilc  were  speaking  of  Paris  as  a 
dcaJ  c'ty  —  a  i^iris  without  theatres,  without  young 
men.  v,iihoi;t  omnibuses,  witii  the  shutters  of  its  shops 
(it)U!i  and  its  cat-'s  ami  restaurants  in  ji;loomy  empti- 
ness. 

The  Piiris  t!ie  !iost  of  the  idler  aiid  the  traveller, 
the  Paris  of  the  boulevards  and  the  night  life  pro- 
vided for  the  tourist,  the  Paris  that  sparkled  and 
smiled  in  entertainment,  the  Paris  exploited  to  the 
average  American  through  Sunday  supplements  and 
the  reminiscei;ces  oi  smoking-rooms  of  transatlantic 
liners,  was  dead.  Those  who  knew  no  other  Parij 
and  conjectured  no  other  Paris  departed  as  from  the 
tomb  of  the  pleasures  which  had  been  the  passing  ex- 
travaganza of  relief  from  dull  lives  elsewhere.  The 
Parisieime  of  that  Paris  spent  a  thousand  francs  to  get 
her  pet  dog  safe!;.-  away  to  Marseilles.  Politicians 
of  a  craven  type,  who  are  the  curse  of  all  democracies, 
had  gone  to  keep  her  company,  leaving  Paris  cleaner 
than  ever  she  was  after  the  streets  had  had  their  morn- 
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Ing  bath  on  a  spring  day  when  the  horse  chestnuts 
were  in  bloom  and  Madame  was  arranging  her  early 
editions  on  the  table  of  her  kiosk  —  a  spiritually  clean 
Paris. 

Monsieur,  would  you  have  America  judged  by  the 
White  Way?  What  has  the  White  Way  to  do  with 
the  New  York  of  Seventy-second  Street  or  Harlem? 
It  serves  the  same  purpose  as  the  boulevards  of  fur- 
nishing scandalous  little  paragraphs  for  foreign  news- 
papers. Foreigners  visit  it  and  think  tluit  thev  un- 
derstand how  Americans  live  in  Stockbritige.  Mass., 
or  Springfield,  111.  I-^mpty  its  hotels  ami  nobodv  but 
sightseers  and  people  interested  in  the  White  Way 
would  know  the  difference. 

The  i)ther  Paris,  making  ready  to  stand  siege,  with 
the  Government  gone  to  Bordeaux  with  all  the  gold 
of  the  Bank  of  France,  with  the  enemy's  gims  audible 
in  the  suburbs  and  old  men  cutting  down  trees  ami 
tearing  up  paving-stones  to  barricade  the  streets  — 
never  had  rhat  Paris  been  more  ali\e.  It  was  after 
the  death  of  the  old  and  the  birth  of  the  new  Paris 
that  an  elderly  man,  seeing  a  group  of  women  at  tea 
in  one  of  the  few  fashionable  refreshment  places  which 
were  open,  stopped  and  said: 

"  Can  you  find  nuthing  better  than  tiiat  to  do, 
ladies,  in  a  time  like  this?  " 

And  the  Latin  temperament  gave  the  world  a  sur- 
prise. Those  who  judged  France  by  her  playful  Paris 
thought  that  if  a  f'renchman  gesticulated  so  em.otion- 
ally  in  the  course  of  every-day  existence,  he  would  get 
overwhelmingly  excited  in  a  great  emergency.  One 
evening,  after  the  repulse  of  the  Germans  on  the 
Marne,  I  saw  two  French  reserves  dining  in  a  famous 
restaurant  where,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  four  out 
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of  fwc  (liners  ordinarily  would  be  foreigners  survey- 
in^r  on  another  in  a  study  of  Parisian  life.  They 
were  liig,  rosy-eheeked  men,  country  born  and  bred, 
belonging  to  the  new  France  of  si.iorts,  of  action,  of 
temperate  habits,  and  they  were  jokin.L^  about  dining 
tliere  just  as  two  sturdy  Westerners  might  about  din- 
ing in  a  deserted  Broad^^•ay.  The  foreigners  and 
dt-ii'i-iuoiiiliinics  were  noticeably  absent;  a  pair  of 
I'reiuhmen  were  in  the  place  of  the  absentees;  and 
alter  their  dinner  they  smoked  their  black  briar-root 
pipes  in  that  fasliionable  restaurant. 

Among  the  picture  post-rards  then  on  sale  was  one 
of  Mariaiine,  wiio  is  France,  bound  for  the  front  in 
an  aeroplane  with  a  crowing  French  cock  sitting  on 
the  brace  abo\-e  her.  Marianne  looked  as  hai^py  as 
if  she  were  going  to  the  races;  the  cock  as  triumphant 
as  il  he  h:!d  a  spur  tl'.rough  the  German  eagle's  throat, 
riowever,  liiere  was  little  sale  for  picture  post-cards 
or  other  trin(.s,  while  Paris  waited  for  the  siege. 
They  ilid  not  help  to  win  victories.  News  and  not 
jcHx  d\:piit,  \ietory  and  not  wit,  was  wanted. 

For  Marianne  went  to  war  with  her  liberty  cap 
drawn  tight  over  her  Srow,  a  beat  in  her  temples,  and 
her  heart  in  her  throat;  and  the  co.-k  had  his  head 
down  and  pointed  at  the  enemy.  She  was  relieved 
in  a  way,  as  all  lujrope  was.  that  the  thing  had  con^c; 
at  last  an  end  of  the  straining  of  competitive  taxation 
and  preparation;  at  last  the  test.  She  had  no  chan- 
nel, as  England  had,  between  her  and  the  foe.  De- 
feat meant  the  heel  of  the  enemy  on  her  soil,  German 
sentries  in  her  streets,  submission.  Long  and  hard 
she  had  trained;  while  the  outside  world,  thinking  of 
the  Paris  of  the  boulevards,  thought  that  she  could 
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not  resist  the  Kaiser's  legions.  She  was  effeminate, 
tiicrc.  She  was  all  right  to  run  cat'^s  and  make  artifi- 
cial flowers,  but  she  lacked  beef.  All  the  prestige 
was  with  her  enemy.  In  '70  all  the  prestige  had  been 
With  her.  I'or  there  is  no  prestige  like  military  pres- 
tige.     It  is  all  with  those  who  won  the  last  war. 

"  But  if  we  must  succumb,  let  it  be  now,"  said  the 
Trench. 

On,  on  —  the  (German  corps  were  coming  like  sonic 
machiiic-controlletl  avalanche  of  armed  men.  I!\ery 
report  brought  them  a  little  nearer  Paris.  Ah,  mon- 
sieur, they  had  numbers,  those  Germans !  Iaxtv  (ier- 
man  mother  has  many  sons;  a  French  mother  only 
one  or  two. 

Mow  could  one  believe  those  official  cominuui'/nrs 
which  kept  saying  that  the  position  of  the  French 
irmies  was  favourable  and  then  admitted  that  von 
i\Iiick  had  adxancetl  another  twenty  miles?  The 
heart  of  Taris  stopped  beating.  Paris  held  its  brentli. 
Perhaps  ihr  reason  there  was  no  panic  was  that 
I'ari-i.ins  had  been  prepared  for  the  uorst. 

What  silence!  '1  he  old  men  and  women  in  the 
>^treets  mo\ed  as  under  a  spell,  which  was  the  sense 
"1  their  own  helplessness.  But  few  peojile  were 
a'oroad,  and  those  going  on  errands  apparently.  The 
absctice  ot  tratHc  and  pedestrians  heiglitened  the  sepul- 
chral appearance  to  superficial  observation.  At  the 
windows  of  flats,  inside  the  little  shops,  and  on  b\-- 
streets.  you  saw  waiting  faces,  every  one  with  the 
vvci-ht  of  national  grief  become  personal.  Was 
P.. ris  ahve'  Yes,  if  Paris  is  luiman  and  not  bricks 
a:vi  stone.  I-.\ery  Parisian  was  living  a  ce-uury  in  a 
v.eek.     So,  too,  was  one  who  lo\ed  France.      In  the 


40      MY  YEAR  OF  THE  GREAT  WAR 

prospect  of  its  loss  he  realised  the  value  of  all  that 
France  stands  for,  her  genius,  her  democracy,  her 
spirit. 

One  recalled  how  German  officers  had  said  that  the 
next  war  would  be  the  end  of  France.  An  indemnity 
which  wouK;  crush  out  her  power  of  recovery  would 
be  imposed  on  her.  Her  northern  ports  would  be 
taken,  trance,  the  most  homojrcneous  of  nations, 
would  be  divided  into  separate  nationalities  —  even 
this  the  (icrmans  had  planned.  Those  who  read 
their  Shakespeare  in  the  lanifuafre  they  learned  in 
childhood  had  no  doubt  of  England's  coming  out  of 
the  war  secure;  but  if  we  thouglit  which  foreign  civi- 
lisation brought  us  the  most  in  our  lives,  it  was  that 
of  France. 

What  would  the  world  be  without  French  civilisa- 
tion? To  think  of  IVance  dead  was  to  think  of  cells 
in  your  own  brain  that  had  gone  lifeless;  of  some- 
t[i'ng  irreparably  extinguished  to  every  man  to  whom 
civilisation  means  more  than  material  power  of  de- 
struction. The  sense  of  what  miglit  be  lost  appealed 
to  you  at  e\ery  turn  in  scenes  once  merely  characteris- 
tic of  a  whole,  each  witn  an  appeal  oi  its  own  now; 
in  the  types  of  people  who,  by  their  conduct  in  this 
hour  of  trial,  showed  that  Spartan  hearts  might  beat 
in  Paris  —  the  Spartan  hearts  of  the  mass  of  every- 
day, work-a-day  I'arisians. 

'Fhose  waiting  at  home  calmly  with  their  thoughts, 
m  a  France  of  apprehension,  knew  that  their  fate  was 
out  of  their  hands  in  the  hands  of  their  youth.  The 
tide  or  battle  wavering  from  .Meaux  to  \'erdun  might 
engull  them;  it  might  recede:  but  Paris  would  resist 
to  the  last.  That  was  something.  She  would  resist 
in  a  manner  worthy  of  Paris;  and  one  could  live  on 
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very  little  food.  Their  fatners  had.  Every  day  that 
Paris  held  out  would  be  a  liay  lost  to  the  Germans  and 
a  day  gained  for  Jotfre  and  Sir  John  !•  rcnch  to  brine; 
up  reserves. 

The  street  hjnps  should  not  reveal  to  Zeppelins  or 
Taubes  tiie  locuticjn  of  precious  monuments.  Vou 
misfit  walk  the  lenn;th  of  the  Champs  filysees  without 
meeting  a  vehicle  or  more  than  two  or  three  pedes- 
trians. The  avenue  was  all  \our  own;  you  might 
appreciate  it  as  an  avenue  for  itself;  and  c\ery  build- 
ing and  even  the  skyline  of  the  streets  you  might  ap- 
preciate, free  of  any  association  except  the  thought  of 
the  results  of  man's  planning  and  building.  Silent, 
deserted  Paris  by  moonlight,  without  street  lamps  — 
^  few  had  ever  seen  that.  Millionaire  tourists  with 
retinues  of  ser\ants  following  them  in  automobiles 
may  never  know  this  effect;  nor  the  i'arisienne  who 
paid  a  thousand  francs  to  send  her  pet  dog  to  Mar- 
seilles. 

The  moonlight  threw  the  Arc  dc  Triomphe  in  ex- 
aggerated spectral  relief,  sprinkled  the  leaves  of  the 
long  rows  of  trees,  glistened  on  the  upsweep  of  the 
broad  pavements,  gleamed  on  the  Seine.  Paris  was 
majestic,  as  scornful  of  Prussian  eagles  as  the  Parthe- 
non of  Roman  eagles.  A  column  of  soldiery  march- 
ing in  triumph  under  the  Arch  might  possess  as  a  po- 
liceman possesses;  but  not  by  arms  could  they  gain 
the  quality  that  made  Paris,  any  more  than  the  Roman 
legionary  became  a  Greek  scholar  by  doing  sentry-  go 
in  front  of  the  Parthenon.  Every  Parisian  felt  anew 
how  dear  Paris  was  to  him;  how  worthy  of  some  great 
sacrifice ! 

If  New  York  were  in  danger  of  falling  tn  an  enemy, 
the  splendid  length  of  Fifth  Avenue  and  the  majesty 
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oi  tfiL-  sky-scrapers  of  I(.\vcr  Broadway  and  the  bay 
and  the  rivers  would  becojiie  vivid  to'vou  in  a  way 
they  ne\er  had  before;  or  \Vasliin(,rton,'or  S-.n  Fran- 
cisco, or  Boston  —  or  your  own  town.  The  thing  that 
IS  a  commonplace,  when  you  are  about  to  loi,e  it'takes 
on  a  cherished  value. 

ro-iiHjrrow  the  (jerman  gims  miglit  be  thundering 
in  front  of  the  fortilicutions.     The  commimiqucs  from 
Joffre  became  less  frequent  and  more  laconic.      Their 
wording  was  like  some  trembling,  fateful  nc-dle  of  a 
barometer,  pausing,  reacting  a  little,  but  going  down, 
down,  down,  indicator  of  the  heart-pressure  of  Paris, 
shrivelling  the  flesh,  tightening  the  ner\  es.     Already 
Paris   was   in   siege,    in   one   sense.      Her   exits   were 
guarded   against   all   who   were   not   in   uniform   and 
gomg  to  hght;  to  all  who  had  no  purpose  except  to  see 
what  was  passing  where  two  hundred  miles  resounded 
u-th  strife.      It  was  enough  to  see  Paris  itself  await- 
ing the  siege;  lighting  one  was  yet  to  see  to  repletion. 
1  he  situation  must  be  very  bad  or  the  Government 
would  not  ha\c  gone  to  Bordeaux,     .//ore,  one  must 
trust  the  army  and  the  armv  must  trust  F'ttre.     There 
IS  no  trust  like  that  of  a  democracy  "when  it  gives 
Its   heart  to   a   cause;  the  trust  of  the   mass   in  the 
strength  of  the  mass  which  sweeps  away  the  middle- 
man  (A  intrigue. 

And  silence,  only  silence.  In  Paris;  the  silence  of  the 
old  men  and  the  women,  and  of  children  who  had 
cea^d  to  p'ay  and  could  not  understand.  Xo  one 
m'ght  see  v.  hat  was  going  on  unless  he  carried  a  rifie. 
Ao  one  might  see  even  the  wounded.  Paris  was 
spared  this,  isolated  in  the  midst  of  war  The 
\\oun,h,\  were  '^cnt  out  of  reach  of  the  Germans  in 
ease  they  should  come. 
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Thfn  the  indicator  stopped  falling.  It  throbbed 
upward.  The  commun'uiucs  became  more  definite; 
ttiey  told  of  positions  regn'-.cd,  and  borne  in  the  ether 
by  the  wireless  of  telepathy  w  as  something  which  con- 
tirmcti  the  coviviinti'/iu's.  .At  first  ''.tris  was  uneasy 
with  the  news,  so  set  had  history  been  on  repeating 
itscif.  so  remorselessly  certain  had  seemed  the  Ckr- 
man  athance.  But  it  was  true,  true  —  the  Ciermans 
Wire  going,  with  the  French  in  pursuit,  now  twenty, 
now  thirty,  now  forty,  now  fifty,  sixty,  seventy  miles 
awav  from  I^iris.      '\'es,  monsieur,  se\'cnty! 

With  the  needle  rising,  did  Paris  gather  in  crowds 
and  surge  through  the  streets,  singing  and  shouting 
itself  hoarse,  as  it  ought  to  have  done  according  to  the 
popular  international  idea?  No,  monsieur,  Paris  will 
not  riot  in  joy  in  the  presence  of  the  dead  on  the  bat- 
tlefields and  while  German  troops  are  still  within  the 
boundaries  of  France.  Paris,  which  had  been  with 
heart  standing  still  and  breathing  hard,  began  to 
breathe  regularly  again  and  the  glow  of  life  to  run 
through  its  veins.  In  the  markets,  whitli  :■  Madame 
brought  succulent  melons,  pears,  and  grapes  with  com- 
monplace vegetables,  the  talk  of  bargaining  house- 
wives with  their  baskets  had  something  of  its  old  vi- 
\acity  and  Madame  stiffened  prices  a  litile.  for  there 
w  ill  be  heavy  taxes  to  pay  for  the  war.  Children,  so 
lusceptible  to  surroundings,  broke  out  of  the  quiet 
alleys  and  doorways  in  play  again. 

A  Sunday  of  relief,  with  a  radiant  September  sun 
shining,  followed  a  Sunday  of  depression.  The  old 
taxicabs  and  the  horse  vehicles  with  their  venerable 
steeds  and  drivers  too  old  for  service  at  the  front, 
exhumed  from  the  catacomb  of  the  hours  of  doubt, 
ran  up  and  down  the  Champs  tlysees  with  airing  par- 
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tics.  At  Notre  Dame  the  religious  rejoicing  was  ex- 
pressed. A  great  service  of  prayer  was  held  by  the 
priests  who  were  not  away  fighting  for  France,  as 
three  thousand  are,  while  joyful  prayers  of  thanks 
shone  on  the  faces  of  that  democratic  people  who  have 
not  hesitated  to  discipline  the  church  as  they  have 
(.iisciplincd  their  rulers.  Croups  gathered  in  the  cafes 
or  sauntered  slowly,  talking  less  than  usual,  gesticu- 
lating little,  rolling  o\  er  the  good  news  in  their  minds 
as  something  beyond  the  power  of  expression.  How 
ban  1  to  say,  "  C'cst  chic,  (^a!  "  or,  "  Ccst  cpatant!  " 
Language  is  for  little  things. 

That  pile  of  posters  at  the  American  Embassy  was 
already  historical  souvenirs  which  won  a  smile.  The 
name  of  every  American  resident  in  Paris  and  his  ad- 
dress had  been  tilled  in  the  blank  space.  I  le  had  only 
to  put  up  the  warning  over  his  door  that  the  premises 
were  under  the  I'.mbassy's  protection.  Ambassador 
Herrick,  suave,  decisive,  resourceful,  possessed  the 
gilt  of  acting  in  a  great  emergency  with  the  same  ease 
and  simplicity  as  in  a  small  one,  which  is  a  gift  some- 
times found  wanting  when  a  crisis  breaks  upon  the 
routine  of  official  life. 

He  had  the  courage  to  act  and  the  ability  to  secure 
a  favour  for  an  American  when  it  was  reasonable;  and 
the  courage  to  say  "  No  "  if  it  were  unreasonable  or 
impracticable.  No  one  of  the  throngs  who  had  busi- 
ness with  him  was  kept  long  at  the  door  in  uncertainty. 
In  its  organisation  for  facilitating  the  home-going  of 
the  thousands  of  Americans  in  Paris  and  the  Ameri- 
cans coming  to  Paris  from  other  parts  of  Europe,  the 
American  I:!mbassy  in  Paris  seemed  as  well  mobilised 
for  its  part  in  the  war  as  the  German  army. 

In  spite  of  '70,  France  still  lived.     You  noted  the 
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faces  of  the  women  in  fresh  black  for  their  dead  at  the 
front,  a  little  drawn  but  proud  and  victorious.  The 
son  or  brother  or  husband  had  died  for  the  country. 
When  a  fast  automobile  bearing  officers  had  a  Ger- 
man helmet  or  two  displayed,  the  people  stopped  to 
look.  A  captured  German  in  the  Hesh  on  a  front  seat 
beside  a  soldier  chauffeur  brought  the  knots  to  a  stand- 
still. "  I'oila!  C'l'st  un  /llLmand!"  ran  the  uni- 
\crsal  exclamation.  But  Paris  soon  became  used  to 
these  stray  German  prisoners,  left-overs  from  the  Gcr- 
m m  retreat  coming  in  from  the  fields  to  surrender. 
1  lie  batches  went  through  by  train  without  stopping 
I'lr  Paris,  southward  to  the  camps  where  they  were  to 
be  interned;  and  the  trains  of  wounded  to  winter  re- 
sorts, whose  hotels  became  hospitals,  the  verandas  oc- 
cujiied  by  convalescents  instead  of  gossiping  tourists. 
It  is  /rt'i  a  la  mode  to  be  wounded,  monsieur  — 
tii-s  a  la  mode  all  over  Kurope. 

And,  monsieur,  all  those  barricades  put  up  for 
nothing  I  They  will  not  need  the  cattle  gathered  on 
I.ongehamps  race-track  and  in  the  parks  at  Versailles 
ior  a  siege.  The  people  who  laid  in  stocks  of  canned 
goods  till  the  groceries  of  Paris  were  empty  of  every- 
thing in  tins  —  they  would  either  have  to  live  on 
canned  food  or  confess  that  they  were  pigs,  hcinl* 
i  hose  volunteers,  whether  young  men  who  had  been 
excused  because  they  were  only  sons  or  for  weak 
hearts  which  now  let  them  past  the  surgeons,  whether 
big.  hulking  farmers,  or  labourers,  or  stooped  clerks, 
drilling  in  awkward  squnds  in  the  suburbs  till  they  are 
dizzy,  they  will  not  have  to  defend  Paris;  but,  per- 
haps, help  to  regain  Alsace  and  Lorraine. 

Then  there  were  stories  going  the  rounds;  stories 
of  French  courage  and  i-lan  which  were  cheering  to 
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the  ea  s  of  those  who  had  to  remain  at  home.  Did 
you  hear  ..bout  tlie  bi^'  I  rench  peasant  soldier  who 
captured  ;i  Prussian  eaj^le  in  Alsace?  'I  hey  had  him 
come  to  I'aris  to  f^ive  him  the  I.e^ion  of  I  lonour  and 
the  great  men  made  a  ceremony  of  it,  ^atherin|» 
around  liim  at  t!ie  Ministry  of  War.  1  he  simple 
fellow  hoked  from  one  to  another  of  the  ^rouji,  sur- 
prised at  .dl  this  attention.  It  did  not  occur  to  him 
thn.t  he  !!'>'  done  anythinLj  remarkable.  lie  h;".d  seen 
a  Prussian  witii  a  standard  and  taken  tlie  standard 
awpy  from  that  P'";>sian. 

"  \i  \(:u  like  t!r  so  we'd,"  said  that  droll  one,  "  I'll 
try  to  ;j;et  ant^ilier !  " 

C't\'t  un  irui  fraiiru!>,  that  (jari^on.      What? 
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An  excursion  to  the  froirt  —  The  manic  I'l  a  iiillitar\  pavs  —  The  hish- 
water  mark  of  Cieniiaii  slitlli — Rilurii  of  tl;c  ri'u:;;cis — late 
of  the  villa;jcs  —  War's  results — Biir>iii<;  the  dcaJ  —  1  he  vic- 
torious spirit  of  France  —  Apprn.iciiin^  the  line  —  Koll  a;ul  ^muke 
of  the  j.'uns  —  I'assinp;  the  niotnr  tran'.porfs  —  Army  nr^aiii«a- 
lioii  —  l.i;,e  reserve?  —  Newspapers  and  tnhaccn  —  S.^isions  de- 
•  ertcd  —  i^toicism  of  tlie  townspeople  —  (jtrman  prisoners  — 
Fhe  Sixih  Army  htad'iuarters  —  A  town  in  ruin-i  —  Character 
of  French  women  —  French  democracy  and  liumanitv. 


J  iioroii  t!ie  (it-rrTiaris  were  f^nin-j;,  the  sicj^c  In'  the 
C'M\ion  of  I-"rciiJi  i2;uarils  around  I'.iris  Iiad  not  been 
raised.  I  o  t!-.eni  every  civilian  was  a  possible  spy. 
^-  >  they  let  no  e!\inans  by.  Must  one  remain  forever 
in  Paris,  screeneil  from  any  view  of  t!ie  ^reat  ilrama? 
Was  there  no  way  of  securin^r  a  blue  card  which  would 
open  t!ie  road  to  war  for  an  atom  of  humanity  who 
wanted  to  sec  IVcnchmen  in  action  and  not  to  pry  into 
generals'  plans? 

I  lappily,  an  army  winninp:  is  more  iiospitable  than 
an  army  losinLj:  and  bonds  of  friendship  which  stretch 
around  the  world  could  be  linked  with  authoritv  which 
has  only  to  say  the  word  in  order  that  one  mip;ht  have 
a  day's  glimpse  of  the  fields  where  von  Kluck's  Ger- 
mans were  showinp;  their  heels  to  t:ie  I'rench. 

Ours,  I  think,  was  the  pioneer  of  the  siphtseeinfr 
parties  which  afterward  became  the  accepted  form  of 
war  corrcspomlence  with  the  l>ench.  None  could 
hn\e  been  under  more  deliL^luful  auspices  in  compan- 
i(mship  or  in  the  event.      N'ietorv  was  in  the  hearts  of 
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our  hosts,  who  included  M.  Paul  Doumcr,  formerly 
prfsidcnr  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  and  jrovernor 
of  I nrnh  Indo-China  and  now  a  senator,  and  G -neral 
Ic\ri(.T,  ot  the  l-'rench  MeiHcal  Service,  who  wr  s  to 
ha\e  had  Jiar^'e  of  the  sanitation  of  Paris  in  case  of 
a  sie^e. 

M.  Doinner  was  acting  as  Chef  dc  Cabinet  to  Gen- 
eral (lalJlLni.  the  commandant  of  Paris,  and  be  and 
(leneral  I  evrier  and  two  other  officers  of  Ciallieni's 
staff,  who  would  have  been  up  to  their  eyes  in  work 
if  there  had  been  a  siege,  wanted  to  see  somcthinji  of 
that  army  whose  valour  had  given  them  a  holiday. 
Why  should  not  Roberts  and  myself  come  along? 
which  IS  the  pleasant  way  the  French  have  of  putting 
an  invitation. 

I  he  other  member  of  the  party  was  the  veteran 
European  correspondent  and  representative  of  the  As- 
sociatetl  Press  in  Paris,  l\lmer  Roberts,  who  would 
not  be  doing  his  duty  to  Melville  K.  Stone  if  he  did  not 
arrange  for  opportunities  of  this  kind.  I  was  really 
hanging  onto  Roberts's  coat-tails.  Other  men  may 
ha\e  publicity  as  individuals  in  a  single  newspaper  or 
maga/ine,  but  the  readers  of  a  thousand  newspapers 
take  their  news  from  Paris  through  him  without  know- 
ing his  name. 

Oh,  the  magic  of  a  military  p-'.ss  and  the  compan- 
ionshiji  of  an  officer  in  uniform  I  It  separates  you 
from  the  crowd  of  millions  on  the  other  side  of  the 
blank  wall  of  military  secrecy  and  takes  you  into  the 
area  of  the  millions  in  uniform;  it  wins  a  nod  of  con- 
sent from  that  middle-aged  reservist  on  a  road  whose 
bayonet  has  the  police  power  of  millions  of  bayonets 
in  support  of  its  authority. 

At  last  one  was  to  see;  the  measure  of  his  impres- 
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sicns  was  to  be  his  own  eyes  and  not  the  written  re- 
ports. Other  passes  I  have  had  since,  which  i^ave  me 
the  run  of  trenches  and  shell-tire  areas;  but  this  pass 
opened  the  first  door  to  the  war.  I  hat  day  we  ran 
by  Meaux  and  to  Chateau  Thierry  to  Soissons  and 
back  by  Senl-s  to  Paris.  We  saw  a  finder's  breadth 
of  battle  area  ;  a  pin  point  jf  army  front.  Only  a  ride 
nionf^  a  broad,  tine  road  out  of  I'aris,  at  first;  a  road 
which  our  cars  had  all  to  themselves.  Then  at  Claye 
wc  came  to  the  high-water  mark  of  the  (jernian  in- 
vasion. This  close  to  Paris  in  that  direction  and  no 
closer  had  the  Germans  come. 

1  here  was  the  tield  where  the  skirmishers  had 
turned  back.  Farther  on,  tlie  branches  of  the  avenue 
of  trees  which  shaded  the  road  had  been  slashed  as 
if  by  a  whirlwind  o(  knives,  where  the  French  soixantc- 
qiiitizc  tield  guns  had  found  a  target.  Under  that 
sudden  bath  of  projectiles,  with  the  French  infantry 
pressing  forward  on  their  front,  the  German  gunners 
could  not  wait  to  take  away  the  cord  of  five-inch  shells 
which  they  had  piled  to  bla/e  their  way  to  Paris.  One 
guessed  their  haste  and  ♦■heir  irritation.  They  were 
within  range  of  the  fortifications;  within  two  hours' 
march  of  the  suburbs  of  the  Mecca  of  forty  years  of 
preparation.  After  all  that  march  from  Belgium, 
with  no  break  in  the  programme  of  success,  the 
thunders  broke  and  lightning  flashed  out  of  the 
sky  as  Manoury's  army  rushed  upon  von  Kluck's 
flank. 

"  It  was  not  the  way  that  they  wanted  us  to  get 
the  shells,"  said  a  French  peasant,  who  was  taking  one 
of  the  shell  baskets  for  a  souvenir.  It  would  make 
an  excellent  umbrella  stand. 

For  the  French  it  had  been  the  turn  of  the  tide: 
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for  that  little  Hritish  army  which  had  fought  its  way 
back  i'vuin  Mons  it  was  tlie  sweet  dream,  uliich  had 
kept  nun  up  on  the  retreat,  come  true.  Wearv  Gei- 
m;'iv-,  alier  a  fearful  two  weeks  of  ellort.  became  the 
dri\en.  \\'eai-\  British  a;ul  I  rench  'urneti  lirixer';.  A 
ii\[M)der:;.;c  ol  \-!Cti);-y  renewed  their  energv.  Paris 
-.v,.;-,  at  tlK.'ir  back,  a-id  the  Cierman  lucks  in  front, 
lliev  v.cre  no  lon^nT  leavin;^;  their  dead  and  wountled 
bcl'iind  to  ilic  fi)^':  they  were  sweejiiii;.;  past  the  dead 
and  uc/uiuKd  oi'  the  foe. 

Ijiit  their  liappiness.  f!iat  of  a  winninLi;  action,  ex- 
alted :ind  passionate,  had  not  tlie  depths  of  tliat  i^(  t!ie 
relu-ccs  uhii  luid  lied  before  the  derinan  hu■^ts  aiid 
were  returninij;  to  their  homes  in  the  wake  of  thJr 
\i^:()riiius  arni)-.  We  passed  farmers  witli  children 
pcrclied  on  top  ot  carts  laden  with  Iiouschold  L;'>ods 
and  drawn  h\  broaddiacked  farmdi.>rse's,  with  usu:i!!v 
ainalicr  h(!rse  or  a  milch  cow  tied  behiml.  I'he  re;d 
]'o\\xv  oi  France  these  peasants,  holdi;;;^  fast  to  t!ie 
acres  tlu\  o'\n.  with  tlie  iire  of  the  h'rench  nature  un- 
Ci:']-  their  thrilty  conserx  atism.  Dth.er^  on  foot  were 
\dlai4er>  who  jiad  lacked  horses  or  carts  to  transport 
their  belon(i;in^s.  In  the  packs  on  their  backs  were  a 
f-w  precii.'us  things  whicli  they  had  borne  away  and 
were  nMW  bearin:,^  bad;. 

■^oon  tlijy  woidd  know  what  the  Germans  had  done 
to  tliclr  l-.omes.  Wdiat  the  Gern^ans  had  lione  t)  one 
i'::irio  \-.  .;s  (.\.di.:it.  It  stood  in  the  \ard  of  a  !ioiise 
where  -rass  :\nA  llowcrs  had  been  trodden  bv  I'.nrses 
and  men.  In  the  spo'-t  of  x'ictory  the  piano  ha.'  en 
dr;!'.n:cd  out  of  the  little  drawini;-room,  whilj  ,  ..t/, 
and  Mans  pla\ed  and  san:;  in  the  int(j\!C.iti;jn  of  a 
!'ar;s  g;^;:i.ed,  ;i  l"r:ip.cc  iii  submission.  'rhe\-  did  not 
know  wh  t  Jotire  h.ui  in  piJdc  for  them.      It  had  all 
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gOiiL-  i-.cc  rding  to  programme  up  to  that  moincnt. 
NothinLi;  cvin  stop  us  Germans!  Cliampaync  instead 
(jf  beer  I  Set  the  glass  on  top  of  the  piano  and  sing! 
Haven't  \vc  waited  forty  years  (or  t!i:s  dav? 

Captured  diaries  of  German  officers,  which  reflect 
the  seventh  heaven  of  elation  suddenly  turned  into 
grim  depression,  taken  in  connection  with  what  one 
saw  on  the  battlefield,  reconstruct  the  scene  around 
that  piano.  The  cup  to  the  lips;  then  dashed  away, 
liuw  those  orders  to  retreat  must  have  hurt ! 

The  state  of  the  refugees'  homes  all  depended  upon 
the  cf'ances  of  war.  \Var's  lightning  might  have  hit 
your  rocf  tree  and  it  might  not.  It  plays  no  favour- 
ites between  the  honest  and  the  dishonest;  the  thrifty 
a!id  the  shiftless.  \Vc  passed  villages  which  exhib- 
ited no  signs  of  destruction  or  of  looting.  The  Ger- 
man troops  had  marched  through  in  tlie  ad\ance  and 
in  the  retreat  without  being  billeted.  A  hurrying 
army  with  another  on  its  heels  has  no  time  for  looting. 
Other  vil  cs  had  been  points  of  topical  importance; 
they  had  been  in  the  midst  of  a  tight.  General  M au- 
■Viiise  Chance  had  it  i.,  for  them.  Shells  had  wrecked 
some  houses;  others  were  burned.  Where  a  German 
non-commissioned  officer  came  to  the  door  of  a  French 
family  and  said  that  room  must  be  made  for  German 
soldiers  in  that  house  and  if  any  one  dared  to  interfere 
with  them  he  would  be  shot,  there  the  exhausted  hu- 
man nature  of  a  people  trained  to  think  that  "  Kriaj 
ist  Kricg  "  and  that  the  spoils  of  war  arc  to  the  victor 
had  its  way. 

It  takes  generations  to  lift  a  man  up  a  single  degree; 
but  so  swift  is  the  effect  of  war,  when  men  live  a  day 
in  a  year,  that  he  is  demonised  in  a  month.  i.<efore 
the  occupants  had  to  go,  often  windows  wc.-^    broken, 
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crockery  smashed,  closets  and  drawers  rifled.  The 
soldiery  which  could  not  have  its  Paris  "  took  it  out  " 
of  the  property  of  their  hosts.  Looting,  destruction, 
one  can  forgive  in  the  orgy  of  war  which  is  organised 
destruction;  one  can  even  understand  rapine  and 
atroc'ti*-s  when  armies,  which  include  latent  vile  and 
criminal  elements,  are  aroused  to  the  kind  of  insane 
passion  wliich  war  arouses  in  human  beings.  But 
some  indecencies  one  could  not  understand  in  civilised 
men.  All  with  a  military  purpose,  it  is  said;  for  in 
the  nice  calculations  of  a  staff  system  which  grinds 
so  verv  fine,  nothing  must  be  excluded  that  will  em- 
barrass the  enemy.  A  certain  foully  disgusting  prac- 
tice was  too  common  not  to  have  the  approval  of  at 
least  some  officers,  whose  conduct  in  several  chateaux 
Includes  them  as  accomplices.  Not  all  officers,  not 
all  soldiers.  That  there  should  be  a  few  is  enough 
to  sicken  you  of  belonging  to  the  human  species. 
Nothing  worse  in  Central  America;  nothing  worse 
where  civilised  degeneracy  disgraces  savagery. 

But  do  not  think  that  destruction  for  destruction's 
sake  WIS  done  in  all  houses  where  German  soldiers 
were  billeted.  If  the  good  principle  was  not  suffi- 
ciently impressed,  Belgium  must  have  impressed  it;  a 
looting  army  is  a  disorderly  army.  The  soldier  has 
burden  enough  to  carry  in  heavy  marching  order  with- 
out souvenirs.  That  collector  of  the  glass  tops  of 
carafes  who  had  thirty  on  his  person  when  taken  pris- 
oner was  bound  to  be  a  laggard  in  the  retreat. 

To  their  surprise  and  relief,  returning  farmers 
found  their  big,  conical  haystacks  untouched,  though 
nothing  could  be  more  tempting  to  the  wantonness  of 
an  army  on  enemy  soil.  Strike  a  match  and  up  goes 
the  harvest!     Perhaps  the  Germans  as  they  advanced 
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had  in  mind  to  snvc  the  f(ira,L;c  f. ir  their  own  horses, 
and  Cither  t!ic;,-  were  ninniPL;  t'U)  f.ist  to  stop  (;r  t!ie 
statt  overlooked  tlie  detail  on  the  retreat. 

It  was  am:izini:  lu  \v  \\w  y'.:::M  of  hattle  th.crc  were 
in  the  oy^w.  Oe.asii  nally  one  saw  the  hastiK'  made 
sfielter  trenelier.  of  a  .skirniisli  line:  and  a,u;ai:i.  tlie  em- 
placements t'or  batteries  —  luirried  field  cm[dnce!iients, 
so  punv  beside  those  of  trcneh  warfare,  it  had  been 
open  fij^htint;;  the  tide  of  an  army  sweepin-::  forward 
and  thtn.  i.nirsueti,  sweeping  back.  One  side  was  try- 
ini^  to  get  away;  the  other  to  overtake.  Here,  a  rear- 
guard made  a  tietermined  action  which  would  have 
had  the  eliaracter  of  a  battle  in  i  ■  her  da\s;  there,  a 
rearguard  was  pinJied  as  tlie  I  reneh  or  the  British 
got  aroiunl  it. 


Swift  rnarchi'-'.u:  and 
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which  gave  war  some  of  its  old  sport  and  /c:-,t:  t! 
advance,  all  tl:e  while  gathering  force,  like  the  deep 
tide!  Crowds  of  men  hurr\ing  across  a  harx'csted 
whec.t-fieid  or  a  pasture  after  all  leaNC  few  marks  of 
passage.  A  day's  r;;in  will  -.ash  away  the  blood 
stains  and  liven  trampled  vegetation.  Nature  hastens 
'  ith  a  kind  ot  contempt  of  man  to  repair  the  dartiage 
done  by  his  'iiurderoiis  wraih. 

1  he  cyclone  past,  the  pople  turned  out  to  put  things 
in  Older.  i\-asants  too  old  to  iiglit.  who  had  paid  the 
taxes  which  paid  for  die  rifles  and  guns  and  hell-tire, 
were  moving  across  the  fields  with  spades,  burving 
the  bodies  of  the  young  men  and  the  horses  t'lat  were 
war's  victims.  Long  trenches  full  of  dead  told  where 
the  eddy  of  battle  had  been  fierce  and  the  casualties 
numerous;  scattered  mounds  of  fresh  earth  where  they 
were  light;  and  sometimes,  when  the  burying  was  un- 
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tliiit  in  the-  \v(K)d3  at  Bctz,  where  Frcncliincn  JlcJ 
knowing;  that  Paris  was  saved  and  Germans  died  know- 
\n'^  tliar  tliey  had  failed  to  take  Paris. 

\\liene\er  we  halted  our  statesman,  M.  Doumer, 
was  acii\e.  Divi  ue  ha\c  dinicultics  o\er  a  eulvert 
which  had  been  h.astily  mended,  he  was  out  of  the  car 
and  in  command.  .Mways  he  was  meeting  some  man 
whom  he  knew  and  shakint^;  hamls  hkc  a  senator  at 
home.  At  one  p!  'ce  a  private  soldier,  a  man  ot  edu- 
cation by  liis  speech,  came  running  across  the  street  at 
sight  of  him. 

"  Son  of  an  old  friend  of  mine,  from  my  town," 
said  our  statesman.  Being  a  French  private  meant 
being  any  kind  of  a  Frenchman.  All  ine(}ualities  are 
lexclled  in  the  ranks  of  a  great  conscript  army. 

Be  it  through  towns  unharmed  or  towns  that  had 
been  looted  and  shelled,  the  people  h;-d  the  smile  of 
\ictory,  the  look  of  victory  in  their  eyes.  Children 
aiu!  c;ld  men  .md  women,  the  stay-at-homes,  waved  to 
our  car  in  holida;,  spirit.  The  laugh  of  a  sturdy 
young  W(jman  who  threw  some  fowers  into  tlie  ton- 
ncuu  as  we  passed,  in  her  tribute  to  the  uniform  of  the 
army  that  had  javcd  IVance,  had  the  spirit  of  \ic- 
torious  i'rance  —  France  after  forty  years'  waiting 
thron  ing  back  a  foe  that  had  two  soldiers  to  every  one 
of  hers.  All  the  land,  rich  fields  and  neat  gardens 
and  green  stretches  of  woods  in  the  fair,  rolling  land- 
scape, basked  in  \ictory.  Dead  the  spirit  of  any  one 
who  couKl  not,  for  the  time  being,  catch  the  infection 
of  it  and  feel  himself  a  Frenchman.  lar  from  the 
Paris  of  gay  show  for  the  tourisr  one  seemed;  in  the 
mid^t  of  the  France  of  the  farms  and  the  villages 
whiih  had  sa\cd  I^aris  and  hrance. 

The  car  sped  on  over  the  hard  road.     Start  oflicers 
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'n  other  Cars  whom  \vc  passed  alone  su,^gcste.i  that 
there  uas  uar  somewhere  ahead.  Were  we  never 
t!oing  to  reach  the  battle-line,  the  magnet  of  our  speed 
wlun  a  I'rench  army  chauffeur  made  all  speed  laws 
ob'^okte  I 

Shootlnt;  out  of  a  ^^rovc,  a  valley  made  a  channel 
for  sound  that  broujiht  to  our  cars  the  thunder  of 
U'uns,  the  firlni^r  so  rapid  that  it  was  like  the  roll  of 
SI 'me  Cyclopean  snare-drum  beaten  with  sticks  the  si/e 
of  ship-masts.  I'r(mi  the  crest  of  the  next  hill  we  had 
a  glimpse  of  an  open  sweep  of  parklikc  country  to- 
ward  wooded  hills.  As  far  as  we  could  see  aiiain-^t 
th.e  backun-ounu  of  the  fo]iap;e  throwint;  it  into  relief 
was  a  continuous  cloud  of  smoke  from  burstinij  shran. 
nel  shells,  renewed  with  fresh,  soft,  blue  putts  as  fast 
;'.>  ii  was  dissipated. 

/  his,  then,  was  a  battle.  Xo  soldiers,  no  guns  in 
"^'-I'it;  only  a  diaphanous,  man-made  nimbus  a',minst 
n-,asses()f  autumn  green  which  was  raining  steel' hail. 
Ten  miles  of  this,  one  would  say;  and  under  it  lines 
ol  men  in  blue  coats  and  red  trousers  and  green  uni- 
!'onns  hugging  the  earth,  as  unseen  as  a  battalion  of 
.-nts  at  work  in  the  tall  grass.  E\en  if  a  charge  swept 
across  a  held  one  would  have  been  able  to  detect  noth- 
iiig  except  moving  pin-points  on  a  carpet. 

1  her^  was  hard  lighting:  a  lot  of  French  and  Ger- 
mans were  being  killed  in  the  direction  of  Compiegne 
and  \()\iin  to-day.  Another  d'p  into  another  valley 
and  the  thir-r-r  of  a  rapid-hrer  and  the  iiiulllcd  firing 
ot  a  liiic  ot  inf.'ntry  were  audible.  Yes,  we  were  get- 
t;-,-  up  with  the  army,  with  one  tiny  section  of  it  op- 
erating along  the  road  we  were  on.  '  Mult'ply  this  by 
a  t!'  )usnnd  and  you  have  the  whole. 

A;ivad  was  the  army's  stomach  on  wheels;  a  pro- 
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cession  of  hi;;  tj'i'tor  iranspnrr  tna!;s  kcci/iiiLi;  tb.cir 
inrcr\':ils  of  distance  with  t!ic  precision  oi  a  battleship 
(K'ct  at  sea.  We  should  ha\  e  known  tha.t  ihey  bclonj^ed 
to  t!ic  arin\  h\-  the  deafness  of  the  (.irivers  to  appeals 
to  let  us  pass.  All  army  t:-ans[H)rts  are  li!;e  that. 
Wh:;t  the  deuced  ri^ht  has  anyhodv  to  P/a^s?  llicy 
arc  the  t ran'.po^'t.  and  only  lij/litinL^  inen  beloii;j;  in 
inr.n  III  theni.  (  )ur  autornnhile  in  trvinij;  to  go  bv  to 
one  sitle  jjot  stuck  in  a  rut  tliat  an  American  car.  built 
tnr  b;ui  riKid-.  uduld  h.n  e  n.ade  nothiii}.!;  of;  which 
prviw.i  aL'ain  how  c;>.arl}-  1  au'opean  armies  are  tied 
to  their  tine  roads.  We  ^ot  out,  and  here  was  our 
statesman  puttinjj;  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  aG;ain. 
I  hat  is  the  v,av  (.f  the  I'rerKh  in  war.  )•  \er\body 
tries  to  lulp.  iJy  tl-is  time  the  transport  chaulleurs 
:d^o  remeniiiered  tint  the\-  were  I'renLhmen;  and  as 
i-r«.nJimen  are  polite  e\en  in  time  of  war,  they  let 
us  by. 

A  motor-cyclist  approaciied  with  his  ha:id  up. 

"  Stop  here!  "'  he  called. 

Those  transpcrl  chaulleurs  v  ho  wee  deaf  to  ex- 
prem;ers  hea.rd  instantly  and  obe\ed.  In  front  of 
them  w;is  a  line  of  single  horse-dra.wn  carts,  with  an 
extra  horse  in  the  rear.  They  couKl  take  paths  that 
the  moror-trucks  could  not.  .Archaic  thev  seemed,  yet 
triend!'.-,  as  a  relic  of  how  armies  were  (cd  in  other 
davs.  for  the  first  time  I  was  realisin;j;  what  the 
automobile  means  to  war.  It  brings  the  armv  irr.- 
peiiimenta  close  up  to  the  army's  rear;  it  means  a  re- 
duction ot  road  sp:ice  occupied  bv  transport  bv  three- 
quarters;  ease  in  keei'in^;  }iace  with  food  with  the  ad- 
\anco,  speed  \n  tallinif  back  in  case  of  retreat. 

All  tliat  day  I  ilid  not  see  a  sinsj;le  piece  of  l-'rcnch 
arinv    iraiisport  broken  down.      And   this   army   had 
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been  fiyhtinjj  for  weeks:  it  had  hocn  an  p.rmy  on  the 
rii;ul.  i  he  \alu:ih!e  jnirt  ot  oiir  cxiicri'.nce  was  o\- 
actlv  in  this:  a  ^hmp^e  of  an  army  in  action  after  it 
had  luen  through  all  the  vicissitudes  that  an  arniv  may 
have  in  marchin^f  ami  counter-marcliin'i;  anii  attaci<. 
()riiLT  (jne  was  to  expect  afteruaiHls  I>ehind  the  siej^^e 
hne  ot  trenches  when  tliere  had  been  time  to  estahhsh 
a  routine;  or-^rmisation  and  smooth  orj^'anisatifm  vou 
had  here  at  the  clunax  of  a  month's  strain.  It  t(.ild 
the  story  of  t!ic  cliaracter  of  the  IreiiJi  army  and  the 
re;!sons  lor  its  succe^s  other  t!ian  its  courage.  The 
brains  were  not  all  with  the  (ierii-.an  Staff. 

1  hat  windinix  roath  with  a  new  picture  at  c\erv 
turn,  now  re\ea!ed  the  t  )wn  of  Soissons  in  tne  \alley 
ot  th.e  l\i\er  Aisne.  Soissons  was  ours,  we  knev, 
since  yesterday.  I  low  much  farther  had  we  p;nne? 
Was  our  ad\-ance  still  cnntinuin'^?  I'or  then,  the  win- 
ter trench-li^^litinir  was  unt'oreseen  ami  tlie  sightseers 
thouii'it  of  tlij  I'rench  armv  as  following;;  up  success 
w:th  success.  Paris,  rising  from  ;;looni  to  optimism, 
hoped  to  see  the  (iermans  put  out  of  France.  The 
appetite  for  \-ictf)rv  grew  at'ter  a  week's  bulletins  which 
moved  t!ie  tIagN  torwan.1  on  the  map  e\erv  liav. 

Another  turn  and  Soissons  was  hidden  from  vie^v 
by  a  woodland.  I  fere  we  caine  upon  v.  hat  !oo':ed  like 
a  leisurely  family  partv  of  reserws.  'J'iic  I'rerKh 
ari:iv,  a  small  section  of  I-"rer,ch  armv  a! 


V  aicnL!  a  roai 
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Aiid  thus,  if  one  would  see  t!ie  whole  it  must  be  in 
bits  along  the  roads  when  nf)t  on  the  liringdine.  'i  hev 
were  sprawling  in  the  fields  in  tiie  genial  aftcrr.ijon 
sun.  looking  as  if  thev  had  no  concern  except  to  rest. 
I  nd(>rms  dustv  ami  i:\^Co  tanned  and  bearded  told 
their  stc.ry  of  the  last  momh. 

1  iie  duly  oi  a  portion  of  a  force  is  always  to  wait 
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on  nhnt  is  bclnp;  done  by  the  others  at  tlie  front. 
These  were  waiting  near  a  forks  which  coukl  take 
thein  to  the  ri^^ht  or  the  left,  as  the  situation  de- 
mandetl.  At  tluir  rear,  their  supplv  of  small  arms 
ammunition;  in  i'vont,  caissons  of  shells  for  a  battery 
speak"n,:j;  from  t!ie  woods  near  by;  a  troop  of  cavalrv 
drawn  uj'.  the  men  ilismountcd,  ready;  and  ahead  of 
them  more  reserves  ready;  everything  ready. 

'I  his  was  V.  here  the  general  wanted  the  body  of 
men  and  e(juipment  to  be,  ant!  here  thev  were.  There 
were  no  dra}:ging  ends  in  the  rear,  so  far  as  I  could 
see:  nobody  complaining  that  food  or  ammunition  was 
not  ;,p;  no  aide  looking  for  somebodv  who  could  not 
be  found:  no  excited  staff  officer  rushing  about  shout- 
ing for  somebody  to  look  sharp  for  somebody  had 
made  a  mistake.  The  thing  was  unwarlike;  it  was 
like  a  partinil arlv  well-thought-out  route  march,  "^'et 
at  the  word  that  company  of  cavalry  niight  be  in  the 
thick  of  it,  at  the  point  where  they  were  wanted;  the 
infantry  rushing  to  the  support  of  t!ie  firing-line:  the 
motor  transport  facing  around  for  withdrawal,  if 
reed  be.  It  was  only  a  little  wav,  indeed,  into  the 
•/one  of  death  from  the  rear  of  that  compact  column. 

li-.ousands  of  such  compact  bodies  on  as  many 
roatls,  each  seemingly  a  force  by  itself  and  each  a  part 
ot  the  whole,  which  could  be  a  dependable  whole  only 
wlien  every  part  was  ready,  alert,  and  up  where  it  be- 
longed!  Nothing  can  be  left  to  chance  in  a  battle- 
line  t'lree  lunnlreil  miles  long.  The  general  must 
know  what  to  ilepend  on,  mile  by  mile,  in  liis  pkins. 
Millions  of  human  units  are  grouped  in  increasingly 
larger  units,  harmonised  acconiing  to  set  t'orms.  The 
mo^t  complex  of  all  machines  is  that  of  a  vast  army, 
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uhiili  yet  iiiu'^t  l;c  kept  most  s!mple.  No  unit  acts 
witliout  regard  to  the  others;  e\ery  one  must  know- 
how  to  do  his  part.  The  parts  of  tlie  macliinc  arc 
standardised.  One  is  like  the  other  in  training,  uni- 
form, and  ^\"ery  detail,  so  that  one  can  rephicc  an- 
otiier.  r)ldjs,t  of  all  trades  this  of  war;  old  experts 
the  Irench.  What  one  saw  was  like  manduvres.  It 
must  he  like  manamres  or  the  army  would  n(Jt  hold 
togetlicr.  Maniruvres  are  to  teach  armies  coherence; 
war  tries  out  i;:at  coherence,  which  you  may  not  ha\-e 
if  some  one  does  not  know  ]uu  what  to  do;  if  he  is 
uncertain  in  Ii'~  rnle.  Haste  leads  to  confusion;  haste 
is  only  for  supi ,  :i..-  moments.  In  order  to  know  how 
to  hasten  when  the  hurry  call  comes,  the  mighty  or- 
ganism must  move  in  its  routine  with  the  smoothness 
of  a  well-rehearsed  play. 

Jofire  and  the  others  who  directed  the  machine  must 
know  more  than  the  mechanics  of  staff-control.  They 
must  know  the  character  of  the  man-material  in  the 
machine.  It  was  their  duty  as  real  Frenchmen  to  un- 
derstand I'renchmen,  their  verve,  their  restlessness  for 
the  offensive,  their  individualism,  their  democratic  in- 
telligence, the  value  of  their  elation,  the  drawback  of 
their  tendency  to  depression  and  to  think  for  them- 
selves. Indeed,  the  leader  must  counteract  the  faults 
of  his  people  and  make  the  most  of  their  virtues. 

Thus,  we  had  a  French  army's  historical  part  re- 
versed: a  French  army  falling  back  and  concentrating 
on  the  Marne  to  receive  the  enemy  blow.  Iqu;;lly 
ali\e  to  (krman  racial  traits,  the  German  Statl  had 
organised  in  their  mass  offensive  the  clciii  which  means 
fast  marching  and  hard  blows.  Thus,  we  found  the 
supposedly  excitable  French  digging  in  to  receive  the 
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onslaught  (if  f!i,-  supposedly  i^liK-niafic  German. 
W'Ik'ii  the  lime  came  tor  li.e  diart^'e  —  ah,  \(ju  can 
al\ya\s  depend  on  a  I'renehman  to  charge! 

Iliosc  rcser\es  were  [lawns  on  a  chessl)(Kird.  They 
appeared  hke  it;  one  tl;.i,i;rl,t  that  thev  realised  it. 
lhe:r  irulividual  iiitelli;,rcncc  and  licniocracv  IkuI  rea- 
s.med  out  the  value  of  obedience  and  liomoMenelty, 
r:!ther  th:'n  accepted  the  dictum  of  anv  war  lord.  lYJ. 
liuilr  t-.  tliink  that  each  had  left  a  \acancv  at  a  family 
hoard:  ditlieult  to  think  that  tliev  were  not  automatons 
m  a  pro.ess  of  endless  r  'Ine  of  war:  hut  not  ditlieult 
to  learn  tliat  thev  w.  .  I'-re.-eh.'iien  oiiie  we  had 
throv.n  our  homhs  in  the  m!d^t  ^■i  the  ^roup. 

Ot  old,  one  knew  the  w.mts  of  soldiers.  One 
ncedid  no  hint  of  what  was  ueleome  at  the  front. 
Never  at  any  front  were  there  enough,  newspapers  f)r 
t.-haceo.  Men  siiioke  twice  as  much  as  usual  in  the 
strain  of  waitii^^  fnp  action,  men  w!io  do  not  use  to- 
bacco at  all  -et  the  habit.  Ask  the  G.  A.  R.  men  who 
fout;ht  in  our  -reat  war  if  this  is  not  true.  Then, 
too.  v.lien  vour  country  is  at  war.  when  back  at  home 
h.-;nds  stretch  for  e\ery  fresh  edition  and  \nu  at  the 
front  know  only  wliat  happ.ns  in  your  ailev,  think 
what  a  newspaper  from  I'aris  means  out  on  the  bat- 
tled me  seveiitv  miles  from  Paris.  So  I  brought  a 
bundle  of  newspapers. 

Monsieur,  the  sensation  is  beyond  even  the  French 
lan;:iia;,re  to  express  — the  sensation  of  sittin^^  down 
bv  the  roadside  with  this  morning's  edition  and  the 
li:-bt  clfrarette  for  twentv-four  liours. 

C'cst  c[\}tant!     C\.t  rliir,  ra!     Ccst  magnifique! 


/I  tills . 


noin 


dr     1). 


I'll. 


Tic, is!      Ilc!.:s!      roi'ui! 


Mi-rci,   mil'.c  rciun-i'ictucnls!  " — It  was   an  armv  of 
I-renchmen  with  ready  words,  quick,  telling  gestures, 
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pnvirin?  out  ilicir  \nlimi  of  th;'.nks  ns  tlu'  car  sped  by, 
;i:i>i  \vc  tossed  out  our  n^.\^  spapcrs  at  inlcrvals,  so  that 
all  slu)ulil  have  a  lock. 

An  J'.tlio  (If  J'i:iis  th:'.t  fell  into  the  road  was  the 
centre  of  a  llaj.f-n!s!).  wiilch  inchi  led  an  otn^er.  Most 
uninilitary  —  an  dliiccr  sramblinfr  ar  tlu  sriie  time 
as  his  men  I      In  the   n.iii'.j   of  the   Kaiser,   what  dis- 


Cii'line 


1  hen  the  car  st.ipp.  hnv^  enni^h  i<ir  me  to  sec  a 
priv.'te  ^i\e  the  ]iapcr  t-)  hi'-  oi'iccr.  \\:.o  was  plainly 
sensible  ot  a  lo^s  ot  dignity,  u.Ji  the  courtesy  which 
said,  "A  tho'  ,ini.l  pardons,  wen  lapllaini' ! "  and 
the  c.if-'itii'uic  b."-an  readin;,'  the  newspaper  aloud  to 
his  men.  Scores  o*^  hum. 01  tmiJics  uhii.h  were 
I  rench.  republican,  democratic! 

Witn  h:i'f  our  ci.  irettes  ^onc,  wc  fell  in  \'  ith  some 
bro\vn->kin:-!ed,  natUc  African  troops,  the  Moham- 
meii.'.n  luicos.  I  !uir  wliiie  teeth  pleaniin^,  their 
Mack  c\es  de\ilishl'.  ea';er.  the\  bc;.fan  climbiiii;  onto 
thiC  car.  \W  ^;'\e  them  all  the  ■  ii.^iretles  in  si;_;ht;  but 
fortunately  our  reserve  supply  was  not  visiide.  and  an 
o'licer's  sliarp  command  saved  us  Irom  beini^  inve  ted 
by  storm. 

As  we  came  into  Soissons  we  lett  the  reserves  be- 
hind. Th.cy  were  kept  back  out  of  ran^e  of  the  Ger- 
man sheli'^.  making;;  the  town  a  dead  space  between 
them  and  the  tirint;dine  which  was  beyontl.  When 
the  Germans  retreated  through  the  streets  the  French 
had  taken  care,  as  it  was  their  town,  to  keep  their  lire 
away  from  the  cathedral  and  the  i.iain  scjuare  to  the 
outskirts  an.l  alont^  t!ie  river.  Not  so  the  German 
guns  when  the  French  infrintry  passed  through.  Sois- 
sons was  not  a  German  to\'.n. 

We  alighted  from  tiie  car  i.i  a  deserted  street   with 
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all  the  shutters  of  shops  that  had  not  hem  torn  doun 
hy  shell-tire  closed.  Soissons  was  as  silent  as  the 
gra\e,  within  easy  ran^e  of  man;,  enemy  ^uns.  War 
seemed  <inl.  for  the  time  l)eiii},r 'in  this\allev  bottom 
shut  i;i  Irom  the  r,.ar  of  artillery  a  few  miK  ,  auav, 
except  lor  a  l-reiuh  h:ittery  whieii  was  tiring  iiiethod- 
icallv  and  sh)'.\  Iv,  its  shells  whi//infr  tuward'the  rld^'c 
hack  ol  the  town. 

1  lie  ne\t  thin^^  th.u  one  wanted  most  w;s  to  jro  into 
that  h  ittery  and  see  the  .•'oixcvitc-'initizt'  and  their  skil- 
ful (gunners.      Our  statesman  said  that  he  would  try 
to_  locate  it.      We  thought  that  it  was  in  the  direction 
ol  the  river,  that  famous  Aisne  which  has  sin.e  j^ivcn 
Its  name  to  the  lonijest  sie,L,a-dine  in  histr-ry;  a  small, 
wmdm^^  stream  in  the  bottom  of  an  irret^ular  valley. 
Bolli  brid-es  across  it  had  been  cut  by  the  Cermans! 
It  that  battery  were  on  the  opposite  side  under  cover 
ol  any  one  of  a  score  of  blots  of  foliage  we  could  not 
reach  it.     Another  shot  —  and  wc  were  not  sure  that 
ihe  battery  was  not  on  the  other  side  of  the  town;  a 
crack  out  ol  the  landscape:  this  was  modern  artillery 
f^re  to  one  who  faced  it.     Apparcntlv  the  ^uns  of  the 
battery  were  scattered.  accord!n>:r  to  the  accepted  prac- 
tice,  and  from  the  central   lirinj^-station  word  to  fire 
was  bein.ii:  passed  tirst  to  one  gnn  and  then  to  another. 
Beside  tlic  buttress  of  one  brid-e  lav  two  still  tiirures 
oi  .\!.-erian  Zouaves.      These  were  fresh  dead,  fallen 
in  the  takiii-  of  the  town.      Only  two  men!     There 
were  dead  by  thousands  which  one  mij^ht  see  in  other 
places.     These  two  had  leaped  out  from  cover  to  dash 
iorward  and  bullets  were   waiting  for  them.      They 
had  rolled  o\-cr  on  their  backs,  their  rigid  hands  still  in 
the  position  of  grasping  their  rilles  after  the  manner 
ol  crouching  skirmishers 


'v 
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Uur  st;iii.-.i!nn  s:\lA  tlut  \vc  !i:iJ  better  '^\\  >:  up  tr\- 
injT  to  locati  the  h:itter\  :  aiul  mic  ot'  the  ollicers  calleJ 
a  h;ih  to  tr\i'i;,'  to  ^o  u;'  to  tlii  tiiin;^-hiic  mi  Mie  p:irt 
ot  a  per^oiiilly  eoikluaeil  party,  alter  we  stopped  a 
pr!\ate  hurry::i;r  back  from  the  trout  on  so:iie  erranJ. 
With  his  all  rtne'is.  th.e  easy  s\\  iir^'  of  his  walk,  his  li;-;ht 
step,  ami  tli.it  freeiiom  in  sj'irit  atul  appearaiue,  he 
tNpilicd  the  thirij^  which  the  I-  reneh  call  iUiii.  W'heii- 
c\er  one  asked  :i  (lueslion  of  a  I'Veneh  pri\  ate  Mvj 
co'jIJ  ilepeml  upon  a  direct  ans->\er.  He  knew  or  lie 
dill  not  kn(jvv.  1  h's  tiefiniteness.  the  result  of  military 
train!:;!;,  as  well  as  the  (jallic  lucidity  of  thought,  is  not 
the  least  ot  the  humun  factors  in  making  an  etHcie:it 
ar?ir-.  whe:e  e\er\  man  and  e\er\  unit  must  delinitelv 
kii  lU  Ins  jMrl.  This  youn;^  man,  yo.i  realised,  !i.;d 
ta^-teel  the  "silt  of  life,"  as  Lord  Kitchene-  calls  it. 
I  le  had  heard  the  close  sin;;  of  bullets;  he  liad  known 
t!^*  intoxication  <d"  a  char-re. 


•■  i^.cv 


s  e\  er\  t!iin|;  ^o  wcl 


M.  Doumer  asketi. 
It  is  sticking," 


"  It  is  r.ot  j^oing  at  all,  now.  it  is  stuKmtj;,  was 
the  answer.  "  Some  Germans  were  bus\-  up  there  in 
the  stone  (]uarries  while  the  others  were  fallinj;  back. 
Ihe\  have  a  covered  trench  and  rapid-l-,re  gun  po- 
sitions to  sweep  a  zone  of  f\vc  \\hich  thev  have 
cleared." 

I  amous  stone  (juarries  of  Soissons,  proxldin^  ready- 
made  dugouts  as  shelter  from  shells ! 

1  here  is  a  story  of  how  before  Marengo  Xapoleon 
luard  a  private  saying:  "  Xow  this  is  what  the  gen- 
eral ought  to  do  I  "  It  was  Xapoleon's  own  plan  re- 
vealed. "  Vou  keep  still!"  he  said.  "This  army 
has  too  many  generals." 

I  hey  mean  to  make  a  st;nd."  the  prl\-ate  went  on. 

If  s  an  ideal  ulace   for  it.       !  h-.Te  i";  "o  !!•;•> 


*  1       Ull 
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attack  in  (mm.  \\\\\  W-  nunvcd  dnun  bv  machine 
guns.'  ihc  h:--r-r  ,;•  a  Jo/.n  s!i.<ts  fi-.^ni  a  (.crman 
machine  f.-.i'i  giivc  pr,,nt  tu  iiis  mncliision.  "  Dur  in- 
la;iirv  is  liugirino;  vJiat  uo  Ii;.vo  an.i  cntvcnchinij 
^  .n:  bvttu-  n..t  -)  up.  One  has  in  kn.nv  the  uav,  or 
he  II  u:iik  ri;:!ir  mt-)  a  shari-,s!i(;nter'sl)ullet"—  nstriic 
ti.-n..  tint  V,  (HiK!  hive  been  applicable  a  vear  hitcr  Nvhen 
>ou  urie  ab.Kir  to  visit  a  British  tivnJi  in  ahiiost  the 
sarric  locntion. 

'ilie  sic.rc  warfare  of  the  Aisnc  line  had  already 
bc.i:iin.  h  was  sm-idar  to  iret  the  first  news  of  it  from 
a  fM-ivate  m  S,,i.,snns  and  thui  to  rauni  to  Paris  and 
l.ond.>M.  <.;i  the  other  side  ri  tiie  curtain  ..'  scrrecv 
Wiiere  t!ie  public  :!,oi,;;l,t  tJiat  the  Aihed  advance 
W(nild  co:itin:ie. 

"  J!i<ni<!  ■'  said  our  statesman,  and  we  v,  ent  to  the 
town  Miuare.  where  CeniK.n  -uns  had  carpeted  the 
gr(uind  witn  branches  of  shade  trees  and  torn  oft  the 
Irontsot  nouses,  rev.aiin-  sections  ot  looted  interior 
wh.ch  had  be.n  turtlicr  messed  bv  shelbbursts.  Some 
women  and  children  and  a  crippled  man  came  out-of- 
doors  Pt  M;,ht  ot  us.  M.  Doumer  introdu.ed  himself 
and  shoo,  hands  all  aro.nd.  ihev  were  ^lad  to  .nect 
bun  m  m;iJ,  the  same  way  as  if  he  had  been  on  an  clcc 
tion  campa.'L^n. 

"  A  ( >erman  sliell  struck  there  across  the  square 
onlv  h.ilt  an  hour  a.^o."  s,id  „ne  of  the  women 

\\  nat  do  xwu  do  when  there  is  sheliinir-'  -  asked 
•M.  1  Mourner. 

"  If  it  is  bad  we  iio  into  the  cellar/'  w.is  the  answer- 
an  an..uer  winch  implied  that  peculiar  fearlessness  of 
^omen.  who  ^et  accustomed  ;o  fire  easi.r  than  men. 
Ihesc  were  the  fatalists  of  tlie  town.  w!;o  uould  not 
tur.:  retugee:  helpless  to  ligh.r.  bur  ^M-indv  sta^in^r  uath 
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their  hopu'S  ;in  1  accoplinL;  what  cnmc  with  an  i'lcom- 
[;rcheiisiblc  sm.  which  possibly  had  its  oriuin  in 

a  racc-t'ccHn  proud  and  hittLr  tliat  thcv  wnuld  ni)t 

admit  that  t.        -.(nild  be  atraiLl  of  anythin:;  (JLTinan, 
even  a  shell. 


"  Ami  how  did  the  CSennans 


act 


"  7  hey  made  tiiemscl\es  at  hime  in  our  hou?cs  and 
slept  in  our  bed>.  uiule  we  slei-t  in  tiie  kitJien,"  slie 
answered.  "  I  hev  said  if  v.  e  kept  in.l'^ors  a'ui  L:a\e 
them  what  thev  wanted  we  sho^dd  r.ot  be  lia.rmed. 
H  t  if  anv  one  tired  a  shot  at  thei.-  troops  or  any  arn^s 
were  fountl  in  our  house'^.  thev  would,  burn  the  town. 
When  tliey  were  !j;oiii,L,'  b.'.-.k  in  a  u;reat  lrjrr\-  —  how 
thev  scattered  trom  our  sh.TsI  W'c  went  out  in  the 
sfjuarc  to  see  our  shells,  monsieur! 

What  mattered  the  ruins  of  lier  home?  0:ir  shells 
had  returjied  \en!j;eanec. 

Arrows  ■A"!th  ilireetions  in  (ierman.  "  ddiis  wav  to 
the  ri\er,"  "  1  h:-^  \\.;\-  to  \  iilers-Cotteret,"  were 
chalked  on  the  standinjr  walls;  and  on  door-crisiiyi^s  the 
names  of  the  detachments  of  ib.e  Prussian  (luard  bil- 
leteti  tliere.  all  in  svstematic   I  evto;i:c  fashion. 

"  Prince  Albreclit  Joachim,  one  of  the  Kaipcr's  sons, 
was  here  and  I  talked  with  him."  said  tlic  Mayor,  who 
thoui^ht  we  should  enjoy  a  nior'-'cl  trom  court  circles  in 
e\chanL!;e  tor  a  copv  of  the  /■.■//;;  ('1'  l\i>':s  which  con- 
tained the  news  that  Prince  .Mbrecht  had  been 
wovuiJed  lacer.  'J'he  mayor  looked  tired,  tiiis  local 
man  of  the  people,  who  had  to  play  the  shepherd  of  a 
stricken  tlock.  Afterwards,  thev  .^aid  that  he  deserted 
his  charge  and  a  lady,  Mme.  Machere/,  took  his  place. 
All  !  know  is  that  he  was  ])resent  that  day;  or  at  least 
a  man  who  v^'as  introduced  to  me  as  mayor;  and  he  was 
1- rench  enough  to  make  a  ban  ii:ut  by  saying  that  he 
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r..m.l  there  was  some  fault  in  his  hospitality  because 
l.t-  iiaJ  hem  unable  to  keep  his  j^ucst. 

"  Mav  J  hav  e  this  coufuurc.'  "  asked  a  battle-stained 
l^renai  onkrly,  cunun-  up  to  h!,n.      '•  [   f„und  it  i-i 
tiur  ruuud  house  there  -  all  the  Germans  had  left 
1  l.aN  en  t  had  a  nn.fitnr.  for  a  Ion;r  ti,ne  and,  monsieur; 
^^ou   .,M,not  nnag.ne  what  a  hunger  I  have  for  con- 

^  All    Lhe    while   the    French   batterv   kept   on   firin? 

M-vv.  then  again  rapidly,  their  cracks  trilling  OH  like 
the   d"""  "'  I^n^'ckles  on  a  table-top.      Anothe-  eitort 

;>  -cuconenf  the  guns  before  we  srarted  back  to 
...ista.lcd.      Speeding  on,  we  had  again  a  glimpse  of 

U    i..,K,s.a,,e    t..ward    Noyon.    sprinkled    uith    sliell- 

;;",':'■  '■'"  '■^^^■'■^•^^  ^^-^'-^  around  their  camplires 
HKusing  .avourv   .tews   tor  the   evening  meal       T'.  < 

^"'r'  t'^''  ^^''^''-^  "i^'I'f  '"-^-nd  th.,n  on  the  swaVd 
;;';;^;!-"'^-,  >;•;-;-  ^'s  in  wars  of  oM.  That  scene 
K-ma.ns  ,nuel,;,Ie  as  <,ne  ot  many  wlule  the  arm-  w^s 
-•.  b.tore  the  ontest  became  one  of  the'mole 
'I  tile  in;i\-er. 

^I'"^^;;i>  nne  had  already  seen  manv  German  prlson- 
^•■•s  m  groujjs  and  convov..  the  sight  of  two  on  the 
ixcd  the  attention  because  of  t!ie  surr.randinTs 
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li 

\^:t!i  a  s,Tiii)hi\ 

War. 

h.i\  L' 


'Hi  the  CMutrast  suggested  between  IrenJ)  and  Ger- 

•rnn.iture.      li"th  were  voutig,  in  the  verv  prime  of 

^:,V'-"-;      ''•;-'-;•     ;.^ncu-asd.;rk-comp!exioned. 

•   v,ubhh    beard  whuh  U'as  the  ppHhi.t  of  the 

lie  marched  with  such  v\'r\d\[\ 


that  I  sh..aild  n  ..t 


IK'.,,  surprised  to  see  him  break  into  a  goose-ste^ 
'•;;'-■ --0,  that  mild.  bh:e-eved,tow.hairedtv|;c 


'"""    f"^    (5alt:c  pr^.n.es.    with   the   thin   uhite   .km 
^,.     .  ''•^'•'".l^'tininis.      IKwasfrada-th-,;!,,- 

othe.  ana  h,. ..,:,, J;,,,,,  !:.u-,;..J:      Heuo.ldla.: 


which  d')(.'s 
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;!\1  then  stilfcn  back  his  slinuldcrs  and  draw  in  liis  chin 
ind  force  a  trillc  inorj  energy  into  liis  step. 


A  t\ 


Ilea 


1,  1 


i\c!v 


rend 


sohiicr  was  cscortln'i  the 


pair,      lie  looked  pretty  tired,  too,  hut  lie  was  pett 


m. 


o\er  tlie  L;roun 


i  in  tl 


le  na 


tiirah 


easv  wav  in  w 


hi  eh 


man 


is  tneart  to  walk.      The  aboriginal  races,  who  have  a 


Lrenuis  h)r  Ion;; 
fashi 


dist. 


nces  on  toot,  do  not  march  in  the 


hich   Ic 


bur  1: 


(.jernian  tasnion,  wnicn  Iooks  impressive,  t">ur  lacks 
endurance.  13y  the  same  Io^mc,  the  cayuse's  gait  is 
better  tor  thirty  miles  day  in  and  day  out  than  the  high- 
stepping  carriage  horse's. 

1'ou  could  realise  the  ccmtcmpt  whicii  those  two 
martial  dermans  had  for  tlieir  captor,  hour  or  five 
peasant  women  refugees  by  the  roadside  unloosened 
their  tongues  in  piercing  feminine  satire  and  upbr.iid- 

'■  Vou  are  going  to  I'aris,  after  all!  This  is  what 
you  get  tor  iiu'ading  our  countrv.  and  vou'll  get  more 
of  it'!  " 

Tile  little  I'rench  soldier  held  uji  his  hand  to  the 
women  and  shook  his  heai.1.  lie  was  a  t.hi\alrous  fel- 
low, with  imagination  enough  to  appreciate  the  feel- 
ings of  a/i  enemy  who  has  fought  hard  and  lost.  Such 
as  he  would  tight  fair  and  hold  this  war  of  the  civilisa- 
tions up  to  something  like  the  standards  of  cixiiisation. 

1  he  very  tired  (jernian  stittened  up  again,  as  his 
drill  sergeant  ha^l  taught  him,  and  both  stared  straight 
ahead,  proud  and  contemptuous,  as  their  Kaiser  would 
u  'oh  them  to  do.  I  sh.ould  recognise  the  faces  of  these 
two  Cjcrmans  and  of  that  little  h're'nch  guard  if  1  saw 
tlicni  ten  years  hrnce.  In  ten  years,  what  will  be  the 
Germans'  attitude  toward  this  war  and  their  ir.ilitarv 
h.rds? 

It  is  not  oiten  that  one  has  a  senator  for  a  guide; 
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anii  I  tv.'.cr  knew  a  rnf)rc  cfticicnr  one  than  our  state<»- 
m.in.     His  own  curi^'itv  was  tl-.c  best  possible  aid  in 
satisfying?  our  own.      1  !.i\  injr  seen  the  compactness  and 
sim;)Iicity  of  an  army  column  at  ll.e  (nun.  we  were  to 
find  that  tile  same  thhvr  applied  to  b.i;;!i  command.      A 
sentry  and  a  small  liag  at  the  doorway  of  n  xiibi^e 
hi.tcl:  this  was  the  headiiuarters  of  the  Sixth  Army, 
whic.li  Cjen.Tal  .Manoury  had  formed  in  haste  and  llunjr 
at  von  Klwck  with  a  spirit  which  crowned  b-is  white 
hairs  with  the  audacity  of  youth,     lie  was  absent,  but 
we  mifiht  see  somethin<r  of  the  central  direction  of  one 
hundred  and  lifty  thwusand  inen  in  tiie  c(h.i;;,c  of  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  man.euvres  of  the  war,  before  statts 
had  settled  down  to  otlice  existence  in  permanent  (;iiar- 
tcrs.      That  is,  we  mi;;lit  see  the  little  there  was  to  see: 
a  soKlier  telesrapber  in  ouf  bedroom,  a  Swidier  t\  pc- 
writist  in  another,   otiicers  at  work  in   ..tliLrs.      One 
realisecl  that  they  could  pack  up  evcrvthin^T  .md  move 
m  tile  time  it  takes  to  toss  enough  clothes  into  a  ba;^  to 
spend  a  nii^iit  away  from   iiome.      Ap[>a!c.nt!v.  when 
the  FrenJi  fouj^ht  they  left  r^d  tape  behind  with  the 
bureaucracy. 

From  his  seat  before  a  series  of  map.:  on  a  sittin"-- 
rooni  table  an  officer  ni  a'o:uit  t.birt\-ti\e'r().e  to  receive 
lis.  _  It  struck  me  that  he  exemj-illied  self-possessed  in- 
telligence and  detinite  knovl'.if^v ;  that  he  had  coolness 
and  steadiness  plus  that  acuteness  of  perception  and 
clarity  of  statement  which  arc  tiie  uif't  of  the  I'rench. 
lou  felt  sure  that  no  onlers  which  left  his  hand  wasted 
anv  worils  or  lacked  cxpiicitness.  'i'he  Start  is  the 
brains  of  the  armv,  and  he  had  brains. 

"  All  goes  well!  "  he  said,  as  if  tlure  were  no  more 
to  say.     AH  goes  wel! !      lie  would  say  it  u  hen  things 
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IcHjkcd  black  or  when  they  looked  brii^ht,  and  in  a  way 
tli.it  would  make  other;,  believe  it. 

(  )ut:-,ide  'he  h(;tel  \  ere  no  cavalry  escorts  or  coir.- 
inaiiders,  n..  hurrviiiu;  wrderlies.  none  ol'  the  legendary 
physical  activity  that  is  assouated  with  an  army  head- 
(juarters.  An  autorno!;ile  drove  ii(),  an  otlicer  ^ot  out; 
another  ofhcir  descended  the  stairs  to  enter  a  waiting 
car.  1  he  ■  les  ».arrv  word  taster  than  the  cars. 
I  ich  suboriimate  coi-  nand  was  in  his  ['lace  alonij 
th.it  line  wiieie  we  haa  seen  tlie  [Mi!ts  ot  smoke  against 
tiie  landscape,  reads  to  answer  a  (juestion  or  obey  an 
(jrder.  i  hat  sii  iphcity,  like  art  itself,  which  seems  so 
easy  i-i  the  n    'St  eiilHcult  accomplishment  of  all  in  war. 

Alter  dark,  in  a  dri//!i:  ^  r.iin,  we  came  to  what 
seeniLd  to  be  a  to/vn,  lor  our  automobile  lamfis  spread 
their  radiant  streams  over  wet  pavements.  Hut  these 
were  the  onl\  lights.  I  on^ues  ot'  loose  brick  had 
been  shot  across  the  cobblestones  and  dimlv  the  jagged 
skvline  n{  broken  walls  ot'  buildings  on  either  side 
could  be  li'scovered.  it  was  Senlis,  the  first  town  [ 
had  seen  whiJi  could  he  Llassitied  as  a  town  in  ruins. 
.\lterward>.  one  becanu'  a  sort  oi  specialist  in  ruins, 
comparing  the  latest  with,  previous  examples  of  de- 
struction. 

.\pproachi'ig  footsteps  brc'ke  the  silence.  A  small, 
Very  ^mail,  h  rench  soIdlLr  —  he  was  not  more  than 
live  leet  two  —  appea  ed  and  we  followcil  him  to  an 
ambulance  that  had  broken  down  for  want  of  gasoline. 
Ir  !ieloni,red  to  the  Societe  de  I'emnies  tie  I  ranee.  The 
little  soldier  h;;d  jnit  on  a  unih/nii  as  a  volunteer  for 
the  only  service  .hi-;  stature  would  permit.  In  Mose 
tlavs  manv  volunteer  irganisarions  were  busv  seeking 
to  '■  help."      Iherc  was  a  kind  of  competition  among 
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tlicin  loi-  uonmicJ.  This  ambulance  had  j^^ot  one  and 
was  i,,Isi!i'.^r  lijni  ro  Paris,  oh  the  rcj,uilar  idutc  of  the 
Wiiii.iih  J  wUn  were  hein^  sent  south,  'ilie  h(^ot-S(iIes 
<•!  a  pro>trate  litvau  shoiscJ  out  of  tiic  liark  reeess  of 
the  iiiterioi-.  'I  his  IVenJi  olncer,  a  major,  had  Inen 
!iit  in  the  shonllcT       II,    t.-'.-,l  t/i  r,,,^^,^,^  .1, »  i,  :., 


ii.]iiii   i>(in.ii,    .1   maiui.    (KKi   [Hen 

1  I(    tried  to  control  tlie  catch  in 
his  iisscrtion  tli:ir  li,'  \\;ij,  suHcr- 

It  was 


iiit  in  me  siKJuiJer.      I  h    tried  to  control  thi 

ins  \oice  which  hen(  d  his  assertion  that  he  \^ 

In^  little  pain.      'I  lie  driz/jint;  rain  w.is  JiilK.      a  was 

a  hiMij;  way  to  I'aris  \et. 

"  We  will  make  in>|uiries,"  said  our  kindly  .ueneral. 

A  m.i!i  who  cime  out  of  the  i,doo;ti  said  ti;  it  tliTc 
was  a  hospit.il  kcjU  hv  ^^ne  Si>ters  of  C  harit\  in  Scnlis 
which    had    escaped    destruction.       I  he    <piesti,Mi    was 


..I..  .1  iiw,j.n,ii  isij'i  ii\   MJMii.  .^iMers 
which    had    escaped    destruction.       I  lie    < 
put  into  the  recesses  of  the  ambulance: 

'_'  W  ..lil  i  \ou  prefer  to  spend  the  nit^ht  here  and  i^o 
nn  III  i!k'  MiiiriiMiL;?  " 


on  m 

^  es,  monsicLir.    I 


should  —  like  —  t! 


I  es.  monsieur,  l  —  s/iouici  —  like  —  that  —  [let- 
ter! "  The  tone  left  no  doubt  of  tlie  relief  that  the 
journe\  ui  a  c.ir  with  poor  sprin^^s  w.is  no;  to  be  con- 
tinued .'Iter  liours  of  waitin^^r,  m.iruoned  in  the  street 
ol  a  ruined  I  own. 

W  hde  the  :m;bulaMce  passed  insiiie  the  hospital  ;,'atc, 
I  spoke  with  an  elderlv  woman  who  came  to  a  nearby 
door._  Co-l  and  de(inite  she  was  as  a  I'renJi  soldi(  r, 
brinL'Mi-  home  the  character  of  the  women  of  i  ranee 
whkh  th,>  \car  has  made  so  well-kn.uMi  to  the  world. 
"  W  ere  uiu  here  durinij;  the  li<i;litin^:  " 
"  'i  es.  i,.onsicur.  and  duriiiir  the  shellim;  :uu\  the 
burnm.i;.       Ilie   shellinL,^  was   imt  enoiii;h,       Ihe  der- 

nians  s.iid  that  some  one  tired  on  their  sol.iiers a 

''"\'  ^  believe  — so  thev  set  lire  to  the  houses.  One 
cou!.!  ,.nK  look  and  hate  and  pra\  as  their  soldiers 
passed  throu-h.  lookinq;  so  unconquerable,  making 
all  seem  so  terrible   for   I'rancc.      W.is   it   to  be   '70 


o\  Tin:  iii:i:i.s  oi  vox  kllxk    h 


I 


()\cr  a,L;.iiii  .•'  Onr's  heart  \v.;>  of  stone,  inoiisieur. 
I'l'iis'  Tliey  canio  bark  faster  than  thev  went.  A 
mitrailleii^c  ua-,  down  tht'-e  at  tlic  eiui  of  the  street, 
nuv  iiiitraiiieusel  1  lie  inillet^  went  craekinj;  by. 
I  he\  craek,  the  bullets;  tlies  ilo  ivit  whistle  bke  tlie 
stones  say.  1  hen  the  street  wa.s  enipl\-  of  derriians 
who  eoisKl  run.  I  he  JeaJ  the\  coiiKI  not  run,  nor  the 
\'- I'.i'Hieil.  I  hen  the  Iremh  e;i:iie  u[)  the  street,  run- 
II : II '4,  too  —  runnniLC  atter  the  ( leriiians.  It  was  l;ooJ, 
monsieur,  l^cjoJ,  ^ooJ  ;  .Mv  lieart  was  not  •<{  stone 
then,  nionsieur.  It  ciuKl  not  l^eat  fast  enough  for  hap- 
piness. It  was  the  heart  of  a  ^irl.  I  renieniber  it  all 
\er\   Jeai-jv.      I  .il\\a\s  shall,  monsieur." 

".///"//>.'"  said  our  statesman.  "The  officer  is 
Well  eareil  tor." 

I  lie  worKI  seemed  iK^rnial  aL^ain  as  we  passed 
'hrouiL^h  ot:;er  towns  un!;;;rmed  ap.A  sw,.'p't  In  th.e  d.'.rk 
i-ountryside.  till  a.  vu^\  linht  rose  in  our  path  ;i;ul  a 
sliarp  "  On!  -jiii/  ''  came  out  of  the  i^iLiht  as  we  slowed 
ilouii.  I  his  was  Pot  the  only  seiUrs  eall  fru:ii  a 
I- reiieii   I  ei-ritorial  in  front  of  a  barricade. 

At  a  second  hadt  wl-  found  a  chain  as  well  as  a  bar- 
ricade across  the  road.  I  or  a  moment  it  seemed  tiiat 
e\  e;i  the  suave  [niidiamentarls'-i  of  (jur  statcs)r,;iM  or 
the  authority  ot  our  ueneral  and  our  pass:-,  could  not 
convince  one  <j:v\/ /\^.\l  ri.se!-\ist,  doin:.r  his  dut\  f.n- 
I-ran.e  ar  the  rear  while  tiic  youn^  men  were  at  the 
front,  that  we  liad  .in\-  r!L,'ht  to  be  i^oinLr  into  Paris  at 
th.!;    hour  ol    the   niLUit.       I ';e   password.    wh'Ji    was 

Paris,"  iielped,  ami  we  h  h  it  a  most  a[ipropriate 
password  as  we  came  to  the  broad  streets  of  the  citv 
that  was  s.ife. 

There  is  a  popatiar  Idea  that  \apole(-n  was  a  super- 
;,anius  who  won   all   iiio  battles  alone.      It   is   wrona". 
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\R 


I  Ic  fiad  a  lor  of  IVcm  I 


same  kiiul  of  I 


irntn  nloii^  to  livlp.      Much  t| 


ic 


i-'-nJiincn  i|\c  to-Jay.      Not  liiitM  thc-y 


i^aiti  wouKJ  the  world  Ivhc'vc  thi..      I 


that  the  c\ulal)lc  (.aul.   ul 


t  secfTis 


uoulil  hccoine  Jeinoraliseil  in  f 
isation,  merely  talks  with  his  hml^.      I 


rji_  MMiie  pcoj'Ie  tliou^rjit 


ce  ol  (leriu  :ii  or^aii- 


le  IS  Cool 


th 


as  he  alua\s  u;- 


1  i; 


"  a  irreat  crisis 


tik 


cir  democracy  and  hunianitv.      i  hke  tl 
cavini^r  their  war  to   IVance  and   M 


renih  lor 


icni,  too, 


f, 


>r 


(Ira  2 


Win; 


in  (if)d  as  do  the  ( 


irian';e;    for  not 


riJssihIe  that  (iod 


icrnians. 


I 


i<r 


that  II 


IS  not  in  the  lit.'lit.      \Ve  d 


c  even  ap{)ruvej  uf  the  war, 


It  IS  just 
on't  know 


VI 

AM)  CALAIS  WAITS 

Calais,  the  i)l)jrttiv  t-  of  :i  >trui:j.'le  fur  w^  iM  power  —  I.a«(  rescrvM 
of  llu'  I5rili%li  —  A  lily  of  rctiij:fi- —  llt-roic  tare  of  the  wounded 
— "  l.ife  K"'i"il  <">  a*  u-iial  " —  I'tir  cheerful  Htl^;iaIls  —  In  a 
i-'rtiuli  hobpitjl  —  Ail   n-tijiii>ln.\l  but   liapjiy  'i'oinniy. 

'l()  the  tra\  Jk'f.  Calais  Irid  hccn  tlic  symbol  of  the 
shorti-^r  mute  trt)in  l.onvlon  t^i  I'aris,  r!ic  slujrtcst  spell 
ot  tormeal  in  crossiiij;  the  Hritish  Channel.  It  was  a 
poliu  where  cmc  felt  intinitc  relief  or  sad  jihysical 
anticipations.  In  the  last  ilays  of  Xovenihcr  Calais 
bei  inie  the  symlvil  of  a  stru^'^de  for  world  power. 
I  he  British  and  the  IrenJi  were  tijj:htin^  to  hold 
Calais;  the  (iernv.ins  to  f:;et  it.  In  Calais  (iermany 
would  have  Iier  foot  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  She  could 
look  acro'-s  only  tuenty-two  miles  of  water  to  the  chalic 
elitls  at  !)n\cr.  She  would  be  as  near  her  ri\al  as 
twice  the  len;;*hof  .Manhattan  Island;  within  the  ran^e 
of  a  m(;dern  <,uin ;  within  an  hour  by  steamer  and 
twenty  minutes  In  aeroplane. 

I  he  Iohl;  battle-tront  from  Switzerland  to  the 
North  Sea  had  been  established.  There  was  no  ^et- 
tin^  around  the  Allied  tlank;  there  had  ceased  to  be  a 
Hank.  I  o  w  in  C  alais,  Cierman\  must  crush  through 
without  any  manau\  re  by  main  force.  I'rf)m  the  cafes 
where  the  British  newsfxiper  men  j^athered  F.ngland  re- 
cei\ed  its  news,  which  they  gleaned  from  refugees  and 
stragglers  and  passing  officers.  They  wrote  some- 
thing every  day,   tor  Ilngland  must  have  something 

7J 
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al>.ujt  tlKU  d;//y   !„,J.„„   ,,,,,,,,  in  t!:c  „uu!.   ti.a 
lu    I.    ■,.!,  uerc_tii,duin.t;ultf.  their  las;  ic.n.s;  . 

Ku  .K  ul,:  h  kept  I.uk  tlK.  ul,  .,-v.r  IV.  mmV  star^.lc 
coul  1   ,;ut   kcL'p   hack   the   tn,-h        S,,n,   .1-  ".'-■'^'^ 

was  in  th.  air.  ^^"■'neJn.M-  ominous 

't  -.s  u.,:.th  while  h,.;n^  in  that  oIJ  t,un  a.  .t 
.^••"-'  ""  'l'^'  -ssuc  ,n  ,he  L;te  O.t.her  rains  Its 
:^h^n„en  crept  out  in  the  .n.rnin^s  iVnn,  the  ^hel- 
^  ';'„. '"'":"''   ''Y'  '-^^^^^^^s  f,athe:-eJ  incrou.is 

tl-cretu^ecs.  .1  here  u  as  nn,n!,„ess  in  thur  „„.  c- 
nuts  uulthe,r<accs  were  Wank -the  parah.;,  of 
ba,t  I  „m  s,.!,  en  d:sas.er.  The  ehiklren  .iij  not 
m.  b  r  nunui..!  the  ury  bread  which  their  parents 
},M\c  them  mechanically  ' 

•ilr  ad\   s  ale:  eviction  and  miserv  uere  stale       Was 
Cahiis  tube  saved?      That  was  the  onlv  ouotion.      If 


Jbe  (.ernians  came,  one  t!ioii,rht"that"M  ujame 'at  the 
'-t.!  would  .;,,!,,  at  her  desk,  unrunledj!:;::!:^,'" 

serve    an    excellent    ^alad     for 


stil 


Woulii   still 

■d    she    wou! 

;t';r;,  ;■  ^'^'Z"''"^'^"' ^^^^'1^  ^^i'Uo  out  tosea  f.;; 

iiK  II   (.!a:,\-  cati.il. 
What   ■ 


^vas^om^  to  happen?     What  mi:,ht  not  hap- 
.-"•        t    v       human  helplessness  to  the  last  de-M- x' 

:::.  "-*'^-i^'---,iers.  i  .ue  was  m  ti.  i:^;^ 

Jl.e;c  coul  .  be  no  resisting  that  fate.      Jf  the 


I 

line 


AND  C  AIMS  \V\ITS 


/  ■> 


Germans  c.utic.  tlicv  rariic.  Bd-i.m  st.ift  offi  >.'rs  with 
tlii-'r  lii;4h-cr(i\\iK\l.  ^ilt-hraidcd  c.ii'-  wiiu  iKir.;^  In  in 
thtir  f.irs.  'Mktc  aKv,i\s  SLv:;.^vi  a  ^tcU  many 
IJcl<^iati  Stat!  otViccrs  hack  of  t!ic  Hili^iin  artn\  in  the 
restaurants  atul  caKs.  I  lahit  is  strong',  i\  en  in  war. 
1  he\  iiid  n't  otten  miss  their  iIi'iiKHi  rs.  (  h\  t!ie  I)i\- 
rnuile  line  all  that  remained  ot'the  aeti\c  Helj^i  in  Army 
Wis  in  a  i!e;it!i  stniij;4le  in  tlic  rain  and  mini.  Id  these 
.^h  I'f'irkc.i,  hiiiDur  without  stint,  as  to  their  ^.iMaiU 
kuiL,'. 

Sh;^ht!y  Wounded  Bel^'ians  and  Ikli^'ian  stra^^ler 
roamed  the  streets  of  Calais.  Some  had  a  few  hel  inj^- 
ini^s  \  lapped  up  in  handkerchiefs,  ^the;^  had  only 
the  clothes  on  their  hacks.  Vet  they  were  cheerful; 
this  .vas  the  ama/inji;  tiiinfjj.  Ihev  iiio\  ed  about, 
lau^hln;j;  and  ciiattiiiLi  in  ^loups.  Perhaps  this  was 
the  best  way.  I'ossiMv  the  relief  at  luin^  out  of  t!ie 
hell  at  the  front  was  the  onK  emotion  thev  could  feel. 
Vj  n  their  cheerfulness  was  none  the  less  a  da>h  of  sun- 
light for  Cal.iis. 

1  he  IreiiJi  weie  gi:in.  They  were  still  polite; 
thev  went  on  with  their  work.  No  unwounded  Ireruh 
sohliers  were  to  be  seen,  except  the  old  J'erritorials 
guardiiiL;  tlie  railroad  and  the  hi^^lnvavs.  1  he  mili- 
t.iry  orLZimsalion  of  I  ranee,  which  knew  what  war 
mei'.nt  and  had  expected  war,  had  drawn  e\en-  man 
to  his  place  and  held  him  there  with  the  inexorable 
h.md  ot  milit.iry  and  racial  discipline.  Calais  had 
ne\er  considered  c.ninjf  for  wounded,  and  the 
wounded  poured  in.  I  saw  an  autoi7iobile  with  a 
wounded  inan  stop  at  a  crowded  corner,  in  the  midst 
of  retuLrees  and  soldiers;  a  doctor  was  leaning  o\er 
him,  and  he  <lied  while  the  car  waited. 

But  the  news;^afier  men  were  sa\in;i;  that  stories  of 
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jvounuVj  niui  wv.c  likewise  stale.      S,.  tin  v  uc-c    for 
■.uru,v   u.,s    ,vd    uirl,       „u,ijc.|.      Tnin   atrcr   h-ain 
hnuK^hrin  its  loa.i  (n,,,  ,h,  ,-,,,,^^.  Pn.U'alais  trlc.l  to 
car.  fMrrhun.      At  Kas,,  it  ha.l  InnlJinu.  u  hid,  unuM 
.UivysluIuTtminthcrain.      On  the  floor  ot  a  railnnul 
frcmlit  s'u.l  the  u.uinj,  J  !,,,   in  l,,p,.^r  rrnvs.  witli  just 
enough  space  hefueui  t!ie;n  to  ma'^c  an  al'.  <        T'iose 
in  the  row  a-aln-t  o-k  nf  the  ualls  uerc  (.ernian  pris- 
"ners.       1  heT  -reui  unit,.rnis  meltcJ  Into  the  stnne  of 
t;'-    w.'H    an.i    .!;J    not    show    the    mud    stains.      Two 
sMirlvuounde.ihulth.ir  heads  tojrethu-uhlsHPn.r 
I  licv  wu-e  hjple^.:.  tired,  thouuh  not  ns  tired  --s  niosi 
"t  tlic  others,  iho.e  two  stalwart  xoun;,r  nu-n :  hut  thcv 
He.ned  to  !,e  reliev  ed,  almost  happv.      ft  did  '.v>t  mat- 
ter  wliat  h  ;pperied  to  tiiem.  now.  so  lon^  as  th'ev  could 
Vv>t. 

_  Ne\t  to  them  a  (.erman  was  vlvin-  and  orhers  hnJlv 
(lit  were  -lassy-cvcd  in  their  fatliiue  an.l  e^h,uls^^-n 
1  his  was  the  nurd,  exhaustiun.   tor  all  the  wounded. 
I  lev   had   not   the   stren-h    tor   pas.ion   ..-  em.-tion. 
1  fie  fuel  lor  tliose  tires  uas  in  aslies.       Ml  thev  wanted 


■^I'Hie  I'ell  as!. 


not 


^H'i'il^K  uhahir  the\  were  in  C.er- 
^  In  the  other  rous,  in  contrast  witli 


in  this  world  was  to  lie  (juiet:  an 
knowini^  or  e.iriiv  '^i-"' 
many  or  in  I'rance. 

this  chameleMn.  !,atflin-  ureen.  were  the  red  trousers 
of  the  Irench  and  the  dark  blue  <.f  the  Hel-Ian  uni- 
forms, sharm-  the  den-oeracy  of  exhaustion  widi  their 
t(>e. 

A  mistv  rain  was  I'allin.o;.  In  a  bright  spot  of  H-dit 
throuuh  a  ^^u^An^^■  one  bv  one  tlie  wounded  were  bem- 
lifted  up  on  to  a  sear,  il  tliev  were  not  fo  badh  hit'' 
and  onto  an  ..peratmir-table  it"  thev  were  verv  badly 
hit.  \  doctor  and  a  sturdv  Frenchwoman  of  abuut 
thirty,   in   spotless   white,    were   in   charge.      Another 
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\. DHKUi  uiuiM  the  iirst-aid  h:itul.i,i;c  niui  .)(iicr>  nppllc.l 
n  spray.  N'l  t;n;c  u:is  lost:  tluTc  ucrc  too  iiia'iy 
■  oundcil  to  c.irc  fur.  The  tiling  !nu>t  he  Tmic  as  r.ip- 
ily  as  possible  bcture  another  train-load  came  in.  If 
•Itcsc  attendants  were  tireil,  thev  did  not  know  it  any 
iore  than  the  wounded  had  realised  their  l'at:;^ue  in 
'ic  passion  ol'  battle.     The  i;npro\  !-ed  arran^etTieiit  to 


meet  an  enierjijency 


n,u 


an 


•I  1 


h":\\  i!'M-e  elaho- 


r.itc  arrangements  ot   i-rL:anis;itioii  wlr.Ji   I   had  seen 

lif-tle  m'Te  red  ;  huinanltv  a 


.leked.      It  made  war  a 


le^s   unwer   the 


little   more    tiirtian   and    khuI    .rv 
scoiirp;c  which  it  h.ul  broii;,'ht  on  itM^li, 

rh'>:iL:h  Calais  was  not  prepari.d.  lor  wounded, 
\.\\- n  {h..:v  ca;!:e  tlie  women  tit  ener,L;\  and  courage 
t;,;:;.-  i  to  tlie  work  v.ithout  jealous\',  W!th.oi;t  regard 
t'l  red  tape,  witliout  fastidiousness.  1  have  in  ini:ui 
h.df  a  dti/en  other  wnmen  about  the  streets  tliat  dav  in 
uniforms  of  sliort  skirts  and  helmets,  who  bi.l()n;;ed  to 
some  \-olunteer  oI•^;Ii1isatio!l  whieh  h.id  taken  some 
care  a.s  to  Its  regimentals.  I  he\  were  t\pes  not  Jiir- 
aeteristie  of  the  whiili'.  ot  wliom  i^m;  pr.ictieal  1  iii^hsh 
doctor  saiil:  ""  W'e  don't  mind  a.s  lom:^  as  ihev  do  not 
;:vt  in  the  wa\."  Idieir  criticisms  ol  Calais  and  the 
arranu;en;enls  were  out.^poken:  iMliimj;  ua^  .uiequate; 
conditions  were  tiltln  ;  it  was  shaiv.eful.  Ihev  uere 
goiiiLC  ^o  urite  to  the  1  .nu'lish  newspapers  aliout  it  and 
appeal  for  money.  When  the\  had  ort^'aniscd  a 
proper  iiospital.  one  should  sc 

to      1 

V, n::>  n  were  doinu;  the  best  they  knew  how  and  doin;^ 
it  ni(W. 

A  tinedoi-jkinG:  vouiTj  FrenLhman  who  had  a  shell- 
'.voun.l  in  tlie  thi:a!i  v.;;-.  bein.t;  hft'-d  onto  the  t.ible. 
lie  shtuldered  with  pain,  as  he  clenched  his  teeth;  yet 


how   the  thini;  in^ht 
il'Me.      Meantime,     tliese     \olunteer     Ireiuh- 
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when  the  ilri.>-sinLr  was  fniivliCi!  he  w,i>  able  to  breatlie 
his  thanks.  (  )n  the  seat  was  a  Cdn^o  neL'ro  who  Icul 
Ivy;i  uitli  one  of  the  nd.jian  re-'iiieiits.  eoil  l-hitk  anj 
thii.k-ii|)peJ.  With  bloodshot  e\e>;  an  unsensitiscj  iui- 
man  ur^Mnism,  his  face  as  expressionless  as  his  liare 
back  with  lioles  niade  bv  sheH-fra^rnents.  A  youni^ 
I'Vcnchwoman  —  she  coi,M  not  !i,!\c  been  more  than 
nhieteen  —  witfi  a  tAc^:  ot"  sinirular  rctincnunt.  MMaved 
his  u-oiiihK  with  the  iletiniteness  of  one  traineJ  to  such 
work.  t!ini|.'h  rwo  Ja\s  before  It  ]\.u\  probabI\-  newr 
oeeiMTed  to  her  as  beinu;  in  t!ie  possibihties  of  her  e\- 
isteiKe.  IKr  coohiess  and  the  eooliie'-s  of  the  otiien 
women  in  tiieir  silent  a.etivity  had  a  charm  that  went 
witli  one's  i!e\oiit  respect. 

1  lie  i  reiieh  wounded,  ti^o,  were  silent,  as  if  in  tile* 
presence  oj  a  crisis  wliiJi  tuerwh.hiud  t'.eir  personal 
tho•ll^hts.  I  leip  was  needed  at  the  front;  thev  knew 
It.  On  si\t\  tr.'.ins  in  one  da\-  si\t\  tliousand  I'rcnch 
passed  :hrou-h  Cahiis.  With  a  [niss  fr.-m  tlie  I-'rench 
conMiiandant  at  Cdais.  I  ^(,t  al-xiard  one  of  these 
trains  down  at  the  railroad  v.irds  at  d.iwn.  'I'his  lot 
were  I  nrcos,  in  command  of  a  white-li;i:!-ed  \-eteraii 
oi  Ali-ican  campaii;ns.  An  utter  chanue  of  atn^os- 
pliere  from  tiie  frelub.t  shed!  Perhaps  it  is  onlv  the 
wounded  who  ha\e  time  ti)  think.  .\I\  companions  in 
the  oilicers'  car  were  as  cheery  a.s  the  Iirown  devils 
wiiom  tliev  led.  They  had  cmie  from  the  trenches 
on  the  Marne.  rmd  their  connnissariat  ^vas  a  boiled 
ham.  some  bre.ui  aiivl  red  wine.  linuu^lil  It  w 
w.ir  time,  as  the\  s.iid. 

■'  \\  e  were  in  the  I'aris  railroac 
\vc  s.;w  ot  Paris,  and  in  t!ie  iiiui  •. 
Tiiev   had  left   the   Marne  the 


.as 


night  i!)ev  could  be  in  the  light.      It  did  not  t.'' 


\a'  ds.      That  is  all 
Hard  luck!  "' 
prc\'it)ii-  d/i\'.      I)v 
!i<e  long 
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to  sciul  rcinl'iircciiKnts  ulicn  the  li;u-  u:'.'-  closed  to  all 
txccpt  iriilit;ir\  tritHc  and  vnc  train  t'olloucJ  lL^c  on 
til.;  I;cc!s  of  another. 

I'hcv  '.lid  not  know  wlicrc  they  were  .qoin;:;.  One 
!;e\er  knew  ulieie.  I'robably  t!iey  would  j^fet  orders 
,,r  Dunkirk,  lather  joL.e,  when  there  w.is  a  call  lor 
ieint\,>rceinents  ne\er  was  in  a  panicky  hurry  a'nnit  it. 
1  [c  seemed  to  understand  that  the  i,a'!ier.d  who  made 
the  eall  could  Iiold  ou .  a  httle  Ioniser;  hut  the  rein- 
forcements were  aluay->  up  on  time.  A  lon;j;  head  had 
I'atlier  Jotlrc. 

.\o\v  I  am  i^oinn;  to  ?ay  that  life  was  t^oinj;  on  as 
usual  at  Dunkirk;  that  is  the  oh\  icnis  thini;  to  say. 
The  nearer  the  enenn,  t!ie  imu-e  ch.iracten v,ic  that 
trite  obser\arion  of  tliose  who  ha\e  loHoued  t!ie  roads 
of  war  in  l-'.urope.  At  Dunkirk  you  mii;ht  ha\c  ii 
rood  nieai  within  sounii  ot  the  thunder  ot  the  Ljun^  of 


i>,.; 


.1, 


tiie  ljriti>ii  uKjiutors  wuicn  uere  t'.elpm.Li;  the  Bel^ii.ms 
to  hold  their  line.  At  Dunkirk  mo>t  excellent  pastry 
was  for  sale  in  a  coniectioner\  shop.  Win  shouldn't 
t.irtmakers  'j^o  on  nuikm^  t.irts  anil  selhiiL;  them? 
1  he  British  n.i\;d  reser\e  otiieers  u>ed  to  take  tea  in 
this  shop.  Little  crowds  of  citi/ens  who  had  nothiiiij; 
to  do,  which  is  the  most  miserable  ot  vocations  in  such 
a  crisis,  gathered  to  look  at  armoured  motor  cars  whuh 
had  come  in  from  tlie  front  with  ludlet  dents,  uhieh 
L;a\e  them  the  atmospliere  ot  battle. 

Be\ond  Dunkirk,  one  mij;ht  see  wounded  Dcli^ians 
fresh  from  the  froiit.  si  i^-,Lierin,!j;  in,  crawlin^:,;  in,  hob- 
hhn'j,  ill  fro'in  under  the-  h.a\  oc  ot  sliell-lire,  then'  i^rst- 
aidi  binTi;ies  saturated  with  mud.  tlieir  unpjainly  and 
inipraeticable  uniforms  oo/in^  mud.  ghosts  of  men  — 
these  shipp.rkt-^  of  the  nation  tliat  was  unprepared  for 
war,  who  had  done  their  [Mrt,  when  the  onl\   milit.iry 
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th.Hi^lit  uns  f,,r  more-  iik:;,  uiiuouiukd  men,  British, 
I  rLiuh,  licl^naii,  to  stem  the  (jcrin.ui  tide.  Vet  w:\n: 
of  these  liel;.,nans.  even  these,  were  cheerful.  Thev 
C'luKi  still  smile  ami  snv.  "  fiaiDir  cIudu,!  '' 

IndeeJ,  there  ^.e.'iied  no  limit  to  the  eheerhihie^s  of 
Hei^iims.  At  a  hospital  in  C'.ihiis  I  nut  ;;  Heli^r;,,,,  ,,,•,,. 
fes.or  uith  his  head  a  wjiite  h  dl  of  banda-es."  huu  injr 
a  hole  for  one  eve  and  a  slit  for  tlie  iiDuth.  I  le  had 
been  oiu-  of  the  eyeli-,t  U^ixc  whieh  took  aceouni  .,f 
many  derman  ea\alry  scouts  in  the  first  two  weeks  of 
die  war.  .\  staft  automo'.iile  had  run  over  iiim  on  the 
road. 

"I  t'nnk  tlie  driwr  of  the  car  was  careLss,"  he  said 
mddly.  as  il  he  were  i^ivin-  a  -ui'de  reproof  to  a  stu- 
dent. 

15y  contrast,  ht  had  r^as.in  M  Ik-  thankful  for  his  lot. 
I-o,,keil  aftu-  by  a  b:-a\e  m.m  attendant  in  another 
room  were  the  wounded  who  wcvl  too  horrible  to  see; 
who  must  tlie.  Then  in  another,  vou  had  a  picture  of 
a  smihn.L^r  j^-itish  re-ular,  with  a  Hriii^Ii  nurse  and  an 
1  nnlishwoman  of  Calais  to  look  after  !,:m.  They 
read  to  him.  tb,.v  t.ilked  Xn  him,  the\  \i,d  with  e.uli 
other  in  rearran,^in;,r  his  pillows  or  bedclothes.  He 
was  a  hero  of  a  story;  but  it  rather  puz/led  him  why 
he  should  be.  Whv  were  a  lot  of  peopde  payin^^  so 
nr.ieh  .ittention  to  liiui  for  doin_:^r  his  d';r\  ? 

In  the  ia\a!r\.  he  had  been  separated  from  his  re.^,^- 
iment  on  the  retreat  from  Mens.  Wanderin-  about 
the  country,  he  came  up  with  a  res^Mnunt  of  cuirassiers 
and  asked  it  he  mi-ht  not  fi.uht  with  the;n.  A  number 
of  the  cuirassiers  spoke  lai-li.di.  Ihev  took  him  into 
the  ranks.  1  he  regiment  went  far  ,a  er  on  the  .Marne, 
throu<,di  tr.wns  with  Trench  names  wliich  he  could  not 
I'lonounee,  thib  man  in  khaki  with  the  IVeneh  troopers. 
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He  wns  marked.  C^■^/  mi  .1  ngla't.^!  People  checrcii 
liiin  and  threw  tloweis  to  hi,ii  i'l  re;^inns  wh'uh  li;ul 
nc\er  seen  one  of  the  S'lKliei's  ot  the  Ally  het'^rc. 

V(.s,  otHcers  a:nl  p;e"ntlenien  invited  him  to  iiiiK-.  like 
he  was  a  fjcntlenum,  he  said,  and  not  a  Ii'inmy,  and 
the  I'reneh  (joverninent  had  given  hini  a  decfiratinn 
called,  the  I.ecrion  of  I  loiioiir  oi  something  like  that. 
This  was  all  \er\  tiiie:  bur  the  best  thing  was  that  his 
own  colonel,  when  he  returri.il.  li  ul  him  up  helore  his 
company  and  niaiie  a  speech  to  l;i:n  for  lightinij  with 
the  I'rench  when  he  could  iv  t  tuid  his  o\\\\  reijirTient. 
1  le  was  supreinelv  happy,  tliis  Tommy.  In  waitinii 
C'Liis  uwc  mi^ht  witness  about  all  the  emotions  and 
contrasts  of  war  —  and  m.my  whidi  une  doc^  nut  lind 
at  the  front. 


i 


y\\ 


IN'    or  RMAXV 

Tlie  o.hfr  .;,!f  rf  ,I,e  shield  -  A  Cicrman  pjnr.l-A  people  orpan- 
.-cd- A  tnadiine  of  pMchical  lone-"  A  people  >v ho  think  only 
in  ihc  oi7ens.vc--A  nation  tr;-ined  to  win -At  a  Herlin  hotel 

—  BluflinR  the  nation  into  canfii:ence  —  A  '  normal  "  city  —  Of- 
fuiall.  iuMilltd  hate-i;nk,'land  the  cai.se -A  Red  (  n.ss  cotn- 
pjiiM.n  — Kvcr.Mhi.m  to  uin!— -Are  yon   for  or  a^ainM   us?" 

—  Ihc  Citrman  point  of  view-  A  hoihojsc  mind  trained  bv  a 
dih-int  p::iernali*m—  Ihc  -  bra::d  of  the  Luutania.- 

NlAi.K  Ii;!.l  tliL'  war  sci-nicj  a  iiior^'  monstrous  satire 
than  on  that  hrst  day  in  (.crmanv  as  the  train  took  me 
t''  H^'Hin.  Ir  was  the  (;thcr  side  of  the  wall  of  '^m\ 
and  r,!;r-fire.  wliere  another  set  of'  human  hein-^s  vvre 
givuig  hfe  in  o-.Jer  V>  take  ]\\,.  T.V  I  ,.rd  hZ\  l.isii- 
loned  them  ,n  the  same  pattern  on  both  sides.  Ihcir 
JiiKh-en  uere  horn  in  tiie  same  ua\  ;  thcv  hied  from 
\voiinds  in  the  sai7ie  wav  —  but  uh\  '^i]  nn  in  tids 
\icious  eirele  of  thrui-ht?  Mv  impressions  of  (.cr- 
many  were  bii.f  .ni,!  th,-;  ilcarer.  perhaps,  fnr  ba':i- 
bnet  and  drauii  on  t!..'  frcdi  baek-round  of  I'ari.-.  and 
Cahus  waiti.ML,^  to  know  their  fate:  of  I'ni^Iand  staring 
:u-ross  the  Clia-nel  in  a  sii-pLiise  uhiJi  hJr  phlei,niiatic 
iiature  would  not  confess  to  learn  the  res-.dt  u\  the  b  it- 
tle  Uo:  ti,c  eh;nr,el  ports;  of  Im-hmd  and  l-ranee 
stramm-  u.th  all  their  streiujth  to  hold,  while  the  f.er- 


man>  exerted  all  th 


■  !'s  to  gain,   a   Lj;oal 


Ol 


I 


soliil   mistress   ot    iter   neutrality.    feari;vr    ior   it    and 
iM-o;;ting  bv  it  while  she  In.A  in  the  Del-i^m  foundliims 
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liroppcil  on  her  stcp^  —  I  IdII.ui.I.  that  little  l.uiJ  .it 
peace,  with  the  storms  l.i>hiii^  armiiul  her. 

The  stitt  ami  soldierly  appearing;  reserve  officer  with 
hristlinjr  Kaiserian  moustache,  so  professedly  alert 
.uul  erti.  ient,  who  looked  at  the  mottled  hack  of  my 
passport  and  frowned  at  the  recent  visa.  "  ./  '  /  P!a>f 
dc  (Juliiis,  hnii  pour  allcr  it  Dniiktrinc,  /'.  < ).  I  -  ('Itrf 
{i'l'.tut  Miijcr,"  hit  let  ir.e  In  uith'>ut  (lUcstioiis  or 
fuss,  aroused  visions  nt  a  Irontier  stone  w.ill  --tiKMed 
with  ba\()iiets. 

l-Vir  soiiuihini^  nbnut  hi;n  e\[ire5scc]  a  cert, 1  in  ch.'.r- 
aciiT  of  d^>\\  nr'.ulu  :n'.!it.nK\  lacking  in  either  an 
1  nyhsh  "r  a  ]■  :\ luli  L',u.ii-d.  I  nmKl  ini.'^zine  his  con- 
tempt for  both  .ind  [);irticul  irl\  tor  .1  "'  sh'pp\.  undisci- 
plined "  American  miarvl,  as  he  woulil  ]\:\w  called  one 
•  )t'  i>ur>.  l'crs(in:;l  feelings  did  nut  ^<\u.v  \n\^'  h.s 
thoughts.  lie  h;id  nunc:  on!,  n.ition.d  lc.l;nu's,  this 
nutpost  of  the  natiuiv.d  (;r;^ani>in.  1  he  niiio  1  ot  the 
iniMiient  w.is  frien.lliness  to  Ainc'uaiis.  (:erni:.nv 
wished  to  create  the  inipressiMn  on  th.L  outsuK-  Uiirld 
throLiuh  the  auena'  of  t!ic  lUvitral  press  th.it  sh,'  u.is 
in  dan^^er  of  star\  in.i;.  while  she  ani.isscd  munitions  tor 
her  suinmer  campai,Li;n  and  tlie  Allies  were  lulled  into 
cntidcnee  of  sie^a-  h\  famine  r.ither  ih.m  !i\  arms.  A 
>!■  uhle.  a  trtble  jnirpose  the  st.ir\in;x  c;impaii:n  ser\ed; 
\i)i-  it  also  ensured  economy  "1  loodstutis,  whde 
nothiu';  so  p'Uts  the  steel  into  a  sold;e'"s  heart 
as  the  thouLiht  that  the  enenu  's  tr\:n„'  to  beat  him 
thi-ouyh  t.iuin.;  the  bre.id  t>ui  ol  his  mouth  .uul  the 
mniiths  of  the  wtJinen  and  i.h:ldren  dei'eiukiU  upon 
him. 

Tears  anJ.  lui^hter  a-tid  rri'tnds  and  passions  organ- 
ised! Seventy  million  in  the  uniiui  ut  determined 
earnestness  of  a  life-.md-dealh  issue!      dermany  h.id 


.? 
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stiuiini  inure  tli.ui  l!"\v  to  make  \\>ir  uitli  ;in  army. 
Slic  IkuI  stuJic'd  linw  the  people  at  home  shouKi  help  an 
armv  to  make  war. 

"  With  our  immense  army,  which  consists  ct  all  the 
ahle-hodied  youth  of  the  peoj-le,"  as  a  (ierman  otticer 
said,  '"  when  we  yo  to  war  the  peojije  must  all  be  pas- 
sionate for  war.  I  lair  impulse  must  be  the  iniiuilsc 
ot  the  ariin.  Their  s;'irit  will  Av'w  c  tlie  armv  on. 
1  hey  must  l)e  drilled,  too,  in  their  part.  No  item  in 
national  organisation  is  too  small  to  ha\e  its  efteet." 

Compared  to  the  I'rench.  who  liad  turned  ^rim  antl 
^:\\e  theii-  [irayers  as  ind!\idnaK  to  hcai'ten  thi-Ir 
sojiiiers.  tile  ( i\  rmans  were  as  responsive  as  a  siriiiL^ed 
InstruiiuMt  to  the  master  musician's  touch.  A  whis- 
per m  Herliii  was  enou^^h  to  set  a  new  wave  of  pas- 
sion m  Miot!o-i,  w  iiiJi  spi'e.id  t'l  the  trenJu''.  e.ist  aiui 
we^r.  Something;  like  the  team  work  of  tlie  "  rah- 
rah  "  of  eoHc.ne  athletics  was  applied  to  the  nation. 
I  he  soit  \>ci.\.i\  on  this  emotion,  the  loud  on  that,  or  a 
new  er\  inaugurated  uhiJi  all  took  up,  not  with  the 
noisy,  paid  iiisineerit)  (.f  a  cla(|ue,  but  with  the  \  ibrant 
force  of  a  tr. lined  onliestra  with  the  brasses  predomi- 
nanr. 

TIr  re  seemed  les^  ot  tiie  spontanei'iv  ot  an  ind!\id- 
ualiNtie  people  than  ot  t!ie  exaltation  ot  a  reli;^ious 
re\  i\al.  It  the  arii)\-  ',\ere  a  maLhine  o|  material 
lo|-i.e,  thui  the  peoide  weie  a  maJiine  ol  i's\ehical 
force.  1  lioti;;h  the  thiiiir  mi^lit  le.i\  e  the  (.b>er\er 
cold,  as  a  reliiriiHis  r^\!\.d  leaves  the  sceptic,  \et  he 
must  admire.  I  was  told  th.it  i  should  succumb  to  the 
cont.i^ion  as  others  liad:  but  it  w.as  not  the  (iptimisiTi 
which  was  dinned  into  my  ears  tb.at  atiected  me  as 
inu^li  as  side  Imius. 
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\Vhca  Curcv  ami  I  tuuk  u  v,.i11-;  away  Ironi  a  r.nl- 

Mtinn  where  I  had  to  m.  lin  connection,  I 

'      man  reser\ist  of  forty-Hve,  who  was  helping 

V, iUi  «)iie  hand  to  thresh  the  wheat  troin  his  farm,  on 

'    ■     '    !"^     rini^N inter  day.      The  other  hand  was  in 

lie  had  been  allowed  ti>  ^o  home  until  ho 

was  well  enoujih  to  lij^ht  again.      The  same  sort  of 

bcene   I  had  witnessed  in  I'rance;  the  wounded  mm 
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tr\iii^  to  make  up  to  his  famiJv  t'l'   )" 
during  his  absence  at  the  front. 

(-)nlv.  that  man  in  1  rancc  was  on  tiic  ilc tensive;  he 
was  liL'htinj^  to  hold  what  he  had  and  on  his  own  soil. 
The  Cierman  had  been  li^htinix  "'^  tl'^'  enemy's  soil  to 
;^nin  more  land.  1  le,  too,  thout^ht  o(  it  as  the  defen- 
si\e.  All  (icrmanv  insisted  that  it  was  on  the  ilefen- 
si\e.  But  it  was  the  iiet'ensi\e  oi  a  people  who  think 
only  in  the  ottensi\e.  That  was  it  —  that  was  the 
)ital  impression  of  (itrmany  re\ealed  in  every  conver- 
^  itinn  anil  every  act. 

I'iie  I'.ni^lishman  leans  back  on  his  oars;  the  (ierman 
l^.iiis  forward.  The  I '.ni;li?Iiman's  [)hrase  is  "  stick 
ir."  wiilch  means  to  hold  what  ynu  lia\e;  the  (ier- 
!...:n"s  |)hrase  is  "onward."  1"  \'.as  iia;:t)iKil  vuuth 
ai^ainst  national  middle  ati;c.  A  vessel  with  pressure 
of  increase  from  within  was  about  to  expantl  nr 
hurst.  A  \cssel  whiJi  is  larLie  and  comfortable 
for  its  contents  was  resisting  pressure  from  with- 
1  ur.  riiL-  1  rcP.Ji  were  savin,;:;,  What  if  we  shntild 
lose?  and  the  derijians  were  savinir,  Wint  if 
wc  should  not  win  all  that  we  are  entitknl  to."'  der- 
many  had  been  thinking  of  a  mit;htier  to-morr«»w  and 
1  .nt;;!and  of  a  to-morrow  as  good  as  to-day.  (jermany 
looked   forward  to   a   fortune  to  be  won  at  thirty; 
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1  I'..!  ind  considered  the  suicguardiiii^  ul  her  furtuiie 
at  iiitv. 

It  is  iiDt  professions  that  count  so  much  as  the  thinji 
that  works  out  from  the  nature  of  a  situation  and 
the  conteriijioraneous  bent  of  a  people.  Tlie  I'.njilish 
thoui;ht  of  his  tlefence  as  keepinjjj  what  he  :dreadv  had; 
t!ie  derrtian  was  defend!ii;j  what  he  consiilered  that  he 
was  entitleil  to.  I  f  he  could  make  more  of  Calais  than 
the  I  leiKh.  tlun  Calais  ou^^ht  to  be  his.  A  ii.ition  with 
the  "  closed  in  "'  culture  of  the  I  rench  on  one  side  and 
the  enormous.  unuieUiy  mass  of  l\u>sia  on  the  other, 
conv  inced  of  its  sujxriority  and  its  ability  to  beat  eitiier 
I'H.  thought  that  it  was  tli^-  trienii  of  peai.e  1k- 
tause  it  had  withheld  the  blow.  When  the  strikinj? 
time  came,  it  struck  hard  and  force»l  the  battle  on 
eneinv  soil,  which  pro\ed.  to  its  lo^ic.  that  it  was  only 
rccci\injj;  pavment  ot  a  debt  nwcJ  it  by  destiny. 

HreJ  to  win,  confident  that  the  (ierman  system  was 
the  ri-ht  system  of  life,  it  c<uild  ima;.^ine  the  (Jcrman 
Micliael  as  the  missionar\  of  tlie  system.  con\ertinj^ 
t'k'  rh'li>tine  with  iii.icliiiic  mins.  Confidence,  the 
conliJcnce  which  must  ii,ct  new  vessels  for  the  enerj^y 
that  has  overllowed.  the  confidence  of  all  classes  in  the 
realisation  of  the  lon;^'-promised  day  of  the  "  place  in 
the  suti  "  for  all  the  immense  population  drilled  in  tb.c 
system,  was  the  keynote.  They  knew  that  tiuv  ctnild 
lick  the  other  fellow  ;;:ul  went  at  him  t'roin  the  start 
as  if  they  expected  l<<  lick  him.  with  a  dilij^ence 
which  made  the  ino<t  of  tiieir  trainir.g  and  prepara- 
tion. 

When  1  asked  for  a  room  with  a  b;'th  in  a  leading 
Ikrlin  biotel.  tlie  clerk  ;:t  the  desk  saiJ,  "  I   will  see. 


sir. 

i..d 


I  le  ran  his  eve  u; 


a!iv 


1  uiwn  the  list  methotl- 


lore  ne 


d:      -Ye: 


li.ne  a  g.)oei  room 


I 


IV 
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•1  the  second   '  t^rw.irJ,  I  learned  that  all 

■^  the  first  .i   -i  ^  ,      J  lloors  of  the  hotel  were 
J.      Ihe  small  dining-room  on'v  was  open,  and 
very  effort  was  made  to  n.akc  the  small  dininK-rnotn 
appear  normal. 

He  was   an   i.ii;ui.!!t  clerk;   the   Imi.!.^   [)<>)    \\ho 

.'encd  the  room  door,  a  goosc-steppinjj.  alert  sprout 

t'  Cjerman  militarism,  exhibited  a  punctiliousness  of 

ttention  which  produced  a  further  cttect  of  normality. 

i  hose  (iermans  who  were  not  doinij  their  part  at  the 

ttont  were  dinng  it  at  home  by  blutiin^  the  other  (ler- 

lans    and    themselves    into    confidence.      Ihc    clerk 

.  lic\  ed  that  some  day  he  would  have  more  j^uests  than 

Lvcr  and  a  bi}T^cr  hotel.     All  who  suffered  from  the 

\var  could  attord  to  "ait.     Ciermany  was  witmini;;  thw* 

rc^ramme  was  being  carried  out.     The  Kaiser  said 

In  proof  of  it,  multitudes  of  Russian  soldiers 

.'.  wie  tillinji  the  soil  in  place  of  (iermans.  who  were  at 

the  front  takinu;  more  Russian  soldiers. 

F.vcryhody  that  one  met  kept  telllnu;  him  that  every- 

'linj;  was  perfectly  normal.      No  intendinj^  purchaser 

f  real  estate  in  a  bo(>m  town  was  ever  treated  to  more 

■thnistic     jiropaganda.     l\M-fectly     normal  —  wnen 

Nv.ind  <'n!y  three  customers  in  a  lar^e  department 

IVrfectly  normal  —  when  the  big  steamship 

1  ::acs  presented  in  their  windows  bare  blue  seas  which 

had  once  been  charted  witl.  the  going  and  coming  of 

(jerman  ships!      Perfectly  normal  —  when  the  spool 

of  the  killed  and  wounded  rolled  out  by  yards  like  that 

ot   a  ticker  on  a  busy  liay  on  the  Stock  Ilxehanuel 

I'erfectly  normal  —  when  women  tried  to  smile  in  the 

trcets  with  eyes  which  had  plainly  been  weeping  at 

!i      \  '      Are  you  for  us  or  against  us?     The  question 

was  put  straight  to  the  stranger.     Let  him  say  that  he 
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wns  a  neutral  and  they  took  it  for  ■Tranted  tliat  he  was 
prii-Ally.     IJe  must  lie  pro-soriicthin^'. 

As  Corey  and  I  rctiirneii  to  the  railway  station  after 
our  Walk,  a  soldier  took  us  in  charge  and  marched  us 
to  the  otiice  of  the  military  commandant.  "  Arc  you 
an  i:n^lishman?  "  was  his  first  (jucstion.  i  lie  irut- 
tural  military  emphasis  which  he  put  on  I-'nfiilishman 
was  most  significant.  Which  brings  us  to  anotli.  r  f.ic- 
t(ir  ill  the  psycholop-y  of  war:  hate. 

"  If  men  arc  lo  fi<xht  well,"  •said  a  German  ofliccr, 
"  it  is  necessary  that  they  hate.  Ihey  must  be  exalted 
by  a  L;reaf  passion  when  they  char;T(j  into  machine 
gi'ns." 

Hate  was  officially  distilled  and  ilien  instilled  — 
hate  aga'nst  linuiand,  almost  exclusi\'eiy.  I'he  [niMic 
rose  to  tli.it.  If  l:.nt,'land  had  not  come  in.  the  (ji.v- 
nian  milit.irv  plan  \\\uild  have  succeetled :  first,  tlic 
crushinjj;  of  l^  -ice;  then,  the  crusliinii;  of  Russia. 
The  (.lesiii->eil  Belgian,  that  small  hi'v  «  ho  liad  tripped 
the  iiiant  and  tli-M  liuL'!.:ed  the  jjiant's  knees,  delayin;^ 
him  (in  till-  Tti.id  lit  Paris,  was  havintr  a  rest.  1  or  he 
had  been  hated  \-ery  h.ird  for  a  while  with  t!ie  h.ite  of 
contempt  —  that  miserable  ['^igmy  who  interfered  with 
thi  plans  of  the  machine. 

I'he  I'reneh  were  almost  popular.  Tlie  K.i'scr  had 
spoken  ot  them  as  "  bra\e  foes."  \\  hat  cjuarrel 
could  1  Vance  and  (lermany  have?  France  had  been 
the  dupe  of  linp;land.  Cartoons  of  the  hairy,  barbar- 
ous Russia.!!  and  th.e  futile  little  Frenchman  in  his  long 
coat,  borne  on  Cieriiian  bayonets  or  peckipLT  at  the 
boots  of  a  giant  Michael,  were  not  in  fashion.  I'or 
(iermnny  was  then  trying  to  arrange  a  separate  peace 
with  butli  i  ranee  and   i\us^ia.      1  ran^'e  was  to  ha\'e 
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Alsace-Lorraine  as  the  price  uf  the  arranijcmcnt. 
When  the  ncj^otiatlons  fell  through  the  cartoonists 
were  free  to  make  sporf  of  the  an;rrnic  (laul  an^i  the 
untutored  Slav  a^nin.  And  it  was  not  alone  in  (icr- 
niany  that  a  responsive  press  playeil  the  weather  \.ine 
to  (jo\ernment  wishes.  But  in  (iernnnv  the  machin- 
ery ran  smoothest. 

i  or  t!iL-  first  time  1  knew  what  it  was  to  ha\e  a 
huiriun  bein}^  whom  I  had  never  seen  before  hate  mc. 
At  sight  of  w.c  a  woman  who  had  been  a  ^ood  Samari- 
tan, with  human  kindness  and  charity  in  her  eyes, 
turned  a  maliirnant  devil.  Stalwart  as  Minerva  she 
v,as.  a  lair-haired  (jermnn  type  of  about  thirtv-tive, 
st]uare-s!iuuldered  and  robustly  attractive  in  her  Keel 
Cross  uniform.  Ikinij  hungry  at  the  station  at  1 1. in- 
over,  I  rushed  out  of  the  train  to  ijet  something;  to  <j.a. 
aini  saw  some  I'rankfurter  sandwiches  on  a  table  in 
I  r. '-It  of  me  as  I  alij^hted. 

•My  liand  went  out  for  one.  when  I  was  conscious  of 
a  movement  aiul  .;;i  exclamation  wliich  w.is  liostile. 
and  looked  up  to  see  Minerva,  as  her  hand  shot  out  to 
arrest  the  moveme:ir  of  mine,  with  a  hla/e  of  !iite. 
hard,  merciless  hate,  in  her  eves,  whibj  !ier  lips  framed 
the  word,  "  Iji^lisher  I  "  [f  looks  were  da^^ers  I 
should  have  been  pierce^!  through  the  he.irt.  I'erli.ips 
an  I'niilish  overcoat  accounted  tor  her  ernu".  Cer- 
tainly I  promptly  recognised  mine  when  I  saw  tliat  this 
\\as  a  Red  Cross  buffet.  An  I\nL,dishman  had  dared 
;o  tr\-  t.)  buv  a  s:'.r^l'A  ieh  meant  fcr  (iermatt  soldiers! 
She  mii;hr  ;it  least  glory  in  the  fact  that  her  majestic 
glare  had  \n.ii\i:  mc  most  uncomfortable  as  I  mur- 
mured an  apulugy.  which  she  received  with  a  stuny 
iruvvn. 
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A  moment  l.Ucr  a  snltlicr  approadicvl  the  buffer.  She 
leaned  over  smilinj^.  as  gentle  as  she  had  been  fierce 
and  ni;i!iLjn;int  a  moment  before,  inakinj^  a  picture,  as 
she  put  some  mustard  on  a  sandwich  for  liim.  wlilch 
recalled  that  of  the  Frenchwomitn  amonj:^  t!ie 
wounded  in  th/  freitjht  shed  at  C.il.i's  —  a  sitnile 
which  wouIlI  an.L^er  them  both. 

'I'he  I'renchwoman,  too,  had  a  Red  Cross  uniform; 
she,  too,  expressed  the  mercy  and  identic  ministration 
which  we  like  to  associate  with  woman.  P>ut  there 
was  the  dilterencc  of  the  old  culture  and  the  new;  of 
the  race  whith  was  lii^htini;  to  ha\e  and  the  race  which 
was  fi^'htinfj;  to  hold.  The  tactics  which  we  call  the 
offensive  was  in  ilir  fierman  woman's,  as  in  e\ery 
German's,  nature.  It  liad  been  in  the  Frenchwoman's 
in  Napoleon's  time.  Many  racial  hates  the  war  Ins 
ileveloped;  but  that  of  the  (ficrman  is  a  se\cnteen-inch- 
howit/cr-asphyxiatin.n-jjas  hate. 

\i  hates  help  to  win,  why  not  liate  as  hard  as  vou 


can? 


Don't  you  go  to  war  to  win?     There  is  no  use 


talkinii;  of  sporting  rules  and  sa\ing  that  this  and  that 
is  "not  done"  in  humane  circles  —  wiiil  The  der- 
mans  me.;nt  to  win.  A!ua\s  I  thought  of  them  as 
basing  the  spirit  of  the  MiJ.vile  Ages  in  their  hearts, 
organised  fur  \  ietory  [ly  cNxry  modern  method. 
1  hrec  strata  of  civilisation  were  really  fighting,  per- 
haps: The  I'rench,  with  its  inherent  individual  jvi- 
triotism  which  makes  a  I'renchman  always  a  ."reneh- 
man,  its  philosophy  which  prevents  increase  of  num- 
bers, its  thrift  and  tenacity;  the  Ci'erman,  vith  its 
newborn  patriotism,  its  liiscovery  of  uli.it  't  tliinks 
is  the  goKien  system,  its  fecundity,  its  aggressiveness, 
its  industry,  its  ambition;  and  the  Rus^'  'n.  unformed, 
groping,  vague,  glamorous,  imnieuie. 
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The  American  is  nn  outsi.icr  tn  tluiTi  all;  sonic 
^t^an|^c  nicltinj^-pot  prouiict  of  many  races  v.  Inch  is 
trving  to  turi^ct  the  prejudices  and  hates  of  the  old 
;ind  perhaps  not  succeeding;  very  well,  but  not  yet  con- 
\  meed  that  the  best  means  of  producinj;  patriotic  unity 
i>  \\:\r.  After  this  and  other  experiences,  after  being 
^i\  en  a  co'^ipartmcnt  all  to  myself  by  men  who  glanced 
at  VAC  with  eyes  of  hate  and  passed  on  to  another  com- 
partment which  u.;s  alrc;idy  crowded  or  stood  up  in 
S  the  aislt  of  the  car,  I  made  a  point  of  buying  an  Amcri- 

p  can  tlapr  for  ms  Inittonhole. 

i  'Jhis  helped:  but  still  tiierc  was  my  name,  whieli  be- 

1  longed  to  an  aneestor  \\  !io  h.ul  gone  from  J-'.ngland  to 

S  Connecticut  neaiK  three  hundred  years  ago.      Palmer 

-  did  not  belong  to  the  (Germanic  tribe,      lie  must  be 

^  pro-  the  other  side,      lie  could  ntJt  be  a  neutral  and 

§  belong  to  the  human  kind  uitii  such  a  name.     <  )!ily 

Swenson.  or  (ianse\  oDPt,  or  Ah  long  could  reallv  be 

a  neutral;  aiui  ewn  tlie\  were  expected  to  be  on  your 

-idc   secraK.      If  the\    weren't   they   nuist  be  on  the 

-;!ii.r.      .\re  \'ou   fur  us?  or.  .\i'e  v(,u  auiiii-t  u-^ .''      I 

grew  wearv  of  the  (]'iestion   i:i   (iu-m;in\.      It    I    had 

been  (or  them   1  would  lia\e  "  dug  m  '"  and  not  told 

them.      In   1  ranee   and   Ingland  they  asked   you  i>h- 

iectiNLJs  tlie  state  of  ^-entiment  in  America.      But,  pos- 

■  'M\.   ttie   ilirect.    forcible   w.ty  is  the   better    tor   war 

purposes  wh'ii   \ou   mean   to   v,in:   tor  t!ie   ( lermans 

h.n-e   made    a    stuux    of   war.       I'hey    are    exiKTts    in 

HowcwT.    this    rosy-cheeked   German   boy,    in    his 

green  unit'orm  which  could   not  be  washed  clean  of 

:i!l  the  stains  of  campaigning,  whom  !  met  in  the  palace 

'•ounds  at  Charlottenbere.  ditl  not  put  this  tiresome 

.uestion  to  me.      I  le  w.o  tlie  only  person  I  saw  in  the 
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{2;rouinis,  whose  quiet  I  had  suuiiht  iov  an  hour's  res- 
pitc  from  war.  One  ciuiKl  be  sliown  thruun;h  tiie 
palace  by  the  lonely  old  caretaker,  who  missed  ilie 
American  tourist,  \\ith.out  hearing  a  guide's  monotone 
explaining  who  the  gentleman  in  the  frame  was  and 
what  he  did  :md  who  painted  his  picture.  'Ihis  hoy 
could  have  more  inlhiencc  in  making  me  see  the  Ger- 
man  view-point  than  the  propagandist  n^cn  in  t!;c 
(iovernment  otlices  and  the  belligerent  (n  -.an-Ameri- 
cans  in  hotel  lobbies  —  those  Cierman-Aniericans  who 
were  so  freijuently  in  tremble  in  other  days  for  dis- 
obeying ii,e  vcrhotens  and  then  asking  our  State  De- 
partment to  get  them  out  of  it,  now  j>luming  tliem- 
sehes  o\  i  r  \ir',,!-i,s  ^^('^  by  another  t\pe  of  (icr- 
H'.an. 

A'.KHit  tw.nty-one  this  boy.  round-facevl  and  Muc- 
cyed,  wlio  saw  in  Quccu  l.ouisa  the  most  beautiful 
heroine  of  all  history.  The  hole  in  his  blouse  which 
the  bullet  had  made  was  nicely  sewed  up  and  his  wound 
had  JKalcd.  I  \<:  was  lighting  in  I'rance  when  he  was 
hit;  tlic  name  m  tlie  iilace  he  ditl  not  know.  Kail, 
his  chu!n.  liad  b.cn  killed.  The  doctor  IkuI  giwn  him 
tliL'  luillet.  which  he  exhiliited  proudly  as  if  it  were 
ditteicnt  Irr.m  oihir  bullets,  as  it  was  to  him.  in  a 
few  days  he  must  return  t'l  t!:e  front.  IVrhaps  the 
war  would  be  o\er  soon:  he  luiped  so. 

The  I'rench  were  brave:  but  they  liated  t!ie  Tier- 
mans  and  tlxui-ht  that  they  must  make  war  on  the 
(ierman-^.  antl  they  were  a  cruel  people,  guiltv  of  many 
atrocities.  So  the  Fatherlaml  had  fought  to  con(]uer 
the  enemies  who  planned  her  destruction.  A  peculiar, 
childlike  tiah-fli-  accompanied  his  intelligence,  trained 
to  run  in  certain  grooves,  which  is  the  product  in  the 
(German  tvpc  of  popular  education:  that  trust  in  his 
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?u|icriors  which  comes  I'roin  a  diligent  and  ctrKicnt 
[MtviiKilibin.  Ik  knew  nothing  ot  the  atrocities 
which  (uTin.ins  were  said  to  have  committed  in  Bel- 
gium. 1  he  l!rit;-h  and  the  I'rcnch  had  set  Hcli^iiim 
ai,Minsr  (.icrnianv  and  (icrmans  liad  to  strike  Iicl_i;iuni 
fur  phuint;  false  to  her  treaties.  But  he  did  think 
that  the  Irench  were  brave;  only  misled  by  their  Gov- 
ernment. Aiul  the  Kaiser?  I  lis  eyes  lighted  in  a 
w  IV  tliat  suggested  that  the  K.iiser  was  almost  a  god 
to  him.  lie  liad  heard  of  the  things  that  the  British 
said  against  the  Kaiser  and  they  made  him  want  to 
fight  for  \\'.,  Kair.er.  lie  was  only  one  German  — 
bur  the  one  was  millions. 

In  actual  learning  which  ccmiics  from  schoolbooks. 
I  tliink  tliat  he  was  better  informed  than  the  average 
Irenchmin  of  his  ilass;  hjt  1  .s!iould  say  that  he  had 
thought  les^;  that  his  mind  was  more  of  a  hothouse 
product  of  a  skilful  nurseryman's  hand,  who  knew  the 
\akie  of  training  and  feeding  and  pruning  the  plant 
if  \ou  w^re  to  make  it  vield  w.:!.  A  kindly,  willing, 
likable  boy,  peculiarly  simple  and  unspoiled,  it  sceined 
a  pity  that  all  his  life  he  siiould  have  to  bear  the  brand 
of  the  La^ilauhi  on  his  brow;  that  event  which  history 
c.'.nnot  Net  put  in  iis  true  perspective.  Utr.er  racc^ 
will  tliink  l.u.^ii.miii  when  they  meet  a  German  h)ng 
after  the  Belgian  atrocities  are  forgotten.  It^  will 
endure  to  plague  :i  people  like  the  exile  ol  tiie 
Acadians.  the  guillotining  of  innocents  in  the  1-rench 
l\evolutit)n.  and  Tne  burning  of  the  Salem  witches. 
But  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  A  German  admiral 
gave  an  order  as  a  matter  of  policy  to  make  an  im- 
pression that  his  submarine  campaign  was  succeeding 
and  to  interfere  witli  the  transport  of  munitions,  ami 
the  Kaiser  told  this  boy  that  it  was  right.     One  liked 
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this  boy.  his  ln\ahy  aiul  his  courage;  likc.i  him  as  a 
hurn.in  h'j'.n^.  Hut  one  wished  that  he  iniuht  think 
mill.-.  I'crhapi,  he  will  one  of  these  da\s,  il'  he  sur- 
\  i\  c?>  the  w  ar. 
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prlvoiipr^'  "show"  cirnp  —  Filthy  conditions  —  Scnntv  far"  — 
Racial  (  haracierislics — "  rphoUiini;  Britain's  diRiiiiy" — KiKsian 
princes  in  di*i;ui>c — A  blind  arti>t  —  A  physical  insult  —  Dcailly 
tnonoiony  of  prisoi  life — Prilling  —  llambiirp  a  dead  city —  \ 
hale  of  the  pocket  -  '''lie  "  system  "  at  a  Berlin  hospital  —  EtTi'i  ts 
of  the  war  in  Berli..  — At  the  Opera  —  A  plethora  of  Iron 
Crosses — Immanence  of  the  Kaiser — Imperial  propaganda  — 
The  Crown  Prince  marooncil  ^(ilory  to  the  Kaiser  aini  von 
Hia.ltr.hurj; —  Prciident  of  the  Ccrina.i  Corporation  —  Ahva>» 
the   oflcnsive — "America   too   far    a.vjv'   ' 


nvi.v  .1  uccU  before  I  In-]  ■^coji  ihc  wrunilcd  Ticr- 
rn.ins  in  the  h-citi;ht  shed  at  Calais  aiui  :i!l  the  prison- 
eis  that  I  ha.l  seen  elsewhere,  whether  in  ones  or  twos, 
liroiii^hr  in  fresh  frnni  tlie  front  or  in  colu:;i;is  uniier 
escort,  had  hern  ricrmniis.  'I  he  sharpest  contrast  of 
nil  in  war  v/hiih  the  n^'iitral  may  observe  is  seeing;  the 
men  ot  (me  arms'  uli;i.ii,  trmn  tlie  other  side,  he 
watched  march  into  battle  —  armed,  conlulent.  tlis- 
tii^lined  parts  ni  nn  organisation,  ready  to  sweep  all 
before  them  in  a  iharge  —  become  so  many  slieep,  dis- 
arir.ed,  d;sor!j;anised.  rouiukd  up  like  \  a^'r;ints  m  a 
breaddine  and  surrounded  hv  a  fold  of  barbed  wire 
and  sentries.  Siuh  was  the  lot  ot  the  rime  thousand 
British.  French,  anvi  Russians  whom  I  saw  at  Dtiberitz, 
near  I'erlin.  'Idiis  was  a  show  camp,  I  was  told,  but 
it  sullices.  Conditions  at  others  niij^ht  be  worse; 
doubtless  were.  I-'.ngland  treated  its  prisoners  best, 
unless  my  informatiftn  from  unprejudiced  obser\-ers 
ii  wriir.Lj.      But  fierm;my  had  enormous  numbers  ^f 
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I  r:M'ncrs.  A  nation  in  her  frame  of  minJ  thought 
only  of  the  care  of  the  men  wlio  could  li<rht  for  her. 
not  of  those  who  hail  iow^rht  against  her. 

1  hen,  the  German  nature  is  one  thint;  an  J  the 
IJritisIi  anf)ther.  Crossing  the  Athuitic  on  the  //(-;- 
hniui  we  had  a  German  reserve  officer  who  was  ah-eady 
on  board  when  the  evening  editions  arrived  at  the  pier 
witli  news  that  Ilnghmd  had  dcchired  war  on  ( u  r- 
iiiany.  Naturally,  he  must  become  a  prisoner  upon 
his  arrival  at  Liverpool.  He  was  a  steatjf.ist  (u-r- 
m-in.  When  a  wireless  report  of  the  German  repulse 
;:t  l.iege  came,  he  would  not  believe  it.  Germany  had 
the  system  and  Germany  wouKl  win.  IJut  when  he 
said,  "  I  should  rather  he  a  German  on  bourd  a  British 
shi[>  than  a  Briton  on  board  a  (iernum  siiip.  under  the 
circumstances,"  his  remark  w.is  significant  in  more 
wa\s  than  one. 

His  English  fe!li)w-i..^•,^en-L■r:,  on  thit  splendid 
liner  which  a  German  submarine  was  to  send  to  the 
bottom  showed  him  no  discourtesy.  They  passed  the 
time  of  day  with  him  and  see?iied  to  want  to  make  his 
awkward  situation  easy.  Vet  it  was  apparent  that  he 
regartied  their  kindliness  as  a  racial  weakness.  /\/,v,/ 
isl  Kr'icij.     When  Germany  made  war  she  made  war. 

So  allowances  are  in  order.  One  prison  camp  was 
like  another  in  this  sense,  that  it  deprived  a  man  of  his 
liberty.  It  put  him  in  jail.  Ihe  British  regular,  who 
is  a  soldier  by  profession,  was,  in  ::  way.  in  a  separate 
class.  But  the  others  were  men  of  civil  industries  antl 
settled  homes.  l''\cept  during  their  term  in  the  arnn, 
they  went  to  the  shop  or  the  otHce  e\  ery  dav.  or  tilled 
their  farms.  They  were  free;  they  had  their  work  t) 
occupy  their  minds  during  the  day  and  freedom  of 
movement    when    they    came    home    in    tiie    evening. 
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I  hoy  might   rc:Kl  the   news  by  their  lircsidcs;  they 
'.cw  norma!  hunian  beings  inci\iliscd  surroumiitiss. 

1  Icrc.   thcv  uere  pacing  animals  in  a  catjc,  com- 

"nn.Lii  b\   f\'. ()  li.!  1  guns,  who  might  walk  up  and 

.1  )\vn  and  play  games  and  go  throu-^h  the  dailv  drill 

nJer  their  own  non-commissioned  officers.      It  waj 

■'\c  mental  stagnation  of  the  thinu'  thnt  ui-;  appalling. 

I  hink  of  such  a  lot  for  a  man  use>i  :  on  in  civil 

lite  —  and  they  call  war  action!     '1  hink  of  a  writer, 

a  business  man,  a  lawyer,  a  doctor,  a  teacher,  reduced 

to  this  fenced-in  existence,  \\hen  he  had  been  the  kind 

who  got  impatient  if  he  had  to  wait  for  a  train  that 

is  l.itil     ^h  It  yourself  up  in  your  own  backyard 

■.ah  a  man  with  a  riHe  watching  vou  for  twentv-four 

hours  and  sec  whether,   if  you   have  the  brain  of  a 

lOuse,  prison-cain'i  lite  can  be  made  comfortable,  no 

•latter  how  many  greasy  packs  of  cards  you   ha\e. 

\nA  lousy,  besiilesi      At  times  one  had  to  laugh  over 

iiat  Mark  'i'wain  called  "  the  ilamfool  human  race  I  " 

i:  side  a  cookhouse  at  one  end  of  the  enclosure  was 

row  of  soup  builers.     Outsit.le  were  a  series  of  rail- 

i;.cs,  forming  stall,-,  for  the  prisoners  when  they  lined 

i.p   for  meals.      In  the  morning,  some  oatmeal  and 

i;;ee;    at    noon,    some    cabbage    soup    boiled    with 

'.-.iccated  meal  and  some  bread;  at  night,  more  coHee 

::'Ad  bread.      I  low  one  thri\  cd  on  this  fare  depended 

much  upon  hmv  he  liked  cabbage  <'n\\\     'f"!>'  Riissians 

';    I  it.       i'liey  were  used  to  it. 

'■  \\e  neNcr  keon  the  wiiti'r  late  by  t.irrving  o\-er 
.;r  !i(|ueurs,"  said  a  I-rcnciiman. 

Our  reservist  guide  had   run  away  to  Aineiica   in 

-.ith,  where  lie  hid  worked  at  anything  he  could  tind 

-'  d'l:  bwt  lie  h.;d  returned  to  Berlin,  where  he  had  a 

"  good  little  biisiness  ""  before  t!ie  v.,i'-.      1  Ic  was  stout 
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and  >.hccry,  and  lie  rt-Jcrrcd  to  tlic  i>ii>t)ncr!>  as  "  bo\s." 
I  he  I nnch  :\nd  Ivussians  were  yood  bo\s;  but  the 
IlriKlish  were  bad  hu«,A.  wfio  had  no  discipline,  lie 
said  that  .ill  ie^i.i\ed  the  same  food  as  (icrman  sol- 
diers. It  seemed  almost  ridiculous  chivalry  th.it  men 
vyho  had  t'uu^^ht  against  >ou  and  were  living  inactive 
lives  should  be  as  well  fed  as  the  men  who  were  fi^^ht- 
in.Lf  fnr  you.  '1  he  rations  that  I  saw  given  to  (Jcr- 
in.Tn  sokliei-s  were  better.  Cut  tliat  \\a>  u  li.it  the 
guide  said. 

1  his  is  our  little  sitting-room  for  the  I'.nglibh  imn- 
cn-niiilvsioMcd  otHcers,"  he  explained,  as  he  opened  the 
door  of  a  small  shanty  which  hail  a  pane  of  glass  for  a 
window.  Some  men  sitting  around  a  small  st()\e 
arose.  One,  a  big  sergeant-major,  towered  over  the 
others;  he  had  the  colours  of  the  South  African  cam- 
paign on  the  breast  of  his  worn  khaki  blouse  and  sUu,A 
very  straight,  as  if  on  parade.  By  the  window  was  a 
Scot  in  kilts,  who  was  equally  tall.  1  le  looked  around 
over  his  shutilder  and  then  turned  his  face  awav  with 
the  pride  of  a  man  who  does  not  care  to  be  regarded 
as  a  show.  His  uniform  was  as  neat  as  if  he  were  at 
inspection;  and  the  way  he  held  his  head,  the  haughti- 
ness of  his  profile  against  the  streain  of  light,  recalled 
the  uiKo:ii|uerable  spirit  ot  the  I'rus^ian  prisoner 
whom  I  had  seen  on  the  road  di:ring  the  lighting  along 
the  A'-^ne.  r)nlv  a  regular,  but  he  was  upholding  the 
dignity  el  ilritain  in  that  prison  camp  better  than 
many  a  member  of  Parliament  on  the  floor  of  tiie 
I  louse  of  Commons.      I  asked  our  guide  about  him. 

'■  A  good  boy.  that  I  All  his  boys  obey  him,  and  he 
obeys  all  the  regulations.  But  he  acts  as  if  wc  (Icr- 
mans  were  his  prisoners." 

'1  he  British  might  not  be  good  bo\s,  but  thev  would 
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be  clean.  I  Iil\  wcic  ilili^cnt  in  the  chase  in  their 
underJothv,;  their  tents  were  Tree  of  oiIdut  :  anJ  there 
was  soniethiiiK  resoUite  about  a  Tuinrny  who  was  baro 
f  '  the'  waist  ill  that  freezing  wind,  niakin;^  an  effort  at 
a  bath.  I  heard  t.ihs  oi  M,-.  Atkins'  characteristic 
tlhiuuhtlcssncss.  While  tlie  1  reiuh  took  gooj  care 
•  f  their  ch.thes  aiul  kept  their  tents  neat,  he  was  hkely 
to  sell  his  coat  or  his  blanket  if  he  got  a  chance  in 
order  to  buy  something-;  that  he  liked  to  oat.  (  hie 
I  omni\  wlio  sat  on  his  strav  tick  inside  the  tent  was 
knitting.  W'Uvn  I  asked  him  where  he  had  learned 
to  knit,  he  rcMlJc  !:  "  India!"  and  gave  me  a  look 
as  much  as  to  s.iy.  "  \ow  pass  on  to  the  next  cage." 

i  he  Piritish  lookul  the  most  pallid  of  all.  I  thought. 
I  !ie\  Here  not  uscil  to  calibage  soup,  'fheir  stomachs 
ilid  not  take  hold  of  it.  as  one  said:  and  thev  loathcil 
tile  black  bread.  \m  u  hite  bread  and  no  jam  !  ( )n!v 
whenvcui  ha\e  s--  'n  .Mr.  .\tkins  with  a  pot  of  jam  and 
a  joat  of  whir  ad  ;!nd  some  bacon  fri^/ling  near 

)y  can  \oii  rcai  ■  ilic  liarddiip  which  cabtiagc  soup 
meatit  to  th.it  British  remdar  u  lio  ^ets  la\:s|i  rations 
ot  tlie  kind  he  likes  along  wit'i  h!>  shilling  a  d.iv  for 
prt)tc  ssional  soldiering. 

'■  ^  ou  see.  the  bovs  go  about  as  thev  please. 
I  hey  ilon'r   h,i\e   .i   bad   time. 
meals  ;>  day  and  nothing  to  do." 

-Members  of  a  laughing  circle  which  incKnied 
Hririsii  were  t.iking  turns  at  a  kind  of  Russian 
man">  butt,  wliiJi  seerned  to  me  ai-.out  in  keeping  with 
tik  mental  capacity  of  a  [Mis  'ii  camp. 

'■  No  i'renchl  "  I  remarked. 

I  he  !■  rench  keep  to  themselves,  but  thev  are  g.jod 
boys,"  he  replied.  "  .\Ia\be  it  is  because  wc  have  only 
a  leu  ot  them  here." 
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1. ■....»  tiiiiv.  one  snuiulcvl  the  .subject  lu  \'..i'^  •.ii.uk 
by  the  attitude  of  the  (ierrnans  towanl  the  '.Veiuh, 
not  alone  explained  by  the  policy  of  the  h'a  r  wliich 
hoped  for  a  separate  peace  with  1" ranee.  Perhaps  it 
was  best  traceable  to  the  IVenchnian's  sense  of  atnntir 
proprt',  his  philosophy,  his  politeness,  or  an  indetm- 
able  t|uality  in  the  ^^rain  <>i  the  man. 

The  dermans  affected  to  look  down  on  tlie  I  rencb; 
yet  there  was  soniethin;;;  ab(jut  the  I  renchnian  whicli 
the  (jertnans  had  to  respect  —  soniethinir  not  won  by 
war.  1  heard  admiration  for  thetn  at  the  same  time 
as  contempt  for  their  red  trousers  and  their  unpre- 
pare^'ness.  While  we  are  in  this  a\eiuie,  Ciern;an 
otiic.rs  had  respect  for  the  dij^nity  of  iJritish  otlicers, 
the  leisurely,  easy  quality  of  superiority  which  they 
preserved  in  any  circumstances.  i  he  qualities  of  a 
race  come  out  in  ad\ersity  no  le-s  ihin  in  prosperity. 
'J'luis,  their  captors  reirardcd  the  ivLissi.uis  as  l>ii,f. 
good-natured  children. 

^  c-i.  they  play  games  and  we  give  the  binglish  an 
I'lij^iisli  newsi^aper  to  read  twice  a  week,"  said  our 
allable  guide,  unconscious,  1  ti'ink,  of  anv  ironv  in  the 
remark.  For  the  paper  was  the  Cuniiiu ma!  .W'lis, 
published  in  "  the  American  language  "  for  Aiiieiican 
visitors.  Vou  may  take  it  f<jr  granted  th.it  it  did  not 
exaL'gerate  any  success  of  tiie  AHies. 

"  We  have  a  prince  and  the  son  of  .1  r\h  man 
among  the  Russian  prisoners  —  yes,  (]uite  in  the  i  our 
Hundred,"  the  guide  went  on.  "  lliey  were  sucii 
good  bo\s  we  put  them  to  work  in  the  c<H)khouse. 
Star  boarders,  eh?  IIkv  like  it.  Ihey  get  more  to 
eat." 

1  hese  two  men  were  called  out  for  exhibition. 
^  oiiiigsters  oj  the  tirst  Ktie  the\  were  .irid  i.\en  in  their 
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(if  In  Inimui;;  t<j  the  Kti^^shn  rp-xr  cl:!>>.  Kach  sahtL.l 
and  made  his  be  ,.n  to  do  a  turn 

bcf(»rc  the  footi;  I  nut  the  Hrst  time  they 

had  been  paraded  l'(.in;c  Mi.utrs.  In  the  prince's  eve 
I  noted  a  twinkle,  whiih  :is  rr.irh  i ,  siij  "Will. 
why  not?     \\  >    '     ';  ■ 

W  hen  we  were  tal<en  through  the  cookhouse  I  asked 
ahuut  a  little  I'rcnchman.  who  was  sitting  with  his  nose 
in  a  soup  bowl.  He  ^.emud  too  near-bi^htet!  ever  to 
get  into  any  arm\.  I  !;>  !.;■ .  was  distinctly  that  of  a 
man  of  culture;  one  would  have  guessed  that  he  was 
an  artist. 

"  Shrapnel  burst,"  explained  tlie  gui.i..  '  1  ie  \m11 
never  be  able  to  see  much  ayain.  We  let  Iiim  come  in 
here  to  eat." 

I  wanted  to  talk  with  him.  but  these  exhibitions 
are  supposeil  to  be  all  in  pantomime;  a  <|uestion  and 
you  are  urged  along  to  the  next  exhibit.  I  le  was 
young  and  all  his  life  he  w.!>  to  be  like  that  --  like 
some  poor,  blind  kitten! 

I  he  last  among  a  number  of  luia.i.uis  i\tLiirnii;4  to 
the  enclosure  frum  some  fatigue  duty  was  given  a  bluw 
in  the  seat  of  his  baggy  trousers  with  a  stick  which 
one  of  the  guards  carried.  The  Russian  ijuitkened 
bis  steps  and  seemed  to  think  nothing  of  the  inciiient. 
Hut  to  mc  it  was  the  worst  thing  that  1  saw  at  Doberit/., 
this  net  of  physical  violence  against  a  man  by  one 
who  has  power  over  him.  The  personal  equatiim  was 
inevitable  to  the  observer.  Struck  in  that  way.  could 
one  fail  to  strike  back?  Would  not  he  strike  in  red 
anger,  without  stopping  to  think  of  consequences? 
I  here  is  something  bred  into  the  Anglo-Saxon  nature 
which  resents  a  physical  blow.      We  cuurtni.irti.il  ;!n 
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olnccr  for  laying  hnmis  on  a  priwiti.',  though  that 
private  may  get  ten  \Lars  in  ['ri.Mjn  on  his  tri.il.  Vet 
the  Russian  thought  nothing  ol'  it.  or  t[)e  giiarJ,  eitiier. 
An  otfiLcr  in  tlie  (iennan  or  t!ie   Riissian  ann\    mav 


striKc  a  man. 


••  \V 


,1 


the  guaril  hit  a  I  renclinian  in  tiiat  ua\  ? 


I  asked.  Our  guide  said  not;  the  I  ri.ni!i  were  good 
boys.  Or  an  lingHshman  ?  1  le  had  not  seen  it  d.aie. 
i'hc  luiglishman  would  swear  and  eurse,  he  was  sure, 
and  niiglit  light,  they  were  ;,.iLh  undlseipllned  ho\s. 
Hut  the  Russians—"  they  are  like  kills.  It  was  only 
a  slap.      Didn't  hurt  hi:n  any." 

New  barracks  for  the  prisoners  were  being  built 
which  woukl  be  co:nfortable  if  crowded,  even  in  win- 
ter. '1  he  worst  thing,  I  repeat,  was  the  d.adly  mo- 
notony of  the  confin.Ment  for  a  period  which  would 
end  only  wlien  the  war  ended.  Any  labour  should  be 
welcome  to  a  healthy-miniLd  man.  It  was  a  iiierev 
that  the  (jermans  set  prisoners  to  grading  roads,  to 
hoeing  and  luir\esting,  retrie\ing  thus  a  little  ot'  tlie 
wastage  of  war.  Or  was  it  only  the  bland  insistence 
that  conditions  were  luxurious  that  one  objected  to? 
—  not  that  they  were  reallv  bad.  Ihe  (.eriuans  had 
a  horde  of  prisoners  to  care  fo":  \ast  armicc,  to  ni.:in- 
tain;  and  a  new  volunteer  force  of  a  million  or  moie  — 
two  millions  was  the  olficial  report  —  to  tr.iin. 

W  hile  we  were  at  tlie  prison  camp  ue  heard  at 
intervals  the  rap-rap  of  a  machine  gun  at  the  practice 
range  near  by,  drilling  to  take  more  prisoners,  and  on 
the  way  back  to  Berlin  we  passed  on  the  road  compa- 
nies of  volunteers  returning  from  drill  u  it!i  that  sti.ird> 
march  characteristic  of  German  infantry. 

Ill  Berlin  we  were  ttjld  agaiii  that  everything  ua^ 
perlectly  normul.      Irains  were   running  as  usual  to 
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Ilar-nlnir!^.  if  w  c  carcj  to  go  tli^rc.  ""  As  Limal  "  !n 
'II-  ti:iK'  wus  the  ratio  ot  one  to  \\\c  in  peace  tiiDc. 
\t  I  laii'.hurij;,  i;i  ^i.^dt  ol'  steamers  with  coki  boilers 
and  the  forest  ot  masts  of  idle  ships,  one  learned 
.'hit  s^a  ;v)utr  meant.  I  !iat  city  of  eager  shippers 
and  traders,  that  doorstep  of  Ciennany,  was  as  dead 
ris  ^  pres,  without  a  building  being  wrecketl  In  shells. 
I  i.imbur^crs  tricvl  to  make  the  best  of  it:  they  assumed 
an  ;iir  ol  optimism;  th.ev  stil!  had  faith  t!iat  richer 
cargoes  than  ever  might  C'r.e  over  the  sea,  wiiiic  a 
ghost,  that  ot  liankruptcv.  walkeil  the  streets,  looking 
at  office  WinJiiU';  ;'.nd  tlic  porthnles  of  the  ships. 

I'or  one  had  <in!\  t-i  scratch  the  cuticle  of  that 
optimism  to  !ind  that  the  corpuscles  d.ikl  n(jt  run  red. 
'I  hey  were  blue.  I  Iaii:l)urg's  citizens  had  t.i  exhibit 
the  lortitude  of  those  oi  Kheims  under  another  kind 
ot  boMiliardir.ent :  t'lat  of  the  sil-'Ut  guns  of  British 
dreadnoughts  far  out  oi  rant'e.  Ihey  were  good 
(jermans;  they  meant  to  }day  the  game;  but  that  once 
prosperous  business  man  of  past  middle  age,  too  oKl 
tu  sei-\e.  wild  had  little  to  do  but  tliink.  found  it  hard 
ti  keep  step  with  tlie  propagandist  attitude  of  Berlin. 
A  tree  cit\-,  a  corr.mc;-cial  city,  a  city  untc  itself, 
Hambirg  had  been  in  othicr  days  a  cosmopolitan 
■•■a  le;-  with  tiie  re>t  <>(  the  world.  It  luid  even  been 
c.dled  an  !!nglish  city,  owing  to  the  number  of  I''ng- 
l:sh  business  men  there  as  agents  of  the  imme",se  com- 
nerce  bet\\een  1  ngland  and  Germany,  l.very  one 
ho  was  a  clerk  or  an  employer  spoke  English;  and 
tlirough  all  the  irritation  between  the  two  countries 
wl)ich  led  up  to  the  war,  English  and  (Jerman  business 
men  kept  on  the  good  terms  which  traffic  requi*-es  and 
,cl  at  luiiLhcons  and  dinners  and  in  their  clubs.  Eng- 
lishmen Were  married  to  German  women  and  Germans 
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to  l.n;,r]ish\vomcn,  wLilc  Imrli  i,.-.,',  .-,1  tint   jli,  j,-  rrov- 
ernmcnts  wmilJ  keep  the  [x 

N'ow  the  Jlnslish  husband  or  the  German  woman, 
thoucrh  lie  hail  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Hamburjr, 
though  perhaps  he  had  been  born  in  Gerjnany,  had 
been  interned  and,  however  larfrc  his  bank  account, 
was  takln^r  his  place  with  his  pannikin  in  the  stalls  in 
front  of  some  cookhouse  for  his  ration  of  cabbage 
soup.  Germans  were  kind  to  Iingllsh  friends  person- 
ally; but  when  it  came  to  the  national  feelinjr  of  Ger- 
many ajrainst  I'.nglan-.l,  nowhere  was  it  so  bitter  as  in 
Hamburg'.  Here  the  hate  was  lorn  of  niore  than 
national  sentiment;  it  was  of  the  pocket;  of  secinjr  for- 
tunes that  had  been  laboriously  b-  .t  dwindling,  once 
thriving  businesses  in  suspended  animation.  "^There 
was  no  moratorium  In  name;  there  was  worse  than  one 
in  tact.  A  patriotic  freemasonry  in  misfortune  took 
its  place.  No  business  man  could  press  another  for 
the  [laymcnt  of  debts  lest  he  be  pressed  in  turn.  What 
would  happen  when  the  war  was  over"  !  low  long 
would  it  last? 

It  nas  not  quite  as  cruel  to  give  one's  opinion  as 
two  years  to  the  in(]uirer'>  in  Hamburg  as  to  the  direc- 
tor of  the  great  Rudolph  \"irchow  Hospital  in  Mer- 
lin. Here,  again,  the  system;  the  submergence  of  the 
individual  in  the  organisation,  'i'he  wounded  men 
seemed  parts  of  a  machine;  the  human  touch  which 
may  lead  to  disorganisation  less  in  evidence  than  at 
home,  where  the  thought  is:  This  is  an  individual 
human  being,  with  his  own  peculiarities  of  tempera- 
ment, his  own  theories  of  life,  his  own  ego;  not  just 
a  quantity  of  brain,  tissue,  blood,  and  bone  which  is 
re(]uired  for  the  organism  called  man.  A  human 
mechanism  wounded  at  the  German  front  nccdnl  re- 
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pairs  and  the  repairs  were  made  to  tl'.at  mechanism. 
The  niceties  mi<;ht  be  hxckin;;.  hut  tlie  repair  factory 
ran  steadily  and  efficiently  at  full  blast,  (ierrnanv  had 
to  care  for  her  \V(  unded  by  the  millions  and  by  the 
millions  she  car    1  for  them. 

"  Two  years  I  " 

I  was  sorry  thai  I  had  s.iid  this  to  the  director,  for 
its  effect  on  him  was  like  a  blow  in  the  chest.  I  he 
vision  of  more  and  more  wounded  seemed  to  rise  be- 
fore the  eyes  of  this  kindly  man  weary  with  the  strain 
of  doinu;  the  work  which  he  knew  so  well  how  to  do  ns 
a  cof;  in  the  system.  Hut  for  only  a  moment.  1  L- 
stiftcned;  he  became  the  drillmaster  again;  and  the 
traj^ic  look  in  his  eyes  was  succeeded  by  one  of  that 
strange  exaltation  I  had  seen  in  the  eyes  of  so  many 
(iermans,  which  appeared  to  carry  their  mind  a\'.ay 
from  you  and  their  surroundings  to  the  b.'.ttlehcKl 
where  they  were  fightitig  for  their  '"  place  in  the  sun." 

"  ("wo  years,  then.     We  sh.ill  see  :t  through  I  " 

1  le  h:'d  a  son  who  had  been  living  in  a  I'retich  l.un- 
ily  near  I  ille  studying  French  and  he  had  heard  notli- 
ing  of  him  since  the  war  began.  Iluy  were  g(jod 
people,  this  Trencli  family;  his  son  likeu  them.  'I'hcy 
would  be  kind  to  him:  but  what  might  not  the  French 
(lovernment  do  to  him.  a  German!  IK'  liad  heard 
terrible  stories  —  the  kind  of  stories  that  hardened  the 
fighting  spirit  of  German  sokliers  —  about  the  tr.it- 
ment  German  civilians  had  received  in  1  ranee,  lie 
could  think  of  one  I'reneh  family  which  he  knew  as 
being  kind,  but  imr  of  the  whole  French  people  as  a 
fa;nily.  As  soon  as  the  national  and  racial  element 
Vvcre  considered  the  enemy  became  a  beast. 

'J"o  him,  at  least,  Berlin  was  not  normal;  nor  was 
it  to  that  keeper  of  a  small  shop  oH  Lnter  d^n  Linden 
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uhich  s,,Kl  prints  and  ftcliinp;s  anJ  cartoons.  What 
a  boon  my  order  of  cartoons  \v;;s  to  him  I  !  Ic  forgot 
l)is  psvcholopy  code  and  turnciJ  huniaii  and  confidcn- 
tiaL  The  war  had  been  h.'.rd  (,n  iiim;  tlicrc  was  no 
business  at  all,  not  even  iii  carKmiis. 

I  he  Opera  alone  seemed  sometliinLc  lil<e  nor!;ia!  to 
one  who  trusted  his  eyes  rather  than  his  ears  l^r  ir.- 
formation.  There  was  a!;iir)st  a  fu!!  Iiouse  for  t!ic 
"  Rosenknvalier":  for  nuisic  is  a  solace  in  time  of 
trouble,  as  other  capitals  than  Herlin  revealed.  Orii- 
ccrs  with  close-cropped  heads  wearin-  Iron  Crosses, 
some  with  arms  in  slinks,  prom.aiadin.i;  in  the  refresh- 
ment room  of  the  Berlin  Opera  Iiouse  bLtwcen  the 
acts  —  this  in  the  hour  of  victorv  should  mean  a  pic- 
ture of  gaiety.  But  there  was  a  tellinjr  hush  about  the 
scene.  Possibly  mu  '  id  brouuht  out  th.e  trutli  in 
n-.en's  he.irts  that  w:,  .  ..lis  kind  of  war.  was  not  ■^ay 
or  romantic,  only  murderous  and  destructive.  One 
had  noticed  already  that  the  Prussian  otHcer,  so  con- 
scious of  his  caste,  who  IkmI  work,,!  so  indefatigably 
to  make  an  efficient  army,  had  become  chastened.  1  Ic 
had  fouml  that  common  men,  butchers  and  bakers  and 
candlestick  makers,  could  be  as  bra\e  for  thu'r  Kaiser 
as  he.  An.i  more  of  these  oflicers  liad  ihc  Iron  Cross 
than  not. 

I  he  plenitude  of  Iron  Crosses  apjiealed  to  the  risi- 
bilities of  the  superficial  observer.  But  in  this,  too, 
there  was  system.  .\n  u\]\^cr  wlio  had  hueu  in  several 
battles  without  winning  one  must  feel  a  trille  declassed 
and  that  it  was  time  for  him  to  make  amends  to  his 
pnde.  If  many  were  ijiven  to  privates  then  the  a\  er- 
age  soldier  would  not  think  die  Cross  a  prize  tor  the 
few  who  had  luck,  but  something  tliat  lie,  too,  mi^lit 
win  bv  .Murage  and  prompt  obedience  to  orders. 
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the   splendid   pretence 


and  ma^nitjccnt  ottcncc,  tould  not  hide  the  suspense 
and  sutk'-ini;.  Nowhere  were  _\i)U  ahle  to  Ikv  ■  t  tin- 
war  or  to  escape  the  all-per\ading  inlliK  .  .- 
k.iiser.  The  empty  ro\aI  box  :'.t  the  opera,  his  opera, 
calL\l  hitn  to  mind.  What  would  happen  before  he 
reappeared  there  Tor  a  ^ala  performance?  When 
a;;ain  in  the  shutlle  of  I'.uropean  politics  would  the 
audience  see  the  C/ar  of  Kii:,sia  or  tlic  Kinj;  of  I'.n^- 
l.md  liy  hi^  side  .•' 

It  was  his  I'erlin,  the  heart  of  his  Berlin,  that  \\ ..  ■. 
I'efore  \ou  uheii  \ou  left  the  opera  —  the  new  lier- 
lin.  takini^  feu  pa^e^  of  a  ^uicie  book  compared  to 
Paris.  whiJi  he  luul  fathered  in  its  boom  growth.  In 
front  of  h\^  palace  Russian  held  fjuns  taken  by  von 
Ilinilenhur^  at  lannenherix  were  exhibited  as  the 
spoi!>  of  h\  war;  uhile  the  Ne\er-to-be-Fort;otten 
( ir::ndfather  in  Iron/e  rode  home  in  triunij'h  trorn 
Taris  not  far  a  v.  .'.y. 

One  wondered  what  all  the  pcTple  in  t!ie  ocean  of 
Herlin  flats  were  thiiikini^  as  one  ualkeil  i\!>t  the 
statue  of  I'rederick  the  (ireat,  with  his  sharp  nose 
pointiny  the  uav  for  tutufe  con(]uerors.  and  on  along 
Inter  df:n  Linden,  with  its  hroatl  pa\ements  i^leamir.Lj 
in  a  characteristic.  m;>t\  winter  nij^ht.  through  the 
Ui.indenbui-'^  date  of  his  Brandenburg  dynasty,  or  to 
the  statue  of  t!ie  blood-antl-iron  Bismarck,  with  his 
strong  jaw  and  pugnacious  nose  —  the  statesman  mili- 
tant in  uniform  with  a  helmet  over  his  bushy  brow  — 
who  had  r,i.u\i:  the  German  l!mpire,  that  young  empire 
wb.ich  had  not  yet  known  defeat  because  of  the  sys- 
tem which  makes  readv  :u}A  chooses  the  hour  for  its 
blow. 

Not  far  away  one  had  glimpses  ot  the  uhite  statues 
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ot'  My  Ancestors  of  the  Sicjjcs  AIlvc,  .r  ;i\(nuc  of 
victory, —  the  present  Kaiser's  own  idea, —  with  the 
f,'reat  men  of  the  time  on  their  ri^ht  and  left  hands. 
IVople  whose  sense  of  taste,  not  to  say  of  humour, 
may  limit  their  statecraft  had  smiled  at  this  monoto- 
nous  and  Rrnndiose  row  of  ail  the  deati  hones  of  dis- 
tinijuished  and  mediocre  royalty  immortalised  in  mar- 
hie  to  the  exact  nurnher  of  thirty-two.  Hut  they  were 
My  Ancestors,  O  Cicrmans,  who  made  you  what  you 
are!  Ki^ht  dress  and  keep  that  line  of  royalty'  in 
mind!  It  is  your  royal  line,  older  than  the  trees  in 
the  }j;arden,  firm  as  the  rocks.  Germany  itself.  The 
last  is  not  the  least  in  mii^'ht  nor  the  least  advertised 
m  the  a^e  of  puhlicity.  I  le  is  to  make  the  next  step 
in  aiivance  for  (icrmany  and  hring  more  trihute  home, 
il  111!  (jermans  will  he  loyal  to  him. 

( )nc  paused  to  look  at  the  photo-rajWi  of  the  Kaiser 
in  a  shop  window;  a  hiir  plu)to{Traph  of  that  man  whose 
photograph  is  everywhere  in  Ciermanv.  It  is  a  stern 
face,  this  face,  as  the  leader  wishes  his  people  to  see 
him.  with  its  erectile  moustache,  the  lips  firm  set.  the 
eyes  challengino;  and  the  chin  held  so  as  to  make  it 
symholic  of  strength:  a  face  that  strives  to  say  in  that 
pose:  '^  Onward  !  I  lead!  "  Clermans  have  seen  it 
every  ilay  for  a  (uiarter  of  a  century.  They  have 
lived  with  it  and  the  character  of  it  his  </.-,,,-'„  ;,,/,, 
their  natures. 

In  the  same  window  was  a  smaller  jihotograph  of  the 
Crown  J'rince,  with  his  cap  rakishly  on  tlie  side  of  his 
heail.  as  if  to  <ri\e  himself  a  distincti\e  characteristic 
in  the  German  eye;  hut  his  Is  the  face  of  a  man  who 
is  not  mature  for  his  years  and  a  trifle  dissipated. 
For  a  while  aft^r  the  war  began  he,  as  leader  of  t!io 
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v.ar  party,  knew  the  jny  ol"  bcin;^  more  popular  tli.m 

I  lie  Kaibcr.      IJiit  the  tide  turned  soon  in  favour  of  a 

f  .^her,  who  appeared  to  he  lirawii  reluctantlv  into  the 

.il  of  death  and  wounds  for  his  pecjple  in  "  defence 

1  the  Fatherhind,"  and  against  a  son  who  had  clam- 
oured for  the  h.orror  which  his  people  had  he^un  to 
realise,  particularly  as  his  promised  entry  into  I'aris 
■:ad  failed.      There  can  be  no  i|uestion  which  of  the 

>'. o  has  the  wiser  lK;id. 

I  he  Crown  Prince  had  passed  into  the  background. 
I  le  was  marooned  with  ennui  in  the  face  of  the  I'rench 
■renches  in  the  West,  while  all  the  glory  was  being 
won  in  the  I'.ast.  liuKeJ.  father  had  put  son  in  his 
place.  One  day,  the  gossips  saiii,  son  tnight  have  to 
ask  lather,  in  t!ie  name  of  the  Ilohcn/ollerns,  to  help 
him  recover  his  popularity.  !  lis  photograph  had  been 
■  ken  down  from  shop  windows  and  in  its  place,  on 
■le  right  hand  of  the  Kaiser  in  the  Sieges  Allee  of  con- 
u  niporary  fame,  was  the  bull-dog  face  of  von  llinden- 
bwrg.  victor  of  Tannenbcrg.  The  Kaiser  shares!  von 
!  lindenburg's  glor\  :   lie  has  shared  the  glorv  of  all 

'ctorious  generals;  suJ)  is  his  histrionic  gift  in  the 

:e  of  the  spotlight. 
Make  no  tr.istake  —  \u>  people,  deluded  or  not,  love 

m  not  only  i)ecau';e  he  is  Kaiser  but  also  for  himself. 

i  le  is  a  clever  man.   who  began  his  career  with  th.; 

■lormous  capital  of  being  emperor  and  made  the  most 

t  his  position  to  ama/.e  the  world  with  a  more  versa- 

\   ;iiid  also  a  more  inscrutable  personality  than  most 

le    realise.      Poseur,    perhaps,    but    an    emperor 

iucse  days  may  need  to  be  a  poseur  in  order  to  wear 

the  ermine  of  Di^i'io   Riu^'it  c^nvincingb.    rv  "'{;st  of 

s  subjects. 


i 
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I  I!s  posc  is  always  that  ai  the  ainiintcil  Kinj;  of 
.M\  I'cfii'lc.  I  Ic  h;is  never  yivcn  down  (^n  that  pt-int, 
howcxcr  niuch  he  has  applied  Stntc  Socialism  to  ap- 
pease the  SfX'ialistic  a^itatin-:.  1  \c  has  personified 
(iierniaiiy  and  (jerinan  ambition  with  an  adroit  cj;oism 
and  the  sentiment  of  his  inheritance,  'ihosc  critics 
V. Ill)  see  the  machinery  of  the  throne  may  say  that  he 
has  the  mind  of  a  journalist,  quick  of  perception,  ready 
of  assimilation,  knowing  many  thinjrs  in  their  essentials 
hut  no  one  tliin;^  thoroughly.  But  this  is  the  kind  of 
mlrid  that  a  ruler  ret]uires.  plus  th^  .raft  of  the  j.oji- 
tician. 

Is  he  a  ijoiul  !!i;';i?  Is  he  a  ijrcat  man?  Banal 
()ue>tiunsl  1  k  ]■-  the  Kaiser  on  the  backj^round  of  the 
Sieves  .Mice,  '.n  ho  has  tirst  promoted  himself,  then  the 
Hohen/olLrns,  and  then  the  interests  of  (Germany 
Avitli  all  \]u:  /est  of  the  foremost  shareholder  and 
presiduit  of  the  corporation.  No  German  in  the  Ger- 
man lK)th(nise  of  iiukiitry  has  worked  harder  than  he. 
I  Ic  has  k^pt  himself  up  to  the  mark  and  tried  to  keep 
his  people  up  to  the  mark,  it  may  be  the  wroni;  kind 
ol  a  mark;  l)iit  we  are  not  discussiny  that,  anii  we  may 
be;;  lea\e  to  tUt'.er  without  th'.  -^iuj^  the  old  straw  of 
ari:;umenr. 

1  hat  young  private  1  ir.et  in  the  grounds  at  C  har- 
lottenber-j,  that  woumled  man  helping  with  the  har- 
vest, that  tired  liospita!  director,  tlie  small  trader  in 
Hamburg,  the  sturdy  l\i:d  Cross  woman  in  the  station 
at  1  I  ino\M-.  the  peasants  and  the  workers  throughout 
Cjermany,  kepi  uniriiaginatively  at  their  tasks,  do  not 
see  tile  machinery  of  the  throne,  only  the  man  in  the 
photograph  v,  ho  supplies  them  with  a  national  imagi- 
nation. I  I;s  indefatigable  goings  and  comings  and  liis 
poses  hll  their  minds  with  a  personality  which  typifies 
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the  national  spirit.     Will  tlii>  chan-c  afrer  the  war? 
But  that,  too,  is  not  a  subjeu  for  speculation  licrc. 

1  hroi!«h  the  war  his  pose  has  met  the  needs  (.1  t'l:; 
I'ur.     An  emperor  bowed  down  with  the  weight  of 
his   people's   sacrifice,    a   grey,    determined   cmp.: 
hastenmg  to  honour  the  victors,  covL-ring  up  defeat-. 
uri^Mn;;  his  le^'ions  on,  himself  at  the  front,  never  seen 
'y  the  general  public  in  the  rear,  a  mysterious  tigure, 
ot  saying  mu:h  ami  that  foolish  to  the  Allies  but  ap- 
''•ng  to  the  Germans,  rather  appearing  to  submer-e 
Avn  personality  in  the  united  patriotism  of  the 
•-rugglc-— such  is  the  picture  which  the  throne  ma- 
hinery  has  impressed  on  the  Cierman  mind.     The  his- 
t:  ionic  gift  may  be  at  its  best  in  creating  a  saga. 

Always  the  oHensive!  Germany  would  keep  on 
triking  as  long  as  she  had  strength  for  a  blow,  while 
making  the  pretence  that  she  had  the  strength  for  still 
heavier  blows.  One  wo.uiers,  should  she  gain  peace 
bv  her  blows,  if  the  Allies  would  awaken°after  the 
eaty  was  signed  to  find  how  near  exhausticni  she  liad 
aeen,  or  that  she  was  so  self-contained  in  her  [Muduc- 
tion  of  war  material  that  she  had  only  borrowed  from 
I  lans  to  pay  ]•  ritz,  who  were  both  Germans.  Russia 
ihd  not  know  how  nearly  she  had  Japan  beaten  until 
utter  Portsmouth.  Japan's  method  was  ttic  ( .er:nan 
rnethoil;  she  learned  it  from  Germany. 

At  tile  end  of  my  journey  I  was  hearing  the  same 
dm  ot  systematic  optimism  in  my  ears  as  in  the  begm- 
ning. 

'■  \\ars;i\v.  tiien  I'aris,  then  our  Zeppelins  will  fin- 
'i  I.L  'don,"  said  the  restaurant  keeper  on  the  Ger- 
an  side  of  the  Dutch  frontier;  "  nnil  -lur  submarines 

Will  settle  the  British  navy  before  the  summer  is  u\  er. 

Xo,  the  war  will  n^it  last  a  year." 
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"And  is  America  next  on  the  programme?"    I 
abkccl. 

"  \"'».     Anicric.  , ,  .   ..  .; .^.  [...,  ,.,,  ..,^.,_>." 

I    ^   ^s  <,ruilty  of  a   faint  suspiciuii  that  he  was  a 
•.iil'loniatist. 
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'    "■'M"-"''y   t.  •  ,  _.v   ;),.,.],   ,^,  .  —  The 

'  neri.  an  Commissi  ;,pf  _  j, ,.,.,,,,  ,;  !?.n,n.| 

to  Bckiiim  — A  forlorn  Land^tun  „-,! 

Land— The   overlords    in    Antwcr;.  -  ;ku.„,,.  ,    l.jiud—  Hie 

prohlrm  of  feeding:  H<Ii.Iiim  —  Amcrl.an  voluiitefr*— "  Some  cx- 

-The  conc|ueror'i  net— Relics  of  the  former  regime. 

No  week  at  tht-  fn.-ir.  v  here  war  is  maJc.  left  the 
inJ  so  full  as  this  week  beyoml  the  sound  of  the  guns 
vuth  war's  results.      It  tau-ht  the  meaning  of  the  sim- 
'^?    unr.is  life  and  death,  hunj^er  and  food,  love  and 
'ne  was  in  a  house  with  scaled  doors,  where 
lanniy  of  seven  millions  sat  in  silence  ami  idleness, 
iiiinkm^  of  nothinnr  hut  war  and  feeling  nothini,'  but 
■  <r.      1  le  had  war  cold  as  the  fra^rTients  of  a  shrap- 
1  shell  beside  a  ilead  man  on  a   fro/cn  roa*!:  war 
■inlysed  and  docketed  for  exhibition,  without  its  noise, 
-  distraction,  and  its  hot  passion. 
In  Ostend  I  havl  seen  the  Belgian  refugees  in  tli^ht 
:.'■"!   I   hail  seen  them  pourinir  into  Lomlon  stations, 
bcdrajrtrled  outcasts  of  c\ery  class,  with  the  starin;,' 
uncertainty  of  the  helpless  human  flock  living  from  the 
storm.     Jjiu'land.  who  considered  that  the'v  had  suf- 
feretl  for  her  sake,  opened  her  purse  and  her  heart  to 
them;  she  opened  her  homes,  both  modest  suburban 
linmes  and  big  country  houses  which  are   par^'cular 
;ibout  their  guests  in  time  of  peace.      .\o  British  fam- 
ily without  a  Belgian  was  doiivr  its  d'ltv.      Bishop's 
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wife  and  inihlicaii's  wife  took  whatever  Belgian  was 
sent  to  her,  1  he  refugee  packet  arrived  without  the 
nature  of  contents  on  the  ai!Jrcss  Inliel.  All  Belgians 
had  hecotne  heroic  and  noble  hy  grace  of  the  defend- 
ers of  F.ie;;!.'. 

Perhaps  tfic  bis'nop's  wife  received  a  ynung  woman 
v.iin  ^nujked  cigarettes  and  asked  her  huste.-.s  for  rouge 
and  the  publican's  wife  received  a  countv  s.  Mrs. 
Smith  ()|  C  lapham,  who  had  brought  up  her  children 
in  the  strictest  propriety,  welcomed  as  playmates  for 
her  dears,  wIkjiii  s!ie  had  kept  away  from  the  contami- 
nating associations  of  the  alleys.  Belgian  children  from 
the  toughest  (juarters  of  Antwerp,  who  had  a  precocity 
that  leil  to  balliiiig  confusion  in  Mrs.  Smith's  mind 
between  parenfal  responsibility  and  patriotic  ihity. 
Smart  society  ga\e  the  run  of  its  houses  sometimes  to 
gentr\  ulio  were  used  to  getting  the  run  of  that  kind 
of  Iioiises  by  lifting  a  window  with  a  jimmy  on  a  dark 
niglit.  It  was  a  refugee  lottery.  When  two  hosts 
met  one  saivi :  "  My  Belgian  is  charming!  "  and  the 
other  salJ :  "■  Mine  isn't.  Just  listen-  "  last  the 
l*'.ng''.h  c  gariK  ;  ♦^hey  arc  lo\al;  they  bore  their  bur- 
den of  hospitality  bravely. 

I  he  strange  things  that  happened  were  not  the 
more  agreeable  because  of  the  attitude  of  some  refu- 
gees, who  v.hen  they  were  getting  better  fare  than  they 
c\er  had  at  home,  thought  that,  as  they  had  given 
their  '*  nil  "  for  l.ngland.  they  should  be  getting  still 
better,  not  to  mention  wine  on  the  table  in  temperance 
families;  wiiile  there  was  a  disinclination  toward  self- 
support  by  meai.s  of  work  on  the  part  of  certain  he- 
rocs  which  promised  a  Belgian  occupation  of  England 
that  would  last  as  long  as  the  (ierman  occupation  of 
Belgium.     If.ngl.md  was  learning  tli.it  there  are  Bel- 
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It  was  only  njitura!.      When  the  Ccrman  cruisers 
'  Miihardcd  Scarborough  and  the  I  Iartlepf)<)ls.  the  first 
t..  the  station  were  not  the  liiiest  and  sturdiest.     Those 
with  Kood  hank  accounts  and  a  disinclination  to  take 
ny  buddy  or  ^-istronomic  risks,  the  ycninj;  jJIep  who 
t.imls  on  the  street  corner  ojjhng  girls  and  the  girls 
-ho  arc  always  in  the  street  to  be  ogled,  t.ie  (li^ht\- 
niindevi.  the  irresponsible,  the  tramp,  the  selfish,  and 
the  cowardly  arc  bound  to  be  in  the  van  of  tligiit  fn-m 
ly  sudden  disaster  and  to  make  the  most  of  the  gen- 
;  ous  sympathy  of  those  who  succour  them. 
I  he  courageous,  the  responsible,  those  with  ho 
and  property  at  stake,  those  with  an  inborn  sense  - 
real  patriotism  which  means  lojalty  to  locality  and  to 
their  neighbours,   are  more  inclined  to  remain  with 
their  homes  and  their  property.      Hesides,  a  refugee 
\uivd\y  appears  at  his  best.     lie  is  in  a  strange  coun- 
try, forlorn,  homesick,  a  hostage  of  fate  and  personal 
rnistortune.      The  Belgian  nation  had  taken  the  Allies' 
Side  and  now  al!  I-i  ]'.:.]"  ■!  H  ':-'•;    expected  the  .\1- 
lies  to  help  then 

Ei'.giund  did  not  get  the  worst  of  t!ie  refugees. 
;  licy  could  tra:  el  no  farther  than  Holland,  where  the 
Dutch  (joverninent  appropriated  money  to  care  for 
them  at  the  same  time  that  it  was  under  the  expense 
of  keeping  its  army  mobilised.  Looking  at  the  refu- 
gees in  the  camp  at  Bergen  op  Zoom,  an  observer 
might  share  some  of  the  contempt  of  the  Ciermnns  for 
the  Belgians.  Cr.nvded  in  temporary  huts  in  the  chill, 
misty  weather  of  a  Dutch  winter,  they  seemed  listless, 
inarooncil  human  wreckage.  They  would  not  dig 
ditches  to  ilrain  tluir  camj^  they  were  given  to  pi!- 
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fcriiiL;  Irtiiii  imc  anotlicr  the  tlotlics  uliuh  the  world's 
thurity  siiiipliccl.  The  heart  was  out  of  them.  They 
were  tuimlutl  hy  disaster. 

"  Are  all  these  men  and  women  who  are  !ivin.t2;  to- 
{j;cther  married?  "  I  asi^ed  the  Dutch  othcer  in  char!j;e. 

"  It  is  not  for  us  to  iii'[i:ire."  he  rejilieii.  "  M  t 
of  them  say  that  they  h'i\  e  h)st  their  marriaLre  certifi- 
cates." 

1  hey  Were  from  tiie  slums  of  that  polyglot  seaport 
town  Antwerp,  which  Belgians  say  is  anything  but  real 
Belgium.  I'o  judjie  Belgium  by  them  is  like  judi^ing 
an  American  town  by  the  worst  of  its  back  streets, 
where  saloons  and  pawnshops  are  numerous  and  the 
reil  I'nhts  twinkle  from  dark  doorways. 

Around  a  table  in  a  Rottcrtlam  hotel  one  met  some 
generals,  who  were  orjjanisinq  a  different  kind  of  cam- 
pai;i;n  from  that  which  brought  glorv  to  the  generals 
who  conquered  IJeluium.  It  was  odd  t'lat  Dr.  Rose 
—  that  Dr.  Rose  whi  had  discovered  and  fought  the 
hook  worm  among  the  mountaineers  of  the  Southern 
States  —  should  be  succourinir  Belj^ium,  and  yet  only 
natural.  Where  else  should  he  and  I  lenry  James,  jr., 
of  th.e  Rockefeller  I'oundation,  and  Mr.  Bicknell,  of 
the  American  Red  Cross,  be,  If  not  here  directing  the 
use  of  an  endowment  fund  set  aside  fur  just  s"'^h  pur- 
poses? 

'1  hey  h;ul  been  all  ...;•  Btlyii.:;)  ii-.id  up  into  the 
Northern  departments  of  France  occupied  by  the  (ier- 
mans,  investigating  conditions.  I'or  they  were  prac- 
tical men,  trained  for  soKing  the  problem  of  charity 
with  wisdom,  who  wanted  to  know  that  their  money 
was  well  spent.  They  had  nothing  for  the  refugees 
in  London,  but  they  found  that  the  people  who  had 
sta\ed  at  home  in  Belgium  were  worthy  of  help.      I  he 
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•und  \.;^^s  a!lu\vin.4  i,\c  luin.lrcd  thousand  d<il!nrs  a 
•nh  tor  the  American  Com;;  for   Relief  in 

-:um,  v.hidi  was  the  amocif  •  Cermans  had 

spent  in  a  sin-lc  day  in  the  •.  of  the  town 

01   Iprcs  with  shells.     Later  they  were  to  go  to  Po- 
lind;  then  to  Serbia. 

With  them  was  ncr!)ert  C.  llo.^,,  .  ...ivSraud 
:  nnin.cr  engineer,  the  head  of  tlie  Commission.  When 
American  tourists  were  stranded  over  Furopc  at  the 
-utsct  of  the  war,  with  letters  of  credit  which  could 
•  ot  be  cashed,  their  route  homeward  must  lie  through 
London.  They  must  have  steamer  passage.  I  |(To- 
\  er  took  charge.  When  this  work  was  ^lonc  and  Hd- 
k-ium  must  be  helped,  he  took  charge  of  a  task  that 
could  be  done  only  by  a  neutral.  For  the  adjutants 
iid  field  officers  of  his  force  he  turned  to  American 
business  men  in  London,  to  R'.  iiolars  at  Oxford, 

and  to  other  volunteers  hastening  trom  America. 

When  Harvard.  19 14,  who  had  lent  a  hand  in  the 
\mcncan  refugees'  trials,  appeared  in  Hoover,  of- 
lice  to  volunteer  for  the  new  campaign.  Hoover  said: 
"  "i  ou  are  going  to  Rotterdam  to-nigju." 
"So  I  am!"  said  Harvard,   1914,  and  st;irttd  ac- 
cordingly.    Action  and  not  red  tape  must  prcwiil  in 
such  an  organisation 

I  he  Belgians  whom  i  wished  to  see  were  those 
behind  the  line  of  guards  on  the  Belgo-Dutch  fron- 
tier; those  who  had  remained  at  home  under  the  Ger- 
mans to  face  humiliation  and  hunger.  This  was  pos- 
sible if  \ou  had  the  right  sort  of  influence  and  \our 
passport  the  right  sort  of  vises  to  accompany  a 
licshchi'ujimfj,  accordin-  to  the  form  of  "  31  (Jktober, 
•)T4.  Sect.  616.  \  ;."  signed  by  the  German 

consul  ;it  Rotterdam,  wluch  put  mc  in  the  same  auto- 
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tiidbilc  witli  I  lar\  Lti.i,  i<>  i  ).  lii.il  bti  i,';'c  J  unc  MiL-tLr\, 
snowy  day  of  late  Doccinhcr  before  a  gate,  with  Bel- 
gium on  one  side  anil  1  lolland  on  the  other  side  of  it 
(in  t!ie  Roscndaal-Antwcrp  road. 

"  Once  morel  "  said  Har\"aril,  i')i4,  who  liaJ  made 
tliis  journey  many  limes  as  a  despatch  rider. 

One  of  the  con(]ucrors.  the  sentry  representing  the 
maje,ty  of  (lerman  authority  in  Belgium,  examined 
the  pass.  I  lie  c()n(]ueror  was  a  good  deal  larger 
around  tlie  middle  tlum  when  he  \\  as  young,  but  not 
so  large  as  v  hen  he  went  to  war.  lie  had  a  scarf 
ti.d  over  Ills  cars  under  a  cracked  old  patent  leather 
lieliner.  which  the  Saxon  I.andsturm  must  have  taken 
from  tiicir  garrets  when  the  Kaiser  sent  the  old  fel- 
lows to  keep  the  Belgians  in  order,  so  that  the  young 
men  could  be  spared  to  get  rheumatism  in  the  trenches 
if  they  escaped  death. 

^'ou  couKl  sec  that  the  conqueror  missed  his  wife's 
cooking  and  Sunday  afternoon  in  the  beer  garden  with 
h;s  lamily.  IIo\\e\er  much  he  loved  the  Kaiser,  it 
iiid  not  make  him  hn  e  home  any  the  less.  His  nod 
admittCil  us  into  CIcrm m-ruleii  iielgium.  He  looked 
so  lonely  that  as  our  car  started  1  sent  him  a  smile. 
Surprise  broke  on  his  face.  Soniebody  not  a  German 
in  uniloriTi  had  actually  smiled  at  him  in  Belgium! 
My  last  glimii.sc  (jf  hini  \va^  "(  ;'  ■• '':  -  reading  under 
tlij  scarf  toward  his  ears. 

Belgium  was  \\ehbed  witli  these  old  Landsturm 
guards,  li  xour  j'ii.<sir.Hluiii  was  not  right,  you 
might  sur\i\e  the  first  set  of  sentries  and  even  the 
second,  hut  the  third,  and  if  not  the  third  some  suc- 
ceeding one  of  the  do/ens  on  the  way  to  Brussels, 
would  h:\]v  vou  before  a  Knuimauiiatiir.  TJUfi  vou 
were  in  trouble.      In  tra\elling  about  Ivurope  1  became 
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so  used  to  passes  that  when  I  returned  to  W-w  ^'ork 
I  could  not  have  thought  of  going  to  I  lobokvn  with- 
out the  (jerm;.n  consul's  vi^a,  or  of  dining  at  a  French 
restaurant  without  the  French  consul's. 

■'  And  again!  "  said  Harvard.  19 14,  as  wc  carne  to 
.mother  sentry.  There  was  good  reason  wh\  II  •.!- 
\arii  had  his  pass  in  a  leather-bound  case  under  a 
celluloid  face.  Otherwise,  it  would  soon  ha\c  been 
worn  out  in  showing.  He  had  been  warned  by  the 
'  "mission  not  to  talk  aid  he  did  not  talk.  Ik-uas 
i.eutrality  personilicd.  All  he  tiid  was  to  show  his 
pass.  He  could  be  silent  in  three  languages.  Ihe 
■  nly  time  I  gi-t  anything  like  partisanship  out  of  him 
md  two  sentences  in  succession  was  when  I  mentioned 
tile  n;'.r\ard-Vale  football  game. 

'"  My!  Wasn't  th:t  a  smear!  In  their  new  sta- 
dium, too!     Oh,  my.      Wish  I  had  been  there!  " 

When  the  car  broke  .  spring  halfway  to  Antwerp, 
■le  remarked,  "  Naturallv !  "'  or,  rather,  a  more  ex- 
jM-essive  monosyllable  wbich  did  not  sound  neutral. 

While  he  and  the  Belgian  chauffeur,  with  the  help 
'f   a   Belgian   tarmer  as  spectator,  were  patching  up 
the  broken  spring,   I  had  a  look  at  the  fa.m.      The 
\v inter   crops    were    in;    tiie    cabbages    and    Brussels 
prouts  in  the  garden  were  untouchetl.      It  happened 
•'Kit  the  scorching  finger  of  war's  destruction  had  not 
''.-en  laid  on  this  little  property.      In  the  vard  the  wife 
•vas  doing  the  week's  washing,  her  hands  in  hot  .vater 
nd  her  arms  exposed  to  weather  so  cf>Iil  that  I   felr 
:;one  too  warm  in  a  heavy  overcoat.     At  first  sight  she- 
gave  me  a   frown,   which   instantly  dissipated   into   a 
•^m!le  when  she  saw  that  I  was  not  (ierman. 

If  not  CJerman,  I  nuist  be  a  friend.  Yet  if  I  were 
I  would  not  dare  talk  —  not  uit!i  dernian  sentries  all 
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about.     Ml.  d  her  Iiarul  from  the  yjds  and  swims 

It  out  to  tlu  .^t  toward  Ijij^land  and  France  with  an 
ca;,aT,  cravinir  lire  in  her  eyes,  and  then  she  swept  it 
across  in  front  of  her  as  if  she  were  sweeping  a  spider 
oft'  a  tabic.  When  it  stopped  at  arm's  length  there 
was  the  triiiiniih  (jf  hat.  in  her  eyes.  I  thought  of 
the  lid  of  a  cauldron  r.'.'^.  .i  f-.  lit  out  a  burst  of  steam 
as   she  asked:     "  Wh.  When?     WhenwouKl 

the  Allies  come  and  turn  the  (iermans  out? 

She  was  a  kind,  hard-working  woman,  who  would 
help  any  stranger  in  trouble  the  be.st  she  knew  how. 
Probably  that  Snxon  whose  smile  had  spread  umler  his 
scarf  had  much  the  same  kind  of  wife.  Vet  I  knew 
that  if  the  Allies'  guns  were  driving  the  (iermans 
past  her  house  and  her  husband  had  a  riHc.  he  would 
put  a  shot  in  that  Saxon's  hack,  or  she  wouKl  pour 
boiling  water  on  the  enemy's  head  if  she  could.  Then, 
it  the  Germans  had  time,  they  would  burn  the  farm- 
house and  k^n  .)„  husband  who  had  shot  one  of  their 
comrades. 

1  recollect  a  youth  who  had  been  in  a  railroad  acci- 
dent saying:  "That  was  the  first  time  I  had  e\er 
seen  ileath:  the  first  time  I  realiseii  what  death  was." 
I'Aactly.^  Vou  don't  know  death  till  you  have  seen  it; 
you  don't  know  invasion  till  you  have  felt  it.  I  low- 
ever  wise,  however  able  the  conquerors,  life  under 
them  is  a  living  death.  True,  the  farmer's  p-opcrty 
was  untouchcil.  But  his  liberty  was  gone.  If  you,  a 
well-behaved  citizen,  have  ever  been  arrested  and 
marched  through  the  streets  of  your  home  town  bv  a 
policeman,  how  did  you  like  it?  (uvc  the  policeman 
a  rille  and  a  fixed  bayonet  and  full  cartridge  boxes 
and  rranslorm  him  into  a  foreigner  and  the  experience 
would  not  be  any  innre  pleasant. 
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1  hat  farmer  could  not  go  to  the  next  town  with- 
out the  permission  of  the  sentries.  I  le  couIJ  not 
even  mail  a  letter  to  his  son  who  was  in  the  trenches 
with  the  Allies,  'i'hc  Germans  hail  taken  his  horse; 
theirs  the  power  to  take  anything  he  hail  —  the  power 
of  the  bayonet.  If  he  wanted  to  send  his  produce  to 
a  foreif,m  market,  if  he  wanted  to  buv  food  in  a  for- 
eign market,  the  British  naval  blockade  closed  the  sea 
to  Inm.  I  le  was  sitting  on  a  chair  of  steel  spikes, 
hands  tied  and  mouth  gagged,  while  his  mind  seethed, 
solacing  its  .inte  with  hope  through  the  long  winter 
months.  If  \ou  lived  in  Kansas  and  could  not  get 
\  our  wheat  to  Chicago,  or  any  groceries  or  newspapers 
trom  the  nearest  town,  or  learn  whether  your  son  in 
\V\oming  were  alive  or  dead,  or  whetlicr  the  man  who 
owned  your  mortgage  in  New  York  had  foreclose*.!  or 
'lot  -—  well,  that  is  enough  without  the  (ierman  sentry. 

Only,  instead  of  newspapers  or  word  about  the 
mortgage,  the  thing  you  needed  past  that  blockade  was 
bread  to  keep  you  from  starving.  America  oi-'ened 
a  window  and  slipped  a  loaf  into  the  empty  lartler. 
Those  Belgian  soldiers  whom  I  had  seen  at  Dixmude, 
wounded,  exhausted,  mud-caked,  shivering,  were 
happy  beside  the  people  at  home.  They  were  in  the 
'  .-'i!.  ['  is  not  the  destruction  of  towns  and  houses 
liiat  impresses  you  most,  but  the  misery  expressed 
by  that  peasant  wojnan  o\er  her  washtub. 

A  writer  can  make  a  lot  of  the  bur^t  of  a  single 
Ml  11:  a  photographer  showing  the  ruins  of  a  block 
ol  buildings  or  a  church  makes  it  appear  that  all 
I'locks  and  all  churches  are  in  ruins.  Running  through 
Antwerp  in  a  car,  one  saw  few  signs  of  destruction 
h-otn  the  bombardment.  "\'ou  will  see  them  if  vou  are 
specially   conducted.      Shops    were    o|)en,    the    people 
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were  moviii)^  ahout  in  the  streets,  v.-hich  were  well 
li^'htcd.  No  ncctl  of  darkness  for  fear  of  ho;r.lT> 
dropping  here!  German  barracks  had  safe  shelter 
from  acria!  raids  in  a  city  whose  people  were  the 
allies  of  {•;nj,'land  and  I'raiice.  But  at  intervals 
martluti  the  (ieniian  patrols. 

When  our  car  i-topped  before  a  restaurant  a  knot 
gathered  aromul  it.  Their  faces  were  like  ail  the 
othe:  faces  I  ^:i\v  in  Helgium  —  unless  German  — 
witli  that  restrained,  drawn  look  of  passive  resist- 
ance, persistent  even  when  they  smiled.  When? 
When  were  the  Allies  coming?  Their  eyes  asked  the 
question  which  their  tongues  dared  not.  Inside  the 
restaurant  a  score  of  German  oilicers  served  by  Bel- 
)j,ian  v.aiters  were  dining.  Who  were  our  little  part;  ? 
What  were  we  doing  there  and  speaking  English  — 
Knglish,  the  hateful  language  of  the  hated  encmv? 
Oh,  yes!  We  were  Americans  connected  with  the  re- 
lief work.  But  between  the  otiicers'  stares  at  the 
sound  of  I'nglish  anil  the  appealing  inquiry  of  the 
faces  in  the  street  lay  an  abyss  of  war's  licrce  sus- 
picion and  national  policies  and  racial  enmity,  which 
America  had  to  bridge. 

Before  we  could  h  dp  Belgium,  England,  blockad- 
ing Germany  to  keep  her  from  getting  foodstufts,  had 
to  consent.  She  would  consent  only  if  none  of  the 
food  reached  (Jerinan  mouths,  (icrmany  had  to 
agree  nut  to  re(]uisition  any  of  the  food.  Some  one 
not  German  ami  nut  British  must  see  to  its  distribu- 
tion.^ '1  hose  rigid  German  military  authorities,  hold- 
ing fast  to  their  military  secrets,  must  consent  to  scores 
ol  foreigners  moving  about  Belgium  and  sending  mes- 
sages across  that  Iklgo-Dutch  frontier,  which  had  been 
closed  to  all  except  olHcial  German  messages.       This 
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called  for  men  whom  both  the  German  ami  the  Brit- 
ilucllists  wouKl  trust  to  succour  the  human  beings 
(.iuiciied  and  helpless  under   the  circling;  Hashes  oi 
their  ste.-l. 

lortunately,  our  Minister  to  Belgium  was  Brand 
Whitlock.  He  is  no  Talleyrand  or  Metternich.  It' 
he  were,  the  Bel^'-an.,  mij^ht  not  have  been  (cd,  be- 
cause  he  might  have  been  suspected  of  being  too  much 
u(  a  diplomatist.  When  a  German,  or  an  fuiglish- 
man,  or  a  Hottentot,  or  any  other  kind  of  a  human 
being  gets  to  know  \Vhitloc!<.  he  recognisL's  that  here 
is  an  honest  man  with  a  big  heart.  When  leading 
Belgians  came  to  him  and  said  that  winter  would  find 
Belgium  without  bread,  he  turned  from  the  land  that 
has  the  least  food  to  his  own  land,  which  has  the 
n-()st. 

I  or  Belgium  Is  a  great  shop  in  the  midst  of  a  gar- 
den. Her  towns  are  so  close  together  that  they  seem 
(-niy  suburbs  of  Brussels  and  Antwerp.  She  lias  the 
densest  population  in  I'.urope.  She  raises  only  enough 
food  to  last  her  for  two  months  of  the  year.  The 
food  lor  the  other  ten  months  she  buys  witfi  the  prod- 
ucts of  her  factories.  In  101.^-15  Belgium  could  not 
^end  out  her  products;  so  we  were  to  help  feed  her 
vvithout  pay,  and  I^ngland  and  France  were  to  give 
.'H'^ney  to  buy  what  food  we  did  not  giw. 

But  with  the  British  navy  generously  allowing  food 
to  pass  the  blockade,  the  problem  was  far  from  solved. 
Ships  laden  with  supplies  steaming  to  Rotterdam  — 
this  was  a  matter  of  easy  organisation.  Ibm  get 
the  bread  to  the  hungry  mouths  when  the  Germans 
were  using  all  Belgian  railroads  for  militarv  pur- 
poses? Germany  was  not  inclined  to  allow  a  carloiid 
of  \\he:ir  t(j  keep  a  carload  of  soldiers  from  reaching 
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the  Iront,  or  lo  let  luuU  Jur  Bcl^^iuiib  keep  the  men  In 
the  trenches  t'ruiii  K'-ttini;  theirs  re-uLuly.  I  lorsc 
aiiii  cart  transport  v.duKI  be  tir'-!vr-  ■.■.  ir.d  the  («er- 
rnans  uoiiki  not  permit  3c!  .  to  mo\e 

about  with  such  freedom.  As  iiiveiy  as  not  they  mij;ht 
be  spies. 

Anvhody   whn  can   walk   or   riJc    :....    ..    ..    :,,. 

I  here  tore,  the  way  to  stop  spying  is  not  lo  let  any  one- 
walk  or  ride.  Besides.  Cierniany  had  reijuisitioned 
most  of  the  horses  that  could  do  more  than  draw  an 
empty  phaeton  on  a  level.  But  she  had  not  drawn 
the  water  out  of  the  canals;  th.nKrh  the  Hei^ian*.,  al- 
ways whispering;  jokes  at  the  of  the  conciuer- 
ors,  said  that  the  canals  miyiii  ii.i.e  been  emptied  if 
their  contents  had  been  beer.  There  were  plenty  of 
idle  boats  in  I  Inlland.  whose  canals  connect  with  the 
web  of  canals  in  liel^ium.  Vou  had  only  to  seal  the 
cargoes  against  re(|uisition,  the  seal  to  be  broken  onlv 
by  a  representati\e  of  the  Relief  Coit:--'  ■' -^  nnd 
start  them  to  their  destination. 

And  how  make  sure  that  only  those  who  had  money 
should  pay  for  their  bread,  while  all  who  had  not 
shf)uld  be  reached?  The  solution  was  simj^le  com- 
pared to  the  distribution  of  relief  after  the  San  I'ran- 
cisco  earthquake  and  tire,  for  example,  in  our  own 
land,  where  a  scantier  population  makes  social  , 
ganisation  comparatively  loose. 

I  he  pef)ple  to  be  relle\cd  were  in  tiieir  homes. 
Belj^num  is  so  old  a  country,  her  population  so  dense, 
and  she  is  so  much  like  one  big  workshop,  that  the 
Cidvernment  must  keep  a  complete  set  of  books. 
I'.verv  Belgian  is  registered  and  docketed.  Vou  know 
just  how  he  makes  his  living  and  where  he  lives. 
I  po'i  m.M-riiiL:.    .  Belgian  gets  a  little  book,  giving  his 
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ind  his  wife's,  their  afjcs.  their  occupations,  antl 
.i.;dn.?.s.     As  children  are  born  their  n.  i 

A  Bclj^'ian  h<^!Js  as  Fast  to  this  hmik  as  u  \M.;i:.ir 
piece  of  jewellery  th;it  is  an  heirl.ifnn. 

Willi  kw  exceptions,  Bel^'ian  i^i^.i!  officials  had  not 
lied  tlie  country.  They  realised  that  this  was  a  time 
when  they  were  particularlv  neeiled  on  the  job  to  pro- 
tect  the  people  from  CJerinan  cvuf'riiis  and  fnnn  their 
own  rasiiness.     There  were  num!>er  of  vol- 

unteers.     The  thinji;  was  to  jrct  the  food  to  them  and 
let  them  orj^anlse  local  di.striliution. 

1  he  small  force  of  Americans  reijuired  :  ;  ,.;  ... 
the  transit  must  both  watch  that  the  dermans  did  nnt 
take  any  of  the  food  and  retain  both  British  and  (ier- 
man  confidence  in  the  absolute  good  faith  of  their  in- 
tentions. I  he  volunteers  got  their  expenses  and  the 
rest  of  their  reward  was  cxpe.'-ience;  and  it  was  "  some 
experience  "  as  a  Belgian  said,  who  was  learning  a 
little  American  slanc:.  Thev  talked  about  canal-boat 
cargoes  as  if  they  had  been  from  Butlalo  to  Albany  on 
the  l>ie  Canal  for  years;  they  spnkc  of  "  my  prov- 
ince "  and  compared  bread  lint  'ic  etTiciency  of 
local  officials.  And  the  (ierm.iiii.  took  none  of  the 
tood;  orders  from  Berlin  were  obeyed.  Berlin  knew 
that  any  requisitioning  of  relief  supplies  meant  that 
the  Relief  Commission  wtiuld  cease  work  and  announce 
to  the  world  the  reason. 

lIowc\er  many  times  the  Americans  v.^rc  .ti;>.stcd 
they  must  be  patient.  lli.it  exception  who  said,  when 
he  was  put  in  a  cell  o\crnight  because  he  entered  the 
military  /.one  by  mistake,  that  he  would  not  ha\e 
been  treated  that  way  in  I'!ngland.  needed  a  little  more 
coaching  in  preserving  his  mask  of  neutralitv.  lor  I 
must  say  that  nim.  out  (  f  ten  of  these  young  men, 
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Icani'i^r  uvcr  backwanl  to  be  neutral,  were  pro-AIly 
naludiMK  some  with  Ccrinan  names.  But  publidj 
you  couia  hardly  «ct  an  ailinissinn  out  of  thcin  that 
tf.crc  uas  any  war.  As  f.,r  Harvard.  1914,  hand  a 
passport  carried  around  the  Sphinx's  neck  and  you 
ria\(.'  hirti  dnru-  in  stoiii.-. 

I  aiKv  .uu  Belgian  tr\i,i;;  :  .  ^.;  ;,  ,,,  .,,  ^.,,^  , 
contraband  letter  or  a  (.ern.an  commaruler  trvinj;  to 
work  him  for  a  few  sacks  of  flour!  When  I  asked 
him  what  career  he  had  ch(;sen  he  said,  "  Business'  " 
williout  any  waste  of  words.  I  think  that  he  u  ill  suc- 
ceed in  a  way  to  surprise  his  family.  It  is  he  and  all 
those  younji  Americans  of  which  he  is  a  tvpe.  as  dis- 
ritKtiye  of  America  in  manner,  looks,  and'thou.u'ht  as 
a  I  rcnchman  is  of  I- ranee  or  a  (.erman  of  fJermanv 
^^flo  earned  the  torch  of  I'eace's  kindly  work  into 
war-ridden  Bel-ium.  I  hey  made  vou  want  to  tickle 
the  eagle  on  the  throat  so  he  wouUl  let  out  a  gentle 
weil-mudulated  scream,  of  c^Hirn-.  ^xrkrh  •-  '  •,-inL' 
With  neutralitv.  * 

Ivcd  lanterns  took  the  place  of  red  flags  swun'r  by 
l.andsturm  sentries  on  the  run  to  Brussels  as  d^ark- 
ness  fell.  Ihcre  was  no  relaxation  of  watchfulness 
at  nijir.  A!!  the  twenty-four  hours  the  systematic 
conquerors  held  the  net  tight.  Once  when  my  com- 
panion  repeated  his  •'  Again!  "  and  held  out  the  pass 
m  tne  laruu-n's  ray.;,  I  broke  into  a  lauirh.  which  ex- 
Cited  his  eunositv.  for  you  soon  get  out  "of  the  habit 
of  laugliiiig  in  Belgium. 

"  It  has  just  occurred  to  me  that  my  guidebook 
states  that  passports  are  not  required  in  BeJ'Mum'  "  I 
explained. 

Ihe  editor  of  tliat  guidebook  will  have  a  busy  time 
before  he  issues  t!ie  next  edition.      For  example,  he 
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will  have  a  lot  of  new  information  about  Malincs, 
whose   ruins  were  rcvcalcii  ,i',.r   l.iinps  in 

shadowy,  broken  walls  on  cuiitr  siUc  ot  the  main 
street.  Other  places  whcrt-  lc>;s  '.imafj;e  h.ul  been 
done  were  equally  silent.  In  the  smaller  towns  and 
villages  the  population  must  keep  indoors  at  Mi^;ht: 
for  egress  and  ingress  arc  more  difficult  to  control 
there  thin  in  large  cities,  where  guards  at  every 
corner  suffice  —  watching,  watching,  these  disciplined 
pawns  of  remorselessly  efficient  militarism;  watching 
everv  hiitnan  being  in  Belgium. 

"The  last  time  I  saw  that  statue  of  I.itge,"  I  re- 
marked, peering  into  the  darkness  as  we  rode  into  the 
cirv,  "  the  Legicjn  of  I  lonour  conferred  by  France  on 
Liege  for  its  brave  defence  was  hung  on  its  breast.  1 
suppose  it  is  gone  now." 

"  I  gujss  yes,"  said  1  larvard,  10  M- 

\\\  Went  to  the  hotel  at  Brussels  which  I  had  Ictt 
the  ilay  before  the  city's  fall,  l.'nglish  railway  signs 
on  the  walls  of  the  corridor  had  not  been  disturbed. 
.More  ancient  relic  still  seemed  a  bulletin  board  with 
its  announcement  of  seven  passages  a  day  tf)  luigland, 
traversing  the  Channel  in  "  tifty-five  minutes  ziii  Ca- 
lais  "  and  "  three  hours  I'la  (Jstend."  with  the  space 
iilank  where  the  state  of  the  weather  for  the  ticspair 
or  tl'.e  delight  of  intending  voyagers  had  been  chalked 
uj>  in  happier  days.  The  same  men  were  in  attciul- 
ancc  at  the  office  as  before:  but  they  seemed  older  and 
their  politeness  that  of  cheerless  automatons.  lor 
ii\e  mi)nth>  they  had  been  serving  (jerman  officers  as 
guests  with  hate  in  their  hearts  and,  in  turn,  trying  to 
protect  their  property. 

.\  story  is  tol.i  of  how  that  hotel  had  tilled  with 
officers  alter  tlie   arri\  ul  of  the  (jcrmanic  Hood  and 
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Ivr.s  unc  d.iy.  uhai  it  was  l.unuJ  that  the  proprietor 
was  a  IrLfichriKin.  ^uanls  wtrc  si  '  '  '  '  "  ■ 
the  iloors  aiul  the  hall  was  tilled  uii  ....:. 

ofliccr.  acting  with  characteristic  official  ity   va- 

catcii  his  room  a.ul  bestowed  his  presence  elsewhere 
Ih.n   the   proprietor  was   informed   that  his  quests 
would  return  if  he  would  a-rec  to  employ  Cerman 
help  and  buy  his  supplies   from  (.ennanv.      He   re- 
used, for  :  1  as  well  as  for  sentimental  reasons. 
I  he  had  .    .     ited,  think  what  the  Hel^^nans  would 
have   done   to   h-m   after   the   (.ernjans   were   cone' 
H.nvever    ofli.  ,.  gradually  returning,  for  this 
was  the  best  huul  ,„  t„„n.  and  e\en  conquerors  are 
iniman  and  (.errnan  con^juerurs  have  particularlv  hu- 
man stomachs. 
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Christmas  in  Belgium  uith  the  bavonct  and  the  \\n\{ 
;U  the  door  tau^'ht  one  to  value  Christmas  at  home  for 
'nore  than  its  jrifts  and  the  cheer  of  the  tires!'  .      It 

f     L'ht  him  \vh"  ■ t  to  brlontr  to  a  free  people 

how  preti  t  old  l-n-linJ  v-vin;;  that  a 

I's  house  is  his  castle,  which  ception  of 

;  much  In  our  lives  that  we  ace  commonplace. 

''   Mich  a  commonplace  r  -  '■     ::;.:^..  secure  onlv  bv 

Mnjr.  then  it  is  best  to  ■   ,     ,     At  anv  time  a  foreign 

-'-Idler  might  enter  t!ie  house  of  a  Belgian  and  take 

iiim  away  for  trial  before  a  military  court. 

Breakfast  in  the  same  restaurant  as  before  the  city's 
tall!     Again  the  big  grapes  which  are  a  luxury  of 
le  rich  man's  table  or  an  extravagance  for  a  sick 
incnd    with    us!     'I'he    hothouses    still    grew    them. 
What  else  was  there  for  the  hothouses  to  vlo,  though 
ae  export  of  their  products  was  impossible  ?     A  short- 
'^'e  of  the  long,  white-leafed  chicory  that  we  call  en- 
live  in  Xew  York  restaurants!     There  were  piles  of 
in  the  Brussels  market  and  on  the  hucksters'  carts; 
I'tthing  so  cheap.     One  might  have  excellent  steaks 
nd  roasts  and  delicious  veal;  for  the  heifers  were  be- 
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ing  butchcrcJ,  as  tlic  (.u-mar.s  !;;ul  rnk.'n  all  fndJcr. 
But  the  bread  w.is  the  Comini^sion's  bruwn,  which 
every  one  h.ul  to  eat.  i^eh_'iiirn.  f,,'ro\v;n;^  (jiiality  on 
scanty  acres  with  inren^JN  e  lannin^r,  had  tuuj  kixurics 
but  not  the  staft  of  hie. 

One  hxjked  out  of  t!ie  ui'uiows  on  to  the  square 
which  four  months  before  he  had  seen  crowded  with 
people  bedeckcu'  u  ith  t!ie  Alhes'  c(.h)urs  and  eagerly 
bu\ini,^  the  hitest  ed.tions  containinj^r  the  Comtn.Diiqucs 
of  hollow  optimism.  \o  11.:^,^  m  s^.'^h\i  r!ow  except  a 
(ierman  fla^^  (lyin^r  i,\.r  the  stati.ml  lUjt  small  re- 
yen<;es  niav  be  enjo\ed.  A  <'.ennan  soldier  tried  to 
jump  on  the  tail  of  a  cart  driven  In  a  Hcl^ian:  l>ut 
the  Heliiian  wliippcd  ;!p  his  horse  a..  '  the  ( .crman  fell 
oh  onto  the  pavement,  while  the  c.rt  sp.d  around  a 
corner. 

Out  ()f  the  station  came  a  scrire  of  (u^-man  soldiers 
returninir  from  the  trenches,  on  tlieir  v.av  to  liarracks 
to  regain  stren-th  so  that  they  cudd  l-.car  tiie  ordeal 
of  standing'  in  ic\  water  a-ain.  1  !ie\  were  not  tlie 
kind  exhibited  on  press  t^'ur>  to  illustrate  the  "  xi^rour 
of  our  indomit.dde  armv."'  lixelids  d,i-<ioped  over 
hollow  eye-sockets:  sore,  !u;:,!!>ed  feet  \in,\L^  like  feet 
which  are  as!ee[)  in  their  \ain  eftort  to  keep  step. 
Sensitiveness  to  s'.irroundiii.ij;s,  almost  to  existence, 
seemed  to  h.ive  been  lost. 

One  was  a  cor[H)ral.  younjj:,  tall,  and  full-bearded. 
He  mijjit  have  Iteen  handsome  if  he  had  not  been  so 
liau^,ii\i.  1  le  lmvl  the  lead  to  the  otlkrs:  he  seemed 
t<)  know  where  tliev  were  L;oin;j:.  an.d  thev  shutlkd  on 
after  hi:;i  in  do'j;ued  painfulness.  i'our  montlis  ai,'o 
that  corporal,  with  the  spring;  of  the  eneri^v  of  vouth 
uheti  tliC  war  was  voup.l:-  v.as  perhaps  in  the  Ljreen 
column  tli.it  went  thi-ough  the  streets  of  I'rus^els  ii    the 
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tlujndcrons  heat  of  tlicir  rcu^il.'.r  trcul  on  the  wav  to 
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Having  less  occupation  to  keep  his  mind  oft  the 
war.  must  read  the  newspapers  cst:dilished  under  Ci.  r- 
nnn  auspices,  vJiich  fed  !i 


( 


n  with 


jcrman  i 


Iuf<  p 


.i!n    (hat 


ro\ 


d,  relK;cti\e  of  the  stumbling  de- 


i.v-    Mv  vr.\R  u!'  Tin:  (,ri  .\r  war 


ni:''iit    h.;\-c 


J  hose  uliM  h:!cl  sons  ,.r  i'athcrs  <.r  iiiio.i.uids  in  the 
I'clifian   army   cnul  ' 


receive    letter-,,    let 


ueneracy  of  J-'n-lanJ.  l-'.-ejuli  v.earincs.  of  tli:  war, 
RiisMaii  ihiinMiiess.  aiul  the  invincllMJitv  of  f  .ermaiiv! 
If  ;;:i  i:n-iislijiiaii  ii  ui  to  reaj  (.erinaii'.  or  a  (.er;nari 
J.i;;^!isli.  newspapers  ewry  iiujrnlnL^  he  '  " 
iiMtlerstooJ  how  tlie  B.'i!j;ian  felt. 

.V ,  s  or  li'js'^ 
not  send 
alyne  presents.  1  ainilies  scattered  in  difiercnt  parts 
<il  i>el-mni  eoiiM  not  linlcj  reuninns.  15i:t  at  mass  I 
saw  a  l').!-iaii  standaid  in  ilu;  eentre  i>i  tlie  eliurJi. 
1  hattla.L,'  was  proscribed,  hut  the  priests  knew  it  uas 
sate  in  that  sacred  p!a.e  and  the  worshippers  mi-ht 
least  their  e\es  -ii  it  a>  tiuv  said  their  .iics. 

■  \  IJav-rian  soldier  came  in  softly  and  stood  a  little 
apart  lro;!i  others.  inan>-  in  inMurninLT,  a.t  the  rear,  a 
nein  who  ua.  ui  the  saane  faith  a.,  the  Hel-ians  and 
who  cri.s>ed  hini-elf  with  the  (;th.rs  in  live"  house  of 
hrotheriv  h.'.e.  lie  woii!d  -n  outside  io(,!,ev  orders; 
and  the  Mthers  to  m,rse  tlieir  lia.te  of  liini  and  his  race.' 
1  his  private  in  his  (mIjA  u,-ccn.  howini;  his  head  he- 
';'re  that  i!a-  in  the  sha.dows  of  t!ie  nave,  was  war- 
sick.  :is^  most  s.ddiers  were:  and  the  Hel-Ians  were 
h.eartsick.  I  Iie\  ha,d  the  one  sol  ;;e  in  common.  But 
il  von  hac<  su,u;;ested  to  iiim  to  ^ive  ii}-  15elL,Miim.  his 
I'risuer  woliM  have  heen  that  of  the  other  (.ermans: 
"_  N'lt  altLr  a!l  we  have  siihered  to  take  it!  "'  Chris- 
tians have  a  peailiar  wav  o{  applyinn;  Christianity. 
'iet  it  It  were  not  t'or  Cln-istianitv  and  th.it  infernal 
thini:  calkd  the  world's  opini.m.  wliicli  did  n^  t  exist 
in^  the  davs  of  C,'cs.;r  and  the  Ikl-ii.  th.e  Belgians 
mi^dit  have  h.en  worse  ofl  than  thev  were.  More  •■' 
them  mi-ht  have  heen  d.ad.      When  tlicv  were  sav- 


ing, "  Give  us  tliis  dav   cm 


r  uailv  bread 


lliev    were 
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thinkintj.  "  An  eye  for  an  eye  aru!  a  tenth  for  a  tooth." 
if  ever  tlicir  turn  came. 

A  sat!i-ist  nv.'^\n  ha\-e  rjpcited  the  apocr\ph.il 
naii'ctc  ot  Marie  Antoinelte,  v.ho  askcii  uhv  the  peo- 
ple \v,inr.",l  bread  v.hen  they  coukl  buy  such  nice  cakes 
tor  a  sou.  I-nr  all  the  palt>H-ru\^  were  open.  Hruv 
seis  is  famous  for  its  IVench  pastrv.  With  a  store  of 
preser\cs,  whv  shouldn't  tlie  bakeshops  yo  on  maki;ia; 
t.irts  with  hea\-y  crusts  cjf  tlic  brovvn  tlour,  when  war 
iiad  not  robbed  the  bakers  of  their  art?  It  ,ya->e  work 
to  them:  it  helped  tlie  shops  to  keep  open  and  make 
a  show  of  normality.  But  I  noticed  tiiat  thev  were 
busmess.  Stocks  uere  small  aiul  br.uely 
Only  the  rich  could  attord  such  luxuries, 
which  in  onlinary  times  were  what  ice  cream  co-ies 
arc  to  us.  I'Aen  the  jewellery  shiifis  were  open,  witli 
diamond  rinijs  Ihisliin-^  in  the  wind.iws. 

"  '^  ou  niu:>t  pav  rent;  ycni  don't  want  to  discharge 
\our  emplo\ecs,"  said  a  jeweller.  "  'I'hcre  is  in)  place 
to  ^'o  cx.ept  your  shop.  If  \n\\  closed  it  wouKl  look 
as  it  you  were  afraid  of  the  (.erm.ms.  It  would 
make  }-ou  blue  and  tlie  people  in  the  street  blue.  One 
tries  to  go  tlirough  the  motions  of  normal  existence, 
anyway.  Hut.  of  course,  you  don't  sell  an\  thing. 
I  Ins  v,eek  I  ha\-e  repaired  a  locket  ^\h;Lh  carried  the 
portrait  of  a  soKlier  at  t!ie  front  and  I've  put  a  tiiain- 
spring  in  a  watch.  I'll  warrant  that  is  more  than  some 
oi  my  competitors  ha\e  lioiie." 

Swing  around  the  circle  in  Hrussels  of  a  ninter's 
morning  and  look  at  the  onlv  croud>  that  tl'e  Germans 
allow  to  gather,  aivA  anv  doubt  that  Belgium  would 
have  gone  hungry  if  she  had  nut  rc.eiwd  provisions 
irjrn  the  outside  was  dispelled.      \Vhene\  er  1  think  of 


I 


134    MV  YEAR  OF  Tl!i:  tiill'AT  WAR 


a  brcaii  V.nc  nL':::n  I  ^liall  i.cc  the  t':-ccs  ot  a  Pm,!,!;!:;!! 
brcuJ  line.  'I  iicy  Mut  out  the  incinory  o\  thus.-  at 
home,  where  men  :ire  free  to  jro  i\nd  come:  where  war 
has  nut  roM^j.i  the  thrit'iy  of  "food. 

it  was  littiii-r  that  the  «re.it  central  soup  kitchen 
should  be  estahlislied  in  the  central  express  olllce  of 
the  city.  For  in  Hel,i;ium  these  ijays  there  is  no  ex- 
press business  except  in  (jcrman  tr(;ops  to  the  front 
;uul  wounded  to  the  rear.  The  desp.'teh  of  parcels  is 
stopi'cd.  no  less  than  tliL-  other  eliannels  n(  trade,  in  a 
country  where  trade  wa,  so  rife,  a  country  that  lived 
by  trad.'.  On  the  st'>ne  tloor.  where  once  packai^cs 
wjre  arran-ed  for  f,  ru  ardifi^^  to  the  towns  wh'.se 
names  are  (.n  the  wails,  were  many  great  cauldrons  in 
clusters  ot  ti;ree.  to  economise  space  :\n.\  i^el. 

"  We  don'i  lack.  cooisS,"  said  a  <•//(■/,  who  had  been  in 
a  leadiML!;  hoteh  ".^(,  many  of  i;s  are  out  of  work. 
Our  so.ieiv  of  h.  tel  :ind  restam-ant  keepers  took 
c!iari;e.  We  know  the  i-raetical  side  of  the  business. 
I  suppose  \ou  h  i\e  the  same  kimi  of  a  souetv  in  Xcw 


1/  ilie  ( lermans  uc- 


\  ork  and  \u<>dd  t.j-n  to  it  for 
cujiied  New  \'ork." 

1  le  g;\e  me  a  printed  repurt  in  wliiJi  I  read,  fjr  e.x- 
an-pie,  tn,;t  "  .M.  Anidr.  jirofessor  i>{  the  Kcole  Xor- 
niaic,  h.-.d  been  L;o,)d  ep.ouL:h  t.)  take  eharue  of  ac- 
counts,j'  and.  '"M.  Catteau  h^d  been  speeiallv  ap- 
po.nleti  to  K;ok  after  the  distribution  of  bread." 

-Most  appetising  that  soup  prepared  under  threction 


ol    tlie   l-est 
,1 


Mie 


//'/>  m  me  city.  i  lie  me.^t  and  ^.v... 
vegetables  in  it  were  ikdgian  and  the  peas  Amenean. 
Ste.imm-  hot  in  big  cans  it  was  sent  to  the  communal 
centres,  where  lines  of  people  with  puts,  pitchers,  and 
pails  wait.d  to  recei>e  their  dadv  allowance.  A  de- 
mocrac)-  was  iii  that  bre..d  line  sudj  as  I  have  never 
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seen  anyulicrc  except  ar  S:in  rrancisco  nftcr  the  earth- 
quake. I'acli  person  Iia.l  a  biLie  or  a  yellow  ticket, 
with  number-,  to  be  punched,  like  a  cuniv.uter.  The 
blue  tickets  were  lor  those  who  ha.i  pro\ed  to  the  com- 
munal authorities  tlhit  they  couKl  not  pay;  th,e  vellow 
for  th.)se  who  paid  ti\e  centimes  for  caJi  person 
scr\ed.  A  llutter  of  blue  and  \eliow  tickets  all  o\-er 
Del.^ium.  anA  in  ret  irn  life!  With  cacii  servini^  of 
soup  went  a  loaf  of  the  American  brown  bread.  The 
faces  in  tb.e  line  were  ma  th  )se  of  people  starxini;  — 
they  had  been  sa\ed  from  star\ation.  There  was 
ni/ne  ot  the  emaciation  whiJi  pictures  of  famine  in  the 
< /I'lent  ha\e  m:!de  familial":  but  thev  were  flinched 
laces,  bloodless  Jaccs,  the  i,o.eb  ot  people  on  shtjrt  ra- 
tions. 

1  o  the  Be!,:,f:an  bre.id  is  not  only  tb.e  statT  oi  life:  it 
is  tb.e  le;^s.  .\t  hnmc  wc  tiiiiik  of  bre.iJ  as  somethinj^ 
that  ^oes  uit'i  the  r^st  of  tie  me,;!:  to  t!ie  poorer 
classes  of  IielL;i;!ns  tb.e  rest  of  tb.e  meal  is  sometiiini^ 
that  goes  with  biead.  To  \ou  anil  >.v■^  food  has  iiiersnt 
tile  iia\ment  n{  money  to  the  baker  dn.l  the  lutcher  :md 
the  irrocer,  or  the  hotel'veeocr. 


ill  uet  \  our  monev 


bv  work  or  Irom  in\esfments.      What  if  there  were  no 


bread  to  be  had   for  work  or  mo; 


Sitting  on  a 


mountain  of  i^old  in  the  desert  of  :>ahara  would  not 
quench  tliirst. 

I  hree  b.undred  ^.^rams.  a  minimum  calculation  — 
about  half  wb.at  the  I5i-iti>h  sol.li(.'r  gets  —  w.'s  the 
ration.  1  h  ;t  small  boy  sent  hv  his  mother  gut  li\e 
liKU'es;  li!.,  t.ik.t  called  tor  an  allo\v:mce  for  ;i  familv 
of  ti\e.  .\n  old  woman  got  o;ie  loaf,  for  she  was 
alone  in  the  w(u-!d.  I'-.'ch  dne  as  he  hurried  b\-  had  a 
personal  stcrx-  of  what  u.:r  h.'d  me;int  r  >  him.  They 
answered    \our    questions    fr.m!d\-,    gladl}-.    with    the 
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Bflj;':;!!  (.hccrfiilncss  whiJi  was  anin/inu;  cnnsiili-Tir'.q; 
tlio  circumstarucs.  A  tall,  ciistin^^'uibhcd-Iookiii}^  ir.an 
was  an  artist. 

"  No  work  for  artists  these  days,"  he  said. 

No  work  in  a  comrniinitv  ot  \\'orkcrs  where  every 
link  ot  the  chain  ot  e.'onitinie  lite  h.ul  been  broken. 
Xo  work  for  the  next  man.  a  eh.iulkiii'.  or  the  next,  a 
brass  woiker;  tlie  next,  a  teamster:  ihe  next,  a  bank 
clerk;  the  next,  a  do(jrkeepcr  of  a  (io\ernment  otlice; 
while  tl;e  w;\i>  ot  those  who  st'Il  h.;.!  w.ii'k  were  buv- 
in;j;  in  the  only  market  they  hnd.  Bui  the  husbands  of 
sonic  were  not  at  h'imc.  1  acli  answer  about  the 
absent  one  liad  an  .ippe.d  tli.'t  ncthinir  can  picture  bet- 
ter t!:an  llie  simple  word->  or  t!ie  L.oks  tii.u  ae.om- 
panied  the  words. 


"  riie  la'-t  I  heard  of  m\-  husi).  r.d  l;e  w.;;,  hid 


UinLr  at 


Di\m  ide  —  two  ninnths  a,Lio." 

M  lie  !s  wiuuid.d,  somcwiiere  in  1  Vance." 
".Mi.'ie    was    with    t!)L    arm\',    too.      I    d^n't   know 
whetlicr  lie  is  alive  ur  iKaij.      I   base  nut  luard  since 
Brussels  was  taken.      lie  eannv^t  ^et  uw   k tiers  aivl  I 
cannot  ^et  his." 

Mine  was  killed  at  Ide^e.  b  it  we  lia\'e  a  son." 


■•()    \iiu     out     111 


Ne' 


'r.iska   w!io   l'.u 


e   a    nandlul    of 


wheat  mi;jjht  know  that  siud  ha.ndful  of  w  hea.t  re.iJieJ 
it.->  destination  in  .m  emptv  stoma,  h.  ll  \ou  sent  a  s'.iit 
of  cliulies  or  a  cap  or  a  pair  (d  socks,  come  alfiiL^  to  the 
skatin^L:;-rink.  whe'-e  ice  polo  was  played  and  matclies 
and  carni\als  were  h.ld  in  better  Ja\s,  and  look  on  at 
the  boxes,  paekcvl  ti^hf  with  uifts  of  cver\  manner  oi 
thin;;  that  men  and  women  and  children  wear  except 
silk  h.;ts.  whiJi  are  beinjj;  opeiieil  and  sorted  anil  dis- 
trdnited  into  hastily  constructed  cribs  and  com[\irt- 
ments. 
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A  Belgian  woman  wiiosc  latlur  was  one  ol'  Bel- 
gium's Icatiing  lau\cr>  —  licr  liii>b.in>i  w.is  at  the 
Irunt  —  was  the  hiisv  head  ot  this  uig.inisation,  be- 
cause, ;:s  she  said,  tlie  busier  she  was  the  more  it 
■'  keeps  my  m'.iul  ott  — "'  and  she  d.d  not  finish  the  sen- 
tence. 1  low  many  times  I  heard  that  "  keeps  mv  ininJ 
off  — "  a  se'-.tenee  tli:\t  was  the  n;ore  teUinLi:  inr  not 
beinjj;  linished.  She  and  s^.me  other  women  be^an 
sewinij  and  patuiiii'j;  and  colIeetiiiLC  jirmetits;  "  l>ut 
our  business  grew  sn  last  " — t!ie  business  ot  rehet  is 
tb;'  fine  kind  in  Belg'um  that  does  grow  these  da\s  — 
"  tiiat  nfuv  we  ha\e  hundreds  ol  helpers.  1  begin  to 
leel  th.it  I  a:n  uiiat  you  would  t.dl  in  America  a  cap- 
taincss  ot  industrv." 

Some  ol  the  good  mr)t!iers  in  America  were  a  little 
too  thoughtful  in  tlieir  kindness.  An  odciir  in  a  box 
th.it  had  exidenfK  travelled  across  the  Atlantic  close 
to  the  sltip's  boilers  was  traced  to  the  pocket  of  a  boy's 
suir.  wl'.ich  c(jntained  the  hardlv  distinguishable  re- 
mains of  a  ham  santlwiJi,  meant  to  be  re.uiv  to  h-uui 
for  the  IranLTv  Belgian  boy  who  got  that  suit.  liro- 
kcn  p«.its  Ol  i.'m  were  (juite  Ireij'icnt.  IVut  no  matter. 
Soap  aiul  wa.ter  and  Belgian  industry  savcvi  the  suit, 
it  nf)t  the  sandwich.  Sweaters  and  undercIotb.es  and 
o\ercoats  alniost  new  and  shi.'iv,  (dd  tro^k  coats  and 
trousers  with  hides  in  seat  auvl  knees  miuht  represent 
equal  saci'ilice  on  the  part  of  soi'^--  \.,i^.'c.!n  three 
thousand  miles  awav,  and  all  were  welcome.  Needle- 
women were  gi\  en  work  cutting  up  the  worn-outs  of 


[frown-uvs  and   ma,xmLr 


them 


o\cr 


into  astonishinglv 


good  suits  or  tlresscs  lor  youngsteis. 

"  \\'e'\e  reallv  turned  the  rink  into  a  kir.d  of  ile- 
partjiient  store,"  said  the  ladv.  "  Come  into  fnir  boot 
department.      We  had  some   leather  kit   in   B^'giuni 
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what    v.c    want    to    keep 


tliat  the  Ciermans  diti  not  rcijuijition,  so  \vc  bo'j:;!it  it 
ami  that  ^:i\e  more  i>cl-ians  work  in  the  slioe  haa- 
rlcs.  \\'(jrk,  you  see.  is 
our  niiiuls  o!l  — " 

IJkie  a-iJ  \elh.\v  tickets  here,  too!  Boots  for  chil- 
(!:c:i  utul  th;tk-ser  wmkinj,'  women  and  \\:uery-cveJ  old 
men  !  And  each  was  required  to  leave  beliind  the  pai. 
he  w  as  wearing. 

"  Sonietinies  we  ean  patch  up  tl;e  cast-ofis,  which 
means  work  l..r  rhc  cobblers."  said  the  captaincss  of 
iiuListry.  '•  .\nd  who  are  our  clerks?  Whv,  the 
pc.-p!e  uho  put  r.n  :he  skates  fur  the  patrons  of  the 
nnk,  ot  course  I 

One  coul  •        •  • 

-1 


write  xdluriies  o.i  this  systematic  relief 

m 
1^  ip. 


uork,  the  IniMnesslikc  industry  of  succouring  Ik'L'ium 


men  stra^f- 


tiy  tile  [lusinesshru;  Ikd^ians,  v.ith  A'lKric.in 
Certainly  one  c:!niiot  lca\e  out  tho-.:;  ,,! 
glers  from  Eouvain  and  Brup;es  :;nd  (  dient  —  \  encr- 
able  children  witli  no  ottsprinu;  to  ^'i\-L-  tiicm  paternal 
care  — who  took  their  turn  in  iicnlivj,  breaii,  which 
they  soaked  ihoroughly  in  their  soup  for  reasons  tiiat 
would  be  no  mihtary  secret.  n'.>t  even  in  the  military 
zone.  On  Christiras  Day  an  American,  iiimself  a 
smoker,  tlunkin-  uh:!t  chiss  of  childre:'  lie  could  make 
liappiest  on  a  limited  purse,  remembered  the  rin^ 
around  tlie  sto\  e  and  boui^ht  a  basket  of  cheap  briar 
pipes  and  tobacco.  Hv  Christmas  ni^ht  some  tooth- 
less .uums  were  sore,  but  a  bealitie  smile  of  satiation 
phived  in  white  !ie;irds. 

Nor  .an  one  Ie;!\e  out  the  very  youn-  babies  at 
Iv'W.c,  \\!io  i4,t  their  milk  if  <rrown  people  don't,  and 
the  older  babies  lie\ond  milk  hut  not  vet  old  cnoui^di 
ior  breavi  and  meat,  who^e  m.ftiiers  return  fro.m  the 
bread  line  to  brin-  their  cliildren  to  another  line,  where 


CHRISTMAS  IN  RFLGIl'M 


139 


tiiey  got  portions  of  a  sirupy  mixture  uliiJi  t!ir)sc  nlio 
know  say  is  the  ri.Lilit  priAcn.icr.  <  )n  bucli  ucc.isions 
men  arc  (juirc  iKlpLsi.  1  liev  cm  luilv  look  on  with 
a  ivi)\j,  ill  the  throat  at  p.ilc.  impropL-rlv  nc.nishcil 
mothers  \\;th  h;i;uiles  ol  [intL'ir.al  iinnhxHl  anJ 
womanhoud  in  their  nrnis.  lor  tliis  was  woman's 
work  f'lr  \\('ni:;n.  licli^ian  uomen  ot  e-  cry  class 
joined  in  it:  tlie  e(ini|K-retU  wile  nt  ;i  workman,  or  the 
wife  of  ;i  milHonairc  v,  h'l  h.id  to  walk  like  ever\lvidy 
cKc  now  tiiat  her  automobile  was  requisitioned  by  the 
army. 


1- 


'up-e'.  eJ 


,.  1. 


apj^rcssuc  chil- 


cliiUiren,  ru.!^l\-eheei<e>. 
drcn.  ninehcd-taced  ciiil  Iren.  kept  uarm  In  sweaters 
that  some  American  or  I  .nulish  children  spared,  happy 
in  that  they  did  not  know  what  their  ciders  knew  I  Not 
the  danger  of  phvsical  star\'ation  so  much  as  the  actual 
i>rcscnce  of  m.'iKal  sMrwiti.'n  was  the  tiling  that  jiot 
en  our  ner\es  In  a  land  where  the  sun  is  se'doin  seen 
in  winter  -dv.d  rainy  da\s  are  the  rule.  It  was  bad 
cnou;.;h  in  the  "  /f)ne  of  occupation,"  so  called,  a  line 
rimninp;  from  Antwerp  pa*;t  Brussels  to  Mons.  One 
could  guess  v.lut  it  was  like  in  the  mdi^ary  zone  to  the 
wcstw.rd.  where  only  an  occasional  American  relief 
representative  mi,%'ht  go. 

i  iiis  is  not  saving  tliat  the  Ciermnns  were  strkrer 
than  necessary,  if  ue  excuse  th.e  exasperation  of  their 
militarism,  in  order  to  prexent  information  from  p:iss- 
ing  nut  when  a  multituile  of  Belgians  wouKl  ha\e  risked 
tl. ur  lives  glatli}-  to  help  the  Allies.  One  spy  bringing 
accurate  information,  migiit  cost  the  (jeniian  army 
thousands  of  casualties:  [U'rhaps  decide  the  tate  of  a 
campaign.  I  hcv  saw  the  Belgkins  as  enemies.  I  hey 
were  fighting  to  take  the  lix'es  of  their  enemies  and  save 
tiieir  ovv-n  lives,  which  made  it  tui;,_;h  for  them  and  fur 
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fhc  rrtiuli  ariil  ilic  Bvh'ish  —  ton-:      il  rounJ.  but  very 
IMiticularlv  tiniu'fi  ("v  Hcl;,'i;ins. 

It  was  ^M,ul  t'nr  .1  \a^r.!nt  Arruriean  to  ilitu-  at  the 
Anicrli  an   Legation,    ulicic    Mr.   aiij    Mrs.    Wliitlock 
uirc   lar.   vtTV    Tar.   I'rorn  the  da\s  m    Inlaid,   Ohio 
where  he  was  inavcr.      Some  saiii  th..:  the  |)laee  of  the 
Minister  to  Hel-ium  was  at  I  lavre.  where  the  Bel^'ian 
(...\er[iiiient  lia^l  its  otilees;  Init  neiih.  r  Whitloek'tior 
the  Belgian  people  thought  so.  nor  the  (.errnan  Ciov- 
ernnient.  of  late,  since  they  had  reahsed  his  prestige 
with  the  Belgians  ami  how  they  wouK]  hsten  to  hirn  in 
anv  crisis  uhm  tlieir  passi(.ns  iiii;.r!it  Iireak  the  bonds 
ot  wisdo;n.      I  Iiiqh  (.ihson.  bein^  the  omnipresent  Sec- 
retary ol    Legation  in   four  hinj.,ruams.  naturally  was 
also  present.      We   recalled  ilinini;' to-ether  in  Hon- 
duras, when  lie  was  in  tlie  thick  of  \e\ations. 

I  rouble  accommodatingly  waits  for  him  where\er 
he  j4(.es.  because  he  has  a  ^ift  for  takin<r  care  of 
trouble,  m  the  ascendency  of  a  cheerfid  spirit  ami  much 
knowledge  of  international  law.  His  |. resent  for  the 
Minister  who  daily  received  stacks  of  letters  from  all 
sources  asking'  the  impossible,  as  w<ll  as  from  Ameri- 
cans who  wanted  to  be  sure  that  the  fi;od  thev  s-ive 
was  not  beiriLT  purloined  bv  the  (.ermans,  was  a  rubber 
stanifi.^^  '•  B!ame-it-a!l  —  tliere"s-a-state-:.f-war-In-15el- 
fi'uml  "  which  he  su|:>;ested  miyht  save  t\pewritin^  — 
a  recommendation  which  the  Minister  refused  to  ac- 
cept, not  to  (libscn's  surprise. 

On  tfiat  Christmas  afternoon  and  evening,  the 
people  promenaded  the  streets  as  usual.  Vo.rmi<rht 
li:ue  tliou^du  it  a  eh  ;racteristic  Christmas  afterno^on 
"I-  cNenm^r  except  for  the  landstiirm  parrols.  But 
there  was  an  absence  of  the  old  gaietv.  and  thev  were 
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mnvinij;  as  if  f'rorn  habit  anj  n!n\  injr  was  all  there  w.is 
ro  dc. 

I  hey  had  heard  tlic  s.uintl  of'  the  ^iins  at  Dixniudc 
t'lc  rii,^ht  l)ct'()rc.  Di.In't  the  soiifid  sefni  a  hrtle 
nearer.''  N..  J  he  wind  truin  th.it  liircctidii  was 
bt.-oiiger.      When?     Wh.a  uuiild  the  AHiei  Lome? 


■If 


XI 


1  HI.   F  irr  KL  (ii    r,r  i.(-;;t-m 

A  buffer  .(ate  divided  i,,  itself-  lUr  ideals  i;,  .,.  ,,,•  p,  ..,,,criiy — 
False  sentiment  regarding  the  Belgians  —  Not  a  warlike  feopje 
—  Moral  force  of  he.-  pliitocrary  —  Ruins  e\a;;i;eraied  —  Ger- 
man policy  of  deMruction— "Mass-  K>i;if— A  military  occu- 
pancy, merciless  and  crafty—"  Reprisals"  of  the  Belgians  —  Lou- 
vain— The  bread  line  at  I.iecc- Politics  a.id  Crrtnan  propa- 
panda  — Hrr  Brl-ian  poliry  worthy  of  EnRland  at  her  best — 
Lnt;ia:id  still  true  to  licr  ideals. 

In-  tnrircr  days  the  travel!. r  h.irJIv  tliMi-ht  of  Ecl- 
j4-im  as  p'  sscssiriL,'  patriotic  hn.-noj^rfncitv.  It  was  a 
l.irul  of  two  laiimia-cs,  I  rciuli  ami  I'lcDii^Ii.  I  fc  was 
pii/.'Icd  to  nitct  people  who  looked  like  wcll-tri-do 
ir-cJianics,  artisans,  or  peasants  and  find  tint  t'ley 
co'jid  not  answer  a  simple  (juestion  in  IreiiJi.  'I'iiis 
explained  whv  a  people  so  close  to  I-  r;!;ice.  thoimh  they 
made  Brussels  a  little  Paris,  would  not  join  the  I'rench 
l.unily  and  enter  into  the  spirit  and  body  of  that  ;;rcat 
civihsation  on  tlieir  borders,  wlmse  lan<,nia;^c  was"that 
of  their  own  literature.  Belj^iuin  seemed  "o  have  no 
character,  its  nptionality  was  the  art't'ci,!!  product  of 
Europe  in  politics;  a  butter  divided  in  itself,  uhich 
would  be  neither  1  rcnch  nor  Cernian  nor  dehnitely 
Belgian. 

In  later  times  Belgium  had  prospered,  enormously. 
It  had  de\elop^,'d  tlie  resources  of  the  Concjo  in  a  wav 
th,!t  had  aroused  a  storm  of  eriticisni.  (  tld  Kln:^  ]  ^n. 
pold  made  the  most  of  his  neutral  position  to  i^ain  ad- 
vantages which  no  one  of  the  great  powers  might  enjoy 
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because  of  jealousies.  The  International  Sleeping- 
Car  Company  was  Bel^jian  :n,l  Hel.-Lm  c.ipitali>ts  se- 
cured concessions  here  and  there,  wherever  the  small 
tradesman  mij^ht  slip  into  openings  suitable  to  his  si/c. 
Leopold  was  not  abo\e  erum!)s:  he  made  tiiem  profit- 
able.  Leopold  lil<ed  to  make  money  and  Bel;;iuin 
l;!-wcd  to  n:ake  monev. 

I  ler  defence  guaranteed  b\  neutralirv.  Ikl^ium  need 
have  no  thought  excej^t  of  thrift.  Her  ideals  were 
those  of  prosperity.  No  ambition  of  national  cxp.Tn- 
sion  stirred  her  imagination  as  CJerniay's  was  stirred: 
there  was  no  fire  in  her  soul  as  in  that  of  I'rance  in 
apprehension  of  the  day  when  she  suould  have  to  fi-lit 
toi  her  life  against  Ciermany;  no  natidnal  eausc  to 
harden  the  sinews  of  p.;triotisni.  '1  !ic  immensity  of 
her  urban  population  contributed  its  efiect  in  liepriving 
her  of  the  sterner  stult  of  whivh  warriors  are  tnade. 
Success  meant  more  comforts  and  luxuries.  In  town- 
like  Brussels  ami  Antwerp  this  doubriess  had  its  etiett 
on  the  moralities,  wlii^h  were  hanlly  of  tlie  Ne.v 
EnyL.nd  Puritan  standard.  She  had  a  small  standinij 
ar;ny;  a  militia  system  in  ;iie  [iroces>  of  reform  against 
the  conviction  of  the  maiorIt\.  u:ilike  that  of  the  Swiss 
mountaineers,  tiiat  lielgium  would  never  huv^  uny  n.c  i 
for  soldiers. 

I I  militarism  means  conscription  as  it  exists  in 
1- ranee  and  ( .crmanv.  then  iullitarism  has  improved 
the  physi(iue  of  races  in  an  age  uiien  people  are  lea-.in^ 
the  land  for  the  factory.  The  prospect  of  battle's 
test  unquestionably  developed  certain  stunlv  qualities 
m  a  people  which  can  and  (uig'u  to  be  d.\elwpe,l  in 
some  other  wav  than  with  the  pni,pett  of  spending 
monev  for  shells  to  kill  otfier  peopie. 

With  tiic  world  making  every  Iklg.an  man  a  h.io 
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u'ul  the  unkiinwinfT  conviiiccJ  that  :i  cit:/:.n  s.iKiiery 
=''  '•''•'■.-^'  —  -■■■I'^-pJcJ  bv  the  15e!,^;.iii  sf.;;iJing  army — 
h;ui  r'jsl;e>l  frern  t!ivir  hoii;e^  uiiii  rilks  and  !)eafcn 
Genua)]  in.'antry,  it  is  ri^ht  V>  repeat  t!iat  t!ie  >/.;>- 
pnkr  si^irit  -a..',  unt  universal,  that  at  lu)  time  had 
Bcl;Xium  more  tl:.m  a  hiinJretl  a-vl  iiftv  thousand  men 
under  arms,  v.r.A  th.;.t  nn  the  Dixiiiiide  hne  she  main- 
tamed  newr  m.;re  tlian  eiuhtv  thiu^and  men  .^;it  of  a 
popiihition  of  se.eii  millinris,  u  hieh  slioidJ  v  iJd  from 
se\-en  himdred  thousand  to  a  milh-.n;  while  tiiev  lo,t  a 
K'X'd  deal  of  symy.athv  hoth  in  I'n-hmd  and  ii:  France 
thn.u-h  'he  number  of  a!,ie-l,odied  rcfu^,vs  who  Nvere 
dismehned  to  se-\e.  h  was  a  mist:;i<en  ideahsm  that 
swei^t  ..\.T  t!ie  world  earK  in  the  war.  eharacteri.in- 
a;\  F;le  nation  witli  the  ^alhiLtrv  uf  its  voun-  kinij  and 
his  hrtle  army. 

The  spirit  of  the  P.oers  or  of  tlie  Minute  Men  at 
Fexini^on  was  not  in  the  Hd-ian  people.  !t  e(.ul  1  t 
h'-  (r.::,i  their  \ervsiri:ation  and  method  of  hfe.  d'hey 
^hd  n-'t  heheve  in  war;  thev  did  r.,  t  expeu  to  praJ- 
tue  uar:  Init  war  cv.me  to  tliem  out  of  the  still 
h!ue  heavens,  as  it  came  to  the  inosp.rous  Ficas  of 
1  eru. 

\\  here  one  was  wronir  was  In  his  expectation  t!iat 
her  hankers  and  capitaliMs  —  an  aristocracy  of  monev 
not_^.Nu,  to  til.  Ml-  me  life  — and  her  manufacturers, 
artisans,  and  tr.uF;,.  ,f  nut  her  peasants,  uonld  .oon 
rra^e  truce  uitliCa'sir  for  individual  pn,;it.  Therein, 
bei-ium  showed  that  she  was  n>n  lackin-  in  tlie  nionl 
spirit  winch,  with  the  >/;//Vv;^,  •.,  h..an,e  a  ti:duing 
'I''''',-  '^  seemed  as  it  the  metal  of  nianc  JJehdans, 
slrm.  to  a  uh;te  heat  in  the  furnace  of  war,  had  cooled 
under  (.erm.oi  oca:patiun  to  t;ie  tem!>ered  steel  of  a 
new  nationalism. 
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\Vlicn  vfHi  trawHcJ  over  Ikl-iuiT'  afrcr  it  was 
pn.cificJ,  (I'.c  lo^ic  of  (jcrinan  iticiImiIs  Iw.inic  clc;ir. 
\Vh:U-  was  hap!i:!/ai\l  in  tlicir  rei-,,  ..f  f,.;-,-,,,-  ums  (h;c 
to  the  inevitable  excesses  of'  a  solJierv  takin-r  the  cal.a- 
lated  reJress  onlerej  hv  superiors  as'licencc  in  the  lirst: 
red  passion  .-.t  war  r-.  a  w,;r-mad  natiim,  wlil.h  ws 
sullen  because  the  Hc!:;;::ns  had  ,;.,t  ^i^e!l  up  the  kevs 
ot  r!ic  L,Mtc  to  I  r.iiue. 

1  he  e\rciu  (>(  the  ruins  in  Ikd-iuin  east  of  the  Vser 
h.:s  been  eNa-L:erated.  'J'liev  were  the  lirst  r:iins,  luo^t 
photo-raphed.  tno^t  adv-ertlsed ;  bad  enn.;;;h.  inexcus- 
able  enou_:,rh,  afid  warrantedlv  eausiiiLT  a  s:h!1  n{  h,,,:Tur 
throii-hout  t!ie  ei\ilised  worid.  We  liave  heard  all 
about  them,  i-iind.  while  luarin-  n(uhi;^-  :i\una  tho^e  in 
l-orraine.  uhu'e  the  li.uarian^  exceeded  I'ru-^ian  ruth- 
lessness  in  repri-ds.  j  mean,  tliat  to  ha\e  r.ad  t!ic 
newvpiiper.  in  earlv  September.  i'yi4.  „r,e  would  h.  ve 
thouuhr  that  h.df  the  towns  of  IJeJ^M,,,,,  were  Jihri^, 
while  the  truth  i>  th::t  nnly  a  small  pereent.'je  are — 
those  in  tlie  p.at.h  of  t!-e  (,erm.m  arnn's  ad'.  :mce. 
Jwo-thirds  of  I.nu\.dn  itself  is  unh,:rmed;  tliMu^h  the 
laet  alone  of  its  venerable  lilirarv  beinL,^  in  adies  is 
siiflieient  outra-e.  if  not  nninher '  buildm.L;  h;id  been 
harmed. 

J  lie  (.erman  army  planned  destruction  with  all  the 
rcfiularitv  that  it  billeted  troops,  ,,r  re-pii^itioned  sup- 
plies, or  laid  war  indem.-iities.      h  ,Y:A  ,u)t  destrov  bv 


dehberatelv 


nurned 


no:r.es. 


sliells     e\dusi\elv.       It 

No  matter  wliether  the  owners  were  inno.ent  nr  not, 

the  h:);nes  were  b.r-ed  as  an  exari'ple.      'I  he  p.rii;.i;de 

applied   was   th,'     of   punishlnij;   half   a    .ln/a\    or   all 

the  boys  in  t!ie  eiass  m  the  hope  oi  -eltin-  the  real 

cul[irit. 

Cold  ruins  inark  blocks  where  sniping'  was  thought 
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in  Jriiiiua!,  accoi\!intr  to  tlic  u  . 
\fvr.      Xo  cl(;i;bt  tlicrc  wis  » 


tn  i'-,a\  c  occurred.  The  ricrmans  insist  'hat  tlicirs  was 
tlic  mcrcifi.l  uay.  Kti,^  ;...•  Kr:c,/.  When  a  huiijrcj 
c;ti/c:i,  vt  Lou\ain  were  .liaihereti  aii-i  s!i(;t  heeause 
they  V.  ere  the  'irs^t  iiti/en^  of  I,(;u\ain  tu  hand,  the  yur- 
pusewas^  security  of  tl;e  mass  at  the  e\}Hai>c  of  the 

a'--iv\\ar  niachirio  reason- 
re  \\::s  lirini^  on  derinan  trnops  hy 
civihans.  What  did  the  (.er;iians  cxpeet  af:,T  d^e  w..y 
that  thev  had  inxaded  ikd-iuni?  [f  th..v  had  both- 
LTid  with  trials  and  inve^ti-ati.>Ms.  th.e  C('n^|!ier(jr,s  say, 
snii-iii-  nould  have  kept  up.  '1  hev  inav  Ii.ue  takJii 
nino.ent  h\es  and  !nir:u'il  the  l-.onies  of  the  innocent, 
they  admit:  iuit  their  defence  is  that  th.treln  t!iev  saved 
n\iny  thiHisands  of  th.eir  soldier^  and  of  Ikl-'aiis,  and 
j->i-e\ented  tl:e  feud  between  the  rulers  and'the  ruled 
trom  lieuMiiin^r  more  em'nittered. 

^nip!i;;^r  o\\':\  the  next  sti.p  in  policy  uas  to  keep  the 
population  ijuiet  witli  the  minimum  of  soMiery,  which 
woujd  pernnt  a  m,:\inuim  at  the  fro'u.  In  a  thickly- 
settled  country,  so  -asilN'  policed,  in  a  lan.d  with  tlie 
i'opulation  ii-iured  to  peace,  th.e  wiMiom  .f  k^ej^ing 
(]U!et  was  soon  e\ident  to  the  petuple.  W....t  if  Ijuers 
liad  been  in  the  Helgians"  place?  Would  thev  ' 
attempted  uuerrilla  warf.;re?  Would  \ou  or  I 
to  hrmu;  dc^iiaiction  on  nei^hboui's  in  a'  la 
anv  ruial  fastnesses  as  a  /■,;/,/,■;:  <•//.>  for  operations? 
<  hie  could  tell  only  if  a  section  of  our  countrv  were 
iiuadctl. 

.■\  Inirned  block  costs  less  than  a  dead  Cierm.in 
sokiier.  J  he  s\stem  was  eJlicacious.  It  was  ttierci- 
Icssness  mixed  with  craft.  When  Prussian  brusqu':. 
r.ess  was  lound  to  be  unnecessarilv  irritating;  to  the  pop- 
ulation, causin-  rash  Hel-ians  to  turn  desperate,  the 
tdders  ot  the  baxon  .md  JJaNaria.n  co-reh-ionists  were 
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called  in.  Thcv  were  a!iii:;b!e  fithcrs  ci  f.i;iiilios,  v.!;o 
\vf)uKl  i)bcy  orders  withnut  [dW,:v^  the  law  itKo  tlicir 
own  hands.  I  he  oceufvitlon  was  strietiv  niilitarv.  It 
concerned  itselt  with  the  l)uslness  of  national  suiloea- 
tion.  All  the  I'linetions  of  the  nati.ni.d  ( .ovcrninent 
uvre  in  Cieniian  li  ;nds.  IJ  ;t  IJelu'ian  pdliAiiien 
guided  tlic  street  tratiic,  arrested  culprit-.  i.'V  (.rdi-iarv 
misdemeanours,  and  todk  them  lK'h>re  i^elijian  indues. 
This  concession,  which  also  meant  a  savinu  in  soldiers. 
onl  ,■  a-:4ravated  to  the  Hel-ian  the  rejj;ulations  directed 
a^;iinst  his  personal  freciioni. 

'*  I'.at,  drink,  ami  li\  e  as  usual.  Cio  to  \our  own 
pohce  courts  (or  niisdeme^'nours."  was  the  (ierman 
ed;ct  m  a  word;  "  but  ren'.emher  that  ours  is  the  riiili- 
tnry  power,  jvid  m,  act  tli't  aids  the  enemv.  tliat  helps 
the  cause  of  Ikl^ium  in  this  war,  is  permittetl.  i  !h- 
ser\-e  tli.'.t  particular  aifuhc  about  a  spv.  please.  lie 
was  shot." 

At  e\erv  opportunity  the  ne!u;ians  were  told  that  tfie 
Br.tish  and  tlie  I-"rench  could  r.e\e/  cumc  t  i  their 
rescue.  I  lie  Allies  were  beaten.  It  u  ,i .  tlie  Uritisli 
V.  b.o  got  lielgium  i;ito  trouble;  tlie  15ritish  who  were 
responsible  lor  the  idleness,  the  i>enui-\,  the  lumber, 
and  the  suttering  in  I'eluium.  '1  he  British  had  used 
I'el^iusn  as  a  cat's-paw;  then  thev  had  deserted  her. 
B..t  Belgians  remained  mostlv  unconvinced.  'J'iiey 
were  making  war  witii  mi::d  and  >pirit,  if  not  with 
arnis. 

"  We  know  how  to  su^Ter  in  Beluiurn,"  said  a  Bel- 
gum  un  i^r.  "  Our  ability  to  suMer  ami  to  hold  fast  to 
our  liearihs  has  kept  us  going  thi-nui^h  the  centuries, 
rieniish  and  I'rench.  \\c  ha\c  stubborn;ies5  in  com- 
mon. Now  a  ru:Han-has  come  into  our  house  .i::d 
taken  us  by  the  tiiroat.     He  can  choke  us  to  death,  or 
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he  cnn  slnulv  starve  us  to  licath,  hut  Ik-  Laiviot  make 
us  yic!J.      No,  wc  sh.il!  rcxcr  I'nri.nvc  !  " 

'■    VlUi,    Inn,    hate.    ttlCIl  'f  "     I    aSKLvj. 

"(n  cdursc  I  h.'ic.  \\)i-  t'.-j  IJi--,t  riiiK-  in  ir.v  life 
I  knu'.v  what  ir  1^  to  hate:  aiul  m)  do  my  count rv;iicn. 
I  hci^in  to  enjoy  niy  liate.  It  Is  one  of  the  prlvile^es 
ol  our  present  e\i^.tcnte.  Wc  catmot  starui  on  chairs 
ami  tables  as  t.hey  Uo  in  IJci'lin  cai'es  and  .-irr^  uur  hate, 
but  no  one  can  stop  .lur  liatin;^  in  seeri.t." 

Hesiiie  the  latest  v,rhi,it!i  n.l  remilition  of  Bel- 
gian coiuliiet  on  (lie  eit\  walls  .re  posted  (  ..rnian  utii- 
cial  new^  bulletins.  'I'lie  Bcl:.Mans  stojij.ed  to  re.ui; 
they  paused  to  reread.  And  these  were  the  rare  (jc- 
casions  when  the\  smiled,  and  they  liked  to  ha\e  a  Ger- 
man '^entrv   s^c  iha.r  smile. 

"  Pdiir  /(■.<  iiifiiiil.s.' "  the\'  whispered,  as  if  talkin;^ 
to  one  anotiier  ai^.nit  a  ntilic.  little  -nes,  be  jfoud ! 
Here  is  a  new  f.dr\-  tale  ! 

When  a  (lernian  \\anted  to  buv  sornerhin;^  he  Ljot 
fri;^id  polit.;;ess  and  attention  —  w  rv  fi-i-'d,  tellin<^ 
politeness  —  fi-om  the  clerk,  which  said: 

"  Beast!  lii\:;derl  I  do  not  ask  \(ni  to  bu\,  but 
as  vou  ask,  1  sell;  and  as  I  sell  i  hate!  1  hate!!  1 
hate!!!  " 

An  ottleer  entering:  a  shop  and  seeinrr  a  picture  of 
KiiiLT  .\lbert  on  the  w  all.  sai^l : 

I  he  i/rders  .irc  to  take  that  tlouu!  " 

"Bat  don't  \ou  love  \(jur  Kaiser?"  asked  the 
woman,  who  kept  the  shop. 

"  Certainh  !  " 

"  Antl  1  io\e  tin-  KinL^l  "  was  t!v  an^^win-.  "  I  like 
to  look  at  h;s  pieture  just  as  much  as  )ou  like  to  look  at 
Vuur  Ka.ser's." 
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"  I  li.ul  not  th(!u-ln  ni  it  in  that  ua\  !  "  salJ  t!ic 
officer. 

fnJccJ.  It  1^  \cry  harJ  for  anv  conqueror  to  tliiii'.  or 
It  in  tliat  way.      So  the  picture  reniaincil  0:1  tlic  wall. 

Ilnw  many  soKhers  wouKl  it  take  to  enforce  t!ic 
re^rulation  that  no  Hel.^ian  was  to  wear  the  \],]j].\n 
colours?  Imaj^ine  thousanJs  and  t.housaiu!.  of  1  -J. 
^Ulrnl  men  inovin};  about  anJ  plu.kin--  Kin^;  Alt^errs 
i.icc  or  the  black,  vellow  anj  re, I  from  I^d^ian  button- 
'.'"'^■^'  ,  ^"^^'M.ner  uojld  ;,  b;;:ronliole  he  cleared  in 
Iront  than  the  emblem  wouki  appear  in  a  button!,.  !e 
i!i  thc_  rear.  The  J.andsturm  would  face  counter, 
ibmk.  Jrontal,  and  rear  attacks  in  a  most  amusin;,'  mili- 
tary ni:!n.u\re,  which  would  put  those  middle-a-ed 
con.iiHTors  fearfully  out  of  breath  and  be  rare  s;u)rt 
t'T  the  Bel-lans.  Vou  could  not  arrest  the  wliole 
population  and  lead  them  oM  to  jail;  and  if  vou  bavo- 
rutcd  ■  few  —  wliidi  reallv  those  phle^niatic' comfort- 
_ble  old  Land>tur;iis  would  not  ha\e\he  heart  to  do 
bT  such  a  little  thin.i:  — whv.  it  would  ^.t  into  the 
American  press  and  the  Berlin  rorci.un  Otfice  would 
sa\' : 

■■  There  you  are,  vou  soldiers,  breakin^r  all  the  crock- 
ery aj2;ainl  " 

In  the  smaller  towns,  where  the  ^lermans  were  bil- 
leted m  Bel^rian  houses,  of  course  tlu  hosts  had  to 
s^r\-e  their  unwelcome  ;,niests. 

"  "i  et  we  man,i:;ed  to  let  them  know  wiiaf  was  in  our 

hearts."  said  one  woman.      "  Some  tried  to  be  friendly. 

i  hey  said  they  li:id  wives  ami  ch^'dren  at  home;  and 

we  said:      '  How  ^lad  \our  wi\es  and  children  would 

be  to  see  you!      Whv  don't  you  uo  home?  '  " 

When  u  report  reached  the  commander  in  Ghent 
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;,..!.  ail  old  man  had  conccaL\i  arms,  a  sergeant  with  a 
^  :a.c!  WIS  sent  t')  starch  the  house. 
1  e...  my  sun  has  a  rii'.e." 

"  '/v'hirc  is  it?  "' 
_  "  I.i  his  hanJs  on  tlie  'i'ser,  if  he  is  not  dead,  mon- 
'.•  .i.r.      \(>u  are  wcl.imc  lo  scarvh,  nunisijur." 

I:elj,Mu:n  was  i!..vc!(i[.in;^r  a  new  humour:  a  humour 
at  the  expense  of  the  Cjcrinans.  In  Uilj-  h.-.mcs  thev 
mimicked  their  rulers  as  I'reely  as  ti^.ev  |  lease.'.  'I'o 
carrv  mimicry  into  tiie  streets  tiieant  arret  fm-  t!ic  el  I- 
ers,  !)ut  n;,t  always  i'.u-  the  chihlren.  V.u  ha\e  heard 
the  story,  wh:.;i  is  true.  (;t"  how  s.mhc  -amins  i-ut  car- 
rots in  old  bowler  h.;;.  to  rei^resent  thc^spikcs  of  Ger- 
maii  Helmets,  and  at  their  le.ider's  Commana  oi  -  On 
to  I'.ins!  ■'  il.'d  a  gooi,e-steM  backwards 
(.'ther  v.  ::;Ji  \ou  nur.    n  .r  l!.i\e  h.ard  of  a  sirall 

\vlu)  put  on  grandfather's  sj'ecraeles,  a  pill... 

his  coar,  and  a  card  on  his  c;:n.  "  Ofiicer  of  the  I.and- 
sturn;."  ^  I  Is,-  comjuerors  li.'d  eiV'u^h  sense  :i,.t  to  !n- 
teriere  with  the  battalion  v.hivii  u.i,  takin-  IViri-;;  lui: 
the  pseido-l.andstiirin  oilicer  was  Jia.ed  into  a  door- 
way and  ijot  a  cu!t  after  his  placard  uas  taken  away 
Iri.'-n  h:i:!. 

W  h'jn  a  united  paSiic  op'nion  fa:es  h>\-or.ets  it  is  not 
altogether  helpless  to  reply.  By  thJ  atmospheric 
force  of  mass  it  eni.\\s  a  ei  ii(]uesr  of  its  own.  If  a 
(icriiKMi  o.-ver  or  soldier  entered  a  street  car.  wjtr.eii 
drew  aside  m  a  wa\  to  iruiicate  tliat  tliev  Xd  not  \^Mr.t 
their_.-,Mrments  Cintaminated.  I'e.-ple  •,■,  alked  hv  t;,.' 
sentries  in  the  streets  ^i\-inii-  t':ein  room  rs  vou  wo;:!d 
gi\e  a  mangv  dcg  room.  \et  as  if  tl-ey  did  not  see  ;:■  • 
sentries:  as  if  m)  sentries  existed. 

The  (.er:!ians  said  that  ihev  wanted  to  be  friaidlc. 
I  hey  even  expressed  surprise  that  the  Helgians  would 
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not  return  their  advances.  They  suit  out  invitations 
to  social  twncLi"!ib  in  iii  u-^'-'ls,  !n:t  no  one  came  —  nut 
even  to  a  b.ill  .L,ivcM  hy  tiie  ^'.Kli^.:•^  to  tii.  Jau.i;hters  ot 
the  poor.  Be!;'iuni  stared  its  ir.hospitality.  its  con- 
teiiipt,  its  cyni.;il  drolleries  at  tlie  invatler. 

1  i.v. i't  ti;,r!-.i:;;j;  ol  a  stury  1  heard  in  Ahiska  of  a 
n'.an  v.l.o  iiad  ^ii(),>.i  iii.-nscll  \ell)\v  by  cheatinjr  his 
partner  out  oi  a  nijie.  1  le  a.ppearcd  one  ila\  liun:;ry 
at  a  cabiii  ocaip;ed  liy  h  ilf  a  d.)/cn  men  who  knew 
him.  T};ey  rjave  him  Uxh!  and  a  bunk  tliat  n'^jht:  thev 
j:a\-e  !i:m  brea:J'a.,r;  they  e\en  carried  his  bl.mka  ruH 
oi;L  to  his  sled  I'.n.l  ii.in-;eNsed  liis  d"j^s  as  a  hint,  and 
sav.-  him  ^o  witliuut  one  man  ha\!n;^  spoken  U)  h:ii\. 
\o  matter  il  tliat  man  beliewd  he  l'.;.d  done  no  \\\  'r^^, 
Ik-  '-wudd  h.:\e  iie-\!ed  a  r! 


I  rnmoecros  Mute  nut  to  ha\c 
teh  tins  si!e:K-e.  buJi  treali!ic;:t  the  i5elj,;jns  ha\-e 
given  til  tl'ie  (.ermans,  except  tiiat  t'-.e-e  h;i-nis!ied  the 
shelter  a'ul  harnesscil  t!ie  te:"n  lind.'r  dure'.s,  as  thev 


so    specitically    nulieate 


evei'N 
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No    woniler, 

tlien,  thi.it  tliL-  (jKI  1  a;1.i^l'artll  ;.';i'''''''-i^.  Vi'^cd  at  home  to 
sa\;nj.'  " //'/t-  iji-'hl:/ "  and  mi:;!!^  a  cheery  answer 
from  the  people  they  /assed  in  the  street^,  were 
ionelv. 

Niit  only  stubborn,  but  shiev.d,  these  Belnians. 
Ij.iih  ijualities  were  bnvjf^ht  out  in  tb.e  officials  who  had 
to  deal  with  tiie  (lermans,  p;irticulari\  in  t;-.e  small 
towns  and  wl.ere  destruction  IkuI  been  unr^t.  lake, 
f'lr  example,  M.  Nei'incv.  ot  I.ouwain,  v.iio  has  enert^y 

I'i.an 


enoi;i:n  to  carrv  hun  !vjo\antl\   throuL;n  an 


Ame 


political  campaign,  speakir.i;  fr.an  mi-rn:nLj  fi  mid- 
nii,dit.  I  le  had  b-en  v\  America.  I  insisted  that  he 
ou;Tht  to  L';\e  up  his  i>rofessorship,  get  naturalised,  and 
run  for  otHce  at  home.  I  know  that  he  would  soon  be 
mavor  ot  a  town,  or  in  Co:i;jres3. 


I 
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W'licn  tlu'  \\;ir  ho^an  he  w.is  [i-oiVssor  of  ir.t.'-na- 
tiun.il  l.iw  at  llic  aiuiciit  uiii\crs;ry  uhnsc  walls  al  nc 
stanJ.  surruiiiuliriMT  the  allies  of  its  priceless  volume^, 
across  fi-i;i;i  the  ruined  cathedral.  Wiih  the  burj^o- 
rnastcr  a  reii,;'je  Ire:)-,  the  hn;Ti)r>  ol  tiiat  <.)rj,'y,  liC 
turned  n;,iii  ol  action  on  helialf  (if  t!;.-  lieni'n-aliscd  pco- 
[de  of  t!ie  tow  n  v.  ith  a  thoi;'.and  homes  in  ridns.  \'cry 
lucky  tlie  chent  i;i  its  lawver.  I  Ic  is  the  kind  of  man 
v^■!l()  iiiak.s  the  liesl  of  the  sitii.-.tion ;  picks  up  the 
Irapnents  of  tlie  pitei;er.  cements  them  :(i,;.t!i.r  \\!,!i 
the  first  matenal  at  h.md.  and  j^oes  for  more  miKv. 
It  \' :!s  lie  wh.i  ^lit  a  (ierm:;n  coitmiander  to  si,L;n  an 
aijreernent  r,'  t  lo  "  kill  hum.  or  plunder"  atiy  more, 
and  tlie  s!,L',n:.  \'.  ere  it;!!  up  im  M!;iie  houses  sa\iiv:^  t!)::t 
I  his  li(^i!;,e  is  r.ot  to  he  hLirned  except  bv  otiicird  <;r- 
dvrr 

d'here  In  t!ie  I  Intel  de  \'i!!e,  v,  lii^h  is  (juite  un- 
harmed, h.e  had  liih  oliiee  \^;t'i:n  r',;LeIi  <>{  tfie  (ijri:ian 
C(i;;i:!;;;,vd.r.  lie  vield.d  to  Cesar  and  protecto-d  his 
own  p^.t[>ie  d.i\-  in  .md  i!.;\  out,  (.liplomatic,  w.iteiiful, 
Beltn.:!!.  And  iie  w  ,  s  cheenii!.  Wi-u  otlier  people 
Could  haw  pres;.r\ed  a;iy  N-esti.ue  (if  ill  S.Mnet:m(.s 
one  woiuiered  if  ir  were  nf)t  part!)  iji:e  to  a:i  ahseiice 
ol  keen  iirrw-s.nsllvllties,  or  t.i  s  'me  ot.'ier  of  the 
trairs  v  h'cli  are  a  product  of  the  luliii.m  liothouse  atid 
BelLMUM  iiih.im.mee. 

I  ir.:;:lir  tJd  \ou  about  M.  Xerincx's  currency  s\s- 
te;:i:  I.  w  lie  is>ued  pny^jv  prom:>es  to  ]iay  when  he 
!i:a\e  employment  to  the  idle  in  repairing  those  I  "uses 
vd'ch  permitted  of  hun-j;  rep-.irid  aud  cle.!;.  '  -'le 
Streets  ot  iL'i.'iis,  till  ridnL-d  l.ouwiin  looked  as  ship- 
shape :^s  ruined  Po:"peii:  and  how  he  u.,t  a  little  real 
ruune)    irom  iiruoSeU  to  stop  depreciation  wl^n  tlic 
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orckci'pcrs  c.inic  to  lii;!i  .iiul  b.iid  that,  tlicy  ti.ui  slacks 
jt  iws  iii.t-s  w.'mJi  fi!)  i;icrcantilc  coiucrn  wuuki  cash. 
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came butter-t:ngered.      Sj  tliat  luead  line  at  Li(!''4e  was 
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lon;:^,  its  (jiicuc  stretching  the  hrcruhh  of  the  c:u!;e Jral 
square. 

As  most  of  the  rcL'iihir  Gcrmnn  ofliccrs  in  Hcl^Iiim 
were  cav;.] rur.cn  —  there  was  noching  for  cavalry  to 
do  on  tl:c  Aisne  line  of  trenches — ^^it  was  (juito  in 
keepinrr  that  the  aide  to  the  commandant  of  I.iejTc, 
whr)  looked  after  my  pass  to  leave  the  coiintrv,  shoiili 
he  a  yniing  otiiccr  (.f  11  is^nrs.  lie  spoke' F.n-jlish 
v.ell:  he  was  anii--blc  and  ;ntelli<renr.  Wliile  I  wJired 
f.T  (he  commandant  to  si-n  the  pa'^s  he  c!i:'.tted  of  his 
"dxcntures  on  the  pursuit  of  tlie  Hritisli  t  >  the  Marne. 
I'he  Mritish  fou;:ht  like  lievds  1;-  ■■.,],],  it  was  a  ijjcs- 
tion  if  tlieir  new  army  would  he  so  ^ond.  I  le  shov.ed 
me  a  pJK-to-rai-h  of  himself  in  a  Hriiisli  Tommv's 
(!'.  eri  oaf. 

'■  W  !i  n  we  took  some  prisf-ners  I  was  ''iterc  ;  d  '  • 
their  ovcr^'iats."  lie  e\p!  ;Ined.  "  I  ;",k -d  one  (■{  [h<- 
l  omir.ies  i'>  ]■  r  i:ie  tr^  i.n  iiis.  It  fitted  tnc  perfeetly. 
si)  1  krpt  it  as  a  souw-iir  nnil  liad  this  ['h<^tot^'r.!i'!i 
made  to  diinv  !;".   friends."' 

iVrh.aps  a  shade  ;)f  surprise  pa'-  cd  o\>-r  ;ii',-  f;-,ce. 

"  "V'lnMi'u't  understand,"  he  said.  "  i  li;;t  r.;n:r!\' 
ir;d  t')  L'ive  u-.e  his  coat  I      1  !e  was  a  prisoner." 

<  ).!  niv  wa\  out  fr.;;!i  l.Unc  I  v  .is  to  see  \'i^e  —  the 
town  ol  th.e  <.,^itewa\-  —  th.e  lirst  tuwn  n\  the  war  t  ; 
sulier  from  frl^dufuiiiess.  1  iiad  il;,u!-iit  of  it  as  i  r- 
tirely  i;estniyei!.      A  part  of  it   h.::d  survived. 

A  der..;!;lfid  (■Kl  iiaw.rian  I.aiidstu!-;;!  man  seareh.ed 
n-e  I  r  ewntradiand  letters  when  o:ir  cart  -^tirped  tm 
th.e  ikli'ian  side  n\  a  harriLa^Je  at  .Maastricht,  wit'i 
Dutch  soldiers  <;n  the  otiier  side.  Ills  examinati  ii 
was  a  little  perfunctnry,  ahr.ost  apnhi^etic,  and  he  did 
want  Hi  he  Iriendlv.  Voii  ^ues^ed  tii.it  he  was  think- 
in;;  lie  would  like  to  go  around  the  corner  and  have 


THE  rUTURF  OF  P.ririirM         , 


>.> 


"rill  (7/,/.>  /^/cr  "  r::!h(.T  tli:!n  search  n).-.  Wli.it  a 
hearty  " //«/  re /V, /(/ >,/;,•;/ .'  "  he  q.i\c  rnc  wlicn  he  saw- 
that  I  was  iiKlitv.'il  t'l  !iL'  fricnJIy,  too! 

I  was  glad  to  be  arrnss  that  frontier.  wi;!i  a  \:\^t 

stamp  un  my  Piissirrulicin;  ^!a(.i  to  Ik-  out  of  the  I.niJ 

of  those  jjhostlv  Belgian  millions  in  their  li\  in^  death; 

■    1   to    h:i    c   to    aiisuiT    a^.iiii    tlirir    ;M\'eiioiisly 

...s;-!ered     "When?"      When     wduld     t!.e     Allies 

.     Ml.;? 

'  '\c  next  time  t!: 't  1  was  in  BcLmumi  it  v.  i>  in  I'lc 
'i   l.:'ies  ()!   the   ^  [^res  salient,   tv.o  mniitlis  later. 

..^n  idiouKl  1  be  next  in  ilrussels?  With  a  victorious 
"-■'tiih  arm\-,  I  hoped.  A  lon;^  wait  it  wis  to  Ik*  f(  r 
a  conquered  people.  listeniriL;  each  ilav  and  tryin;^  to 
tli;:ik  th.'.i  tlie  s.  ar.d  of  j^un-tire  v,  .is  ikmi\t. 

'1  lie  stubborn,  passive  resistance  and  self-sicriticc 
that  I  have  pictured  was  that  of  a  moral  leadership 
of  a  majority  shaminij  th.  niinnrity ;  or  an  ostraci>in  of 
ail  \.lio  had  rebit!  .!is  \\i'  tb.e  eni!!!'..  Oi'  course,  it 
was  not  the  spirit  of  tb.e  wiiole.  Ibe  A:i;erican  Cotn- 
mission.  as  cliarity  usrally  must,  IkuI  to  o\-crcome  ob- 
stacles set  in  its  pat!,  by  thf>';e  whom  i:  wovild  aid. 
!l.L;:.;n  polltiaans,  in  Kee]Mn4  with  the  -.veakness  of 
tiuir  craft,  could  no  more  f.  eLio  playinLj  politics  in 
time  of  (.listrcss  tlian  some  th.it  we  h.:d  in  S.m  I'ran- 
Cisco  and  some  wc  ha\e  heard  oJ  oidy  across  the  Hrit- 
is!i  C!i  iniK'l  from  Belniujii. 

Zealous  loailers  exaggerated  tlie  fanzine  of  their  dis- 
tricts in  order  to  get  larger  supplies:  communities  in 
great  need  without  spokesmen  nmst  be  reached;  po.v- 
erKil  tow'is  fo'ind  excu^-'s  for  m  t  forwarding  food  to 
small  vil!a'..,'cs  wh'ch  were  without  influence.  Natural 
prccd  jTot  the  better  o{  m^n  use.i  to  turning  a  penny 
anvwav  t'lcv  could,      Kasoallv  bakers  who  sifred  the 


I 
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brown  n(.'iir  to  i'  t  the  w'litc  to  -cII  ti)  pjiisu-rir^  anJ 
the  ucil-t<i-ii.),  while  the  hrerui  ll-ic  got  the  hr.in,  re- 
(juirevl  blircuii  haiulhiiL;  when  the  only  nic.inb  ui  pun- 
ishment \v;is  through  Cjerriian  auth  )rit\. 

I  he  lix  .il  burirorrnstcr  yestenlny  nlkrevl  to  sell 
file  si  .11.  of  \.iur  L"oniinissinii\  lli.ur,'"  ui-iite  .i  (  icr- 
i:ian  uiri;:iianct.int.  "  I  hnw^'ht  it  aii.l  ha\e  the  recui>t, 
in  order  to  pro\e  to  you  that  the-^e  lkl;;ians  afe  what 
we  say  th.ey  are  —  a  \ile  people.  I  am  turiiin;,'  t!ic 
flour  over  to  \oiir  iMmiiiis^iMH.  \\\.  s^u]  th.ir  we 
would  nor  take  ;!;!y  ot'  it  .mkI  the  (Jennan  ( i.)\  ernnient 
keeps  irs  word." 

1  liiw  th,:t  (.('ir.niaiid mt  enjfAevi  iii.ikln;;  th.it  sci're! 
As  lor  the  Iiur;;orr.aster,  he  was  proscriin'd  in  a  way 
th.'.t  mil  hr.md  l.ini  aino-i^  his  fe!low-eiti/ens  lor  life. 
When  U.iin;:n  snldiers  took  I'lead  from  f.imilles 
where  t!ie\  w  ^  re  hilieted.  the  (arm.m  (  low  r;'.ini  nt 
turned  o\  er  an  anioiint  ui  lloiir  e(jai\ale;it  to  t!ie  bread 
consumed. 

A  certain  percenta^'e  of  Belgi.m.s  saw  the  in\asion 
onlv  as  a  UL.itation  of  disaster,  like  an  eartlniuake. 
.\  I'  !t  e<iuntr_\  ot  ;^Mrdcns  liiMit-.  one's  h'iri/on.  They 
lell  in  line  with  the  seiitiniei'.t  of  the  mass.  Cut  as 
tiMic  uiire  on  into  the  simmer  ?.v.d  autumn  of  the  sec- 
ond \e.;r.  some  ot  the);i  beixan  to  think.  \\'hat  w.as  the 
use.'  dernian  propa^,  u-.d  i  was  active.  Ail  tliat  the 
Allies  h;.d  cared  for  lKl_,iiim  w.is  to  use  her  to  eheik 
the  (ierman  tide  to  I'.iiis  and  tlie  Channel  prtsl 
Perlidious  I'in^land  had  bc:ra\ed  H J^i'.im  I  derman 
business  ami  banking:  intiuenccs.  v.h.iej!  h,  1  b. 'ii  con- 
siderable in  Cel^Mum  before  the  war,  and  tiie  numerous 
(ierm:m  residents  who  b..ul  returned,  farmed  a  busy 
ciride  of  apjieal  to  l>elj:Ian  business  men.  who  were  told 
di.it  t!;e  liriiisli  na\v  stuod  bef.vec  ;i  theiti  and  a  return 
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to  prosperity.  dcrm.KU'  was  oiilv  too  willing  that 
they  sl-.ouM  resume  their  trade  uith  tfic  rest  of  the 
worl.l. 

\\  In  siioi:lil  not  nel^ium  cotMe  into  the  (icrnnn  uM- 
toms  union?  Why  sliouM  not  Hel  '  -i  make  the  lust 
fit  her  unfortunate  situation,  as  became  a  pra.tlval 
arul  thrilty  people?  IJut  I'e  it  a  customs  union  or 
annexation  that  dermany  phms.  the  steel  had  cnteieJ 
the  hearts  of  all  Hel^^ans  with  red  corjtuscles ;  arul 
Kin{,'  Alliert  and  his  sli:f^p,-rkr^  were  still  tii,dirin^'  the 
(lernians  at  I)i\mude.      A  British  armv  appearing  he- 


{ 


ore 


wou 


\u 


russels    uou 


M 


en 


i 


easuistrv  ;    an> 


Id  pass,  and  the  (itrman  residents,  t 
hu/'/as  of  all  Hel^^ium  as  the  ^;al!ant  Klr.'j; 
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It  was  a  ^ra\e  (juestion  if  \\vv  eonvjnt  v,  as 
m  keeping,'  with  tiie  military  policy  whiJi  hc!ie\es  tliat 
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iwe\er  much  tlie  Germans  hampered  the  C- 
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sion  with  red  tape  and  worse  than  red  tape  tlirou:^! 
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the  acti\itics  of  Cormnn  residents  in  Bclpium.  Ger- 
many iliJ  not  want  the  Commission  to  withdraw.  It 
v\as  litlpinu  her  to  economise  her  food  supplies.  And 
I'n'ilaiiil  anL,wercd  a  huinc.n  appeal  at  th.c  co-t  of  liard 
and  last  militarv  policv.  She  was  still  tr,;e  to  the 
ideals  which  have  set  their  stamp  on  half  the  world. 


XII 


WIXTIR    IN    LORRAINE 

Taris  resur'-.iiig  normaliiy  —  Ro;;u1ar  train  service  —  Nancy  under 
tire  —  liy  autcini..bile  to  llif  I  nut  —  I'.morama  of  tlie  conttiteJ 
liius — \'i.-\v  lit  tiic  tJfrnuii  w-.Jge — i'rfr.cli  veterans  —  An- 
cient Iorraii,e  —  A  viiiim  of  l.:ii;lc  —  RrMunc  of  the  >m;^u!e  — 
The  tir-t  (Krn'.in  advance —■•  The  fare  of  the  eanh  snwn  «ith 
shells" —  The  Kaiser  silence. i —  The  (ierinan  Lorraine  cain- 
paigii  lost— v'l^it  to  a  Lrcntli  heavy  battery  —  L'iider^;rouiid 
liuarieTs  —  A    policed    army  —  Miliiarv    siinolicitv. 


Only  a  wirulir.L:  black,  strcnk,  that  fe);;r  h'.m.ir  \i  and 
tiiry  rrik's  of  trenches  on  a  tlat  map.  It  is  thtricuit  to 
\  i>uahsc  t!ic  whole  as  ytni  see  it  in  \t)i;r  tnornin;;  p.'per, 
or  to  realise  tlie  lahoir.-  i:  represents  in  its  eourse 
tlirou^h  the  mire  anj  over  mountain  slopes,  through 
Villaj^es  and  tiiiek  ((.rests  and  across  open  fields. 

I''.\  cry  mile  of  it  was  l()cateei  by  the  strui^ude  of  i,nins 
and  rilles  and  men  coming;  to  a  stalemate  of  cttort, 
when  hnth  dwj:  into  the  earth  :ind  neither  could  budtie 
tlie  other.  It  is  ;i  line  ol  countless  battles  anei  broken 
hopes;  rd  as  bra\e  charges  as  men  ever  made;  a  sviiv 
bo!  (if  skill  c.nA  doj^^ed  patience  and  eternal  vigilance 
o;  striving  foe  against  striving  foe. 

I  rom  the  first,  the  sector  frcnn  Rheims  to  Flinders 
v.as  most  familiar  to  the  public.  ']"he  world  ^till 
tliinks  ot  t!ie  battle  of  the  Marne  as  an  a.tta.ir  at  the 
dodp  of  Paris,  thougli  the  heaviest  fighting  was  from 
\  itry  le  Pr.incois  eastward  anel  the  fate  of  Paris  v.as 
no  less  decided  on  the  tulds  of  Lorraine  than  on  the 
fields  of  Champagne,     'i'hc  storming  of  Rheims  cathe- 
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(iral  1k\:iiii'j  the  tliciiic  of  tlmiHnnJs  of  wort!^  of  print 
to  (inc  Wiivd  for  the  dcfcruc  of  t!i.-  I'hi'/.ui  ciW-natvc 
or  tiic  struLT^lc  around  I,ii:n'\  il!c.  <  Uir  ki-  r/.'vd^c  (;f 
the  war  is  lro;n  -hinpscs  throu-h  tiie  curtain  of  inih- 
tary  secrec)-  \,  hich  was  drawn  tl.nht  over  Lorraine  and 
tlie  \  (isLics,  s!ii-ou  letl  in  mountain  inists.  Tlii^  is 
ahout  Lorraine  in  winter,  when  the  \>a.r  was  six  ni;inlhs 
old. 

liut  first,  on  our  way,  a  word  about  I'aris,  which  I 
h:iil  nut  seen  since  Septunher.  At  the  <u!ts.'t  of  t!;e 
\\ar,  i'arisians  who  had  not  ;vir.e  to  thv  frieit  were  in 
a  trar,cc  of  suspense;  they  were  ;nan-i,vti.sL- I  !n  the 
tra^:e  nossiliihties  of  the  h'lur.  The  fe:ir  of  di;-;ister 
was  in  their  hearts,  thou;:h  thcv  ni'"^\\\[  dep.\  it  to  tlieni- 
sc!\-cs.  1  hey  could  thi:ik.  of  m'thini;  Init  l-'r;ince. 
Now  t!ie\-  realisetl  tliat  'he  hest  wav  to  help  I-"ranre 
was  hy  ij,nin_LC  <<n  with  tiieir  w.-rk  at  home.  Paris  was 
tryinir  to  ha  normal,  hut  no  i^irisian  was  mak'i'ij  the 
hiult  tihat  Paris  was  nornud.  I  he  Callic  lucidUy  of 
mind  pre\e-ted  such  self-deceplion. 

Is  it  ni'r:;ial  to  have  your  sniis.  Iinrdiers,  and  hus- 
bands uj)  to  tlieir  k!iees  in  icy  water  in  tlie  trendies,  in 
dan^rer  ot  diarli  e\cr\  minute?  j'liis  attitude  seems 
hun.an;  it  sceitis  h.-ical.  One  liked  tlie  ! 'rcnch  for  it. 
.le  hked  tlurn  for  boa.sMnu;  so  little.  In  their  effort 
at  nnr!i;al!t\  thav  had  accomplished  n-,ore  than  they 
red;sed.  .\tt.r  all.  only  one-thirtieth  of  thx'  area  of 
lian.e  i-.ais  in  (ierman  h.mds.      .\  line  of  st,  e!  ir 'de 


r  those  not  at  tlie  front  to  pursue  the 


the  rc'rt  ^afe  foi 
routine  oi  p; 

\\  lien  I  h.;d  iieen  in  Paris  in  September  tliere  was 
no  cert.iiruy  al-out  railroa.d  connections  anvuhere. 
^  ou  went  to  the  sta.tion  and  took  \-our  chances,  pov- 
crned  h)  the  movement  oi  troops,  not  to  mention  other 
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conditions.  This  time  I  took  the  regular  nonn  express 
to  Nancy,  as  I  niigiit  have  done  to  Mar>ullcs,  or 
iuy:ie,  or  Madrid,  had  I  ehosen.  J  he  spriiikhnj,'  ot 
quiet  army  oihcers  on  the  train  were  in  the  new  u;u- 
lonn  ol  p.udiar  steely  grey,  in  pL.ee  of  the  target  blue 
and  red.  Hut  for  th^.n  and  the  number  of  women  in 
riournmg  and  one  other  circumsta.'^ee,  the  ti'i.in  mi'^lu 
h.;\e  been  oound  for  Berlin,  with  Naii.v  only  a  -■••  -n 
t!ie  wav. 

i  he  tither  eirtumstance  was  tlie  presence  of  a  s.d- 
liier  in  the  \estibule  who  said:  "  /'o/rc  !iii.<.ct-pci<,t  r, 
mnv/u-itr,  ,'U  :,,,7s  /i/,,;// "  If  you  h..d  a  A.v^.wr- 
f^r<.M7-,  he  was  mo>t  puiite;  but  if  you  huked  t  le.  Ik- 
would  also  ha\e  been  most  polite  and  se)  woidd  :i.e 
guard  that  took  yau  in  charge  at  the  next  station.  In 
oth'.T  words,  monsieur,  you  must  ha\  e  something  be- 
sides a  .-ailrcad  ticket  if  you  are  on  a  train  that  ru:;s 
past  the  fortress  ot  Toul  and  \()ur  destinatit)n  is 
Naney.  ^  Vou  must  have  a  military  pass,  which  was 
n.ver  given  to  foreigners  ii'  they  were  tra\  elling  alone 
in  the  /one  of  military  operations.  The  {niise  of  the 
i  rcnchman  beats  high,  his  imagination  bout.ds,  when 
he  looks  eastward.  To  the  east  are  the  lost  prov- 
inces and  the  frontier  drawn  bv  the  war  of  'ycj  be- 
twee:;  I  rench  Lorraine  and  (ler;ii an  Lorraine.  This 
gave  our  journey  interest. 

Nancy,  capital  (jf  I'rench  Lorraine,  is  so  near  Met/, 
the  great  German  fortress  town  of  (ierman  Lorraine, 
that  e.^currion  trains  used  to  run  to  .Nancv  in  the  opera 
season.  "  'Lhey  are  not  running  tfiis  winter,"  sav  die 
Wits  of  Nanry.  "  For  one  reason,  we  have  no  opt  ru 
—  and  there  are  other  reasons." 

An  aeroplane  from  the  derman  lines  lias  only  to 
toss  a  '  onib  in  the  course  of  an  a\  erage  reconnaissance 
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on  Nancy  if  it  cIkh/Scs;  Zeppelins  nrc  uiiliin  cnsv  com- 
niutini^  ciist.MKc.  Hur  here  was  Xaney  as  hnlliandy 
liKlited  at  nine  in  ihc  c\enini;  a,,  anv  ciry  of  its  size  at 
home.  Ouv  train,  too,  fuui  run  \\]:a  t!u"  uinjnw^  un- 
shadul.  After  the  darkness  of  londiai,  and  after 
I-'n^:!i'di  tr,;Ins  with  every  winduw  sl;atie  dwsdv  ilrawii, 
this  wa.^  a  surprise. 

It  was  a  tluear,  an  anticipati-  n,  tiiat  ha^-  darkcnevl 


lull 


:nent. 


.Mom! 
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I.on.don,    while    Nancy    knew 

ment  and  boir.h  t!rnppi'!<r  ^^,^•^■^.  n,,thin;.;  new  ti.  Nancv. 
1  he  spice  ()(  d.,!;;,r^,-  j^jvos  a  fillip  to  hu-.incss  in  the 
town  wlio^c  pdinii.ition  'icard  tl:;  din  of  the  most 
thunderously  spectacular  actio.n  of  tlie  war  echoing,' 
amon;;  the  sjrnuaid'nLr  hills.  Nancv  saw  the  en  ni\- 
h.atcn  lia.k.  Now  s!ie  was  so  close  to  t!ie  front  that 
•Jie  f(  It  tlie  t!iro!>  of  the  ann\'s  life. 

"Don't  \ou  e\er  worry  about  aeri.d  raids?"  I 
asked  rnad.:!]i(    behind  the  counter  at  tl'.e  hotel. 

Do  tlie  men  in  the  trenches  worr\-  about  them?" 
sne  ans'Aer.d.  "  We  h;i\-e  a  much  easier  time  ti:::n 
liiey.  \\  hv  shouldn't  we  share  soiiie  of  rlseir  d;;n- 
f-^'i"^?  ,  :'^"'-'  ^'' '"■'''  ■'  '^^-TP-lin  appears  a.nd  our  -uns 
bcfiin  hrin.u',  we  all  feel  like  soldiers  under  tire." 

Are  .Ml  the  popidatlon  here  as  usual?" 
"  Cert.'.inlw  monr,ieurI  "  she  s:>id.      "   The  (iermans 
c.}n  ne\er  take  Nancv.      'Idle  I're.nch  are  ^oiu'^  to  f'.e 

Met/:"  ■  " 

I  h:  meal  which  that  hotel  restaurant  ser\evl  was  as 
fXood  as  in  peace  tiino.  Wdio  deser\-es  a  ^ood  nual 
il  not  the  o!;ieer  who  comes  in  from  the  front?  .\nd 
madamc  sees  that  he  i^vts  it.  She  is  as  proud  of  her 
ponlrt  ,11  c\i^M-r(i!r  as  an\-  commander  of  a  S'lrx.nitf- 
quimc  batiery  uf  its  practice.       I'here  wai,  steam  heat, 
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foo,  in  ilic  hotel,  uhi.h  gave  an  An^xrlcan  a  ho.-iicllke 
fcclinj^. 

In  a  score  n{  places  in  the  Fastcrn  States  mki  see 
landbcapcs  with  hij^h  hills  like  the  spurs  of  the  A'o.^cs 
around  Xaiicy  sprinkleii  with  snow  ami  under  a  blue 
m:st.  And  the  air  uas  dr\  :  it  iiad  the  lil'e  of  our  air. 
Ojd  Civil  War  men  who  had  Iven  in  the  'J'ennessee 
Mountains  or  tlie  Shenandoah  Wdley  would  fee!  jut- 
iLCtly  at  home  in  such  surroundings;  only  th.c  fo:e- 
grour.d  of  farm  land  which  merges  into  the  crests  cov- 
ered  w.th  tre--,  in  the  distance  is  more  tini^h.ed.  The 
people  were  tilling  it  hundreds  of  years  before  we  be- 
t:an  tilling  ours.  'I  hey  till  well;  t'hev  make  Lorraine 
-  riJ)  pr(jvince  of  I-'rance. 

W  nh  -uns  pounding  in  the  liistancc,  hovs  in  their 
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s^no.  1;  !;irasew.\LS  were  going  to  market,  and  the 
streets  were  spotlessly  clean.  All  the  men  of  Xancy 
not  in  the  arniv  jnir-iied  their  regular  routine  while 
tlie  army  went  about  its  business  of  throwing  shells  at 
the  Ciermans.  On  the  dead  walls  of  the  buihiings 
were  M.  Deschanel's  speech  in  the  Chanjber  of  l)e;Hi- 
ties,  breathing  endurance  till  victorv.  and  the  call  f(jr 
the  class  ol  recruits  of  191;.  which  >ou  will  tind  on 
the  walls  of  the  towns  of  all  1  ranee  beside  that  of 
the  oreler  of  mobilisation  in  August,  now  weather- 
sram.ed.  Xancy  seemed,  if  an;,  tiling,  more  I'Vendi 
thar'.  any  interior  T'rench  town,  d  liouuh  ne.;r  t!ie 
border,  there  is  no  touch  ol  German  iniluence.  When 
you  walked  through  t'le  old  Place  Stanislaus,  so  ex- 
pressi\e  of  the  aichitectural  taste  bred  for  centuries 
in  the  Irench,  you  understand  the  glow  in  the  hearts  of 
this  very  b  rench  population  wdiiv.h  made  them  un^on- 
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scinus  of  il.iii;.aT  while  tliilr  Ha;^  was  iKing  o\cr  this 
\cr\   1  iviuli  citv. 

No  two  Christian  pcopks  uc  ki'.ow  arc  (juito  so  dif- 
ferent as  the  I- renth  :!iKi  the  ( ierrii.nis.  I'o  each 
c\ery  national  tho!i;j;ht  and  h.iliit  incarnates  a  ;;atriot- 
isii!  \\l!;Ji  is  in  dehance  ot  tli.ir  on  the  (■•'iit  side  of 
the  troiitier.  '  )\it  in  America  you  nia\  '-'e  tlie  t^coj 
in  Ivi'!!  sides,  hut  no  IrenLlunan  and  no  (ierni:'.n  can 
on  tlie  Lorraine  frontier.  If  he  showKi,  he  would  no 
lonj^v  r  III'  a  I  renchnian  or  a  derrnati  in  time  of  war. 

At  our  ser\i(.e  in  front  ot  the  hotel  were  waitinj^ 
two  UMrtals  in  ^oatsl;in  coats,  with  smarts  around  their 
ears  and  1  rench  military  caps  on  top  vi  the  scarfs, 
i  he\-  were  otiicial  armv  chauffeurs.  If  \  ou  ha\'e 
riiliKn  throu;;h  t'u-  .Mle^henies  in  winter  in  an  open 
car  wl'v  explain  tiia.t  seeinu;  the  \'osL:es  front  in  an 
automobile  may  he  a  io\-  ride  to  an  I  skinv,  hut  not  to 
your  Ivjnihle  ser\aiit  ?  I'jut  the  rcxui^  were  perfect; 
as  rrood  \vhcre\er  we  went  in  this  mount, I'n  country 
as  from  New  York  to  l'oi:;^dikeepsie.  I  need  not  tell 
you  this  it  you  ha\e  heen  in  1- ranee;  hut  \ou  will  be 
interested  to  know  th.it  Lorraine  keeps  her  roads  in 
perfect  repair  e\en  in  war  time. 

Crossing;  tile  swollen  Moselle  on  a  military  bridge, 
tuistiiiL;  in  and  out  of  \alleys  and  speedin.:.^  throu^^h  \il- 
laj^es.  Miu-  saw  wlio  were  t^uardin^  the  arnn's  secrets, 
but  little  ot  tlie  army  itself  :;nd  tew  silmis  ot  tr;Hispor- 
tation  on  a  bleak,  sncnvv  dav.  At  the  outskirts  oi 
ever\  xilla^e,  at  e\ery  bridj^e,  anil  at  interxals  alonj^ 
the  lo  lil.  Territorial  sentries  stoppeil  the  car.  I  Luinij; 
an  (il'i.er  alon;j;  was  not  sutficienr  to  let  \  ou  whi//  by 
important  posts.  lie  must  show  his  pass.  Lvcry 
sentr\  was  a  reminder  of  the  hopelessness  of  beinj;  a 
correspondent  these  days  without  otiicial  sanction. 
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The  sontrics  were  tncn  in  the  thirties.  In  I)el'j;i'.;tn, 
tii,.r  (ierni,!!!  ( iiiiiu;.T[iart,  the  I  arKNtin-iii,  were  the 
muiiiturs  III  a  jniiiiiev  t')at  I  ni.iiie.  No  troojis  nrc 
more  niilit.irv  than  the  tirr,t  hne  (ierMMiis;  hut  in  t!;c 
snap  aiul  spirit  of  his  salute  the  I'reru!!  I'erritnrial  h.is 
an  (/./).',  a  martial  f'erxour,  whieli  tiie  phlegmatic  Ger- 
man in  tile  thirties  laeks. 

Occasionally  we  -passe J  scattercJ  snjJiers  in  tiie  vil- 
latre  streets,  or  a  duor  openeJ  to  shnw  a  swKlicr  li^urc 
in  the  lioorwav.  'J  he  reason  that  we  were  not  seeinLr 
an>thini,'  nt  tlie  ani'y  was  the  same  th  .t  keej's  the 
men  anJ  hoys  w  !io  are  on  the  steps  ot  the  e(Hintry 
^fr()cei-\-  in  summer  at  home  around  tlie  sto\  e  in  win- 
ter. .Ml  t'lese  xillages  were  full  of  re^er\i>l>  who 
were  iI^lo()rs.  'J  hey  eouhi  !v  t'ormeJ  in  the  street 
read),  for  the  marJ)  to  anv  part  of  the  line  where  a 
Oincentrateo  at':iek  w.is  made  almost  as  soon  after 
the  alarm  as  a   lire  engine  starts  to  a  tire. 

Now,  imag;i-.L  \our  \iew  of  a  hall  game  IlmiteJ  to 
llie  hitter  and  the  piteher:  and  that  is  all  you  sec  in 
ih.e  low  country  ot  MandiTS.  Vou  ha\-e  no  grasp 
ot  what  all  the  i;;.ise  a'ld  struggle  means,  for  \  (ni 
c;'.n;:or  see  o\ei-  the  shoulders  of  tlie  crowd.  I5ut  in 
lorra.me  \ou  ha\e  only  to  ascend  a.  hill  and  the  hka  es 
in  the  chess  game  ul  war  are  clear. 

.\  y.iiiorama  unfolds  as  our  car  takes  a  rising  gi'ide 
to  the  \-iilage  of  Ste.  (iene\ieve.  We  alight  and  walk 
alorg  a  hridgc.  where  the  sentry  or  a  lot)kout  is  on 
w..:.h.  lie  seems  (]uite  alone,  but  at  our  approacli 
a  do. 'en  ui  his  conirades  come  out  of  their  "  l!!;me  " 
(.h:g  in  tiie  hdlside.  Wherever  \ou  go  about  the 
.♦ro/en  country  of  Lorraine  it  is  a  case  of  flushing  sol- 
diers trom  their  shelters.  A  si7iall,  semicircular  table 
is  set  up  belorc  tiie  lookout,  like  his  compass  before 
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a  in.iriiuT.  Ilcrc  run  blue  pencil  lines  of  dircctifn 
p-untui^  U)  iV.nt-.i-Moussoii,  to  Ch.'itcau-S  iHns,  atul 
other  luuii;,.  Before  us  to  the  east  rose  thi  iree-tlaJ 
crests  ot  the  famous  (.raiul  C'ouronnc  of  Nancv,  and 
fainth.  in  the  distance  ue  culd  see  Ma/,  that  stron,' 
ioitr,  s..  town  in  derrnan  Lorraine. 

1  h  .^.■  mins  that  I  hear,  are  thev  liririL,^  a.r(;ss  the 
frontier.^  "  I  asked.  1  or  si.me  I'rench  batteries  corn- 
man.!  one  of  the  outer  forts  of  Met/. 
"  .Vo,  they  are  near  I'ont-a-Mousson." 
1  o  the  nor!)  tile  httle  toun  ui  I'ont-a-Moiisson  lay 
m  the  lap  of  the  river  hottoni.  ami  across  the  \  alley, 
to  the  west.  t!ie  famous  \\u\s  Ic  PrJtre.  More  puns 
were  speakm:;  from  the  forest  depths,  which  shoued 
great  scars  wiiere  t!ie  trees  had  been  cut  to  ^-i\e  fields 

ol  lire.       riil>  \\.is  w.Il  U)  the  rear  of  our  poMtifin 

inarkin},r  the  boimJar'es  of  the  wed-e  tliat  the  Ger- 
mans drove  into  t!ie  I'rench  lines,  witli  its  point  at  St. 
Miiiiel  —  in  trsin-  to  is(date  the  forts  of  \'erdun  and 
Joul.  Doubtless  you  h.n  e  notieed  that  wed_;c  on  the 
snake  maps  and  ha\e  wondered  about  it.  as  I  h:;ve. 
It  looks  so  narrow  that  the  i-"rench  ouMht  to  be  able 
to  shoot  across  it  from  both  sides.  \i  not,  why  don't 
t!ie  (  leriiiaiis  widen  it  ? 

\\  ell.  lor  i.mc  tliinp;,  a  quarter  a{  an  inch  on  a  map 
is  a  ^'ood  manv  miles  of  frround.  The  (.errnans  can- 
not spread  tlieir  wedi^e  because  thev  would  have  to 
climb  the  walls  of  an  alley.  That  was  a  \.w\.  as  ilear 
to  the  eye  as  the  valiev  of  the  Hudson  from  West 
I'omt.  i  he  (iermans  occupy  an  alley  within  an  allev, 
as  it  were.  1  he\  ha\e  their  own  natural  defences  for 
the  edj,'es  ol  their  ued(,'e;  or,  where  they  do  not.  they 
lie  clieek  by  jowl  with  the  French  in  such  thick  woods 
as  the  Bois  le  Pretrc. 
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At  nur  feet,  lookin^i  touarJ  Met/,  an  apron  of  cul- 
tivated I.Kui  bv.  ept  down  for  a  mile  or  more  to  a 
fortit  euL^e.  This  w.is  eul  by  lii'.es  of  trenches, 
whose  barbeJ  wire  protection  priilsed  a  blanket  ot 
snsiw. 

'■  ( )ur  front  is  in  those  woods,"  exi'lained  the  colonel 
who  was  in  coin;iiand  of  the  pf)int. 

"  A  major  when  the  war  hejj;;'.n  .ind  ;vi  oll'.cer  of 
reserves,"  ini.u  capiiauw,  who  had  Iiron^lit  us  out 
from  I'aris,  explained  about  the  eoloiul.  We  were 
soon  used  to  he.irin)^  that  a  colonel  had  In  en  a  n^.aiiir 
or  a  major  a  cajnain  before  the  Kaiser  had  ti.jd  to 
j,'et  Nancv.  There  was  ijiiick  death  and  >;K'cd\'  pro- 
motion .!t  the  ^reat  battle  of  I.cjrraine,  as  there  was  at 
(jett\>bar^  and  Antietam. 

'■  I  hev  charged  out  ot  the  woods,  and  we  lia>,l  a 
battalioa  of  reserves  —  here  arc  some  ot  them  —  vies 
p'ii!:t>!  " 

lie  turned  atlectionately  to  the  iiearded  fellows  in 
scarfs  who  had  come  out  of  the  shelter.  1  hey  smiled 
back.  Now,  as  we  all  chatted  tof,'ether,  oilicer-and- 
man  distinction  disappeared.  We  were  in  a  f.imily 
pr.'-tw 

It  \'.as  all  \cry  simple  to  vies  poi!ii<,  that  first  ti^ht. 
They  i;ad  been  told  to  hold.  If  Ste.  Clene\ie\e  were 
I'st,  the  Amancc  plateau  was  in  ilan<^er,  and  tl'.e  lo>s 
of  the  Amance  jdateau  meant  the  fall  of  N.'iicy. 
Some  military  martinets  say  that  the  soldiers  of  1  ranie 
think  too  much.  In  this  case  tlunkinir  niav  ha\e  tauiilit 
them  responsibility.  So  they  held;  thev  lay  ticjlit, 
these  reserves,  and  kept  on  tiring  as  the  (Jermans 
sw.irmeil  out  ot  the  woods. 

"  And  the  Germans  stopped  there,  monsieur. 
They  hadn't  \ery  far  to  go,  had  they?     But  the  last 
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fifty  yai Js.  morislair,  arc  the  Ii.irilist  tr:n.I!;n;r  when 
you  an-  trviru,'  tn  take  a  trviJi." 

ili^v  knru.  the-.  /„;;;,..,  flic^sc  vctcnris.  ^^c|-^• 
noldur  uIk.  s.txcs  in  Lorrai-ic  k-iu/, ..  J  !u.v  fl,,.,,,. 
schcs  haxc  truj  to  rush  out  of  the  co'-c  ot  a  woods 
across  an  opni  space  against  Intrcnclicd  ( urinans,  arul 
I'Mii'.M  th.'  sliuc  f.fi  the  other  foot. 

^Nou  ill..  lielJsiti  tlic  ("re^rrotinililnwn  to  tl)c  wood's 
CuL',c  were  hare  of  urn  hvin-  thin-  Vu:.  had  to  take 
vmn  tiipit.aur's  word  f.ir  it  th  ■'  t'-  ■>■  . 
tl:^i-s  in   fi-i.iit   III'  us. 


■e  aiiv  sol- 


are    a    r  "i- 


foait.     he  said 


i   chstancc   awav  at    th's 


i<.'\      re  in  the  next  woods." 


A  hrn;.d  stretch  of  snow  h,\  !u  tween  the  two  Jumps 
"■  ''"■'■'■       ''  ^•••'^  "-'  \\'Mt!i  uhde  for  cither  bide  to 
tr>  to  j^et  p(.bscssioii  .1  (h.  intcrvcniii},'  space.     At  the 
(irbt    movement    hy    either    1  renJi    or    (iermans    the 
woods  opposite   would  hum   uith   ri!ic   lire  and  echo 
v.it  1    c.;i;n..n;,d;n!,r.      .s,,,    |;k,.    ^,,,,1   ,,;,rtics  of   Arctic 
explorers  waitin-  .Mit  tlie  An  tie  winter,  they  watched 
each  other.      Hut   if  one   force  nr  ti.c  „ther  napped 
and  t!ie  other  eau.-ht  Irni  at  it.  flicn  winter  would  not 
jtav   a    lir:-!de   conimimdcr's   a:ii!iition.      'Jdirce   days 
latu-  m  th:s  region  the  I  leP.ch,  !u  a  .julck  movement. 
U-t  a  -.H.d  ha-  ot  prisoners  to  make  .;  ueLome  item 
Km-  the  d.iily  I  rcnJi  otiiual  iiuHctin. 

"We  w.iit  and  the  Germans  u.iit  on  s;  i-iu"-  ii>v 
anv  hi^  movement."  said  the  cnlnncl.  '•  \Ln\'!ui'i  he 
<".ir  all  m-ht  in  tlie  ad\.!n.e  in  u.atlier  hk.-  t!r.  In 
'''•'f  d,:-eai.)n— "  I  I,  indi,,.ted  a  p-T  of  the  line 
V"''\  .■;■  ''•■■:'  •""'"'^■^  ''^^■^-  >".i-:!'L^  <:.uh  otlier  across 
liie  oKl  trontier.  Ha.k  aiid  f,,nli  rhev  had  fu.r-lit 
oiilv  to  .i:  rive  uliere  tlicv  had  I'eu'Lin.  "^  "' 

I'here  was  something  el^e  whiJi  the  colonel  wished 
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us  tiJ  sec  be  I  IMC    W  C   lit   the   lull   nt    StC.   <  iuiC\  K\  C.         It 

a;ipcalcJ  t'l  his  dallic  sentiment,  this  ijii.ulril.iter.ii  oi 
st'Mic  nil  t!io  highest  point  where  Ic^eml  tells  that 
"  Jovin,  a  Christian  ;i!i>l  \erv  I'.iitlif'ul,  \  ati.]  iishcj  the 
Gcrm:in  harharians  V'  Ai'-" 

"We  ha\c  to  di)  as  u\ll  \:\  .nir  i!i\  as  Juun  in 
hi«."  remarked  the  colonel. 

I  he  (.luirJi  1)1  St:.'.  (iene\ie\e  was  IvuiK  ^mashed  by 
si!.:!!.  Si»  w;'.-,  the  ch'.ireh  in  the  vilhi;^c  an  tlie  Plateau 
d'Aman^e.  Must  eli:ii\hes  in  this  district  nt  Lor- 
raine are.  I  r.iiiuti  t!iroiii;li  a  yrcat  ijap  in  t!ie  u.dl 
ol  the  cluireh  ot  Amance  w.;s  .m  i;i:mcn''e  Christ  on 
the  cros,  without  a  single  abrisiiui.  anil  a  pile  ot  iltbrn 
at  its  feet.  After  secini^  .is  ni  in\  ruined  ehurehes  as 
I  have,  o:'.e  I>ecomes  almost  siiiH'rstitious  at  how  ulten 
the  ti^^ures  ol  Llr'ist  escape.  Bi.;  I  h.i\e  also  seen 
cili^ics  ol  Christ  hlnun  to  hits. 

Any  one  who,  from  .in  emitunee.  has  seen  one  battle 
fought  \isi:alives  another  re  idiU  when  the  posi«:ions  lie 
It  h:->  IcLt.  1  .Oi  .'^:-'.;^  out  on  the  tiela  (O  ( i>.  tt\  shur'.; 
Ironi  ivnind  loj*,  I  e.in  always  ,L!;et  the  same  thrill 
tliat  I  h.:  1  wlun,  seated  in  a  ;;allery  abo\  e  the  Rus- 
sian and  til..'  j.ipanese  armies.  I  saw  the  b.iitle  ol  l.iai)- 
yan;;'.  In  s'^ht  ot  that  I'lateau  trAmanee,  uiiiJi  rises 
like  a  ;.;reat  knuckle  .ibu\  e  tlie  surroundinL^  country,  a 
battle  co\erin.L,^  tv.entv  times  t!ie  extent  of  Clett\  slnir^; 
raided,  anil  one  could  ha\e  looked  o\'er  a  battledinc 
as  lar  as  the  i\e  may  see  trom  a  steamer's  mast. 

An  icy  ^ale  swept  across  the  white  crest  of  the  pla- 
teau on  rh:-  Jan  lary  dav.  but  it  was  nothin;^  to  the 
gale  cil  shells  that  descended  on  it  in  late  Autfust  and 
early  Septetr.ber.  i  orty  thousan.I  shells,  it  '\^  esti- 
mated. Irll  there.  One  kicked  up  fragments  ol  steel 
on  the  iield  like  peanut  shells  alter  a  i.ircus  has  gone. 
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17U   MY  yi:ar  of  Tin:  (^rlai  war 


Here  Were  llic  (.■rnplaccrnciits  of  a  '  i.tL'r\  .-i"  ["rLni-h 
soixantC'/iuinzc  wiihin  a  cinL'  nf  liolcs  torn  hv  its  ad- 
versiiricb'  njilics  to  its  tire;  a  little  lartiier  aiunir,  con- 
cealed by  shrubbery,  the  pi-sition  of  another  battery 
which  the  eJieiiiy  had  not  located. 

"So  tha.t  was  it!  "  'i'iic  slriit:;L;l.>  on  t!ie  immense 
landscape,  wlwvc  at  least  a  t]uarter  of  a  million  men 
were  killei.1  and  wounded,  became  as  simple  as  soiTie 
Brobdi^nia:;ian  football  matJi.  IkdVire  the  war  be- 
gan the  1  rench  would  ncit  mo\-c  a  man  \'.  ithin  live 
Hides  of  the  frontier  lest  it  be  p:o\cjcati\-e :  but  (^r.ce 
the  issue  was  joined  they  spram^  for  A  luce  and  Lor- 
raine, their  ima^^ination  maj^netised  b\-  t!ie  rliouuht  (jf 


ol    ;h,e   lost    provinces.       1  !;eir    Alpine 

d  the  l'\r- 


the    rcco\erv 

chasseurs,  nKnmtain  men  of  the  Alpine 

cnees  districts,  were  concentrated  for  the  purpo^c. 

I  rec;dled  a  reriiark  I  hail  heai'd:  "  What  a  \  itiful 
little  otlensive  th.it  was!"  It  was  mule  !n  iy.\c  of 
those  armchair  "  milit.iry  experts,"  who  lool^.  at  a  m.'p 
and  ju.uip  ;it  a  concKision.  Tliev  appe.ir  \ery  \'.i^e  in 
their  \v(jrdiiiess  when  real  military  cxiierts  are  silent 
for  want  of  knowledge.  Pitiful,  was  it?  A-k  the 
Cjermans  w  lio  faced  it  what  they  think.  I^tiful.  th.at 
sweep  o\'er  tho^e  mountain  w.d's  and  tiirou.uh  the 
passes?  I'itiful.  perhaj'S.  becau;>e  it  f.;;led.  thou_L'h 
nut  until  it  had  taken  Chateau-Salins  in  tlie  r.o.-th  arid 
Mulhouse  in  the  soutli.  Ask  the  dermaui  ii  they 
think  that  it  w.is  pitiful!  The  Confederates  also 
tailed  at  Antietam  and  at  Gettysbur:j[.  but  the  Union 
arm\  nc\  er  t!iiiu::!it  of  their  ettorfs  as  puii'ul. 

1  he  I  re.uii  tell  b.uk  because  all  the  weij^ht  of  the 
Ciernuw'i  ai;n\  was  thrown  against  J-V.nve.  while  the 
Austrians  w\ n.  K  f t  to  look  ;if,ei-  the  sluwly  miibilisinL; 
Russums.      i  wo  nullion  li\  e  hundred  thousand  men  oi) 
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their  first  line  the  Germans  had.  as  we  know  now, 
r^iinst  the  French  twelve  hundred  thousand.  To 
make  sure  of  savin-  Paris  ;<>  the  Germans  swun-  their 
niinhiv  llanklni;  column  thr-.u-h  Bcl^iinn,  J(.:t:c  iiad 
t.^draw  in  his  lines.  The  Germ.-.rs  came  over  tlie 
hdls  as  splendldlv  as  the  Trench  had  ^nne.  I  hey 
struck  in  all  directions  toward  Pans,  in  Lorraine 
was  their  left  flank,  the  Bavarians,  meant  to  plav  the 
same  part  to  the  east  that  von  Kluck  played  to  the 
wcit.  We  heard  onlv  of  von  Kluck  and  the  British 
retreat  from  Mons;  nothing  of  this  terriik  struggle  m 

Lorraine.  . 

From  the  Plateau  dWm.ancc  you  may  see  how  t^ar 
the  Germans  came  and  what  was  tluir  object.  Be- 
tween the  fortresses  of  I'.plnal  and  of  '1  oul  lies  the 
Trouce  de  Mlrecourt  —  the  Gap  ol  Mirecourt.  U  ;s 
said  that  the  French  had  purposely  Ictt  it  open  w  ilu 
they  were  thinking  of  fighting  the  Germans  on  their 
own  frontier  and  not  on  that  of  Belg.um.  I  hey 
wanted  the  Germans  to  make  their  trial  here  — I'lid 
wiselv.  for  v.lth  all  the  desperate  and  courageous  ef- 
forts'of  the  Bavarian  and  Saxon  armies  they  never 

got  near  the  gap. 

If  they  had  forced  it.  however,  with  von  Mu.k 
swin>^m'^' on  the  other  tlank.  they  might  have  got 
around  "the  French  army.  Such  was  the  dream  of 
Cierman  stratcgv,  whose  realisation  was  so  hoKhv  ami 
skllfullv  undertaken.  The  Germans  counted  on  the.r 
immense  force  of  artillery,  built  lor  this  war  m  the 
Inst  two  %ears  and  outranging  the  French,  to  demor- 
alise the  French  Infantrv.  But  the  Iren.h  mt.mtry 
called  the  big  shells  "marmucs"  (saucepans),  and 
made  a  joke  of  them  and  the  death  thev  spread  as 
they  tore  up  the  fields  in  clouds  of  earth. 
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Ah.  it  touk  more  than  artillcrv  to  heat  buk  -'-e 
i)cst  troops  of  France  in  a  o.untrvlikc  tliis  — n  coun 

7''M-.,n,n,  h:iIsnndf.Kd.ssMsc;th'nZ: 
streams  and  .a  amun^thi.k  u.^uis,  uh.rc  inn-ury 
on  a  hank  or  at  a  h,rcsfs  eJ:,.  uith  r.Hcs  anj  rap  cK 


-_.crs  anJ  ^M,ns  kept  tl,cir  harrds  coni  until  the  charge 
-^^•I";^-i  in  t!:r  .pen.  S.:nc  of  these  fnre.ts  a^c 
;i=y  a  (cu-  acres  ,n  cAtaU:  <.tl,crs  are  hundred,  of 
-^'e..  'n  the  dark  depths  of  one  a  iro.en  I,:kc  uas 
y  Vpv'c^'"'"^    ''■"•"    '^"*    I"'"''^""    '"'    =i'^    J'L.t.au 

''Indescribable  ;  hat  scene  v,h;.h  we  witnessed  from 

->c.     saui  an  ofnccr,  uh.  had  been  .,n   the  rlatca. 

throw,,hnut  the  h.htin.       "  All  the  splendui  majesty 

cation.      \\  e  could  see  tlie  hues  of  tr..:-,  h,  th  -ir  re 

sh';'pn'l    '"^^ '''''' ^:^''^'^^^  ^'"d  charj^e;  shrouded  in 

Ir  Pne    snK.ke.      \    hat  hosts  of  ,v,ns  the  Cierman, 

UcannuathshJIs.       1  he  nur  „f  tke  thin^  u  as  bke 

^^'^^  '",  ^''-'T"-      '^  -^^^  ^'-  ^Nl^ilarati^n  of  the 

sivctacle   that^kept   usfn.n.   dropping   from    f.ui^ue. 

iV;'    y^'^!^solth:sb:,.:„e.s:      dwo  weeks  with  ewrv 

;;--'i  -n.v,nd  infantrv  always  read.  iM.ot  ac^ 

i  he^reneral  in  connnand  was  directing  not  „n-  but 
'''-•>■  '^•^"'-.  each  with  a  f.eneralnf  -isown-  nn- 
n''-uvnn,,Mroops  acr„.s  the  streams  and  open  place 

cekm,  the  c.ver  of  forests,  with  the  aerV,ne  V 
able  o  1  arn  h.uv  n,anv  o(  the  enemv  were  hidden  in 
tfi^  lo  e..s  on  h,s  ,r<mt.  whde  he  tried  to  keep  his  men 
-^^t  o     ani^les   an  1   make   his   m„ve:.ents   corre.."';' 

v.th  those  of  the  divisions  on  his  ri;iht  and  left.  '  Skill 
this  requires;  skdl  eciuivalent  to  German  skill-  the  .kill 
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which  you  cannot  nrt^anise  in  a  month  ;iftcr  LaHi:vj;  for 
a  million  \nluntc(.-r>.  but  whi^Ii  prows  t!iriui;_ih  \cars 
of  organisation. 

Shall  I  call  the  jjcncral  in  chief  coinrnanJ  (jcncral 
X  .•'  1  his  is  according:  to  the  custom  of  anonvniitv. 
A  ureat  modern  army  like  t!u-  I'rer.eh  is  a  machine; 
a:n  man.  hi^h  oi-  low,  only  a  unit  of  the  macliine.  In 
this  case  the  real  name  ot'  X  is  Castelnau.  If  it  lacks 
the  fame  which  may  s.cn  its  clue,  that  mav  he  because 
he  was  not  operating;  near  a  transatlantic  caMe  end. 
1  amc  is  not  t!ie  h•l^iness  of  Irench  generals  nowada.vs. 
It  is  war.  What  counted  for  I'rance  was  that  he 
never  let  tlie  Cientians  get  near  the  gap  at  Mire- 
court. 

I  laving  failed  to  reach  the  gap.  the  Germans,  v.-ith 
tiiat  stubbornness  of  the  offen^^ive  which  characterises 
them,  tried  to  take  Nancy.  IIilv  got  a  batterv  of 
lieavv  guns  within  range  of  the  c:t\.  I'rom  a  high 
lull  it  is  said  that  the  Kaiser  wa.t.hed  the  bom!>ard- 
ment.  But  here  is  a  story.  As  the  Cjcrman  infantry 
a  i\anced  toward  their  new  obitctixe  the\-  passed  a 
I- rench  artillery  cnncer  in  a  ti'ee.  lie  uas  able  to  ]o. 
cate  that  hea\-y  battery  and  iib'e  to  Mgnal  its  position 
back  to  his  own  siile.  The  I-  rench  concentrated  sutii- 
cient  lire  to  silence  it  after  it  had  thrown  fortv  shells 
into  Nancy.  The  same  report  tJl.  Iv w  the  K  tiscr 
folded  his  cloak  around  him  and  walked  down  in 
Silence  from  h.is  eminence,  where  the  -.un  lila/cd  on  his 
helmet.      It  was  not  the  Cjccmans'  fault  that  thev  failed 


to  take 


N' 


aiu 


It  was  due  to  the  I-fvivJi. 


Some  time  a  ta.bia  will  be  put  up  to  ilenotc  the  high- 
water  mark  ot  the  Cierman  in\asion  of  Lorraine.  It 
will  be  between  t!ie  edge  of  the  forest  of  Champennux 
and  the  heights.      When  the  Germans  charged  from 
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the  cover  f)f  the  forest  to  act  possession  of  the  road  to 
Xanc\,  the  I'renJi  f,n;ns  and  niit  .-.lilKiiscs  which  Iiid 
held  their  fire  tunud  h.ose.  'I'll-"  rest  of  the  jtory 
is  how  the  Frciuh  infanrry,  inipatiLnr  at  \k'::v/^  held 
back,  swept  down  in  a  countcr-attatk.  and  the  (icr- 
mans  liad  to  ^i\c  up  their  e.iniivii._;n  in  Lorraine  as 
they  gave  up  their  campaign  a<;ainst  I'aris  in  the  early 
part  of  September.  SatlJest  of  :;1J  lost  o['pnrtun:ties 
to  the  cnrrespfindtnt  in  tliis  war  ir,  this  h^htii'.L;  in  Lor- 
raine. Une  had  (^nlv  to  climb  a  hill  in  order  to  see 
it  all! 

In  h:df  an  liour.  a.s  th.e  of:icv.r  outlined  the  posi- 
tions, we  hatl  l;\-ed  throu,i;li  the  tu.)  weeks'  lighting; 
and,  thanks  to  the  fair.iess  of  hi-,  storv  —  ihit  of  a 
professional  soldier  without  illusiiin,  —  we  lelt  that 
We  ii.'.d  lieen  heai-iiiL'  lii.^tory  while  it  was  \ery  frLsh. 
i  hey  are  \er\  bra\e  and  skilful,  the  (j.nnans," 
he  said.  "  W'e  still  l!a\e  a  battery  of  hea\  y  guns  on 
the  plateau.      Let  us  '^o  and  see  it." 

V\  e  went,  pickin;^^  our  nay  amtin^:  the  sr!(nv-co\-ered 
shell  Pits.  At  one  point  we  cr(.s,-,ed  a  eommunieating 
treneh,  where  soKliers  could  go  and  con^e  to  the  guns 
and  the  infantry  positions  without  being  exposed  to 
shell  tire.      I  n>ii:ev.d  tii.u  it  carried  a  .elepliwne  wire. 

"'\es,"  said  the  oiiieer;  "we  had  no  diteli  during 
tlie  tight  with  the  Gcrinaiis.  and  we  were  siuu-t  of  tele- 
phone wire  t.ir  a  while;  so  we  had  to  carrv  messages 
back  and  lortii  as  in  ttie  old.  da\>.  It  was  a  pretty 
warm  kind  ot  messenger  ser\iee  when  th.e  derman 
tnunnitrs  v.ere  falling  tiieir  thickest." 

■  \t  h■n^tl2  he  stoppeil  before  a  small  mound  of  earth 
not  in  any  wr.y  distinctise  at  a  sliort  dislance  on  the 
uneven  surface  of  the  plateau.  I  did  not  even  notice 
that  there  were  three  other  su.h  mounds.      I  le  pointed 
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to  a  linlc  in  the  irrnunJ.  I  !iad  bcjn  iisjvl  to  going 
throu^ii  a  manhole  in  a  batticahip  turret,  but  not 
throuyii  one  Iiito  a  ticld-gun  position  before  aeroplanes 
played  a  part  in  war. 

"  Enli  iz,  !ni!n>u-::r!  " 

And  I  stepped  di)\vn  to  face  tlic  breech  of  a  ^.^un 
whose  niu/zle  pointed  out  of  aiwjther  hole  in  tlie  tim- 
bered roof  covered  widi  earth. 


s  verv  C(.svl  "   I   reirarked 


w 


"  It"? 

"Oh,  this  i:,  the  slio[i !      The  IIvin,L(-roorn  is  bcio 
—  lierv  ;  " 

I  dcseentlcd  a  ladder  into  a  cellar  t-n  feet  below 
tlie  •^■\n  le\el.  where  some  .if  t!ie  ;,'unners  v.ere  lying 
on  a  thick,  carpet  of  pe  fectK   ilr\   straw. 

"  "\  ou  arc  ::  )r  doinic  nnich  lirinLj;  these  da\s?"  I 
suf:^.G;cste(l. 

"  (,)!i,  v.c  tr  .^'0  the  Bnchis  a  couple  this  n-.orninir  so 
they  wouldn't  -et  cocky  thinkin.i,'  the\   were  safe.      It's 
necess:'ry  to  keep  ymir  hand  in  e\en  in  the  uip.ter.'' 
Don't  you  '.lilt  loricsome?  " 

No,  we  s!i:lt  on  and  oit.  We're  not  h.ere  al'  the 
wiide.  It  IS  quite  warm  in  our  s:don,  moi'.sieur,  and 
v.e  ha\-c  jj;ood  comrades.  It  is  war.  It  is  for  France. 
What  would  \()u?  " 

lour  other  irun  po^-itions  and  four  (iher  cellars  like 
this!  Thousands  of  ^un  positions  and  thou-.;nds  of 
cellars  I  Man  in\ent.,  new  powers  of  destructi(.n  and 
man  hnds  a  wav  of  escaping  them. 

As  we  left  the  batter\  we  starr.d  forward,  and  s'ld- 
dcnly  out  of  t!ie  du>k  cani^-  a  sb.arp  call.  .\  \oun^^ 
corpora!  confronted  us.  Wh  )  were  we  ar.d  what  husi^ 
nesj  had  we  prowlinu:  ali-nt  on  that  hill?  If  there 
had  been  oiii.er  alo;-r  and  |  J,;^}  „nt  liad  a  h'i^<cr- 
passer  on  my  person,   the   A:;:crican  Amb.issador  to 


\ic   Mv  vi:.\R  or  the  gki:.\t  wak 

I  rancc  would  [rohnhly  h;i\c  h:ij  V)  j,a't  another  coun- 
tr\in:;n  out  ot'  iiMublo. 

i  iic  iru'iilcnt  slsous  Ii<r.v  t!i"r'ii;:;iilv  t'u-  aruu  is  pD- 
iiccd  :ind  how  yit\-iy.  lAiir(;i>  ulm  v.^kIlt  v.iiv  their 
corrcspijndcius  arc  not  in  the  front  hnc  .'.itJiinL,'  hi;!- 
Lts.  please  take   notice. 

It  was  dirk  uheii  v.c  returned  to  t!ic  little  xilla.L"-- 
tin  :hc  j'!,:teau  where  we  had  k  h'  our  ear.  idle  ida.c 
seein.d  iMiir.h.ihitctl  wirii  all  the  blind,  eloscii.  P,ut 
through  one  uneo\ered  window  I  saw  a  room  full  of 
chnttin.n;  soldiers.  Wc  went  to  pa\  our  re-peets  to  the 
t  dorul  in  eoinruand,  and  found  Iiim  and  his  statt 
around  a  table  <^-\\:\-^,\  with  oik  loth  in  •'he  main  li\- 
in:,r-ro(,:ii  ot'  a  v  ii!jn,.|-\  house.  1  Ic  sp^kc  of  hi,,  men, 
of  tl-.eir  h.\alty  and  eheerl'ulness,  as  t!ie  other  coni- 
manilers  had,  as  if  this  were  his  ord\-  bu-i.  dhesc 
Ircnch  otilcers  ha\c  little  "side":  iMnc  of  that  tnc- 
the-mark.  struttiiii,^  :Tii!itarIs:n  whieh  s'  nie  soldiers 
think  ne.esvirv  to  ctlivienev.  'I'hev  liw  \erv  simply 
on  camj\d,un,  ihou-h  if  they  tlo  <,ret  t)  town  for  a  f'evv 
hours  tiuy  enj<.v  a  ^ood  meal.  If  thev  did  nut, 
madame  at  the  re^aurant  would  t'eel  tliat  Ju-  was  not 
duiiig-  iicr  duty  tu  1  Vance. 
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Elation  in  the  cause  — Fmm  Nancy  soutluvard  —  A  RJant  Frenchman 
—  rcrso:aicl  of  the  French  mnchine  —  Di^funer  —  huhrr  Jotfre"* 
boarding  c•!,•al.li^hment  —  A  thrifty  army  _  Rcpon^ihility  in  a 
democracy— Hcurrnination  for  final  peace —"  Rural  free  de- 
livery" at  the  trout  -A  rard-indexed  army  — Their  families  — 
Battltficld.s  that  saved  Paris  —  Souvenirs  aplcntv  —  Rutlilcss 
'•military  advania-c  '  —  A  shattered  farmtinu-sc  —  Ilclpinj;  the 
farmers  — C'-.M^trui  lion  of  trenches  —  I„  t!ic  front  line  trench- 
Watchful  ^^:uun■s—  l\,r  Lorraine  .-..untry  —  Widespread  de- 
itruction- Aii'.rher  -  l..nu  ain '  — A  h;,iVL-  and  cre.it  Sister  — 
Thiiilini,'  attacks—- It  uas  for  I  i.inte:  •— His  Honour,  the 
Ma;,  or  —  1  !ic  iricnlmir  in  Lorraii,c. 

Scf)Kcni  11  piles  f)!'  hri.k  arui  mortar  where  a  lionic  has 
hc'ii  oi;:,rlir_  to  nnki-  .ihoiit  the  same  impression  aiiv- 
where.  When  you  ha.\e  -one  fro;:!  Del^iurn  to  V  reruh 
r.nrrame,  however,  you  will  know  i|jite  tile  eontrarv. 
In  iJei-iiim  I  sii'rereJ  all  the  iie|ircssion  whiJi  a  ni^^ht- 
iTiare  ot  uar's  mi-ery  cap  br;n-;  in  IrmJi  Lorraine  I 
foutul  myself  sharing  something  of  the  ehition  of  a 
man  who  looks  at  a  bruised  knuckle  witii  the  consuous- 
ness  thar  it  broke  a  burglar's  jaw. 

A  Hel.^ian  repairin,:,'  the  wreck  of  his  Iiouse  was  a 
grmi.  heartbreaking  pieUire:  a  J'renchman  of  Lorraine 
repairing  the  wreck  of  his  house  haj  t!ie  li-h.t  of  !iai\l- 
wun  victorv,  ol  eon!idence.  of  saeritiec  made  to  a  great 
purpose,  ot  Ireedo-n  secure  for  fiiture  generatio:is.  in 
his  e\es.  The  ihtterence  was  this:  I'he  derfiaris 
were  still  in  13elgiuni:  they  were  cnit  of  iVench  Lor- 
raine for  good. 

"What  matters  a  shelMiohj  tll^ouL^h  mv  waHc  nnd 
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ni\  turn  ruot  I  ""  s.iiil  a  Lurr.iinc  farmer.  "■  Work 
will  make  my  house  wIhjIc.  IJiit  nothing'  coulj  ever 
have  made  my  heart  and  soul  whole  while  the  (^ei- 
mans  remained.  I  saw  them  go,  monsieur;  they  lelt 
us  ruins,  but  I  Vance  is  ours!  " 

1  liad  thou^Iit  it  a  pretty  good  thiufr  to  sec  some- 
thing of  the  Eastern  Trench  front:  but  a  better  thing 
was  the  happiness  I  found  tiiere.  .1/.  //  capuainc  had 
come  out  from  the  .Minii-try  of  War  in  Paris;  but 
wlien  we  set  out  from  Nancy  southward,  we  had  a 
different  local  guide,  a  major  belonging  to  the  com- 
mand in  Jiarge  ui  the  region  wliich  we  were  to  v'sit. 
I  le  was  another  example  which  upsets  certain  popul.:r 
notions  of  I-'renchmcn  as  gesticiiliiting.  excitable  little 
men.  Some  six  feet  two  in  heij^ht.  he  had  an  eye  that 
looked  straight  into  xours.  a  \  ^  rv  stjuare  chin,  :\nA  a 
line  fi)rehe;ul.  You  ii.id  onI\  to  look  ;;t  Iiirn  mk\  si/e 
l:;!n  up  on  points  to  eoncludc  th.;t:  he  \\:u,  all  tlure; 
that  he  knew  lii^  work. 

"Wt'l.  \'.\'\e  git  good  \vc.al:cr  for  it  to-d.u, 
monsieur,"  said  a  \oice  out  of  a  goatskin  coat,  ar.d  I 
found  we  had  the  same  chauffeur  as  before.  These 
French  j^rivates  talk  to  you  and  \ou  talk  to  them. 
'l!:.y  are  not  simply  moulds  of  liesh  in  military  form 
who  sidute  v.\\^\  salute  and  siilute.  Thev  take  an  in- 
terest in  your  affairs  ;md  \oi-i  take  an  iiUere.-,t  in  tlieiis; 
thev  make  \ou  feel  like  home  folks. 

'I  he  sun  was  sliining —  a  v.;inn  wiruer  sun  lll;e  tiiat 
of  a  Ik'bruary  thaw  i:i  our  Nortliern  States  —  gl'sten- 
ing  on  the  snowy  lie!d>  iuid  slopes  among  tp  ■  >'  m*- 
csts  and  tree-clad  hills  of  the  mountainous  C(\....;^. 
Faces  ambushed  in  whiskers  thought  it  was  a  gviod  dav 
for  trimming  beards  and  washing  clothes.  The  sen- 
tries  along  the  rc-ads  had  tlieir  scarfs  around  their 
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riLVuj  iiit.ad  of  o\cr  tJicir  cars.  A  Iri-nch  sf>!  !icr 
makes  car  muli's,  chest  protector,  niglitc;ip.  and  a  h].in' 
kct  out  of  the  scarf  v.liich  wife  or  sister  knits  for  hlrn. 
If  any  woman  wlio  reads  this  knits  one  to  send  to 
I'rancc  she  may  he  sure  tfiat  the  fellow  w!^)  received 
it  will  Ljet  e\ery  stitcli's  worth  out  of  it. 

/  o-day.  then,  it  was  war  without  mittens.  Vou  did 
not  have  to  sound  the  Iiui^Ie  to  f;et  soldiers  out  of  their 
burrows  or  their  houses.  Our  lirst  stop  was  at  our 
ov,  n  reijuest,  in  a  \illau'e  where  groups  of  soldiers  were 
taking  a  sun  h.'th.  More  came  out  ot  the  iloors  as 
v.c  alighted.  IJic)  were  ,il!  in  ihc  hie  twenties  or 
earlv  thirties,  men  of  a  reserve  regiment.  Some  had 
been  clerks,  some  iabourers.  somi'  farmers,  some  em- 
ployers, when  the  war  began.  'I  hen  thev  were  piou- 
pious,  in  ri\-:uh  ,l,iMg:  tlim  all  Ir.in.e  pra\ed  goil- 
sjK'cd  to  its  beloved  pii>ii-pijii>.  liuii  \oii  knew  the 
clerk  by  his  pallor;  t!ie  labourer  b>  liis  hard  hands; 
the  .midoycr  b\  his  manner  of  command.  Now  tliev 
were  /(,;.'//.<  —  iK'.irdcJ.,  hard-c  e.l  \-ctcr;:ns;  vou  eoidd 
not  tell  the  clerk  from  tiie  Lib-urer  or  the  e;nplo\er 
from  the  peasant. 

Any  one  who  saw  the  tenderfoot  pilgrimage  to  tlie 
Alaskin  gold  licM  in  '</~-'')^  and  the  sanic  crowd  six 
months  later  w;!l  understand  v.liat  had  hipj'cned  to 
these  men.  I  he  puny  had  put  on  musdj;  the  city 
dweller  had  blown  his  lungs;  tlie  fat  man  h::A  lo^t  some 
adipose;  social  ditierences  of  h.il  it  had  disappeared. 
That  gentleman  U'^ed  to  his  bath  .\nd  linen  sheets  and 
the  hard  living  farmer  or  labourer  —  all  had  had  to 
eat  the  same  kind  of  food,  do  the  same  work,  run  tlic 
same  risks  in  battle,  and  sleep  side  by  side  in  the  hou.es 
where  tliev  were  lodged  and  in  the  dugouts  f)f  the 
trenches  when  it  was  their  turn  to  occupy  tii.m  dirough 
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the  winter.  A;u  "  snoh  '  linJ  his  cd^^cs  trimmed  1>'. 
the  bnntcr  of  his  comrades.  1  heir  boards  accentuated 
the  likeness  of  type.  A  cheery  lot  of  faces  and  iri- 
tcIl!•'M!^,  tlicvc,  which  j:reeted  us  with  curiuus  inter- 
est. 

"  i'erhaps  I'rcsident  \Vils(;n  will  make  peace."  one 
said. 

"When?"   I   asked. 

A  shru;.^  of  the  shoulder,  a  p;esture  t.)  the  l\ast,  and 
the  answer  was: 

"  When  we  ha\e  .Alsace-Lorraine  hack." 

I  nder  a  shcvl  their  dtjcuncr  wis  cdokin;^.  This 
nie.d  at  noon  is  the  iiie.il  of  i!ie  d  iv  to  the  average 
I-  reiichn-.an.  w  li.i  h.is  only  bread  and  coitce  in  liie  niorn- 
inj;.  I  hey  say  he  objects  to  lij^ditinq;  at  luncheon  time, 
liiat  is  the  hour  when  he  wants  to  sit  down  and  for- 
pet  hi>  work  and  laui.,di  and  talk  and  enjoy  hi>  eatin.Lj. 
1  he  (iennans  f^uiui  this  out  and  tried  to  take  his 
trenches  at  the  noon  hour.  This  interference  with  his 
gastronomic  habits  made  him  so  ani,M-v  that  he  dropped 
the  knite  aiul  fork  for  the  bayonet  aiul  took  back  anv 
lost  Ki'":"id  in  a  feroeious  counter-attack.  lie  would 
teacli  tliose  "  liojia  "  to  le.i\  .•  Iiiin  to  cit  his  Jrjtuurr 
in  jKMce. 

'1  hat  apnetisinii  stew  in  the  ketde  .  in  the  shevl  once 
more  prowd  that  I-'renJin-.Ln  know  h./a-  to  u)ok.  I 
d;dnt  b'iinie  them  for  objectintr  to  beir.tj;  shot  at  by 
the  (lerinans  when  they  were  about  to  e.it  it.  i  he 
averaLie  1  rench  soldier  is  better  fi\l  thin  at  home:  he 
gets  more  meat,  tor  a  hunij^ry  soldier  is  usua!l\  ;i  poor 
soldier.  It  is  a  \ery  simple  iirohlciii  with  b  rance''^ 
fine  ro.ids  to  teed  that  lontj  line  when  it  is  station;try. 
It  is  like  tecding  a  city  stretched  out  o\  er  a  distance  of 
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tor  each  ni.in  ami  a  known  number  of 


tour   ! 
ounc"; 

men  From  the  railroad  head  trucks  and 

aut()l)ui^^;s  tukc  the  supplies  up  to  the  distributiii; 
r-'nts.  At  one  place  I  saw  ten  Paris  autolnisses,  their 
s.;:  !s  painted  out  in  a  steel-fjircy  to  hide  them  from 
aeroplanes,  and  not  one  of  them  had  broken  down 
throueh  the  wnr.  1  lie  I'rench  take  ^ood  care  of  their 
equipment  and  tlicir  c!<>t!ies;  thev  waste  no  food.  As 
a  people  i^,.  so  I,  f!i(.-ir  ar-nv  m,  !  ;I,e  rrcncli  arc  thrifty 
by  n:Uur  . 

Father  Jotirc,  as  the  soldiers  call  him.  is  runninfj  the 
next  lar;;est  boardinj^  establishment  in  luirope  after 
the  Kaiser  and  the  C/ar.  And  he  has  a  happv  fam- 
ilv.  It  seemed  to  me  that  life  oi:,:.;ht  to  ha\e  been 
utterly  dull  for  this  characteristic  j2:roup  of  poilu^,  \W- 
inrjj  crowded!  toi,'ether  r.ll  winter  in  a  remote  village. 
Civilians  sequestered  in  this  fashion  awav  from  humc 
are  inclined  to  {ijL-t  grouchy  on  one  another. 

One  of  the  otiicers  in  speakinjj;  of  tiiis  said  that  early 
in  the  autumn  the  reserves  wtrc  pretty  homesick. 
Tliey  wanted  to  }»et  back  U)  their  \\i\LS  and  children. 
Nostalgia,  next  to  hunj^cr,  is  the  worst  thin;^  for  a 
soldier.  Commanders  were  wnrricJ.  15ut  as  the 
winter  wore  on  the  spirit  changed.  1  he  soKiiers  he- 
pan  to  feel  tlie  spell  of  their  tlemocratie  comradeship. 
I  he  fact  that  they  had  fouud--  toirether  and  survived 
tonjcther  played  its  p.irt;  ;inj  individualism  was  sunk 
In  the  one  thou^^ht  tiiat  they  v.ere  there  for  France. 
1  he  fellowship  of  a  cause  taui;ht  them  patience, 
brought  the:n  cheer.  And  another  thini;  was  the  in- 
creasing sense  of  team  plav.  of  confidence  in  victory, 
which  holds  a  ball  tt.im,  a  business  enterprise,  or  an 
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arnu'  to;^cthcr.  Cvcry  clay  the  organisation  of  the 
army  was  improving:  every  ilay  that  inJescrihahle  and 
subtle  elenuMt  ot  satislaetiun  thai  the  Germans  were 
securely  lie!  J  was  ;^:"ou;ng. 

I\ery  Irenchman  sa\cs  somethinc;  of  his  incon'c; 
madaiJie  sees  to  It  ihat  he  vloes.  lie  kiious  that  if  he 
ehes  he  will  not  lea\e  wife  and  c!ii!dren  penniless. 
Ills  son.  not  yet  old  enough  to  i'.j^ht.  will  conie  on  la 
take  his  place.  .Men  at  home  v,  ho  are  tuenty-tuo  or 
three  ;'.nd  unn^arr  ed.  men  who  are  tuenty-eij^ht  or 
thirty  and  nnt  \"n^  married,  and  n:en  ot  fortv  u'lth 
Slime  mune}'  put  by.  wdl.  m  turn,  understand  hmv  their 
own  c'.iss  KlIs. 

In  ten  mi.Mutes  you  had  entered  into  the  hearts  of 
this  sin.ule  company  "  •  a  wa\'  that  made  v.iu  feel  that 
you  h.id  ,L;ot  In.to  the  he.irt  of  th-,:  whole  Ircich  army. 
When  \iHi  asked  them  II  thev  would  like  to  ;^o  home 
they  didri't  s;iy  "  No  I  "'  all  in  a  clioius,  as  if  th.:t  were 
what  the  coUiiiel  h.i.  dd  them  to  say.  'I  hev  obev  the 
C(diUKl,  but:  their  thouj^hts  are  thtir  nv.n.  Otherwise, 
these  ruddv.  healthy  men,  representing  the  people  of 
I'ran^e  and  not  the  cafes  of  Paris,  wotdd  nut  keep 
I-rance  a  republic. 

'^  es,  they  d:i.l  want  tn  t;o  honie.  I  licv  diid  u  a.nt  to 
go  hotne.  The',  wanted  their  wi\es  and  babie>:  tliey 
wanted  to  sit  ilown  to  morning  cniiee  at  tijcir  own 
tables.  Lumps  rose  in  their  throats  at  the  suggestion. 
Dut  they  were  not  gning  until  the  (lernian  peril  was 
(jwr  torcNcr.  \Vli\  stop  n<'\'.,  onbe  to  liaxe  another 
terrible  war  in  thirty  or  fort}-  ve.ir^?  A  ;^eace  that 
woulel  endure  must  be  W(in.  They  had  tluuight  that 
out  tor  themselves.  Thev  uoubl  r^./t  stick  to  their 
determination  If  tiiey  had  not.  1  his  is  the  wa\  of 
democracies.      Ihus  e\er}"  one  was  conscious  that  he 
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was  fighting  not  incnly  U)  win,  but  for  future  genera- 
tions. 

"  It  happcncil  tliat  tliis  great  strugric  wIiIJi  wc  h.\d 
lung  leareii  eaine  in  our  day,  and  to  us  is  the  dut\-," 
said  one.  Y'ki  eauglit  the  spirit  of  .-omradeship  pass- 
ing  the  time  with  jests  at  one  an^tlier's  expense.  One 
fi  t!ie  men  v,ho  was  ?int  a  full  thiri;. -third  d.^ree  p'jilu 
liad  corrprornised  with  thj  ra/cr  on  a  moustache  as 
hia/ing  red  as  has  sfiDck  of  hair. 

"  I  tliink  that  the  ei)h)iKl  g:ive  him  the  tip  tliat  he 
would  li^rht  the  way  for  the  /eppehns,"  said  a  com- 
rade. 

1  'in-y  !  Sheer  envy  !  "  was  the  retort.  "  Look  at 
iiiml"  and  !;e  pointed  at  some  seraggly  hunches  on 
ch;n  ap.d  cheeks  which  resemMed  a  \oung  grcss  pLit 
that  had  come  up  badlv. 

"  1   don't  heheve  in  air-t;-!it  beards,"  was  t!ie  re- 


sponse. 


W  i^..n  I  producetl  a  camera,  the  effect  was  t!ie  same 


as  it  ahva\s  is  with  souiiers  at  the   tvi 


>nt. 


•] 


lev   all 


wanted  to  be  in  the  photoirr.iph,  on  tiie  L'la.r.ce  that 
tile  to!k>  at  home  might  see  liow  the  abse:it  ^,in  or 
iather  looked.  Would  I  s.nd  them  one?  .\iid  t!ie 
address  was  like  this:  "  .Monsieur  IJenexent,  Cor- 
poral of  I.nfantrv,  1  Stli  Cojiipany.  ."th  Battalion, 
2n9th  I\e^rl;.;Lmt  of  Infantry,  Postal  Sector  Xo.  121," 
bv  which  \ou  will  know  the  rural  free  deliverv  n:.thods 


along  the  l-remh  Iront. 


Iiis  address  1,  the  one  nit 


in  the  bhmk  wall  of  anon\niitv  whiJi  hides  the  hid: 
viduality  of  tlie  millions  under  Joltre.  Onlv  the  army 
knows  tile  sector  an.d  the  number  of  tl^e  rei;imcnt  in 
that  sector.  Hy  the  s:ime  kind  of  a  eard-indcx  svs- 
te;n  Jo:; re  mi-.^ht  \.\\  his  hand  on  any  one  of  liis  mil- 
lions, cadi  a  human  being  with  all  a  human  being's 
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individual  cnintinns.  who,  to  be  a  pf)nd  soldier,  must 
be  only  one  of  the  vast  multitude  of  cbedient  chcsi- 
inen. 

"  \Vc  arc  readv  to  <yn  after  t!um  wlicn  Father  Joffrc 
siys  the  worvl.""  all  UL^reed.  J(jttre  has  proved  hi'mstlf 
to  the  democracy,  which  means  the  enthusiastic  lovalty 
of  a  democracy's  infellin;(.-ncc. 

ll    there   are   aiiv   h(jmcsick  ones  we  should  tnid 
tiKrn  amon.L,^  the  !-;t  here,"  said  men  tupiniliif. 

J  hesc  were  the  men  v, ho  had  not  been  lont;  married. 
I  hey  were  nut  vet  [Kist  the  honevmoon  period:  they 
li:ul  vtaai::  ehildrui  at  Iiouk-;  perhaps  they  had  become 
lathers  smee  llv. y  went  to  war.  The  youni^er  tnen  of 
the  lir.t  ne  hail  the  irresponsibility  and  the  ardour  of 
\outh  \sh:Ji  iii;iki  s  enrnradeshiji  ensv. 

Ikit  the  older  men.  tl.e  I'erritorials  as  thev  arc 
called,  in  tiv.  !,:ie  thirties  and  early  f-irties,  have  set- 
tled d'uvn  in  hie.  I  heir  families  are  established; 
their  ea.reers  settle  1 ;  some  oi  them,  perhaps,  may  enjoy 
a  vacation.  Iiiiju  t'le  wile.  jor  \ou  know  madame,  in 
Iri'.iiec.  with  ;ill  Ikp  thrift,  can  be  a  little  bossv,  which 
IS  not  y,i\uv^  ii-..;t  i!;;s  is  not  a  projier  tonic  for  her 
lord.  So  the  old  !)o\  s  seem  tlie  m<'st  content  in  the 
le!lowshi[)  i.t  winter  (juarters.  What  thev  cannot 
statid  a.re  rei)e.ited,  loni:,  hard  marehes:  their  lejjs  f^ive 
out  ur.der  the  load  of  rille  and  pack.  i5ut  their  hearts 
are  in  the  \\.\v,  and  riL,dit  ilure  is  one  \erv  practical 


reasMfi    v,  li\'    t!ie\- 


■^\\\ 


lit    well 


;ifu 


tllev 


ha 


ave 


fouL,du  better  as  tiiev  liar.;ened  with  time  and  the  old 
I-rench  spirit  re\i\id  in  their  blooii. 

".//,'";.'/,  ;;/(■>>/,  .-r.,/''  sa-d  the  tall  major,  v\  lO 
wanted  us  to  see  battle-fields.  ft  required  no  escort  to 
tell  us  where  the  butle-tield  was.  Wc  knew  it  when 
we  came  to  it  as  yon  kn'>w  t!ie  point  reaehcu  Dv  hii^h 
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tiJe  on  the  sanJ,  —  this  ticKl  w  !kto  inanv  ( ictrvslnirgs 
\\crc  t(uj;rlu  ill  (;nL-  tlirou^h  that  terrible  furtni^'ht  in 
late  Au^'u^t  nn;l  early  September,  when  the  future  of 
France  antl  the  whole  worKi  huHLT  in  the  luiancc  — 
as  the  (lermans  soiiuht  to  re.ich  I'aii-,  and  win  a  cle- 
cisi\-c  victory  over  the  I  reneh  ar:i;y.  Where  >kbtnjc- 
tion  CI'' led  ;here  the  (jeniian  iruasion  reaelicJ  its 
limit. 

I-orcsts  and  streams  ami  Jit.he^  and  railroad  cul- 
verts pla\ed  their  part  in  t.icti.al  surprises,  a-^  tfiev  il'd 
at  (iett\sburg;  and  cemetery  walls,  too.  In  all  mv 
battle-lie'd  \isit5  in  J  airope  I  ha\e  not  seen  a  single 
cemetery  v., ill  tliat  \v:'s  not  loophoUd.  l'>ut  the 
fences,  which  tlin);i;;ht)Ut  the  Ci\  i!  War  o!teri.d  in> 
pediment  to  c!iarue>  and  screen  to  the  tmops  which 
could  reach  them  lirst,  were  missinir-  I  iie  fields  lay 
in  bold  stretches,  becau-.e  ir  is  the  Inisiness  of  sounj,' 
boys  and  j^irK  in  Lorraine  to  watch  the  c  'Ws  and  keep 
them  out  of  the  ci-rn. 

\\  e  stdpjied  at  a  crossronvls  where  Lharu;cs  met  and 
wrestled  back  and  forth  in  and  out  of  the  dirJies. 
Fragments  ot  shclh  appeared  as  steps  scuMcd  awav 
the  thin  coatini^  of  snn\.  I  [licked  up  an  old  1-  :eni.li 
cap,  with  a  slash  in  the  top  tiiat  toKl  Ikjw  its  tnvner 
came  to  his  enti,  and  near  by  a  Gerrtian  helmet,  lor 
there  arc  souvenirs  in  plenty  Kin^  in  t!ie  \o'-"'K  wheat 
which  was  sown  after  the  battle  w:ts  o\er.  .Millions 
of  little  nickel  bullets  are  ploughed  in  with  the  blood  of 
those  who  died  to  take  the  Kaiser  to  I'.iris  and  those 
wlio  died  to  keep  him  out  in  this  iighting  across  these 
fields  and  through  the  forests,  in  a  tug  of  war  of  give- 
and-take,  of  men  exhausted  after  nights  and  d.us 
under  lire,  men  with  bloodshot  e\es  su'ik  k\^\-v  In  the 
sockets,  dust-laden,  bIood-s[\ittered,  with  forty  )e.irs 
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ot  latent  human  powder  brcakinjr  forth  into  hdl  v,  hen 
the  war  was  only  a  month  old  and  I^o^ion  was  at  a 
white  heat. 

Hasty  b!iel[er  tretiches  f^^ridiron  th.e  land;  such 
trenches  as  breathless  men.  droppnifj;  after  a  cliarL;e, 
tiircw  up  iiurriedly  with  the  spades  that  tliev  carry  on 
tlicir  hacks,  to  i^ivc  them  a  little  co\er.  And  there  is 
tlie    trcnJi   tint   stopped   the   ()erm,:ns  —  the   tr  nJi 


'I't 


wnich  they  cliar;;ed  Init  couM  not  take.      it  lies       .on;^ 
idiolis  SD  thick  llu'.t  \oii  can  step  from  one  lo  an- 


i!d  not  take.      It  lies 
sikT  '    '  ■  •  •     ■ 

other.  In  places  its  crest  is  torn  awa\,  uhieh  n-eans 
that  !mI*  a  ilo/,,i  rnen  were  killed  in  a  uroup.  But 
reserves  lilled  ^t.'ieir  places.  ■llie\  kept  jiourinir  out 
thedr  stream  of  lead  v.liich  fJerman  courage  could  not 
I  hus  t  ir  and  no  farther  the  invasion  a^^nc 


leld  w!i\h  will  hi-  e\er  memorable. 


<'ne  0}  tiiose 


endure. 

in  t!;ar  wliea! 

We  Went  up  a  fiiii  (,rKe  cr''\,ned  h\ 
clusters  of  farm  lHiildin;j;s  (,f  stone  amf  mortar,  where 
honsc  and  -t.-ldes  and  L^rannries  are  close  toirether. 
All  arnii.id  were  bare  !'elds.  Tho^e  farm  buTldinirs 
stood  up  like  a  nMunt.dn  [Kak.  d'lie  ErenJi  had  the 
hill  and  lost  it  anvl  recovered  it.  Whichever  s\ie  had 
it.  t!ie  other  was  boun  I  to  batiie  it  in  shells  because  it 
tonniianded  the  couutry  iiround.  T!ie  walue  of  prop- 
erty meant  not!li!^L^  All  rh.at  counted  was  military 
adva.nta^'e.  Because  churches  are  often  on  hilltops, 
beeause  tliev  are  bound  to  be  used  for  lookouts,  is 
wlu-  thev  net  torn  to  pieces.  Wlien  two  men  are 
li.i^htm;,^  l(;r  life  thev  don't  bother  about  upsetting  a 
table  witli  a  vase,  or  ne.tiee  an\  "  Keep  oft  the  Lrra.ss  " 
siLMis:  no,  not  e\  en  if  the  family  Bible  be  underfoot. 

None  o(  the  r.i"f,  none  of  tlte  surcrst-ructure  of 
th'^se  farm  buddings  was  !  f t ;  onK'  r!ie  lo-,\er  walls. 
which  were  eighteen  inche.-,  thick  and  in  places  penc- 
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tratcil  !'y  t!ic  <!k1!s.  I'or  wliiii  a  Frcicfininn  Iniilds 
a  farn-.liousc  he  huilJs  it  tn  Ki>t  n  few  hut:, Ire!  \cnrs. 
'J'hc  farm  wimiini!]  was  as  twistcJ  as  a  bir^ica,u;c  that 
has  been  rolled  under  a  tndlev  car.  but  a  lar,L;e  hav- 
rakc  was  '..-iharmei!.  SuJi  is  the  lu.k  of  war.  I 
made  i;p  ine  mind  tliat  if  i  ever  ^ot  under  shcll-fire 
I'd  make  for  the  hayrake  and  avoid  the  wimimlll. 

Our  tall  major  pointed  out  all  t!ic  fluctuatintr  po- 
sitions durincj  the  battle.  It  was  like  liearinLr  a  chess 
match  explair.vd  tr'  m  memory  by  an  e\pe'-t.  Words 
to  him  were  somethinii;  precious.  He  made  each  i^nc 
count  as  he  "  ,:'  1  the  shots  from  his  caniion.  I  lis 
narrative  had  ;'].  !.:cidity  of  a  terse  iudi^e  rcvIewinLj; 


evidence. 


IKU 
I  Me 


hat;le-l:.; 


m 


lie 


was  etduM  o[-,  his  m.rit 
every  important  pha>e  of  its  action. 

Not  once  div!  he  sp'cak  in  abuse  of  llie  ene.Miw  I 
staff  officer  who  directs  steel  rini^inLi:  on  sr^'cl  is  too 
busy  tlirustinL,^  and  keepini^  <,fua;-d  to  indulge  in  dia- 
tribes, lo  him  th.c  enemy  is  a  ["Powerful  impersonal 
de\-il  w'lio  must  be  beaten.  Wdien  I  asked  aliout  tfic 
conduct  of  the  (jer.nans  in  the  towns  Hiey  occupied, 
his  lip  tij^htened  and  his  eves  .Li;rew  h;ird. 

"  I'm  alraid  it  was  prett\  b.id!  "  he  said;  as  if  he 
felt,  besides  tb.e  wronii;  to  his  own  people,  the  shame 
that  men  who  had  fou^dit  so  bravely  shi  dd  ac-  so  ill. 
I  think  his  attitude  toward  war  was  this:  "  We  will 
die  for  I- ranee,  but  calliivj;  trie  fiersiMns  names  will 
not  help  us  to  win.      It  onlv  takes  breath." 

As  our  car  rat;  up  a  trcntle  hill  we  nf)ticcd  two 
soldiers  drivini;  a  load  of  manure.  This  seemed  u 
pretty  prosaic,  e.en  humiliatin;^.  business,  in  a  jioetic 
sense,  for  the  brave  poihi<,  veterans  of  I.orraine's 
great  battle.     But  I'ather  Joffrc  is  a  true  Frenchman 
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of  his  time.  Why  shouldn't  the  snKJicrs  help  the 
farmers  '.\  hose  sons  are  away  at  the  front  and  perhaps 
hcli)in;r  farmers  hack  of  some  other  point  of  the  line? 

Over  the  crest  of  the  hill  we  came  on  lonr;  lines  of 
soldiers  hearinjr  timbers  and  fascines  for  trench  build- 
iniT,  whkh  explained  why  some  of  the  villa;,'cs  were 
empty.     A    f-ibcinc    is    something   usuallv    made    of 
woven  branches  which  will  hold  dirt  in  position.     The 
woven  wicker  cases  for  shells  which  the  CierrKm  artil- 
lery uses  and  leaves  behind  when  it  has  to  quit  the  field 
m   a   hurry,   make  excellent   fascines,   and  a  number 
th:it    I    saw   were   of   this    reidy-made   kind.      After 
carrymg  shells  Im-  killinir  Frenchmen  thev  were  to  pro- 
tect  the  lives  ot   Frenchmen.      Ncjr  \>\  i:-]\:r  soldiers 
were   turn;ni,r  up  a   strip  of   I'rcsh   earth   .'.L^niinst   the 
snow,   which   looked   like   a   rip   in   tk.c   frosting  of  a 
chocolate  cake. 

_'■  IFav  lio  vou  like  tliis  kind  of  w:ir?  "  we  asked. 
Ir  is  the  k:rid  that  irr;-j,atl(.!iist,-,  ai;d  ^.uh'.wiv  excavators 


.!o. 


"  \Vc'\-c  n;r,,n-n  to  he  \cry  fond  of  it."  v>as  the  an- 
swer. "It  ;s  a  cu!ti\atcd  taste,  which  becomes  a  pas- 
sion witii  experience.  Alter  ;.-..,  h;,ve  been  shot  at  in 
tlie  ojicn  vou  want  all  tl;e  eart.'i  \  ou  ran  get  between 
you  and  t!ie  bulkts." 

Now  we  ali-hted  fr.im  t!ie  aiUomobile  and  v>ent 
forward  on  foot.  We  passed  some  eight  lines  of 
trenches  before  we  c.ime  to  the  one  where  we  were 
to  stop.  A  practised  military  eye  had  gone  over  all 
that  ground:  a  practised  military  hand'had  laid  out 
each  trend).  After  the  work  was  done  the  civilian's 
eye  could  grasp  the  principle.  If  one  trench  were 
taken,  the  men  knew  exactly  how  to  fall  back  on  tiie 
next,    which  commanded   iJic  ground  they  had  left. 
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'1'Ik'  trcjuncs  were  not  continuous.  Tlv.-rc  ucre  o5'>cn 
spaces  l.t't  purposely.  .M!  th.u  fi-Mnt  w.is  !'t-'r:illy 
lucked,  and  double  and  triple  locked,  with  trenJies. 
Break  through  one  barred  door  and  there  is  anoUier 
:ind  aiiot!ier  confronting;  you.  Consid^'rinti;  the  mil- 
lion, dl'  burrow  ini;  and  ili^jii'ii^  -^"-l  watchin;^  soldiers, 
it  occurreil  t<i  one  tlint  it  a  trjnu-lr  (saucepan)  came 
aionjT  and  buried  our  little  part\.  our  loss  would  not  be 
as  much  n^tned  as  it  a  p;i.\e  nt  cnpinLj  tr^i.,!  a  hi^h 
huildins;  hid  lalLn  :i!id  extiu'^uished  us  on  Hroaiiway, 
which  would  be  a  re!,iti\cly  no\el  way  of  dyini^.  Hc- 
in<j[  killeil  in  war  had  Inuj^  ceased  to  be  a  no\elty  on 
the  continent  of  I  umpe. 

Wo  seemed  in  a  dead  world,  except  for  the 
leisurely,  hoarse,  muffied  reports  ot  a  1  rench  trun  in 
the  woods  on  either  side  of  the  open  spa^e  where  we 
stood.  Through  our  Ljlasses  we  could  see  (|uitc 
dearh-  the  line  of  the  Cierni.m  front  tiencli.  which  was 
ir.  t!ie  outskirts  of  a  xillage  on  higher  gri-und  than  the 
l-'rencb..  Nut  a  luini.in  being  was  \  isiMe.  B..th  sivles 
were  watching  for  any  move  ot  the  otlicr  and  mean- 
wb.ile  lying  tight  umler  co\er.  B\-  day  tliev  were 
nvirooned.  All  s'jp]dies  and  all  rebels  ot  men  who 
are  to  take  their  turn  in  fnmt  gn  out  by  night. 

There  were  no  men  in  the  trench  where  we  stood; 
those  who  would  n:an  it  in  case  ot  danger  ui^re  in  the 
adjoining  words,  wlure  the\'  hail  onlv  to  cut  d'>wn  s:ip- 
lings  and  make  shelters  to  be  as  comfortable  as  in  a 
winter  resort  camp  in  the  Adirondacks.  Anv  minute 
t'lfv  might  receive  a  call  —  which  meant  death  tor 
manw  l],it  tl;e\'  were  us.d  to  tin-,t,  and  their  card 
games  went  on  none  the  less  n^-rrdy. 

*'  No  farther?  "'  we  asked  our  maior. 

"  No  farther!  "  he  said.     "  i  his  is  risk  enough  for 
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you.  It  looks  very  pcaccfu!.  hut  the  cncmv  could  toss 
in  some  ;;/,.;;////.•,•  if  it  pk.iscd  him;'  IVrh-ps  he  was 
cxa^-cratinjr  the  ri>k  f.,r  the  sake  ot  a  reahstic  ctre.t 

Have  risks  enough  m  trciiJics.  It  was  .m  suJi  an  oc- 
casion  as  this,  on  anotliLr  part  ol  t!ie  i  inKJ-  line  that 
two  ,,,rresp„iulents  ^!ipn,,i  .,,,.,,^.  ,-,,„„  j,,,_.  ,,,^;^,^,^^  ^^^^_ 

du.t:n-  them.  th.,u-h  their  word  of  honour  was  ^Iven 
ivn  to  do  so  — whiJi  adds  an.'ther  reaso,,  for  n.ili- 
tarv  susp.uon  ot  the  press,  ddie  ot'u,,-.  ran-  up  the 
nearest  telephone  v.hieii  connected  with  tl':e  front 
tren  hes.  the  batteries,  and  re-inieiital  a-id  brigade 
head.|uarters.  to  apprehend  tw.,  men  of  suih-and-'^uch 
description.  I  hey  were  taken  as  e.isilv  as  a  n-.^-cv,.] 
one-eared  man.  with  a  wooden  le^  and  red  hair.  wou'J 
be  m  trvm-  t..  -et  out  of  poli.e  luad.juarters  when  the 
do.M-inan  liad  In.  l^ertlilon  photoyrai)h  and  measure- 
merits  to  ^o  jiv. 

I  hat  battery  hidden  from  aerial  observation  in  the 
thick   forest  kept  up  its  slow  firin^r  at  intervals.      It 

r-'^  r"!'"^'"''"'"""  "■'"-■  "^'  ^''''  ^'^•'■'nan  trenches, 
liendish  the  consistent  rei^ndaritv  with  whiji  it  kept 
on,  and  so  easy  for  t!ie  Rtinners.'  dhev  iiad  onlv  to 
slT  ni  a  shell,  swin-  a  breechlock  hom'e,  and  pull  a 
I.nnard.  1  he  (.ennan  -uns  did  not  respond  because 
tiiev  could  not  locate  the  i  rench  batterv.  Thev  may 
iiaee  known  tint  it  was  somewhere  in  the-  f<M-est.  but 
hnn.LC  at  two  or  three  hundred  acres  of  wood  on  the 
ch.mce  of  reachin<r  some  ;,nins  heaxilv  pr -tected  by 
earth  and  ti-nberintr  was  about  like  tossing  a  pea  from 
tlic  top  of  the  Washington  Monument  on  the  chance 
of  hittinrr  a  fourdeafed  clover  on  the  lawn  below. 

Our    little    rrroup    remained,    not    standin-r   in    the 
trench,  but  back  of  it  in  full  relief  for  some  time;  for 


SMII.r:^  AMONG   KLINS 


191 


the  Gcrtnan  Runi'.crs  rcfu-^.J  to  pl.iv  for  realism  by 
sending  u-i  :i  w.annUc.  I'ri)l)ahly  they  had  seen  us 
through  the  tcleseope  at  the  start  an  J  cotuliuitd  \vc 
vercn't  uortli  a  shot.  In  tlic  :::>t  months  of  the  war 
suJi  a  target  woulJ  h.we  reeel\ed  a  \)w:^i  ot  shells, 
f. .r  the  fu'i  of  seeing  us  scatter,  if  noihitia;  else.  '1  hen 
ammunition  was  plentiful  anvi  the  sj^ort  of  shooting 
had  not  lost  its  /est;  hut  in  these  winter  liavs  orders 
were  not  to  waste  aiinmmition.  1  he  factories  must 
nvnufailure  a  si.pplv  ahead  for  tlie  summer  uimpaign. 
'1  here  must  he  fifteen  dollars'  worth  of  tan/et  in 
si.tiht.  sav.  for  the  smallest  sIkII  costs  tr.at ;  and  the 
shorter  you  a^c  of  shelK  the  more  \aluahle  the  tari^et 
must  he.  Desides,  \\v\\\'^  a  cannon  had  hecomc  as 
comnionplaee  a  function  to  hoth  I'reneh  and  (ierman 
gunners  as  getting  up  to  put  another  stick  ol  wootl  in 
the  sto\e  or  going  to  open  the  tloor  to  take  a  letter 
fri'm  the  postman. 

We  h;;  i  glim'pses  of  other  trenches:  but  this  is  not 
the  place  in  this  hook  to  \\  rite  ot  trenches.  We  shall 
see  trenches  till  we  are  we;!r\  id  tlurn  later.  We  arc 
going  direct  to  derhcx  iller,  wh.ich  was  —  emphasis  on 
the  past  tense  —  a  t\pical  little  Lorraine  tuwn  of  Hf- 
tcen  hundred  inhabitants.  I-ook  where  \ou  would 
nov,-,  as  we  drove  ah)ng  the  road,  and  you  saw  churches 
witliout  steeples,  houses  with  roofs  stan^iing  on  sec- 
tions of  walls,  houses  smashed  into  bits. 

"  1  s.iw  no  such  widespread  destruction  as  tliis  in 
Belgium!  "  1  ex  Jaime  1. 

"  Tliere  was  no  sush  ti^hting  in  Helgium,"  w.is  the 
ansv.er. 

Of  course  not.  except  in  the  southv.  estern  corner, 
where  the  artnies  still  face  each  other. 

"Not  all  the  damage  was  done  by  the  Germans," 


193     MV    ri  AR  OV  Till-:  (JRI-AT  WAR 


the  major  txplainej.  "  Naturallv,  when  thrv  were 
}iounn^'  in  iK.ith  from  the  cuvcr  of  a  htnisc,  our  ^nms 
let  drive  at  that  hou^e.""  he  went  on.  "  'I'hc  owners 
ot  the  hoi;>cs  that  were  hit  h\  n\:r  ^Ii-lls  .irc  rather 
proud  —  proud  of  our  markMiianship.  prouii  that  \vc 
gave  the  unweieome  j^uest  a  hot  pill  to  swallow." 

f'-'r  ren  davs  the  Bavarians  had  Clerhtv  iller.  Thev 
tore  it  to  piea's  before  tlic>  ^ot  it.  then  burned  the 
remains  because  th.ey  said  the  population  sniped  at 
them.  .\!1  the  or^'v  of  I.ouvain  was  repeated  here, 
un.hronieled  U>  our  people  .it  home.  The  chureh 
looks  like  a  Swiss  eiieesc  from  ^h-l!-ho!es.  Its 
steeple  was  hound  to  be  an  obser\,ition  post,  reasoned 
t!ie  (iermans:  so  thev  poured  shells  into  it.  But  the 
briuirv  had  a  tall  eliinmev  whiili  was  an  eve;i  iMter 
lookout,  and  the  iM'cucry  is  the  nne  building  uii!iar;:icd 
in  the  town.  I'he  IJ.ivarians  knew  t!i  it  thev  would 
nijijd  tli.it  tor  tluir  eommissari.it.  I  or  a  B.iwirian 
will  nor  ti-ht  without  his  beer,  'ihe  land  was  littered 
with  barrels  after  thev  had  j^.nie.  I  ,aw  some  in 
tiTnihes  oeeupied  by  Bavarian  reserves  not  far  baek 
ol  where  their  lirin^dinc  h.ul  been. 

*'  I  lowever,  the  fact  tliat  the  brewerv  is  intact  and 
the  church  ;n  ruins  doe,,  nut  prove  that  a  brewerv  is 
bettei-  than  a  church.  It  nnlv  [troves  whiJi  is  the 
Lord's  side  in  this  wa.^"  said  Sister  Julie.  But  I  ^et 
ahead  of  m\  storv. 


In  the  middle  of  the 


main  street  ^vere  half  a  d  i/cn 


sinoke-blackened  houses  whiJi  re;i  aine  1  stanJIn^',  an 
oasis  in  the  sea  of  destruction,  with  doors  and'win- 
dows  intact,  facing  jraps  where  doors  and  windows  had 
been.  \\\-  entered  with  a  sense  of  awe  of  the  chance 
which  had  spared  these  bnild:nL,'s. 
"  Sister  Julie!  "  the  m.ijor  caUed. 
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A  short,  sturtly  nun  of  about  sist\  \cars  answered 
cheerily  and  appeared  in  the  dark  h.dl.  She  led  us 
into  the  s.ttinj^-rooin,  where  t>hc  sprsly  placed  chairs 
for  our  little  party.  She  was  smiling;  her  eyes  were 
sparkling  with  a  hospitiihle  and  kimlly  interest  in  u<, 
while  I  felt,  on  my  part,  that  thrill  of  curiosity  that 
one  always  has  when  lie  meets  some  celebrated  persin 
for  the  first  tisne  —  a  curiosity  no  less  keen  than  il  I 
were  to  meet  Barbara  1  rietchic. 

'ihrouyh  all  that  battle  of  ten  tlavs.  with  the  can- 
non never  silent  day  or  niuht,  with  shel!s  scre.nnin;^ 
ovcrheail  anil  crashing  into  houses;  t!irou_',h  ten  d..ivs 
(if  thundc!-  and  li^htnin^  and  earlhiiu.ike,  she  .iivl  lier 
four  sister  associates  remained  in  ( icrbev  iller.  \\  hen 
the  town  was  fired  they  nio\  ed  from  one  building  to 
another,  'i'hev  nursed  h<nh  wounvled  French  ami 
Ciermnns,  also  wounded  tow  nsj  eo[le  who  cuuld  not 
flee  with  t!ie  otliers. 

"  ^'ou  were  not  Jitened?  \ou  did  not  tiiink  of 
j:Toin<;  awav  .'  "  she       s  asked. 

"  Irii^htened?  "  she  answered.  '  I  had  not  time 
to  think  of  th:;t.  Go  awa\  r  1  low  eouKi  1  ulien  t!ie 
Lord's  work  had  come  to  me  .'  "' 

['resident  Poincare  went  in  }icr-  )n  to  (^i\e  her  the 
LcL'ion  ui  I  lo.'iDur.  the  lirst  ^!\en  to  a  wom.ui  in  this 
war:  so  rare!'.'  ui\eii  to  a  woman,  an. I  here  iiestinved 
with  the  Io\e  ut  a  nation.  Sister  M.irie  w.is  in  the 
kitJien  at  the  ti:ne.  \ery  busy  cookint^  the  meal  for 
the  sick  uhoMi  the  sisters  are  still  caring  tor.  So  Sis- 
ter J -die  took  the  President  of  France  intij  the  kitchen 
to  meet  Sister  Marie,  quite  as  she  would  take  vou  or 
me.  A  human  beinu;  is  simply  a  human  beitiL^  to  Sister 
Julie,  to  be  treated  courteously;  and  great  men  may 
nut  cause  a  me.il  for  the  sick  to  burn.      Atter  the  com- 
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plcxity  oi  I  rcndi  polit:.!,.  I'rcMtlcrit  Toincarc  was  any- 
tlmi«  Iiut  i.iiKivnur.ihlv  iiiiprcsscJ  hv  the  inciilcnt.  ' 

'•  1  Ic  u;is  siuh  a  little  n-an.  I  could  not  believe  at 
first  that  he  .oulj  Ic  rrcsiJcnt,"  she  said.  '•  i 
thoii-hl  th.it  the  lu-esident  ntl  r.iiue  \v..;dd  |,c  a  hi« 
man.  Hut  lie  was  very  aKrecabie  and.  I  am  sure.  \ery 
\yise.  I  hen  there  were  otlier  men  with  liim,  a  Mon- 
sieur dc-de-DesJiiruI.  uho  was  president  of  some- 
tim-  rr  other  in  I'.nis,  .irJ  M-msicur  du-dii  —  vcs. 
that  was  it.  I)u  U.i^.  I  Ic  also  is  president  of  some 
thin-  ni  I'ans.      I  hev  w.  re  very  agreeable,  too." 

"  .\n^\  \()ur  F.e^ioii  ,,i  I  buiour?  " 


Oh,  rn\  Miedil  that  M.  !.■  I'lesldcnt  save 


me : 


I 


>'(). 


keep  thai   .n  a  drauer.      1  do  nut  wear  it  everv  dd\ 
uhui  I  am  in  my  working  ehitlus." 
I  Ia\  e  \  ou  L\  er  bei.ii  to  i'.iris  ?  " 
"  No.  n:onsieur." 

I  hey  will  make  a  ^reat  ado  (,ver  vou  uhcn  you 

'•  I    nuist  stav  in  (urbe\  iller.      If  I    staved   durin- 

the  li^htiny;  and  when  the  Cjermans  wu-e'here.  why 

should     I     leave    now?     Gerbevill-T    is    mv    home. 

Jliere  is  rniidi  to  d.>  here,  and  there  will  be' more  to 

do  uh.M  tJK-  peo-le  u!iO  were  dri^'en  awav  return." 

1  Iicse  nMMs  s.iw  their  townspeople  stood  up  against 
a  w.ijl  and  shut:  they  saw  their  townspeople  killed  by 
she  Is.  1  he  eornueopia  of  w  ar's  horrors  was  tmptiej 
•it  the:r  dour.  .\:u\  wo„;e;i  oi  a  provincial  town,  who 
li'd  Kd  peacelul.  cloistered  lives,  thev  did  not  blenth 
or  laher  m  the  presence  of  ghastliness  which  only  men 
arc  supposed  to  have  the  stoicism  to  witness. 

\\  h  .!  feature  of  the  ni^rbtmare  had  held  most  viv- 
idly in  Sister  Julie's  mmd?  It  is  hard  to  sav:  bi;t  tlie 
"lie  nhkii  she  dwelt  on  was  aboiit  the  bov  and  the  cow 
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TIic  iruaikrs,  ulivr)  llicy  came  in,  «)i\ii.Ti.\l  t!iat  ii  i  i:t- 
liaMtant  leave  his  house,  on  pain  of  licatli.  A  boy  of 
ten  utuk  his  cow  to  pasture  in  tlic  morning  us  usual. 
He  tliJ  iiot  see  an\ thing  wron^  in  that.  1  he  cow 
O'j^ht  to  ;;o  to  pasture.  And  lie  \va>.  shot,  for  he 
broke  a  niihtary  regulation.  I  le  ni'i;ht  Iiave  been  a 
spy  using  the  cow  as  a  bHiui.  War  Joes  not  bother  t" 
discriminate.      It  kills. 

Sister  Julie  can  enjoy  a  joke,  parti.ularlv  on  the 
Germans,  and  her  cheerful  sM.ile  a:ul  genuine  laugh 
arc  a  lesson  to  all  people  who  dr.iw  long  faces  in  tunc 
of  trou'.ile  and  weep  oxer  spilt  milk.  A  buo\ant  tern- 
pcranieiit  anJ  unshaken  f.iith  carried  her  through  her 
ordeal.  Though  her  hair  is  white,  youth's  optitni^.m 
and  confidence  in  the  future  a:ui  the  jo\  dt  \ietory  \<'V 
I'ruue  overshadowed  the  present.  I  lie  town  a:;d 
church  would  be  rebuilt;  children  would  pl.n  in  the 
streets  again;  there  was  a  lot  of  the  Lord's  work  to  Jo 
ycr. 

In  e\  erv  word  ;'nd  thought  she  is  I'rench  —  French 
in  her  liveliness  ot  spirit  an^l  (jui^kness  ot  comprehen- 
sion; .vliolly  Irench  there  on  the  borderland  of  (ier- 
many.  If  we  only  went  to  the  outskirts  of  the  town, 
she  reminded  us.  ue  ctnild  see  Iiou  the  suKhers  ot  her 
beloved  I'rance  fought  anJ  why  she  wa>,  happv  to  h.i\e 


re 


Tiaincil  in  Cierbeviller  to  welcome  them  bad 


In  sii^ht  of  that  intact  brewery  and  that  wreck  of  a 
church  IS  a  gentle  slope  ot  open  I'.eld.  cut  liv  a  road. 
Along  the  crest  were  many  mounds  as  thick  as  the 
gra\"es  of  a  cemetery,  and  bv  the  sitle  of  the  road  was 
a  temporary  monument  above  a  big  mound,  sur- 
rounded by  a  sanded  walk  and  a  fencJ.  I  .he  dead 
h;id  been  thickest  at  this  point,  and  here  they  had  been 
laid  in  a  vast  grave.     The  surviving  comraJes  haJ 


u)6    MY  Vi:.\R  OF  Tin:  r.RIAT  WAR 


tliat  mf)n!in;-nt:   aiul.   in   iiniiiorv  of  w'lst  t!ic 
Kid   tui'-ht   ]'...:•.  t!ic  li\ing  said  that  ihcv  were 


yards 
::!i  aeroplanes 


y 

at 


111  a  (ic 
dead 
not  yel  rc>ui}   lo  cjuit  lii^htin;^ 

Standin.^T  on  tliU  crest,  you  were  a  thousanL 
aw.;y  Ji-din  tlie  ed.Lje  of  a  woods.      Cjerm 
had  seen  tlic  1  ttnJi  massin.ir  for  a  tliarj^c  under  the 
cover  of  that  crest:  hut  I'rench  aerenlanes  could  not 
sec  what  was  in  the  wouds.      KiPies  and  machine  gu-is 
poured   a    spray  of   lead   across   the   crest   when   th,- 
I  rench  appeared.      I5:it  t!;.  Irene!),  who  were  fighting 
fcr  Sister  Julie's  town,  would  not  stop  their  rush  al 
first.      riiey  kept  on.  as  I'iekett's  men  did  when  the 
Federal    jruns    riddled    their    ranks    with    ^rapcshot. 
f  his  accounts  tor  man}-  of  the  mounds  beinc,'  well  be- 
yond the  crest.     '1  he  (icrmans  made  a  mistake  in  fir- 
in<r  too  soon.     They  would  have  made  a  heavier  kiil- 
ini,r  if  they   had  allowed  the   chixrp^c  to  go   farther. 
After  the  l-renJi  fell  ha  J.,  for  two  davs  and  ni;Thts 
their  wouvaied  lav  out  on  that  field  without  water  or 
food,  between  th.e  two  forces,  and  if  their  cnmracLs 
approached  to  jrjve  succour  the  machine  <,nins  bla/ed 
more  death,  because  the  ( iermans  did  not  want  to  let 
the  I  renili  di.i:  a  trench  on  the  crest.      After  two  davs 
the]  renJi  t'.M-ced  the  Germans  out  of  the  woods  by 
hittinjr  them  from  another  point. 

_\\'e  went  .ver  the  field  of  another  charge  h^lf  n 
mile  away.  Iherc  a  French  re-iment  put  "a  stre  ;m 
With  a  single  bridge  at  their  back  —  which  require^ 
some  nerve  —  and  charged  a  German  trench  on  rising 
ground.  I  !>ey  took  it.  Then  thev  tried  to  take  the 
woods^  beyond.  Before  thev  were  checked  twentv- 
two  officers  out  of  a  total  of  thirtv  i'Jl.  But  thev  did 
not  give  up  the  ground  thev  had  won.  Thev  b";r- 
rowed  into  tlie  earth  in  a  trench  of  their  own.  and 
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vhcn   li'.-lj'    canic    tn^)    [  .it    li:c    (  r/ririans   out   ot    the 

WOcds. 

Ihc  m^n  <'f  this  regiment  were  not  fir>t  !'m--,  Init 
the  older  fellows  —  men  nf  the  t\pe  we  stofuvd  to 
chat  with  in  the  village  —  hastening  to  the  front  when 
the  war  hegan.  J  heir  officers  were  mostly  reser\es, 
too,  \'.  hi)  left  their  ci\  il  occupations  at  the  call  of  arms. 
One  ot  the  eight  sur\i\'ors  oi  the  t!iirt\  \'.;is  with  i;s, 
a  stocky  little  man,  hardly  looking  t!:e  hero  or  the 
sokiier.  I  ixpressed  my  admira'^'.";n.  and  he  an>wereil 
(]iiiet!\  :  ■■  h  was  for  I'rance !  '  How  ottcn  1  h.i\L 
lieaid  that  as  a  reason  for  courage  or  sacritice!  Ihe 
brave  enemies  of  I'rancc  ha\e  learned  to  respect  it, 
though  they  had  a  poor  opinion  of  the  1  ren.h  anin 
before  the  war  began.  "  1  hat  railroatl  briilge  yon- 
der the  (lernians  left  intact  when  they  occupied  it 
because  they  were  certain  that  they  woulii  need  it  to 
supply  their  troops  when  they  took  the  Ciap  of  Mire- 
court  and  surrounded  the  I'rcnch  armv."  I  was  tohl. 
"  1  lo\^e\  ;-r.  they  liaii  to  go  in  such  a  hurrv  that  tfiev 
failed  to  mine  it.  1  hey  must  liave  tireil  live  hundred 
shells  afterward  to  destroy  it,  in  vain." 

It  was  dusk  when  we  entered  the  cit\   •■i   I.unexiMe 


lor  tlie  second  time.  W  imie  Lloeks  lay  in  ruins; 
others  only  showed  where  shells  had  crashed  into 
walls.  It  is  hard  to  cstiniate  just  how  mueh  damage 
shell-firc  has  done  to  a  town,  for  you  see  the  effects 
only  where  they  have  struck  on  the  street  sides  ami  not 
wlien  they  strike  in  the  centre  of  the  bloek.  B'lt 
Luneville  has  certainly  sutiered  as  much  as  Lou\ain, 
only  we  did  not  hear  about  it.  Grim,  sad  Louvain, 
with  its  sentries  amc^ng  the  ruins  I  Happy,  trium- 
phant Luniivilie,  with  its  poilus  instead  of  German  sen- 


tries! 
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"  Wc  arc  goiriLj  to  meet  the  ni;i\or.'"  said  the  major. 

V'w^t  we  went  to  his  (iilice.  But  t!i:it  was  a  mistake. 
We  \.  ere  imiteil  to  iiis  h(mse,  uliieh  was  a  line.  oKl 
ei^hteeiuh-ieiitiiry  hliiKii^L,^  IT  \()u  eowkl  transport  it 
to  New  ^  (Ilk  sDtne  anus-aiul-ariimuiiitiun  millicjiiairc 
\V()ui>l  ;4i\e  halt'  a  million  dollars  r'or  it.  I'he  ii.illw.iy 
was  smoke-hlaekeiu\l  and  a  Imi-nt  spot  showed  where 
the  enemy  had  tried  to  stt  it  on  lire  hel'ore  ewieuatint^ 
the  loun.  .\n  aseent  ol  a  handsome  (dd  stairease  and 
we  \\(.re  in  i-ooms  witli  L;i!detl  mirrors  and  earved  old 
mantels,  wlitie  we  were  mtrudueed  to  1  lis  1  it)noiir,  ii 
h\el\   iuan  of    I'orty. 

1  h.ue  been  \n  Ameri(;ne  two  mrrnhs.  So  mu.h 
I:.n^Iisii  do  I  speak.  No  m.u-el"  aid  the  ma\or 
merrilv,  and  introdavLd  us  in  fiirn  to  his  wife,  who 
spoke   not    even    "so   muJi  "    rai^lisii,   bat   1  re!uh   as 


!, 


hi^t  and  as  jiiiiuantly  as  onl\-  a  I 'reivjiuonian  ean. 
1  ler  onl\-  son.  who  was  seventeen,  was  ^^^oim;  up  with 
the  I 'y  1 6  lI.iss  ol  recruits  \  erv  soon.  lie  was  a 
sturd\-  \nun^-,ter;  a  t\pe  ^<\  Vounir  I'rane''  wiio  will 
make  the  I'ranee  of  tiie  future. 

"  Vou  hate  to  see  him  ^o  ?  "  1  asked. 

"  It  is  lor  1  "ranee  I  "  she  answered. 

We  luni  eakes  aiid  tea  and  .i  merrier  —  at  least,  a 
more  heai-;  iJt --- partv  tlKin  .a  an\  mavor"s  reception 
m  time  of  peaee.  l'.\er\bodv  talked.  lor  the 
1-rtneh  do  know  how  to  talk,  wb.en  the\  ha.ee  not 
turned  i^i-im,  sileiit  soldiers.      loreiuners  sav   we  uo. 

h.'ard  storv  on 


.Ma\!)e  it  is  a  demoeratie  weakness.  ! 
story  of  the  derman  oecupat;on,  and  how  the  mavor 
was  put  in  iail  ami  lield  as  hosta;;e,  and  what  a  Cier- 
man  u\!u-r,d  s,iid  to  hhii  whcii  he  was  broimht  in  as  a 
prisoner  to  he  interrogated  in  his  own  house,  wIulIi 
the  general  oeeupied  as  headijuarters. 
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Anionic  the  guests  wub  the  wil'c  of  a  French  pciural 
in  her  Ked  Crubs  cap.  bhe  in'.,:;ht  see  her  lui>baiul 
ijiKe  a  week  by  iricetiiiLj  h^!ii  oil  the  road  liLtueLU  the 
city  and  tlie  t'r.;r-it.  lie  cnuLi  not  aituril  to  be  any 
farther  from  his  p.i^r,  lot  the  (.ennans  spring;  a  sur- 
prise. The  extent  ui  the  i'lfDrnv.itivjn  uhieh  he  uave 
her  ua>  that  all  went  u  Jl  U>r  1  raiue.  lathe:'  Jollre 
pla\i  11'!  fa\ourites  in  h:s  Ji^eipline. 

1  lappv.  ha{)pv  Lorraine  in  the  umht  ol  its  ruinsi 
Ilai'py  because  her  adored  trieuiour  lloatb  over  those 
ruuis. 


XIV 


A    ROAD   OF    \V.\n    I    KNOW 

Victoria  S.a,ion-Tho  "tcmh  mau  -..,.,.„.„::_  Roar  of  Lon- 
•Ion  — Brmsh  habits— Everywhere  kh.ki  —  S- ,„.m  nt  the 
French   port  — The  corrf^nnnilem,'    !  )rship  — 

The  one  link  with  the  rcadii.K  public  ..  .-  .,,  j,,,  ii..,sor>hip 
—  Freedom  of  ,he  press-"  JiK-saw  "  intelligence  experts-  The 
run  of  the  trenches  -  Exchanfre  oi  >!anK- Ur^nni^aiion  of  CJen- 
eral  Hcn(hiu:irters  —  A  business  instituii.  :,  _  A  ,.,1. ,..-,]  ,'■  ,;-unn. 

Oi  Hi  k  anniLs  <^o  to  war  across  the  lanj.  hut  the  Brit- 
ish  ,irc,  across  the  sea.      Thev  take  the  Channel  ferrv  in 
<u>!cr  t.;  reach  the  fron^.      Theirs  is  the  home  ruaJ  of 
''•"■  '"  '"^-^  f'l^'  rnA.l  nil         .lections,  where  men  speak 
niv    mother   ton^^ue.      L    nc-ius   on   the    phitforni    at 
\icrona  Station,   u  Ith  the  khaki  of  officers  and  men 
retuniin-  irom  le.ne.  reheved  hy  the  warmer  colours 
<-t  w(,!iKii  uho  have  come  to  say  good-bye  to  those 
tliev  hue.      In   live  hours  frr.m  the  time  ot   startintr 
"I'.c  inav  he  a.ross  that  ribhon  of  salt  water,   which 
nicuis  niiiLh  in  isolation  and  little  in  distance,  and  in 
tile  trenches. 

Ih.it  veteran  regular  — let  us  separate  him  from 
the  crowd,— ,s  a  type  '  have  often  seen,  a  tv  pe  that 
lias  become  as  familiar  as  one's  nei;;hhours  in  one's 
"\^"toun.  WeuilLaiJ  him  the  tenth  man.  That  is, 
of  c\  erv  ten  men  who  went  to  the  front  a  vear  ago  in 
his  batr  dion.  nine  are  gone.  All  of  the  hardships  and 
all  "t  tlie  terrors  of  war  he  has  witnessed:  men 
dropped  neatlv  bv  a  bidlet:  men  mangled  bv  shells. 
\li<  khaki  is  spotless,  thanks  to  his  wife,  who  has 
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drcsscJ  m  hxv  best  for  the  occasion.  TcrriMc  an  war 
itself,  but  new,  thn.t  hat  of  hers,  which  probably  repre- 
sented n  Rooil  ilc.il  of  lookinji  into  windmvs  and  pric- 
ing; and  her  gi>wn  of  the  tlKapest  material,  drooping 
from  her  round  shoulders,  is  the  product  of  the  poor 
dressmaking  skill  of  hands  which  show  onK  t>u)  v.  Jl 
who  does  all  the  housework  at  hnine.  I  li.  Ci.ilJ.rcn, 
a  boy  of  four  and  a  girl  of  seven,  arc  in  iheir  best,  too, 
with  faces  scrubbed  till  they  shine. 

Vou  will  sec  like  scenes  in  stations  at  home  wlien  the 
father  has  found  work  in  a  distant  city  and  is  going  on 
ahead  to  get  established  before  the  family  follow  him. 
jueh  incidents  are  common  in  civil  lite;  they  became 
common  at  Victoria  Station.  What  is  common  has 
no  significance,  editors  say. 

When  the  time  came  to  go  through  the  gate,  the  \  et- 
eran  picked  tlie  bov  up  in  his  arms  ami  pressed  him 
very  close  and  the  little  girl  looked  on  wnnderiiigly, 
while  the  iimther  was  not  going  tn  make  it  .uiv  harder 
fcjr  the  fithu-  by  te:Ms.  '"  Ciood-byc.  Tom!"  sne 
s.iid.      So  his  .lame  was   Tom.  this  tenth  man. 

1  spoke  with  him.  His  battalion  was  full  with  re- 
cruits. It  had  heei'  kept  full.  But.  considering  the 
l-.w  of  chance.  \\!iat  anout  the  surviving  one  out  «.>f 
an  original  ten  .•* 

"  Yes.  I've  had  nn  luck  with  me."  he  said.  "  I'rob- 
L(bl>  my  turn  will  coitie.  Ma\be  Til  never  see  the 
wife  and  kids  again." 

Tlie  morning  roar  of  London  had  begun.  I  hat 
station  was  a  small  spot  in  the  city.  There  were  not 
enough  officers  and  men  taking  the  train  to  make  up 
a  day's  casualty  list:  for  ours  was  only  a  small  party 
returning  from  leave.  The  transptjrts.  unseen,  car- 
ried the  multitudes.      Wherever  one  had  gone  in  Lng- 
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iiad  seen  sul.,;i(.rs  ami  u  IiL-rcvcr  lie  went  in 
France  he  was  to  sec  still  niorf  si.Kiurs.  J^n-Iana  had 
become  an^^anned  cam;>;  and  IjiglanJ  pludJcJ  vn, 
''  mudJled  "  on.  prcparinjr.  ever  preparing,  to  Tor^e 
m  time  of  war  die  tluinderholt  for  war  v.  h'iJi  was  un- 
dreamed of  in  time  of  peace  wheii  otii.r  i.ataii^  werj 
forging  their  thunderbolts. 

Still  the  recruiting  posters  e.illeJ  i.n-  more  solJieri 
and  the  casualty  lists  appeared  d.i^  .:fter  dav  with 
the  regularity  of  want  advertisements,  imagine  eight 
million  men  under  arms  in  the  Inited  States  ami  uni 
ha\e  the  eiju;\alent  to  v.U.a  I'ngland  did  bv  tiie  \..l- 
unteer  systeiii.  1  he  more  tliere  nere  the  more  pessi- 
mistic became  the  British  [iress.  Pessimism  !ir(umht  in 
recruits.  Bad  news  made  lingland  take  another^ieep 
breath  of  energising  deter.-jiinalion.  it  \^as  the  last 
battle  which  was  decisis  e.  She  hid  alua\s  uoii  that. 
She  would  win  it  again. 

1  he\  talk  of  war  aboard  the  I'lillman.  after  oiiieers 
have  waxed  their  hands  out  of  the  uiiulows  to  tlieir 
wives,  {]uite  as  if  thev  w.re  going  to  heotlanJ  for  a 
Week-end  instead  of  ha.k  to  the  iirm-r.i:,,,..  H-tidi 
phlegm  that  is  called.  No.  Hrirish  iial';t.  I  sliould  sav. 
the  race-bred,  individualistic  ijuality  of  never  paraiiing 
emotions  in  pulilic,  the  in,-,tina  .if  keeping  thing's 
which  are  one"s  own  to  one's  self.  I'ersonallv,  I  like 
this  way.  In  one  form  or  anntlier.  as  the  hedges  llv 
bv  the  train  witidows,  the  subject  Is  alw.us  war.  War 
creeps  into  golf,  or  shooting,  or  in\  estnients.  or  pid- 
itics.  Only  one  suggestion  ([uite  frees  the  mind  from 
the  omnipresent  theme:  Will  the  Channel  be  smooth? 
The  Germans  iiave  nothing  to  do  with  that.  It  is 
purely  a  matter  oi  weathei-.      Bad   sailors   are  more 
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worr'K'J.  about  thi.'  crossInL^  tii.in  almut  the  slu-ll-hre 
t}n.'\  arc  <^oin}^  to  face. 

Witli  !i:,i!  s;i;!.irs  or  irood  sailors,  the  si^nilicant 
tliinif  uhitli  had  become  a  conimonphu-e  was  that  tlie 
Channel  was  a  sat'elv-^uarJed  I'riti^h  sea  lane.  In 
all  m\  crossini^-^  1  v.. is  .u'\er  del.i\ed.  1  or  1  iiL^l.m.l 
had  oive  tl'.uMderb'-lr  reads  forced  when  tlie  w.ir  be;.' in. 
The  onlv  submarines,  or  destrovers.  or  dirigibles  (hat 
one  saw  were  hers.  .Xntenna-  these  of  the  great  tleet 
waitin;^  with  the  tlireat  of  stored  li^litninij;  read\  to  bo 
tlashed  fi'oni  mm-mouths;  a  threat  as  etticacious  as 
action,  in  nowise  mysterious  or  subtle,  but  defnv.te  as 
steel  and  powder,  speakintj;  the  will  ot  a  people  in 
their  chosen  lield  of  power,  felt  o\er  all  the  seas  of  the 
world,  coast  oi  M;iine  and  the  C'arolinas  no  less  th  'P 
Labrador.  'Idiousantis  of  transports  hn.l  come  and 
pjone.  carr\in<^  hundreds  of  thousand.s  ot  soldiers  and 
food  for  men  .I'Ad  .^uns  to  India;  and  on  the  hi.Llhroad 
to  hnlia,  to  Australia,  to  San  j-'rancisco.  sliippin'^  went 
irs  wav  undisturbed  by  anythini.^  that  di\es  or  Hies. 

The  same  white  hospital  ships  hini;  in  that  !•  rench 
harbour;  the  same  line  of  ^rev.  tlust\-lookinLj  ambu- 


lances I'arked  on  t!ie  ijuav! 


l'\er\bod\  in  tint  (»Me- 
tli7ie  sleepv,  week-end  tourist  resort  seems  to  be  in  uni- 
f(jrm;  to  ha^'c  something  to  do  with  war.  .Ml  sur- 
roundings bewome  those  of  war  long  betore  \ou  reach 
the  front.  Tliat  knot  of  cixilians,  waiting  their  turn 
for  another  evamination  ot  the  satTie  kind  as  that  on 
the  othei  side  of  the  Channel,  have  shown  good 
reasons  for  going  to  Paris  to  the  I'rench  consul  in  Lon- 
don, or  thev  might  not  procccvl  even  this  t.ir  on.  the 
road  of  w.ir.  They  seem  outcasts  —  a  humble  lot  in 
the  wariegated  costumes  o(  the  civil  world  —  outcasts 


in 


ti)  its  vortex  all  who  arc  stroni; 
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from  tl.c  disLipliaod  u.„Ki  i„  its  pattern  ^aih  of 
khaki.  I  heir  cvcusc  h.r  rmt  !,ciny  in  the  j^mmk-  is  th  - 
t  K\  arc  to,,  ,,1,1  ,„•  that  they  arc  uomai.  I-or  now 
the  war  has  v.^kiJ 
enough  to  Uu^ht. 

A  travclKr  iniuht  I..-  a  >i,v  ;  hence  all  thi.  red  tape 

'"!■  tiK  nianv  t,,  .atcli  the  one  in  its  mesh.      Ixva  this 

red  t;ipe  seenis  now  f,)  have  become  normal.      Wir  is 

normal.      It  W(uild  seem  strange  to  cross  the  Channel 

!"  •'  "nic  ot   peace;  the  harbour  would  not  look  like 

itMJt  V.  :th  ciMli.ans  not  having  to  sh<iw  their  passports. 

;"'"^  ;^:'!';'"t  th.  whiu-  hospital  ships,  and  the  white- 

H'arued  laiuiing-olIicM-  at  the  foot  of  the  ganguav.  .md 

he  ,.oard  hdd  ,,,p  with  lists  of  names  of  officers  wiio 

na\e  tcKLrranis  w.uting  f<;r  them. 

l-r  the  cixili:,„s  a  'vellow  card  of  disembarkation 
and  tor  the  mihrarv  a  uhite  card.  Jhe  officers  and 
scddicrs  walk  on  at  once  and  the  queue  r.f  civilians 
waits,  (hiv  civih.in  with  a  white  can!,  u  ho  klon-s 
to  no  remment.  uId  is  n,,r  even  a  chai^lain 


puzzles  tile  landing-ofHcer  for 


iM-  a  nurse, 
I  moment.  Hu:  t'ure  is 
something  to  go  with  it  -  a  cnrrespondent's  licence 
and    a    letter    tr,_:;i    a    general    who    looks    after   such 

tT;  ''•^"^'r"'''''^"^''"'^^i"^^«":^ndif  vou 

don  t  belong  on  the  road  of  war  you  will  not  get  far 
As  well  try  to  ualk  past  the  doorman  and  take  a  seat 
"1    the    I  nitcd   States   Senate   c!n,-^bcr  durin-  a  '>^es- 
sion.  ■'^ 

Most  precious  that  tnagical  piece  of  paper.      I  hap- 
pen n,  he  the  ,n,!v  .Wriran  with  one.  utdess  he  is  in 
h.  t  ght:.^  hne  -  uhich  is  one  sure  wav  to  get  t,.  the 
■••;.';^-       [-■  Pnce  of  all  the  opera  boxes'at  the  .Metro! 
r"'";"^  "'11  not  buv  It:  and  it  is  th.  passport  to  the  wel- 
coming snnle  tron,  an  armv  chauft-ear  whom  I  almost 
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repnrd  as  inv  own.  Uut  its  real  value  appears  at  the 
outskirts  of  t!ie  city.  There  the  dead  line  is  drawn; 
there  the  sheep  arc  tinally  separated  from  the  ^^oat?.  by 
a  I  rench  sentry  ^uarvHni:  the  winding  passagewa\  be- 
tween some  carts,  whiih  hive  been  in  the  same  place 
in  the  road  for  months. 

The  car  spins  o\er  the  broad,  h.tni  irnuli  m.td.  in 
a  land  where  tor  many  niiles  you  see  no  sij^ns  of  war, 
until  it  turns  into  the  grounds  of  a  small  chatcac 
opposite  a  \"illa}j;e  church.  '1  he  proprietor  of  a  dry- 
goods  store  in  a  neighbouring  city  spcmls  his  sumnitrs 
here;  but  this  summer  he  is  in  town,  because  the  press 
wanted  a  place  to  li\  e  and  he  was  good  enough  to  rent 
us  his  country  place.  So  this  is  home,  where  the  li\i 
British  and  one  .\merican  correspondents  live  ;ind 
mess.  I  he  expense  of  "ur  cars  costs  us  treble  all  the 
rest  <'f  our  expenses.  1  hi.  v  take  us  where  we  want  to 
gi).  W'l'  ^(,  uhci\'  we  jilease,  but  we  may  not  write 
what  We  please.  We  see  something  like  a  thousand 
times  more  than  we  can  tell.  Ihe  c(jnditions  are  such 
as  to  make  a  ikus  reporter  throw  up  his  hands  and 
faint.  I'lit  il  iie  h.ul  his  iitibridl-d  way,  one  dav  lie 
might  iecl  the  responsibility  tor  tlie  loss  of  sotiie  hun- 
dreds of  liritish  soldiers'  li\es. 

"  li  ina\  be  all  riu^ht  lor  w.ir  correspondents,  but 
it  Is  .1  ue\.l  oi  a  [iiMir  place  tor  a  tiewspaper  in.in."  as 
one  editt)r  said.  ^  et  it  is  the  ordy  place  where  \(hi 
can  really  know  ain thing  about  the  war. 

We  become  a  part  of  the  machinery  of  the  great  n.'-- 
ganisation  th.it  eiieluses  us  in  its  regular  processes. 
No  one  in  his  heart  envies  the  press  officer,  who  holds 
the  bit.j  peneil  o\er  ii?.  lie  has  to  "take  it  both 
going  and  coming."  1  le  lalnjurs  on  our  behalf  and 
suinetitnes  we  lab"ur  w  ith  liiin.       1  h^  stati  are  willing 
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cMou^^h  t.)  kt  us  uatih  the  army  at  work,  but  thcv  do 
nf)t  care  whether  or  not  uc  write  about  their  war:  he 
w.iiits  us  both  to  sec  it  and  to  write  about  it.  I  le  tells 
:iie  !)!«  piece  of  news,  and  then  says:  *'  Ihat  is 
l<'r  \oursclves;  you  may  not  write  it." 

People  do  not  want  to  reml  abtnit  the  correspond- 
ents, of  course.  Thcv  want  to  read  what  the  corre- 
ients  have  to  tell  about  the  war;  but  the  con- 
«.liti»)ns  of  our  work  are  interestinj^  because  we  arc  the 
link  between  the  army  and  the  reading;  pubh'c.  All 
that  it  learns  from  actual  obser\  "■■i  >''  what  the 
army  is  doing  comes  through  us. 

We  may  not  gi\e  the  names  of  regiments  and  bri- 
gades until  weeks  after  a  fight,  because  that  will  tell 
the  enemy  what  tnjops  were  engaged:  we  mav  not 
g!\e  the  names  of  officers,  for  that  is  glnrifving  one 
when  possibly  another  ilid  his  duty  equally  well.  It  is 
the  anonymity  of  the  struggle  that  makes  it  all  seem 
distant  and  unreal  —  till  the  telegram  comes  fr.')m  the 
War  Office  to  say  that  the  one  among  the  millions  who 
IS  dear  to  you  is  dead  or  wounded.  Otherwise,  it  is  a 
torment  of  iiniilentified  elements  behind  a  curtain, 
which  is  jiartcd  lor  an  announcement  of  a  gain  or  a 
loss,  or  to  give  out  a  list  of  the  fallen. 

The  worM  wants  to  read  that  Peter  Smith  led  the 
Kmg's  (Jwn  I'articular  Fusiliers  in  a  charge.  It  may 
not  know  Peter  Snnth.  but  his  name  and  that  of  his 
reg.nient  make  the  information  seem  detinitc.  The 
statement  that  a  well-known  millionaire  yesterday 
gave  a  million  dollars  to  charitv,  or  that  a  man  in  a 
checked  su-t  swam  from  the  Uatterv  to  Coney  Island. 
IS  not  con\  inving:  nor  is  the  fact  that  one  private  un^ 
named  held  back  the  Germans  with  bombs  in  the  trav- 
'"■■  ■   '  '   ■'   '--"'-■    ■■    r  hours  until  help  came.      We  at 


A  R').\I)  ()\    WAR  1   KV'AV 


207 


the  t'ruiu,  however,  do  know  the  n ,    ..        .;  the 

ollkcrs  and  men.  Ours  i!>  the  intirmcy  which  we  may 
not  interj^rct  except  in  general  t. 

I. very  article,  every  despatch,  tvtr,  letter,  passes 
tiiro'.i^h  the  censor's  hand.  But  we  are  never  told 
what  to  write.  The  liherty  of  the  press  is  too  old  an 
institution  in  1'  n;;I.uui  tor  that.  .Always  we  may  learn 
win  an  excision  is  rtiade.  The  purpose  is  to  keep  in- 
fonnation  from  the  enemy.  It  is  not  like  tiiihtini; 
Hoers  or  Iiliiiin<js,  this  war  of  walls  of  men  who  can 
turn  the  smallest  bit  of  information  in  ailvant.ii»c. 

IiitLJlij^enee  oiTicers  speak  of  their  work  as  piecin;^ 
toi^'ctluT  the  parts  of  a  jiK-saw  puzzle.  What  seems 
a  most  innocent  fact  by  itself  may  furnish  the  bit  whii-h 
^i\i.s  the  li'^ure  in  the  picture  its  face.  It  does  not 
follow  because  >ou  are  an  officer  that  you  know  what 
ma\  and  what  mav  not  be  of  service  to  the  enemy. 

\  former  British  olTicer  who  had  become  a  well- 
knoun  military  critic,  in  an  account  ot  a  visit  to  the 
front  mentioned  ha\ing  seen  a  battle  from  a  certain 
church  tiiwcr.  Publication  ol  the  account  was  lol- 
lowcvi  !v,  a  tornado  of  shell-lire  that  killed  and 
wou.'uicd  m.iny  British  soldiers.  Only  a  staft  special- 
ist, trained  in  intelligence  work  and  in  constant  touch 
with  the  intelligence  departuient,  can  be  a  safe  censor. 
At  the  same  time,  he  is  the  best  friend  of  the  corre- 
spondent. 1  le  knows  nhat  is  harndess  and  what  may 
not  be  allowed.  I  ic  wants  tlie  press  to  have  as  much 
as  possi!iIe.  lor  the  more  the  public  knows  about  its 
soldiers,  the  better  the  morulr  of  the  people,  which 
reflects  itself  in  the  morale  of  the  army. 

i  lie  published  casualty  lists  Rivinp;  the  na..ies  <if 
officers  and  men  and  their  battalions  is  a  means  of 
causing;  casualties.      IVom  a  prisoner  taken  the  eiiemv 
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learns  ulint  baft.ilir.ns  were  present  .^^  a  fivcn  fi^lif 
lie  aJJs  up  the  numbers  reported  killed  and  woundc-i 
and  ascertains  v.  hat  the  f-f^'ht  cost  the  enemy  and.  in 
turn,  the  effect  of  the  lire  from  his  side.      Hut' the  Brit- 
'-I'    puMic  demanded   to  see  the  casu;dtv   lists   and 
Ha-  iJritish  press  were  allowed  to  gratify' the  desire. 
IMfv   appearei!   m   the   newspapers,   of  course,   davs 
after  the  nearest  relative  of  the  dead  or  wounded  man 
had  received  ofhcial  notification  from  the  War  Office 
Olheers"  letters  frr,m  the  front,  so  freely  published 
j-.irlier  m  the  war.  ama/ed  experienced  correspondents 
by  their  unconscious  indiscretions.     'Jhe  line  otl^cer 
ttljo  had  been  m  a  fl^rht  told  all  th:U  he  r.aw.     Twenty 
oHicers  dom^  the  same  alon^  a  stretch  of  front  and  th''- 
Ji«-saw  experts,  phis  ^^h^t  information  they  had  from 
spies,  were  in  clover.      J- ditors  siid  :     "  Hut  these  men 
arc  ofhcers.       {  hey  (uij;ht  to  know  v.b,  „  t!,,.,.-  ^re  im- 
partin^r  military  secrets." 

.Mas.  tluv  do  nor  know!  ft  Is  not  t-  he  expeored 
that  they  should.  '1  heir  business  is  to  fi^ht ;  the  busi- 
ness  ot  other  experts  is  to  safeguard "  informati<.n. 
«  "r  a  Innijr  tune  tlu-  British  armv  kept  correspondents 
from  (he  Ir,  .  on  the  principle  that  the  business  of  a 
c.Mrespnndent  must  be  to  tell  what  ouRlit  nut  to  be 
t.'Id.  \  et  they  were  to  learn  that  the  accredited  cor- 
respondent,  nn  expert  at  his  profession,  working  in 
hanunny  w.tli  the  experts  ..I  the  staff,  let  no  military 
secrefh  pass.  ' 

At  our  mess  we  -et  the  ikriin  dallies  pro,„ptlv. 
Soon  alter  the  (iermans  arc  readinj^  the  war  corre- 
spnnden.e  fnm,  the,-  own  front  we  are  reading  it,  and 
whkh  "^  at  jokes  m  tneir  comic  papers  and  at  cartoons 
huh  exh,h,t  J..hn  Bull  as  a  stricken  old  o-^re  and 
Bntamnauho   Ivules  the  Waves  with  the  corners  of 
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Ikt  mouth  drawn  Jown  to  the  bottom  of  her  tliin,  as 
she  sees  the  havoc  that  voii  Tirpit/.  is  making  with  sub- 
ni:« nines  which  do  not  Jtop  us  from  reccivinj;  our  (icr- 
man  joker,  rcjxwl irly  acrD^s  the  Channel. 

n'uhtless  'h"  (;  T""-;  n<';    -•  c;t  their  Pu»<h  nnl 
I  ,onJo"  .X"hirly.      In   t', 

time  that  it  t(K)k  uie  I  n^jlish  daily  with  the  account  of 
the  action  seen  from  t!ie  church  tower  to  reach  Berlin 
and  the  news  to  be  uired  to  tfic  front,  du  (ierni.m 
guns  made  use  of  the  information.  Neutral  little  I  lol- 
lind  ii  the  tellt.ile  of  both  sides;  the  ally  and  the  en- 
emy of  all  intclliijence  corps.  Scores  of  experts  in 
ji^;-b.aw  puzzles  on  both  sides  seize  every  -^  '>f 

inf(;rmation  anil  piece  them  together.     I!ach  ti,. 
ime  f^ets  a  bit  from  a  newspaper  he  is  for  a  sharp 
press  censorship  on  his  side  and  a  more  liberal  one 
on  'lie  otiier. 

We  six  correspondents  have  our  insifjnia,  as  must 
every  (jrie  who  is  Irce  to  nio\e  alonfjj  the  lines.  liy  a 
j^lance  you  may  tell  everybody's  branch  and  rank  in 
that  conifdicated  and  disciplined  wt)rUI,  where  no  man 
acts  for  hiinselt,  but  always  on  some  one  else's  orders. 

"  Don't  you  know  who  they  are?  J  Ley  are  the 
corresj'ondents,"  I  heard  a  soldier  say.  '*  IX  Chron., 
that's  the  Da:!\  C.lirDtu.lf ;  M.  Post,  th.it'^  liic  Morn- 
nuj  J''  St;  I).  Slail.  that's  the  DmIx  Moil.  There's 
one  witli  U.  S.  A.      \\  hat  paper  is  that?  " 

"  It  ain't  a  paper,"  said  another.  "  It's  the  States 
—  lie's  a  Yank!"'  The  War  (Jtfice  put  it  on  the 
American  cousin's  arm,  and  wherever  it  rocs  it  seems 
welcome.  It  may  pu/./le  the  j^unners  when  the  Ainer- 
ican  says,  "  1  hat  was  a  peach  of  a  shot,  ri^ht  across 
the  pan!  "  or  the  infantry  when  he  savs,  "  It  cuts  no 
ice  I  "  and  there  is  no  ice  visible  in  Hinders:  iic  speaks 
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about  typhoid  to  the  medical  corps  which  calls  it 
enteric;  and  "  fly-swatting  "  is  a  new  word  to  the  sani- 
tarians, who  arc  none  the  less  busily  engaged  in  that 
nu'ile  art.  Lessons  for  the  British  in  the  "  American 
lap.yuage"  while  you  wait!  In  return,  the  American 
is  learning  what  a  "  stout-hearted  thruster  "  and  other 
phr.ises  mean  in  the  Simon-pure  l!nglish. 

The  correspondents  are  the  spoiled  spectators  of  the 
army's  work;  the  itinerants  of  the  road  of  war.  No- 
body  sees  so  much  as  we.  because  we  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  sec.  An  officer  looking  at  the  towers  of 
"^■pres  cathedral,  a  mile  away  from  the  trench  where 
he  was,  said:  "  No,  I've  never  been  in  Ypres.  (Jur 
regiment  has  not  been  stationed  in  that  part  ot  tlie 
Ime. 

We  have  sampled  all  tlie  trenches;  wc  have  studied 
the  ruins  of  Ypres  with  an  arclKEologist's  e\e;  we 
know  the  names  of  the  estaminets  of  the  \illages,  trom 
"The  (iood  Farmer"  to  "The  llarvestc.'s  Rest"' 
and  "  The  Good  Cousin,"  not  to  mention  "  The  Omni- 
bus Stop  "  (»n  the  Cassell  Hill.  Madame  who  keeps 
the  hotel  in  the  CJ.  1 1.  Q.  town  kntnvs  mc  so  well  that 
we  wave  hinds  to  each  other  as  I  pass  the  door;  and 
the  clerks  in  a  certain  shop  ha\e  learned  that  t!ie 
American  likes  his  fruit  raw,  instead  of  stewed  in  the 
l'!nglish  fashii-'U,  and  plenty  of  it,  especially  if  it  comes 
from  the  South  out  of  season,  as  it  does  from  llorida 
or  California  to  pampered  human  beings  at  home, 
who,  if  they  could  see  as  much  of  this  war  as  I  li.nc 
seen,  wouUl  appreciate  what  a  fortunate  lot  they  are 
to  iiave  not  a  rihbon  of  salt  water  but  a  broad  sea  full 
of  it,  and  tlie  British  navy,  too,  between  them  and  the 
thing  on  the  other  side  of  the  zone  of  death. 

Ci.    II.     <J.    means    Gener..!    ileadiiuarters,    and 
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1^  1".  I'.,  \\h\d\  shows  tiiL-  \\ii\   i'M   \''-.ii   letters  iroui 
InL'l.Mul,   mcims  British  I-^xpcditlonary   Ftircc.     '1  he 
hi'^h  leadinii.  the  brains,  of  the  army  are  theoretically 
at   (,.   II.   <J.     That  word   theoretically  is  used  ad- 
visetilv  in  view  iif  opinion  at  other  points.     An  officer 
sent  from  (i.  H.  Q.  to  command  a  bri<;ade  had  not 
been  long  out  before  he  bec;an  to  talk  about  those  con- 
founded one-thinjT-and-anothcr  fellows  at  (-.    M    L>. 
When  he  was  at  G.  H.  Q..  he  used  to  talk  ahc.:t  those 
confounded   one-thin^-and-anoth^r   fellows  who  com- 
manded corps.  di%isions,  and  brigades  at  the  front. 
The  philosophers  <>f  (■.  11.  L>.  smiled  and  the  piii- 
losophers  of  the  army  smilevi  —  it  was  the  old  story 
of  the  staff  anil  the  line:  of  the  main  otBce  and  the 
branches.      But  the  line  did  the  most  smiling  to  sec 
the  new  brigatlier  getting  a  taste  of  his  own  medicine, 
(i.  1  i.  (j!^  directs  the  whole;  here  every  department 
of  all  that  vast  concern  which  supplies  the  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  men  and  prepares  for  the  other  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  is  focussed.     The  symbol  of  its 
authority  is  a  red  band  around  the  cap.  which  r'-^ans 
that  \ou  are  a  staff  otTicer.     No  war  at  G.  1 1.  Q.,  onlv 
the  drixing  force  of  war.      It  seems  as  far  removed 
from  the  front  as  the  New  York  ottice  of  a  string  ot 
miiuifacturing  plants. 

If  one  follows  a  red-ban. i'.\i  tap  into  a  door  he 
sees  other  officers  and  clerks  and  typewriters,  and  a 
sign  which  says  that  a  department  chief  has  his  desk 
in  the  drawing-ronni  of  a  private  house  —  where  he 
has  had  it  for  months.  Cio  to  one  mess  and  vou  will 
hear  talk  about  garbage  pails  and  how  to  kill  tbes;  to 
another,  about  hospitals  and  clearing  stations  for  the 
woinukd;  to  another,  about  barbed  wire,  sandbags, 
spadcb.  timber,  and  galvanised  iron  —  the  engmeers; 
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to  anotlier,  about  j,ains.  shells,  rifles,  bullets,  mortars, 
bombs,  bayonets,  and  hi^h  explosives  —  the  ordn  nee; 
to  another,  about  jam,  bread,  bacon,  uniforms,  iron 
rations,  socks,  underclothes,  canned  f,'oods,  Iresh  beef, 
and  motor  trucks  —  the  Army  Service  Corps;  to  an- 
other, about  attacks,  counter-attacks,  and  salients,  and 
about  what  the  others  are  doin;r  and  will  have  to  do  — 
tlie  operations. 

The  chiet  of  staff  drives  the  ei^'ht-horsc  team.  1  \c 
works  sixteen  hours  a  day.  So  do  most  of  the  others. 
Tliis  is  how  you  prove  to  the  line  that  you  have  a 
ri-ht  to  be  at  (i.  II.  Q.  When  you  get  to  know 
(i.  11.  Q.  it  seems  like  any  other  business  institution. 
Main  are  there  wiio  df)n't  want  to  be  there;  but  they 
have  been  found  out.  They  are  specialists,  who  know 
how  to  do  one  thin.n  particularly  well  and  arc  kept 
doinif  it.  No  use  of  grcnviint;  that  you  would  like  a 
"  ti}i:iitin;.j  job." 

(.  1  !  Q.  is  the  main  station  on  the  road  of  war, 
which  hears  the  sound  of  the  guns  faintly.  Beyond 
is  the  reunion  of  all  the  activities  that  it  commands, 
up  to  th.e  trenches,  where  all  roads  end  and  all  eftorts 
consummate.  One  has  seen  dreary.  Hat  lands  of  mud 
and  leafless  trees  become  fair  with  the  spring,  the 
ur'>\ving  harvests  reaped,  and  the  leaves  begin  to  fall. 
Alwavs  the  factorv  o(  war  was  in  the  same  place; 
tlic  soldiers  billeted  in  the  same  villages;  the  puRs 
of  si'.r.'.pne!  smoke  over  the  same  belt  of  lamlscapc; 
the  ruins  of  the  same  villages  being  pounded  by  high 
explosives.  Always  the  sound  of  guns;  alw.iys  the 
wastage  of  life,  as  passing  ambulances,  the  curtains 
drawn,  speeil  by,  their  part  swiftly  and  covertly  done, 
'i'hc  enormlt\  cf  the  thing  holds  the  imagination;  its 
sure  and  orderly  processes  of  an  organised  civilisation 
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working  at  licstruction  win  tlii;  .uinui  ,u  .'H.  There  is 
a  thrlli  in  the  courage  and  sacrifice  and  the  dr.lleJ 
readiness  of  response  to  orders. 

One  is  under  varying  spells.  To-day  he  seems  in 
the  midst  of  a  fantastic  Wiirld.  whose  horror  niakch 
it  impossible  of  realisation.  To-mi)rro\v,  as  his  car 
takes  him  along  a  pleasant  by-road  among  wheat 
fieUls  where  peasants  are  working  and  no  soldier  is 
in  sight,  it  is  a  world  of  peace,  and  one  think::  that 
he  has  mistaken  the  roar  of  a  train  for  the  distant 
roar  of  gun-tire.  Again,  ii  seems  the  most  real  of 
worlds,  an  exclusive  man's  world,  wlicre  nutlung 
counts  but  or;  anised  material  force,  and  all  those 
cleanly,  wcll-behavevl  mci  in  khuki  are  a  n.vt  of  the 
permanent  population. 

One  sees  the  war  as  a  colossal  dynamo,  w  here  force 
is  perpetual  like  the  energy  of  the  sun.  The  war  is 
going  on  forever.  The  iper  cuts  the  iiarvest,  but 
another  harvest  comes.  ar  feeds  on  itself,  renews 

itself.  Live  men  replace  the  dead.  There  seems  no 
end  to  supplies  of  men.  The  pounding  of  the  guns, 
like  tiie  roar  of  Niagara,  '■  comes  eternal.  Nothing 
can  stop  it. 
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TRF.XCIILS    IN    UIXTr-R 

,'V  trench  must  be  "experienced  " — Appearance  of  the  trench  —  A 
trciuh  periscope — "  Uiie  hundred  and  fifty  yards  away" — lin- 
.i.inaiion  at  work — The  dead  wail  opposite —  French  rcalibr.i 
.  i^enuine  officer  —  A  night  excursion  —  tlcneral  Mud  —  Tlu- 
Cicrinan  flares  —  A  liouse  in  a  tiench  wall  —  Ooyinp  walls  — 
"A  dit(h  in  the  mnd  " — Discovered  by  a  scarchlicht  —  Suspense 
—  Arrival  of  supplies  —  The  relief  and  cleanliness. 

Tlir.  dilicrcnce  between  trench  warfare  in  winter  and 
in  summer  is  that  between  sleepinj^  on  ihc  l.^wn  in 
March  aiul  in  Jiilv.  It  was  in  the  mud  and  winds  ot 
March  that  I  lirst  saw  the  British  front.  The  winds 
were  much  like  the  seasonal  winds  at  home;  but  the 
Ilanders  mud  is  like  no  other  mud,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  British  soldier.  It  Is  mixed  with  glue.  When  I 
returned  to  the  front  in  June  for  a  longer  stay,  the 
mud  had  become  clouds  of  dust  that  trailed  behind 
the  automobile. 

In  .March  my  eagerness  to  see  a  trench  was  that 
of  one  from  the  Western  prairies  to  get  his  tin.t 
gllmr'-i'  of  the  ocean.  Once  I  might  gc*  into  a  trench 
;.s  .IS   I    pleased    1    became    "  i'cd    i;;-  "    with 

trcntii'--s,  IS  the  British  say.  'I'hcy  did  not  mean  much 
more  than  an  alley  or  a  railroad  cut.  One  ^amc  to 
think  of  the  average  peaceful  trench  as  a  ditch  where 
some  men  were  eating  marmalade  and  bully  beef  and 
looking  across  a  field  at  some  more  men  who  were 
eating  sausage  and  "  K.  K."  bread,  each  p'-^-  r-'  'n-^ 
care  th.it  the  other  did  not  see  him. 

Writers  have  served  us  trenches  in  every  possible 
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Utt-rary  st\lc  thai  tcnb''i-:ji..i'  n..ii  i^'  \\  hocycr 

"  tours  "  one  is  convinced  that  none  oi  the  descrip- 
tions published  heretofore  has  been  adequate  and 
writes  one  of  his  own  which  will  be  final.  All  agree 
that  it  is  not  like  what  they  thought  it  \vas.  But,  de- 
spite all  the  descriptions,  the  public  still  fails  to  vis- 
ualise a  trench.  You  do  not  see  a  trench  with  your 
eyes  so  niiicli  as  with  your  mind  and  imagination. 
That  long  line  where  all  the  powers  of  dcstructiim 
within  man's  command  are  in  deadlock  has  become  a 
s\mbol  for  scMiiething  which  cannot  be  expressed  by 
words.  No  one  !kis  \Lt  really  described  a  shell-burst, 
nr  a  flash  of  lightning,  or  Niagara  Falls;  and  no 
one  will  ever  describe  a  trench.  lie  cannot  put  any 
one  else  there.      I  le  can  only  be  there  himself. 

ihe  first  time  th.it  I  looked  over  a  British  parapet 
was  in  the  edge  of  a  wood.  Board  walks  ran  across 
the  spongy  earth  here  and  there;  the  doors  of  little 
shanties  with  earth  roofs  opened  on  to  those  streets, 
which  were  called  Piccadilly  and  the  Stran-1.  I  was 
reminded  of  a  pleasant  prospector's  camp  in  Alaska. 
Only  c\er\body  was  in  uniform  and  occasionally  some- 
thing whished  through  the  branches  of  the  trees. 
One^'looked  up  to  see  what  it  was  and  where  it  was 
going,  this  stray  bullet,  without  being  any  wiser. 

We  [)assed  along  one  of  the  walks  until  we  came 
to  a  wall  of  sandbags  —  simply  white  bags  about 
three-(]uarters  of  the  sl/e  of  an  ordinary  pillowshp, 
lilied  with  earth  aiul  laid  one  on  top  of  another  like 
bags  of  grain.  You  stood  beside  a  man  who  had  a 
rilie  laid  across  the  top  of  the  pile.  Of  course,  you 
did  not  wear  a  white  hat  or  wave  a  handkerchief. 
One  does  not  do  that  when  he  plays  hide-and-seek. 
CJr.  if  \uLi  preferred.  >ou  might  look  into  a  chip  ul 
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glass,  with  your  head  wholly  screened  by  the  wall  of 
sandbaj^s.  which  j,'ot  a  reflection  from  another  chip  of 
glass  above  the  parapet.  This  is  the  trench  peri- 
scope; the  principle  of  all  of  them  is  the  same.  I  hey 
have  no  more  variety  than  the  fashions  in  knives, 
forks  and  spoons  on  the  dinner  t.iMe. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  yr.rds  away  across  a  dead 
licld  was  another  wall  of  sandbags.  The  distance  is 
import:! r^t.  It  is  always  stated  in  all  descriptions. 
<  )ne  hundred  and  fifty  yards  is  not  much.  (Jnlv  when 
you  get  within  forty  or  fifty  yards  have  you  something 
to  brag  about.  Vet  three  hundred  yards  mav  he 
more  dangerous  than  fifteen,  if  an  artillery  "  li;ite  " 
is  on. 

Look  for  an  hour  and  all  you  see  ib  the  wall  of 
sandbags.  Not  e\cn  a  rabbit  runs  across  that  dead 
space.  The  situation  gets  its  power  of  suggestion 
from  the  fact  that  there  are  Cicimans  behind  the  other 
^vall  —  real,  live  Ciermans.  They  are  trying  to  kill 
the  British  on  our  side  and  we  are  trying  to  kill  them; 
and  they  are  as  coyly  unaccommodating  about  putting 
up  their  heads  as  we  are.  The  emotion  of  the  situa- 
tion is  in  the  fact  that  a  sharpshooter  might  send  a 
shot  at  your  cap;  he  might  smash  a  periscope;  a^  shell 
might  come.  A  rille  cracks  —  that  is  all.  Nearly 
every  one  has  heard  the  sound,  which  is  no  dltlerent 
at  tlie  front  than  elsewhere.  And  the  sound  is  the 
only  information  you  get.  It  is  not  so  ip<-crestipg  as 
shooting  at  a  deer,  for  you  can  tell  whether  \ou  hit 
him  or  not.  The  man  who  fires  from  a  trench  is  not 
even  certain  whether  he  saw  a  German  or  nor.  lie 
shot  at  some  shadow  or  object  along  the  crest  which 
might  h:ne  been  a  (ierman  head. 

'ihus.  one  must  take  the  word  of  those  present  that 
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there  is  any  mure  life  behind  than  in  I'ront  of  the 
sandbags.  However,  if  you  are  sceptical  you  may 
have  conviction  by  starting  to  crawl  over  the  top  ot 
the  British  parapet,  .\tter  dark  the  soldiers  will  slip 
over  and  bring  your  body  back.  It  is  this  something 
you  do  nut  see,  this  something  the  imai^inatiun  vis- 
ualises, that  convinc'-s  you  that  you  ouglit  to  be  con- 
siderate enough  of  p  <sterity  to  write  the  real  descrip- 
tion of  a  trcnJi.  l..>-k  for  an  hour  at  that  wall  of 
sanilbags  and  your  imagination  sees  more  and  n.ore, 
while  your  eye  sees  only  sandbags.  What  does  th:s 
war  mean  to  you?  There  it  is;  only  you  can  describe 
wli.it  this  war  means  to  you. 

Many  a  soldier  who  has  spent  months  in  ucn.iies 
his  nut  seen  a  German.  I  boast  that  I  have  seen  real 
(jermans  through  my  glasses.  They  were  w.dking 
along  a  road  back  of  their  trenches.  It  was  most 
fascinating.  All  the  Germans  I  had  ever  seen  in  (ier- 
many  were  not  half  so  interesting.  1  straine.l  u\\ 
eyes' watching  those  wonderful  beings  as  I  might  .it 
the  iirsi-  visiting  party  frun  Mars  to  earth.  'here 
must  ha\e  been  at  least  ten  out  of  t!ic  Kaiser's  mil- 
lions. 

In  summer  that  wood  had  become  a  sylvan  bower, 
or  :i  pastoral  paradise,  or  a  leafy  nook,  as  you  please. 
Tlie  sun  played  through  thi-  branches  in  a  patchwork; 
I'lwers  bloomed  on  the  dirt  roofs  of  the  shanties, 
and  a  swallow  had  a  nest — famous  swallow!— -on 
one  of  the  parapets.  True,  it  w.is  not  on  the  tront 
parapet:  it  w.is  on  the  reserve.  The  swallow  knew 
what  lie  was  about.  He  was  taking  a  reasonable 
amount  of  risk  and  pla\ing  reasonabh  secure  to  get 
a  front  seat,  according  to  the  ethics  ot  the  wir  corre- 
spondent.     The  two  walls   of  sandbugs  were   in  the 
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same  place  that  ihey  haJ  been  six  months  previously. 
A  little  patching  ha*^!  been  done  after  some  shells  had 
hit  the  mark,  thoui2;h  not  many  had  come. 

I'or  this  was  a  (juiet  corirM'.  Neither  siilc  \va^  in- 
teresti'd  In  stirring  up  the  h.^rncts'  nest.  If  a  mcm- 
htr  of  Parliament  wished  to  see  what  trench  life  was 
like  he  was  brought  here,  because  it  was  one  of  the 
safest  places  for  a  few  minutes'  look  at  the  sandbagi 
which  Mr.  Atkins  stared  at  week  in  and  week  out. 
Some  Conservatives,  however,  in  the  case  of  Radical 
members,  would  have  chosen  a  different  kind  of  trench 
to  show;  for  example,  that  one  which  was  suggested 
to  me  by  the  staft  oiticer  with  the  twinkle  in  his  e\e 
in  mv  best  day  at  the  front. 

In  want  of  an  army  pass  to  the  front  in  ord.cr  to 
write   \our  own   d.escription,  then,   put  up  a   w;ill   of 
saniihags  in  a   vacant   lot   and   another  one   hundred 
ami  tiftv  yards  away  and  fire  a  rifle  occasionalK   from 
\our  w.dl  at  t!ie  h.;ul  of  a  man  on  the  opposite  side, 
who  will  shoot  at  yours  —  and  there  you  arc.      If  you 
prefer  the  realistic  to  the  romantic  school  and  wish 
to  appreciate  the  nature  of  trench  life  in  winter,  hnd 
a  piece  of  wet.  flat  country,  dig  a  ditch  seven  or  eight 
feet  dec]-!  and  stand  in  icy  water  looking  across  at 
another  ditch,  and  sleep  in  a  cellar  that  you  have  dug 
in  the  wall,  and  you  are  near  understanding  what  M 
At'-sins   has  Iiecn   doing   ii^r  his  country.     The   ditch 
should  be  cut  zig/ag  in  and  out.  like  the  lines  binding 
the  squares  of  a  checker-board:  that  makes  more  work 
and  localises  the  burst  of  shells. 

()f  course,  the  moist  walls  will  be  continLiajly  i.dl- 
ing  in  and  require  mending  v.\  a  ..IrenLhing.   !ree/uig 
'   i!;e   kind    that   the    l.o!\!    \  isits   on    ::11    wlu) 
lound  in  Flanders.      InciJentalK,  you 
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nctk.      1  or  all  rhc  while  v<ni  arc  hphtinG:  ManJcrs  as 
well  as  the  (icrmans. 

To  carrv  roullsm  to  the  linut  <;I  tti^-  •  .r.i:ia  *..u>-;  i"l 
'   .ol,  then,  arrange  some  ba^s  of  bullets  with  ilvna- 
c'harges  on  a  wire,  which  will  do  for  shrapnel; 
plant  some  Jvnamite  in  the  parapet,  which  will  dn 
for  hi^h  explosive  shells  that  burst  on  contact:  am! 
sink  hea\ier  charges  of  dynamite  under  your   feet, 
which  will  do  for  mines  —  and  set  them  off.  while  you 
engage  some  one  to  toss  grenades  and  bombs  at  you. 
Though  scores  of  otTicers'  letters  had  given  their 
account  of  trench  life  with  the  vividness  of  personal 
experience.  I  must  mention  my  first  trench  in  IlanJ.ers 
in  winter  when,  with  other  correspondents.  I  saw  the 
real  thing  under  tlu'  guidance  of  the  commanding  ofh- 
cer  of  that  particular  section,  a  slight,  wiry  man  who 
wore  the  ribbon  of  the  Victoria  Cross,  w.m  in  another 
war  for  helping  to  "  save  the  guns."      1  K  made  see- 
in-'  trenches  in  the  mud  seem  a  pleasure  trip.      \U- 
was  the  kind  uho  would  walk  up  to  his  ball  aj  if  he 
knew  how  to  plav  golf,  send  out  a  clean,  fair,  long 
drive,  and  then  use  his  iron  as  If  he  knew  how-  to  use 
an  iron,  without  talking  about  his  game  on  the  way 
around  or  when  he  returned  to  the  club-house. 

Men  could  go  Into  danger  behind  him  without  rea  - 
ising  that  thev  were  in  danger;  they  could  share  hard- 
ship without 'realising  that  there  were  any  hardships. 
Such  as  be  put  faith  and  backbone  into  soldiers  by 
their  verv  manner;  and  If  their  professI<mal  training 
equal  their  talents,  when  war  comes  they  win  victories. 
Of  course,  we  had  rubber  boots,  electric  torches, 
and  wore  British  warms,  th..se  short,  thick  coats  which 
accrue  a  modicum  of  mud  for  vou  to  carrv  besides 
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what  you  arc  carrying;  on  your  ho(;ts.  \\\'  walked 
alonp  a  hard  road  in  the  ilark  toward  an  aurora 
borcalis  of  Cicrmnn  flares,  which  popped  into  the  sky 
like  Roman  candles  and  burst  in  circles  of  li«ht. 
They  seemed  to  be  saying:  "Come  on!  I  y\  to 
crawl  up  on  us  antl  play  us  a  trick  and  our  eyes  will 
find  you  and  (»ur  marksmen  will  stop  yr)u.  Come  on ! 
Wc  make  the  nij^ht  into  day.  and  watching  never 
ceases  from  our  parapet." 

Occasional  rifle-shots  and  a  machine  i^un's  ter-rut 
were  audible  from  the  direction  of  the  jumping];  red 
glare,  which  stretched  ri^ht  and  left  as  far  as  the  eye 
couKl  see.  We  hrcke  oft  the  road  into  a  morass  of 
mud.  as  one  might  cross  lots  when  he  had  lost  his 
wav,  and  plunged  on  till  the  commamling  officer  said, 
"We  go  in  here!"  and  we  descended  into  a  black 
chasm  in  the  earth.  The  wonder  was  that  any  ditch 
could  be  cut  in  soil  which  the  rains  had  turned  into 
s\rup.  Mud  oo/ed  from  the  sandbags,  through  the 
wire  netting,  and  between  the  wood  supports  which 
IkM  the  walls  in  place,  ll  was  just  as  bad  over  in 
the  (ierman  trenches,  (icneral  Mud  laid  siege  to 
both  armies.  1  he  field  of  battle  where  he  gathered 
his  gay  knights  was  a  slough.  His  tug  of  war  was 
strife  against  landslides,  rheumatism,  pneumonia,  and 
frozen  feet. 

Tlie  soldier  tries  tn  kill  iiis  ,!u\crsary;  he  tries  to 
pre\  ent  his  adversary  from  killing  liini.  1  le  is  as 
inisv  in  safeguarding  as  in  taking  lite.  While  he 
breathes,  tliinks,  tights  mud,  he  blesses  as  well  as 
curses  mud.  Mother  I-'arth  is  still  unconquerable. 
In  her  bosom  man  still  finds  security;  such  security 
that  "  dug  in  "  lie  can  det'y  at  a  hundred  yards'  dis- 
tance  rifles   that  carrv   death   three   theius-iihl    \ards. 
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She-  It  is  that  ha.  .n-i.  --  w..,.     .^  ,.f  the  trenches 
aivl  plastered  their  occupants  with  her  mirv  hands. 

Ihe  C.  O.  lifted  a  curtain  of  b;i{:;iinR  a 
lift  a  hanping  over  an  alcove  bookcase,  ana  a  >  'Lii;; 
otTiccr.  rising  from  his  blankets  in  his  house  in  t?v 
trench-wall  to  a  stooping  posture,  aid  that  all 
„uiet.  His  uniform  seemed  flecklcss.  Was  it  possi- 
ble that  he  wore  some  kind  of  cloth  which  shed  mud 
sp-itters'^     lie  was  another  of  the  type  of  Cnptaui 

i' ,  mv  host  at  Neuvc  Chapelle:  a  tvpe  tormed  on 

the  tvpe  of  seniors  such  as  his  C.  <  >■  I  nana  ys.iblc 
this  qualitv,  but  there  is  something  distinguished  about 
it  and  delight  fullv  appealing.  A  man  who  can  be  the 
same  in  a  trench  in  Manders  in  midwinter  as  in  a 
drawing-room  has  mv  admiration.  'I  hev  never  lose 
their  manner,  these  i'.nglish  officers.  'I  hev  carry  it 
into  the  charge  and  back  in  the  ambulance  with  them 
to  1- ngla.ul,  where  thcv  wish  nothing  so  much  as  that 
their  friends  will  "  cut  out  the  hero  stuff."  as  our  own 

officers  sav.  „  , 

In  othJr  dank  cellars  soldiers  who  ueic  oft  guard 
were  lying  or  sitting.  The  radiance  ol  the  Hares 
llrhted'  the  profiles  of  those  on  guard,  whose  faces 
were  half  hidden  bv  coat  collars  or  ear-Haps  —  impcr- 
tu'baMe.  silent,  marooned  and  maroonmg.  watddul 
and  fearless.  The  thing  had  to  be  done  and  they 
ncre  doing  it;  and  thev  were  going  to  keep  on  doing 

ir.  ,        , 

There  was  nothing  drv  In  that  trench,  unless  it  was 
the  bowl  of  a  mans  pipe.  There  were  not  even  any 
bra/icrs.  In  vour  nostrils  was  the  odour  of  the  soil 
of  1-landers.  cultivated  by  many  generations  through 
nnnv  wars.  As  night  wore  on  the  sky  was  bright- 
cned  bv  cold,  winter  stars  and  their  soft  light  became 
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iiuti«.«..il)k-  between  the  Uibayrccabic  liaslK"«  "t  the 
(hires. 

\Vc  walked  on  and  on.  It  was  like  walking  In  a 
winiling  ditch;  that  was  all  The  same  kind  of  walls 
at  every  turn;  the  same  kind  of  ilitn  liyiires  in  satu- 
rated, hea\  y  army  overcoats.  Slippinj^  (»ft  the  bt)ard 
walk  into  the  oo/e,  one  was  thrown  aj^aiiist  the  mud 
wall  as  his  foot  sank.  Then  he  held  fast  to  his  boot 
straps  lest  the  boot  remain  in  the  mud  while  his  foot 
came  out.  CJnly  the  C.  O.  never  slippeil.  lie  knew 
how  to  tour  trenches.  The  others  were  as  clumsy 
beside  him  as  if  they  were  trying  to  walk  a  tight 
rope. 

"  Cjood  night  I  hv.  ^..iw  ;.<  v.i^l.  .ui-wi*  <>1  men  as 
he  passed,  witli  the  cheer  of  one  who  brings  a  con- 
fident spirit  to  vigils  in  the  tnud  and  with  that  note 
of  affection  of  the  commander  who  has  learned  to 
love  his  men  by  tb.e  token  of  ordeals  when  '>  •  <:nv 
them  liold  fast  against  odds. 

"Good  night,  sir  I"  they  answered;  and  in  their 
tone  was  something  which  you  liked  to  hear  —  a  finer 
tribute  to  the  C.  C).  than  medals  which  kings  can  be- 
stow. It  was  affection  and  trust.  Ihey  were  ready 
to  follow  him,  for  they  knew  that  he  knew  how  to 
lead.  I  was  not  surprised  when  I  heard  of  his  pro- 
motion, later.  I  shall  not  be  surprised  when  1  hear 
of  it  again.  For  he  had  brain  and  heart  and  the 
gift  of  command. 

"  Shall  we  go  on  or  shall  we  go  back?  "  he  asked 
when  we  had  gone  about  a  mile.  "  1  l.i\  e  you  h.id 
enough ."'  " 

We  had,  w  ithout  a  dissenting  voice.  .\  ditch  in  the 
mud  —  that  was  all,  no  matter  how  mucii  fartlur  we 
went.     So  we  passed  out  of  the  trench  into  a  soapj, 
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b:.ot  straps  at  once.      I  h^:  ^.  *^>-  ^•-•'^^f  "^^^  ."  '""^^  "  '" 

locate  us  in  the  darkness,  and  tlic  voice  of  an  .. 

in  the  trenches  cur  ^r  •    /'  Keen  st.U !      I  he  Germans 

arc  onlv  a  hundr 

"Sorry!"  whispered  ihc  ^.  "•         I  ui;-ni  --...>  . 

kiv'wn  better.  . ,.  ,       ,      ,     i  • 

Then  one  of  the  German  searcldights  that  had  been 
.uM-''n.T  its  stream  of  li^jht  across  the  paths  of  the 
11 ,  ^  its  fierce,  comet  eye  on  us.  fihstcnin-  on  tlie 
f roll-.; leaked  mud  and  showin-,^  each  nvul-sHashed 
figure  in  heavy  cnnt  in  v.cird  sdhoiiett. 

"Stand  still!' ■  ,  ,.  , 

That  is  the  order  whenever  searchlights  cohk-  s-.n- 
ing  In  your  direction.     So  we  stood  still  m  the  mud, 
looking  at  one  another  and  wondermg.     It  was  the 
one    t?nse    second    of    the    n.ght     which    lifted    our 
thoughts  out  of  the  mud  with  the  elation  of  risk 
That  searchlight  was  the  eye  of  death  luokmg  for  a 
target.     With  the  first  crack  of  a  bullet  we  should 
have  known  that  we  were  discovered  and  that  .t  was 
no  longer  good  tactics  to  stand  stdl.     W  e  should  have 
dropped  on  all  fours  into  the  porridge.      1  he  seareh- 
li,rht  swept  on.      I'erhaps  Hans  at  the-  machine  gun 
w^s  nodding  or  perhaps  he  did  not  th.nk  us  worth 
while.     Either  supposition  was  equally  agreeable  to 

'''\Vc  kept  mo^;u^  our  mud-poulticed  feet  forward. 
xvith  the  fiare>  at  our  backs,  till  we  came  to  a  road 
Nvhcre  we  saw  dimlv  a  silent  company  of  soldiers 
di-  lu  .1  up  and  behind  them  the  supplies  f.T  the  trench. 
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Throuuh  tlif  iiiu.l  an  J  uiukr  (.<)\cr  of  ilarkiicss  every 
bit  of  harhL'J  uiic,  cxcry  hoard,  cvcrv  ounce  of  food, 
must  '^')  up  U)  the  moles  in  t!io  ditch.  ihe  scarch- 
li;4hts  and  tlic  llarcs  and  the  machine  ;j;uns  waiteii  tor 
the  relief.  i'liey  must  he  fouled.  I'. it  in  this  opera- 
tion most  of  the  casualties  in  the  a\eraj2;e  trenches. 
both  British  and  CJcrnian.  occurred.  Withnut  a 
chance  to  strike  back,  the  soldier  was  sh.ot  at  by  an 
assas:>in  in  t'ne  nigiit. 

When  tb.c  men  who  liad  been  ser\inL,^  their  turn  o*" 
duty  in  the  trenehes  came  out,  ;•  m  :<.^net  drew  tlieir 
weary  steps  —  cleanliness.  I  hey  tlmu^ht  ot  nothiiiL; 
except  soap  and  water.  I'or  a  week  tliey  iieed  not 
fi.i;Iit  mud  or  (iermaiis  or  parasi'. es.  \..i'eh,  like  (ien- 
eri!  .Mud,  w,i;;ed  war  ai:;ainst  borh  British  and  Cier- 
iii:;n;.  Standinjjj  on  the  slats  r,{  t!ie  concrete  iloor 
of  a  faetorw  tliey  peeLiI  ntt  the  tdthy,  saturated  outer 
skin  ot  ch)thi;i_L;  \,;ih  its  hideous,  crauliiiL;'  inhabitants 
and,  naked,  leapt  imo  c!;re:;r.  steamiiiir  \-ats,  where  they 
scrub'ied  and  ^ur^led  and  ^^uri^Ied  and  scrubbed. 
WliJii  ihev  spr;in^  nut  t.)  .ipplv  the  towels,  they  were 
m-^n  \vltli  the  leel  (d  new  bodies  in  anntiier  world. 

Wiiitin^  fiir  the:ii  were  clean  clothes,  which  had 
been  boiled  and  disinfected;  and  waiunj.;;.  tni,  was 
the  sluher  of  tlieir  billets  in  tiie  h:'uses  of  J-'rench 
towns  ai'd  \illaij;es.  and  rest  and  IkikI  and  tcind  and 
rest,  and  new  spapers  and  to!)acco  and  i^ossip  —  hut 
chielly  rest  and  the  j  >}  of  lethari^^y  as  tissue  w.is  re- 
built aftv.r  the  first  hwi;;  sleei>,  often  tuebe  hours  at 
a  stretcii.  Ihey  knew  all  the  sensations  of  ph\sical 
man,  nKin  batilin;^  with  nature,  in  contrasts  of  exhaus- 
tion and  danL;;er  and  recuperation  and  security,  as  the 
pendulum  s\,uii^  s]i)w]\  back  Irom  tati^^ue  to  the  glow 
I'f  streiiuth. 
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Those  who  came  nut  <.t'  the  trcn;hcs  ^whc  -  <\o-a<: 
up-  Colonel  Hate.  Irl.h  an.l  -.nial,  fatherlv  an.!  not 
IcMi   claimed  tor  his  own.      Alter  the  washm-  tliev  lay 
on  cots  inuier  a  fzlass  roof,  and  they  mi-ht  plav  ..omi- 
nocs  and  read  the  papers  when  th.ev  were  well  en.ni-h 
to  sit  up.      'I'hev   had   tlie    fnod  which   Cu^nel    i5ate 
knew  was  ^ood  lor  tliem.  just  as  well  as  he  kn.w  what 
was  deadlv  for  the  inhahitants  whom  thev  brou^Iit  mto 
tint  Isolated  room  whkh  cverv  man  mii^t  pass  through 
before  he   was  admitted  to  tlie   lull   radiance  ol   the 
colonel's  curative  smile.      When  thev  v.ere  able  to  re- 
turn to  the  trenches,  each  was  written  down  as  one- 
unit  more  in  the  colonel's  weeklv  statistical   reports. 
1,1  summer  he  entertained  al  frcHo   m  an  open  air 
camp. 
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IJriii^li  ailvaiife  —  The  l.uiii.u.  .~i  i..^  .■..!.,  im.,  i> — ^.'^.'uve  Ch.i;iclle 
'"on  ilic  iii.ip  " — The  travcllcil  Briii>h  annv  —  A  ilcmolibhtJ 
trench  —  Stray  bullets  —  The  iiitellieciire  ?>?tern  —  A  capiureJ 
spy  —  Old  friends  —  Power  of  the  IJritish  artillery — I'mni  lii  e 
breastworks  —  Business-like  readiness  —  A  cosy  house  —  A  tiik- 
lish  walk  —  Cilowiiig  braziers — "  Ilftw  do  they  fed  in  ihe 
States?" — The  Rhii.i-  or  Hirliii? —  Ihe  pa^siii;^  uf  the  "  SolJitrs 
liirti" —  1  l.f  iiiuder!!    Toiiiiiiy  —  Capturing  a  lulmit. 

TvrirAl.  ot  niaiiv  mi.Iicts,  t!i;s  (juict  ^■!l!.!L:;c  In  a  fiat 
country  cf  rich  f.n-inln.L!;  latul,  with  a  JuirJi,  a  sth'xtl, 
a  post-ottice,  and  stores  \\hcri.'  the  t aimers  could  !niv  a 
pnuinl  of  Sll^:;a^  or  a  spool  ot  thread,  cniplnv  a  iidtarv. 
or  ^et  a  pair  of  shoes  coM>Ie(l  or  a  hor>c  shid.  w  itho'.;t 
ha\in^  t'l  l;.)  to  the  i'eiu;lihourinLr  tnwn  oi 
Ncu\c  Chapelle  liec.nne  fatuous  o;il\  after  it 
ccnseii  to  c\;vt  —  unless  a  \iI!aLi;e  remains  a  \i  .  .,- 
after  it  has  been  reduced  to  its  original  e!e;r.ents  In- 
shdl-iMv. 

It  '.'.as  tlie  sci.  ne  of  one  of  those  actions  in  the  ]n•.^';^ 
sie;j,e  line  wh'ch  ha\c  the  dignity  of  a  battle:  the 
losses  on  either  side,  about  sixteen  th;nisand.  were 
t'.Mi-thirtls  of  those  at  Waterloo  or  (iett\  shurt^. 
!  iere  ilie  n!-:ti>h  a.Iter  th.e  lonu;  u;i':ter's  stiile'tiate  in 
the  nuid..  -.vliere  tl'.ey  stuck  nlieii  the  exhausted  der- 
n;ans  cinild  press  them  no  farther,  took  the  offensiv 
with  the  sap  of  sprint;  rising  'n  their  \eins. 

Ihe  'Jinns  bla/td  the  way  .mil  the  infantrv  charged 
in  the  p'th  i^\   tlie  gutis'  iltstruction ;  and  tlicx    kej^t 
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an  opcnin;:  for  t!ic  (icriniin  niachiiK-  ;j;uns  through  ;ts 
curtain  and  the  (icini.'.n  t^uns  visited  i-n  the  l)r;ti>h 
wh.'A  their  <^uns  had  liccn  visitinij;  on  the  derrnans, 
tlie  Hritisli  stopped.  .\  lesson  was  learned;  a  prin- 
ciple established.  A  -ain  was  made,  if  no  -oal  were 
readied. 

Tl'.e  lr.;!r.an  stone  wall  hid  moved.      It  had  br.>k-n 

some  barriers  and  eome  to  rest  before  others.  a-.!.:i 

to  become  a  stone  wall.      Pmt  it  knew  tiiat  the  thiii:; 

could  be  done  with  fj;uns  and,  r,he!!>  enoii^'li  —  and  itiiv 

with  enough.      Tiiis  means  ;■  ^o,),I  de.il  when  \ou  b.-ue 

been  lanler  tiotj;  for  a   lon^;  time.      Moiuhs   wer.:   to 

pass  waitin;;  for  enough  shell:;  ;i:ul  ^m^,  'A:_th  m.my 

little  actions  and  their  steadv  ilrain  ol  ble,  while  every 

,,:iL-  looked  back  to   \\  .jec' Chapelle   a.  a   l.indm.irk. 

It  was  somcihin.^  deiinito   for  a  man  to  sav  tb.at  he 

had  been  wound. d.  at  Neuve   Chaiielle  aiul^iiuite  i-i- 

detinite  to  sav  th;;t  he  had  been  wounded  in  tiie  euarsc 

of  t!ie  d.a\'s  work  in  tlie  trenches. 

\o  oiie  miuht  see  the  battle  in  that  sea  of  nuid. 
He  mit;ht  as  uell  have  lo  ;ked  at  the  smoke  of  Vesu- 
\ius  witli  an  idea  of  learninL?  whit  was  <r.)in.n  on  in- 
side of  the  crater.  I  make  no  fm-tiier  attempt  at 
describin,^  it.  Mv  \;ew  came  after  the  battle  was 
over  and  tlie  cauklriM  was  still  ;.teamin>^'. 

ThouL^l;  in  MarJi,  1014,  one  would_  h  r.d.K  !n\e 
ir'iven  Neuve  Ch.'.ivlle,  intact  and  peaceful,  a  passing; 
glance  fr;  m  an  automobile,  in  ?\Iareh.  k>i>,  '^^'i'"''^" 
Cliapelle  in  ruins  was  the  one  tov.n  in  1  urope  wiiieh 
I  most  wanted  to  see.      Corrcsponilents  had  not  then 


established    themselves,     ddie    stait    ohicer    w 


a-ked  if  I  mif^dit  spend  a  ni^dit  in  the  new  British  line 
was  a  cautious  man.      lie  bade  me  sign  a  paper  i:ec- 


Kmi 


22S  Mv  vi:ar  01  Tin:  grvat  war 

inp;  the  Hritish  army  fmtn  any  rcspnnsibilitv.  JuJy;- 
in^  Iiy  the  ;;fiicral  attitude  of  the  Stall,  one  could 
hardly  take  the  rccjucst  seriously.  One  correspondent 
less  oui^ht  to  i^Iease  any  Stall:  hut  he  said  that  he  had 
an  aitectio!!  tur  tiie  re;^nilars  and  knew  that  there  were 
alwa\s  J  leiity  i;l  re.  ruits  to  take  their  places  without 
resorting  to  conscription.  The  real  responsibility  was 
with  the  Ciermans.  He  suL;-i,asted  that  I  ni:n;ht  ^^o 
out  to  tlie  (urnian  trenches  and  see  if  I  could  obtain 
a  paper  Irom  thei.i.  lie  thou-ht  if  1  were  (|uiLk 
about  it  1  iniL,'ht  ^et  at  least  a  \ard  in  front  of  the 
I'ritisli  parapet  in  davli^dit.  I  lis  sense  of  humour 
I   liail  reco^rnised  when  we  had  met  in   l'ul)j;aria. 

.\ny  ti.ULJler  is  bound  to  meet  men  wliom  he  has 
m.t  before  in  the  tra\elled  {British  a-'T.-.  .\t  the 
bri^.ide  heavii|uarters  town,  which,  as  one  of  the  olii- 
cers  said,  provecl  that  bricks  and  mortar  can  tloat  in 


mud.    the 


ot    thi. 
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er   seemed    l.-miliar   to 


!i"c.  1  touiid  iliat  I  had  met  liim  iii  Shanghai  in  the 
l5o\er  t::iiip;:i;;ii,  wlien  he  liail  cor;e  acrcjss  a  riotous 
^  hiiia  }i-o:n  Indi.i  o;i  one  ol  those  journess  in  re- 
mote .\'-i:'.  uhi.h  jjritish  ofiicer,^  are  fond  of  makinjj^. 
lie  was  "  .dl  there,"  wlu'ther  de.ilintj;  with  a  mob  of 
Orientals  or  wirh  dermans  in  the  trenches.  I  made 
nnsclt  at  home  in  the  j)arlour  of  the  jirixate  house 
occupied  by  hini.elf  and  stall,  while  he  went  on  with 
his  V.  )/rx.  No  \].\'^  outside  the  house;  no  siu;n  that  it 
w.!S  Headquarters.  .\n  automobile  stopipcd  in  front 
only  lon^r  eivui^h  for  an  olHcer  to  enter  it  or  ali<j;ht 
Iroin  it.  iJii^-ade  '!eadi|uarters  is  p»recisely  the  tar- 
get that  (.eianan  aei  ipl.mes  or  sj)ies  like  to  locate 
for  their  f^uns. 

Are  \ou  read\  ?      I  I.i\-c  you  your  rubber  boots?  " 
tile  briy.idier  asked  a  lew  minutes  later,  as  he  put  his 
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licail  ill  at  the  parlour  door,  it  uould  not  do  to  ap- 
proach the  trenches  until  after  dark.  Ot  cou;  , 
had  rubber  boots.  One  might  as  well  try  to  go  to 
sea  without  a  boat  as  to  trenches  without  rublier 
boots  in  winter.  "  I'll  take  iny  constitutional."  lie 
added;  "the  trouble  with  this  kind  of  wur  is  tli.ir 
\ou  get  no  exercise.  " 

lie  was  a  small  man.  but  Imw  he  c<>ul>!  walk!  1 
began  to  understand  whv  the  Boxers  could  not  catirh 
him.  I  Ic  iLirncd  b.ick  after  wo  had  gone  a  mile  or 
m.ire  and  one  of  his  stuH  went  on  with  me  to  a  puiiir 
where,  just  at  di;?k,  I  was  turned  o\er  to  anotjier 
pilot,  an  aide  froi7i  battalion  heathiiiarters  and  we  set 
out  across  soddt^n  Ik'. is  tha:  ha. I  \iilde  1  beet  rout  in 
the  last  harve.t.  taking  care  iidt  to  step  in  shell-holes. 
Dusk  settled  into  darkness.  No  I'umiin  being  was  in 
sight  except  O'.irseues. 

■■  ll:.re'.->  tlie  I'.r^t  line  o|  (  ierman  tienJies  beturc 
the  attack,"'  said  my  companion.  "  <  'iir  guns  got 
t  .irlv  on  them."  Dimly  I  saw  what  seemed  like  a 
hiige.  long.  irregul.:r  furrow  ot  e.irtii  wiiiJi  had  lu-en 
torn  almost  out  ot  l!ie  shape  of  a  tr..:ii.h  i)\  Britisli 
shells.      "   I  here   was  no   being   in   it    wlien   the   gwns 


t 'getiier. 


he   oniv   tiimLi   to   ilo   was   to 


began    all 
get  out." 

Arniiiid    us    was    utter    silence,    wiiere    t!ie 
tliiiiiJei-s  and  destruL'i'-n  b\    tb.e   ;iiiiller\    liad 


heil 


ol 


r.igeo 

iluring  the  battle.  1  hen  a  spent  or  rie,)J;et  bullet 
swept  i:se;!iead.  with  the  wh!-.tle  ot  eornpl.iint  ot 
spent  bullets  at  having  travelled  f.ir  without  hitting 
any  object.  It  h.id  gone  high  o\er  the  I'ritish 
trendies;  it  had  carried  the  full  range;  and  the  chance 
of  its  hitting  anv  one  was  ridicuhuisly  small.  But  the 
nearer  you  get  lo  the  trenches,  the  more  likely  these 


I 


2.V-)    MV  VI'AR  OF  THE  GREAT  WAR 

str.us  arc  to  tiiui  a  victim.  "  I  lit  In  a  stray  bullet!  " 
is  a  \crv  coDiiiion  sa\iri;4  at  the   front. 

.\t  last  \vc  kit  the  sulijity  of  a  paved  road  under 
our  kct,  and  lnHowin^f  this  we  came  to  a  peasant's 
cott'.ij;e.  Inside,  two  soldiers  were  sitting;  beside  tele- 
phone ;iiid  tJe^raph  instruments,  beliiiiil  a  uinviow 
stuMed  uitii  s.;ndha;^s.  (Jn  our  way  across  tiu  fields 
we  Iku!  stepped  on  wires  laid  on  the  ground;  we  Ind 
stoojied  to  asiud  wires  sLretehetl  on  poles  —  the  wires 
tli.it   twrm  tile  web  of  the  arm\'s  intelligence. 

<  *l  u)ur>e,  no  twn  units  ot  communication  are  de- 
pendent on  one  wire.  There  i ;  alwa\s  a  dupliLate. 
1 1  (ine  is  broken  it  is  immediately  repaired.  I  he 
factories  spin  out  wire  to  talk  oxer  and  b.irbcd  wire 
ior  entanglements  in  fiont  of  trenches  ami  wea\e 
millions  ol  Ikil^s  t^i  be  llllcd  with  sand  for  breastworks 
t.i  prot'.a  men  fiom  bullets.  If  Sir  John  I'rench 
w.shcd,  he  could  talk  with  Loi-d  Kitchener  in  London 
and  this  batt-dioii  headijuarters  at  Neu\e  Chapelle 
Within  the  same  sp.ice  of  time  that  a  railroail  president 
may  spe.ik  o\er  the  ion-;  distance  from  Chicago  to 
New    ^  ork  and  order  liinner  out  in  the  subur!is. 

J  hcae  twi)  min  at  the  table,  their  faces  tanned  by 
exposure,  wxn  in  the  thirties,  hiid  the  British  regular 
ot  lung  serxKc  stamjied  all  oxxr  the.m.  War  was  ati 
old  s'iiry  to  tlieiii;  and  an  old  st<;ry,  t0(j,  la\ing  sig- 
n.\\  w  ii-es  under  lire. 

"  We're  \ery  comfortable,"  said  one.  "  No  dan- 
g.'r  trum  stri\  bullets  or  from  shrapnel;  but  if  one 
'it  the  j.ick  Johnsons  come  in,  w!i\.  there's  no  more 
Cottage  an  I  no  nKjre  argument  between  \ou  and  tr.e. 
We're  dc.id  :\ni\  maybe  buried,  or  m.aybe  scattered 
<i\er  the  I.nds^ape,  along  w;di  the  broken  pieces  of 
the  roof." 
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A  soldier  was  on  Ruaril  with  hayonct  h\L\l  iii^;Jc 
that  hltlc  fdom,  which  had  passaf^cwav  td  the  cellar 
[last  the  table,  amotif^  straw  beds.  i  his  seemed 
rather  jicculiar.  The  reason  lav  on  one  ol  the  bcvls 
in  a  private's  khaki.  lie  had  come  into  this  bat- 
talinn's  trenches  from  (Kir  trout  and  sa:d  that  he  be- 

Idii^cd  to  the   I) regiment  and  had  been  out  on 

patrol  and  lost  his  way. 

It  was  two  miles  to  that  regiment  and  t-ao  Jiiiles 
is  a  hmi:  distance  to  stra\  between  t\\.  >  lines  ot  trenJies 
so  cl'ise  t'';^ether,  when  at  any  piuiit  in  \our  ouii  line 
\ou  will  hnd  friends.  it  was  possible  tliat  this  tel- 
iuw's  real  name  was  Hans  Schmidt,  \vho  had  learned 
cockni'V  I'nglish  in  ciiildhood  in  London.  a:id  in  a 
d.j.;d  IJritish  private's  uniform  had  come  intf>  thu  i'rit- 
is!i  trenches  to  get  information  to  \\hich  he  was  any- 
tliing  but  welcome.      lie  was  to  be  sent  und^-'r  irnrd 

t^j  the    I) regiment   for  identification;  and  it    he 

were  found  to  be  a  llans  and  nm  a.  I  ommv  —  u.ll, 
though  he  had  tried  a  very  stupid  dodge  hv  must  ha\  e 
known  what  t-i  exjiect  when  he  was  found  out.  it  h;s 
otTuers  had  properly  trained  him  in  Cicrman  ruKs  ot 
\\  ar. 

i  had  a  glimpse  of  him  in  the  candlelight  before 
stooj'ing  to  feel  my  way  down  tb.ree  or  four  narrow 
steps  to  the  ci-lla.r,  where  the  farmer  ordina.nK'  kept 
potatoes  and  \egetables.  'I  iiere  vcere  straw  lieds 
:r-ound  the  walls  here.  too.  I'he  major  commamling 
the  luittalion  rose  from  his  scat  at  a  table  on  which 
were  some  cutlery,  a  jam  pot.  tobacco,  pipes,  a  ncws- 
pa'per  or  two,  and  army  telegraph  forms  and  maps. 

If  the  hosts  of  mansions  could  onlv  make  their  hos- 
}  italitv  as  simple  as  the  major's,  there  would  be  less 
attectation  in  the  world.     He  introduced  me  to  an  otii- 
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(cr  sittini:  o'l  the  other  siJc  of  the  table  and  to  one 
I'.int,'  in  liis  hinnkets  against  the  wall,  who  \\l\cA  his 
head  and  blinketl  and  said  that  he  was  very  glad  to 
see  me. 

It  is  a  small  world,  for  China  cropped  up  hcnr  as 
it  had  at  hri^^ade  headquarters.  The  major  had  been 
m  trarriscn  at  i'ekint!;  when  the  war  be.::jiin.  If'  my 
slilpmate  on  :-  lon.ir  battleship  cruise,  I.t.-Col.  Dion 
Williams.  I  .S.M.C.,  reads  this  out  in  IVkintr.  let  it 
t-!l  liim  tliat  file  major  is  just  as  urbane  in  the  cellar 
"I  a  M'lond-rate  farmhinise  on  the  outskirts  of  \euve 
ChapJle  as  he  would  be  in  a  corner  .if  th>-  i'ekin'r 
Club 

"  I  b'U  i-,  it?  I'.iininjr  you  any?  "  askcei  the  major 
nt  (':!praiii  I' .  ,,n  the  otlier  side  of  the  table. 

■'  No  acLOiunt.  It's  (juite  all  ri-lit,"'  siid  the  tap- 
t.iin. 

"  1  MtiL;  the  slini^?  ■■ 

'■  I'art  i>l'  the  time.      I  lardlv  need  it.  though." 

Cap.t.uii  I' was  one  of  those  men  whose  eves  are 

always  sm:!!:,,;^:  n  no  seems,  wherever  he  is,  to  be  ijlad 
liiat  he  is  ih.t  1:1  a  worse  place;  who  goes  ri;,dit  oti 
SMi'Iiiin-  at  the  nuid  in  the  tranches  and  buHet^s  md 
shells  and  death,  'i'liey  are  not  emotional,  the  lirit- 
i>;i.  i\  ili.;|  >.  Inr  tliey  are  .u;iven  to  checriness,  if  not  to 
laiii,rhter,  and  they  have  a  v.  r.  ..f  smilinj,-  ;t  times 
when  smiles  are  mue'i  n^:i.\k-d.  j  he  smile  is  ni  ,re 
otlen  fniind  at  the  front  than  back  at  1  leadiuarters ; 
or  perhap-,  it  is  i:iore  noticeable  there. 

"\<m  see,  he  ,i;')t  a  ballet  throu-di  tlie  ar:n  ves- 
terdav."  the  major  explained.  "He  was  reported 
wounded.  bi:t  remaineil  on  duty  in  the  trench."  j  saw 
th.it  tlie  captai!!  would  rather  not  ha\e  publieitv  !ji\en 
to  t.uJ:   an   nrdinary  incident,      lie  d'ul  n,,t  see'uhy 
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j  LWj  Iv.  -.i i  1  i..»i,%  about  his  arm.     '"  \  ou  uic  tu  ^o 

with  hlin  into  the  ticn>:h  for  the  niijhi."  the  major 
added;  and  I  thought  myself  very  lucky  in  tny  com- 
patiion. 

"  Areiri  )uu  ^'.1  -:■':.  ■  ■■•..r  v.'a\\  u  ?  ""  the 
mnior  asked  liim. 

"  \\  'i . ,  i  had  somethiniT  tt)  eat  not  very  Ion;;  ago." 

said  Ca[)taln  I* .      (.)iie  was  imt  sure  whether  he 

had  or  not. 

"  There's  plenty,"  said  the  major. 

"  In  that  event,  I  don't  sec  why  I  shouldn't  car  ulicn 
1  have  a  cha  prniii  returned;  which  I  foutid 

was  a  charactc.iiiL:  uvnch  hahit,  particiilarK  in  win- 
ter when  exposure  to  thi-  riu-.  mid  ,iir  calls  lor  i  Kut;. 
of  body-furnace  heat. 

We  Irul  a  ration  soup  and  ration  ha:n  and  r:uioii 
prunes  and  dicese;  what  fommy  Atkins  i^ets.  When 
we  were  outside  the  house  and  starting  for  the  trench, 
tliis  captain,  with  his  \V(»unded  arm,  wanted  to  carry 
::'.\  knap.sack.  !  1  '  seemed  to  think  that  i\ii;.->.d  was 
l>reaking  Tlie  1 1.igue  conventions. 

Where  we  turned  oft  the  road,  broken  nuger-pnints 
<  i'  urick  walls  in  the  faint  inoonhuht  indicated  the 
site  of  Ww\e  (.'h.:;\.lle;  other  fragments  of  walls  in 
f/iint  of  us  were  the  renuiins  of  a  house;  and  that 
hrnken  tree-trunk  showed  what  a  big  shell  can  do. 
I  he  trunk,  a  good  eighteen  inches  in  diameter,  havl 
i;  ;t  on!-,  been  ait  in  two  by  one  cf  the  monsters  of  tlie 
run-  Uriti.di  artillery,  but  had  been  carried  on  for  ten 
feet  and  left  King  solidly  in  the  bed  of  splinters  of 
the  tup  of  the  stump.  All  this  had  been  in  tiie  held 
of  that  battle  of  a  day,  which  was  as  fierce  as  the 
fiercest  day  at  Gettysburg  and  fought  within  about 
tile   si^.nie    space.      I.\;-''\    tr^'      f  .,  ■.    ^.junre    P'ld   ot 
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^rnuiu!.  h.ul  1k.,i  i  .iia  i,:v  b\  ^1.  !'.,  bullets,  and  Iiu- 
rnari  lii'c. 

I5>it  ih.w  uc  ucrc  lu.ir  tli^'  tit-iKlics;  or,  r.itlicr, 
the  breastworks.  W'c  arr  al\\a\s  s[ic.ikin^'  ol  the 
trouhcs,  while  not  all  parts  of  the  hue  arc  hehi  by 
trendies.  A  triiieh  is  ilj)^  in  th'.  ^r^^l^ul;  a  brca^  .- 
work  is  raise  I  tVnm  the  le\el  nt  ili.  ^r.iwiii.  At  sonic 
points  a  trench  lieeomes  praai^.ilu  i  brea-twnrk,  as 
its  wall  is  rai>e>.l  to  ^.t  free  of  the  mud  .md  water. 

We  cJMie  into  the  oj  cm  and  ]\^■.\]\\  the  sound  of 
voitcs  and  s.tw  a  si)Mtt\  uliite  wall;  t'nr  Mune  ui  the 
sandbaj^s  ol  t!ie  new  British  hi\ast\\  ork^  still  retained 
their  ori^^inal  colour.  On  the  re\er>e  side  of  this 
wall  ritles  weie  leaning  in  readiness,  tluir  lixed  bay- 
onets lainily  ^leaniinL;  in  the  inoonli;;hi.  I  t'elt  nf 
the  (.,',L;e  ol  one  ;ind  it  was  sliari\  ijuite  ;')-e[\ired  Tor 
bus.ness.  In  the  surroundings  of  daniji  eaitii  and 
inud-luspattered  men,  this  riile  seemed  the  ileanest 
lliin},^  ol  all,  meticulously  eleati,  that  rcad\  weaj^on 
w!io>c  \\e!l-a;med  and  tellin<,r  tii'e,  in  obedient  and 
cool  hands,  was  the  object  of  all  the  diill  ot  ihe  new 
infantry  in  I'n-land;  of  all  the  drill  of  ail  infantry. 
Where  'piel;ets  watched  in  the  open  in  th,;  ol.l  da\s  be- 
iore  ai-mies  met  in  p'iti  lied  battle,  an  occasional  sol- 
dier n(jw  stands  with  riiie  laid  on  tlie  parapet.  uatJi- 

Across  a  reaih  of  fielil  faintiv  were  made  out  the 
\\h,te  spots  <<f  another  w.ill  of  I-reastu nrks.  the  (ier- 
nian,  at  tiic  cd^c  of  a  stretcii  of  wo(.d>,  the  liois  du 
Bics.  TIjc  British  reached  these  woods  in  their  ad- 
\a.ncc;  but.  their  ac"Oplanes  bein^  unable  to  spot  the 
i.dl  of  slulis  in  tlie  mist.  the\  hiid  to  fa!!  Iniek  for 
want  ot  artillery  suj^port.  .\lon_;  th;'-  line  where  wc 
stood  (Hitside  the  vilhii^e  they  stopjied ;  and  to  stop  is 
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t  ,  scr  the  sp.ulcs  ^"in;^  to  '.H-^in  t!ii'  Jcfcncos  \vli!>h. 
later.  Ii;ul  risen  tn  a  ninn's  hci.^lir,  an>l  u;t!i  li'U-.  .m  1 
macliinc  f;uiis  li.i'l  I'i  K1K\1  the  (lerman  ciumtcr-att.ul  . 

AiiJ  the  (iermnns  had  to  ^o  hack  to  the  tJ^c  oi  the 
wiHuN,  where  tliev.  tno.  h.^j^an  dis^^iii^  am!  hiiildiiin 
tlieir  luu  line.  So  tlie  enemies  were  lixeil  ajjain  be- 
h'.ii^l  tlieir  w.ills  (if  e  irlh.  f  ^iii^c  «-uh  otlief  across  the 
open,  where  it  was  Jeatl)  for  atn  man  to  cvpose  him- 
self h\   (lav. 

"Will  sou  have  a  shot,  sir?"  one  ot  tlie  sentries 
asked  me. 

"  .\t  what?  " 

"  W'liw  at  the  ton  of  the  trenJi  cn-er  there,  or  at 


aint!iin;^  \oi!  see  mo\  in_j,     he  s'.wl. 

Hi!t  I  di>l  nor  think  th.at  ir  was  an  inNitation  t^.  a 
non-combatant  to  aceept.  If  the  liiillet  v. enr  <^\cr  the 
top  of  the  trenJi  it  h.ui  still  two  thousanil  \arJs  ,uul 
more  to  fro.  ami  it  mi^ht  tinil  a  tar^^et  hetore  It  da\l. 
So,  in  \-iew  of  the  l.iw  of  probabilities,  no  bullet  is 
(jii'te  v.aste. 

■■  Now.  whieh  is  mv  house?  "  asked  Captain  1' . 

"  I  realK  can't  liml  mv  own  home  in  the  vlark." 

Inliiml  the  brea.stwork  were  man\  little  houses 
three  or  four  feet  in  In  i-hr.  all  of  the  same  patlrni, 
and  mavie  of  bo.irds  .md  mud.  The  muil  is  put  on  top 
to  keep  out  shrapnel  liuUets. 

"  I  lere  vou  are,  sir  I  "  said  a  soldier, 

Askinif  me  to  wait  until  he  made  a  liu'ht.  the  rap- 
t.iin  bent  o\-er  as  if  he  were  about  to  cra-.\l  imder  t!ie 
top  rail  of  a  fence  and  his  hea.t,!  disappearevl.  .\tter 
he  li.id  put  a  match  to  a  candle  anil  stu^k  it  on  a  st\k 
thrust  into  the  \sall,  1  could  see  the  interior  of  !.;■ 
liabitation.  .\  rubber  sheet  spread  on  the  moist  earth 
serxed    as    Hour,    carpet,    mattress,    and   bed.     At    a 


Z2,(>    Mv  vr\K  ()V  Tiir  r;Rr\r-  \v\f: 

squce/e  there  was  room  for  two  others  bcsiilcs  him- 
sell".  They  did  not  need  any  doormat,  for  when  they 
lay  ildwn  their  feet  would  he  at  the  door. 

"  (Jiiite  tosy,  don't  you  think?"  remarked  ila  i  q)- 
tain.  I  Ic  seemed  o-  irA  th  if  hv  had  a  royal  chamber. 
But.  then,  he  was  th.  kin  '  i  who  miyht  sleep  in 

a  rnutjdy  field  under  a  waj^on  M\d  re:^.ird  the  shelter 
of  the  wa«on  body  as  a  luxury.  "  Leave  your  knap- 
sack here."  he  continued,  "  Vind  we'll  co  and  see  what 
is  doinji  alonji  the  line." 

fn  other  words,  after  you  had  li.lt  \our  ba^  in  the 
host's  jiall.  he  suj^^'esteii  a  stroll  in  the  villa-re  or  across 
the  lields.  Hut  only  to  see  war  would  he  have  asked 
you  to  walk  in  such  iimd. 

"  \(<t  (juite  so  loud!"  he  warned  a  soldier  who 
was  l)riivu'in^'  up  boards  from  the  rear  under  cover  of 
•  larkness.  "  If  the  Cierrnans  hear  tlifv  mav  ^rart  tir- 
i(i^." 

[  wo  f)ther  men  w.tc  pilintj;  mud  on  top  of  a  section 
of  breastwork  at  an  ani^le  to  the  main  line. 

"  \V!uit  is  that  for?"  the  captain  asked. 

r!i<-y  Kcr  an  enfilade  on  us  here,  sir,  and   Mr. 

(the  lieutenant)  told  me  to  make  this  hi;4her." 

I  hat's  MO  f^oud.  A  bullet  will  iro  riiLjht  through," 
sail!  the  captain.  "  We'll  have  to  wait  until  wo  tret 
ni(H\'  sandbars." 

A  little  larther  on  wc  came  to  an  open  space,  \\  :t!i 
no  pr(jtcction  between  us  and  the  (icrmans.  Half  a 
do7en  men  were  pilinfj;  earth  aj;ainst  a  staked  chicken 
wire  to  extend  the  breastworks.  Rather,  they  were 
piling'  iTuul.  ani]  they  were  besmirched  from  head  to 
foot.  I  li(.\  lioked  like  rcekinp;  Xeptunes  risin;^  from 
a  slough.      In  the  same  position  in  davbiihr.  ^titrulin^ 
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"  1  liivv   lines  it  II,'.       .,-.N..;   iw^   ^, .J. ,,..'.. 

"  X'tTv  v.L-11,   sir;  though   what   wc  need  Is  s:ind- 

■    W  c  11  have  some  up  to-morrow." 

At  the  moment  there  was  no  lirim;  ,  ,  ,  ,.  .  .,;.,!,. 
I'aiiuly  I  heard  the  Germans  poinuiin-^  stakes,  at 
work  improving  their  own  hreastwor', 

\  Hritish  soldier  appeared  out  of  ll»c  darkness  in 
I  Mint. 

"  We've  fcnrnti  two  of  our  men  out  there  with  their 
heads  blown  off  by  shells,"  he  s^iJ  I  la\c  we  per- 

mission to  j^o  out  and  bury  them,  sir:*  " 
1  es. 

Ihey  would  be  as  safe  as  the  fellows  pilinLj  mud 
a'_;:ii!ist  the  chicken  wire,  unless  the  (iermans  opened 
lire.  If  rhey  tlitl,  we  could  fire  on  their  working 
partv,  "r  ii:  'he  direction  of  the  sound.  I'or  that 
matter,  we  kiiew  through  our  {glasses  by  day  the  loca- 
tion of  any  weak  places  in  their  breastworks  and  they 
knew  where  ours  were.  A  sort  of  "  after-you-gentie- 
mcn-if-you-lire-we-shall  "  uniierstandiny  sometimes  ex- 
ists between  the  foes  up  to  a  certain  point.  I  ach 
si  !e  understands  instinctively  the  limitation  or  th.'.t 
point.  loo  much  noise  in  workint^;  a  nuinl)er  of 
men  goin;^  out  to  bury  dead  or  making  enough  noise 
to  be  heard,  and  the  ball  bei^Ins.  .\  deep,  broad 
ditch  filletl  with  water  made  a  break  in  our  line.  No 
doubt  a  (Jerman  machine  ;^un  was  trained  on  it. 

"  A  little  brid.Ljin<r  is  required  here."  said  the  cw^- 
t';n.      "We'll   have   it  dune  ro-murruw  niylit.       liie 
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lire  ik  is  n-i  (lisnilv.intntjc  •!'  tlu\-  nttack:  in  f.'cr 
rather  like  r.)  ha\-c   tlicrn  tr\    \nr  it.      I!i;t   it 
mn\  LijKiu  alo!i;j;  the  line  Jiiriciilt  hv  day." 

Wlien  ne  were  across  and  once  more  behind  the 
breastworks,  he  called  my  attention  to  some  hi-h 
ground  in  the  rear. 

"  ')'-.e  (d  oiM-  ofticers  took  a  sliort  cut  across  there 
in  d,i\l!.n!it."  he  said,  "lie  was  iiuite  e\p(-,ed  ;m  I 
they  drew  a  bead  on  him  (m-.n  the  (ierinan  trenJi 
■AuA   ;,^')t    hini    fhrouj^h   tiie    arm.      Not   a    •Jerio'.is   hit. 


It  u.^i't  eri.'-.et   f 


»r  any  one  to  yo  out  to  biiivr  [ 


nni 


lie   rL.il.^ed  this  and  callctl  out  to  leave  !)';n  to 


U 1  e  e  ' 


m. 

himself,  and  .rawlcd  to  coyer  on  his  hiuuls  arvd 

I    was    !.':etti:i;i:    the    commonpla.ces    n\    tiviij,    life. 

I  huS  far  it  had  been  a  (juiet  ni,L:ht  ,'•!  I  wis  to  rem  liji 
so.  Reddi^i,  llickerin::  swaths  nf  lio-ht  were  thrown 
across  t!ie  'ields  between  the  trenelies  b\  the  enem\'s 
Roman  candl;  flares.  (J:-.e  tried  to  esfiinite  '  iw 
mane  llaies  the  deianans  must  use  ewry  iii^iit  i  ,n 
S\\;f/erl  ;iid  to  liie  \orth  Sea. 
_     '  'M  our  side,  the  on!;.,   ji-'ir  was  from  our  br.i/iers. 

I  hn;i;;s  \;'  nis  lias  become  a.  pan-iin  i>\  bra/ier^  made 
h\  pimchiri:-;  holes  in  buJ-.ets:  and  so  h,a\e  t!ie  (.er- 
mans.  Punch  h(jlcs  in  a  bucket,  start  a  fire  inside, 
and  \o;i  ha\e  iheer  and  warmth  and  liiiht  th-ondi  the 
lon.'r  ni-.'u  vii^ds.  'I'vn  or  three  da\s  before  u  e  had 
located  a  sniper  between  the  lines  by  seeing  him  swin-.; 
his  fn-e  pot  to  make  a  draft  against  the  cmliers. 

l!  \ou  !-a\-c  ever  sat  around  a  cam;^firi  iti  tlie  for- 
est o"  rn  t!:e  plains  you  need  be  told  ncdiin^  further. 
()ne  of  the  old.  -lamourous  features  of  war  surxixes 
in  these  j.dowin.']:  hra/iers,  sprcadiiit,r  their  uenial  ra\s 
amonjr  the  litllc  houses  and  li-htiiiii  the  f.-ces  of  the 
irui  V. !iM  staai  or  souat  in  encirclini!;  ^'roups  arounvl 
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the  cnal-,  ulh.h  ilr\  \\i.'t  c!!:!!)!.';,  sL^kc  the  nuMst.jrc  nt 


a  sL't-'tiuri  ot  c,iri!i. 


til.-  !1.1 


viincts  airainst  t!ic  w  alls 


a    tcrntic    w.ir.      II.. 
policciiiaii  ot  tli^'  cip. 


lir,    till'    s!iill;iu:;-a--.ja\' 
still  ilolng  the  ti^htiiiL; 


gliitcn,  arJ  ."L\\al  the  i^.isiiion  .)f  ;i  nuichinc  j^'in  with 
its  tape  re;u!\    for  ilring. 

N'alues  are  relatiw,  and  :x  bra/icr  in  the  treiuhes 
makes  the  satisfaction  of  a  stcam-hcntej  room  in  win- 
ter \  ery  supcrticial  :i!i  i  artificial.  Vou  ::re  at  h.oj.ie 
tlure  with  Totr.ir,;.-  .\''-.in>,  reg;:!ar  nf  an  clj  line  I'iil:- 
li>h  rei^iinent,  in  hi-,  hea\;  khaki  o\crcoat  Ar.A  s^il.J 
h(lot^  and  Wiiol   puttees,   a  sturJv.   hartkneJ  man  of 

ili  ■    re: 
I-e,  u.! 

at  the  Iront.  I  i'.e  ;;i  .\-  ;;rip.;  ,  wiiiJi  enihraees  all 
cl.>^es,  w  a  .  n.M  •,  et  :n  j.etion. 

I  lis  man  aiiil  tli.it  one  were  at  Mons.  This  rme 
anvl  that  one  had  be*.!!  throiiij^h  the  whole  campaign 
Without  once  scein;;;  .M(,tker  lingland  for  wliom  they 

were  fi;^htinL:.       The  affection  In  which  Captain  I' 

was  held  extend-.!  tiirouLili  his  rc^iiinent,  for  we  had 
!ett  his  ov.n  eompany  'jeiiiiid.  At  e\ery  turn  lie  \\as 
asked  al'out  1  i^  arm. 

"  Vou'\-e  nt.'vle  a  mistake,  sir.  1  h's  isn't  a  hn^- 
pital."  as  one  in.-n  e'-prcsscvl  it.  Oli,  hut  the  captain 
was  bored  with  In  .irini,'  abt.ut  that  am)!  Tf  he  is 
wounded  again.  !  am  sure  *hat  he  v.  ill  tr\  to  heej)  the 
fact  a  secret. 

IIksc  \eteraits  could  ■"  i.Touse."  as  the  I'ritish  eill 
!t.  (irou'sirig  is  one  o!  io'!'m\'^  [-rivdege:..  Wdu  11 
t!ie\'  got  to  grousing  \\o:st  on  ilic  v  feat  Iroin  .Mojis, 
their  otiicers  knew  tha.t  \\h  it  the\  rtallv  wanted  v>as 
tf)  make  an  )tl;  r  st '.nd.  1  hey  were  tireii  of  fdling 
back:  they  m  nt  to  take  a  rest  a.nt!  fight  a  v-hile. 
d  h.'Jr  langu.i,,e  w.is  \ours.  tlie  language  in  v.  hich  our 
own  laws  and  schoollMoks  are  written.       I  Iks   made 
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tlif  oil  hlooil  call,      rnr  mnntlis  ili.y  l,.ul  I'CL-n  takinfr 
hitter    medicine;   very   bitter    for    a    Britisli    soldier. 
I  hi   u-ny  they  took  it  will,  perhaps,  remain  a  greater 
tribute  than  any  part  they  play  in  future  victories. 

"I  low  (!,)('•  r-1  in  the  Stntes-"  f  w.is  asked. 
'■  AL'.iinst  us  ?  ' 

"  Nil.     By  no  mcaus." 

"I  i!  :n"t  sec  how  th:v  could  I.cl"  T'-'Mrtiv  e---. 
ckii-icd. 

I  iimmv  may  not  he  much  on  argument  as  it  is  de- 
veloped hv  the  controversial  spirit  of  collej^c  profes- 
sors, hut  he  liad  saiii  ahour  all  there  was  to  say.  I  If)w 
can  we  ho?  Hardly,  after  you  come  to  k'low  T. 
Arklris  M-n]  his  ofJlcers  antl  t:ilk  I'liL'Ii'^h  with  them 
aro!!tid  tluir  camplires. 

Ill--   (lermans  are  always  sending;  up   llnres."    I 
reni.irk'-d.      "  Vou  send  up  none.      I  low  about   it?" 

"It  cheers  them.  They're  iiownlicarteil !  "  yv\d 
one  of  t!ie  ■-oup.  "  V,,i:  wouldn't  dLny  them  th.eir 
hrc^vi-ks.  w  Miild  \o;i.  sir?  " 

i  li;i!     ^iiows    wT.o    is    top    do<r,"    s;iid     apotlKT. 

I  lii.\'re  ilie  ones  tliat  are  worried.'' 

I  h.'J  lic;n\!  ot  ircnJi  i.  \li.iuvtioM.  trenJi  d;sp;;ir, 
but  i\\cw  was  no  sit;n  ot'  it  in  ;i  rcj^iment  t'l.it  Ii,:d 
been  thr.Hiuh  all  tlie  IkII  and  mire  t'l.it  the  V>v'.:\^u 
armv  had  known  since  tlie  war  be,L;;ui.  To  nu  one 
li.id  \ru\e  Ch.ipclle  meant  so  much  as  to  these  com- 
mon soldiers,  !t  ^^.is  their  first  re:d  victor\.  They 
were  sMndinij  (-111  sod  won  from  the  (iermaiis. 

"  We're  pjinij  t(j  Ik'rlin!"  said  a  hiur  fallow  wh.,, 
was  srandinjr,  palms  downward  to  the  lire.  "  It's  set- 
tL  !.     \\\"re  going  to  i?i  rlin." 

_  A  smnlier  man  with  his  hack  against  the  sandl5a;.TS 
disiiin-eid.       I'liere  v,:'s  ;!  treivJi  ;!rL:uiiient. 
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"  Vii,  we're  Soin£T  to  the  Riiine."  he  saiJ.  ""  i  In- 
Russians  are  goinp;  to  Berlin."  ( '\']\\  \\  :s  in  M.irJi, 
I  /I  :.   rcn-jemhcr. ) 

■■  I  low  c:ui  t!ic>.  \  !;:.!i  :'  '  iii't  n\cy  tl'.c  IL'.lkans 
yet?"" 

"  IiiL'  Carpathians,  you  mean." 

"  Well,  they're  biuh  mountains  and  the  Russi  ;ns 
have  ^ot  to  cross  tiicni.  Arvl  tliere's  a  place  called 
Cracow  in  tiiat  reirion.  W  iiat's  the  matter  of  a  pair 
of  iiKuintain  r:;n;j:cs  bctucLn  \<i.i  aiul  itie,  !5:1!  ? 
^'ou're  stronp;  on  geography,  hut  you  fail  to  fLillow 
the  cainpaiLin." 

"The  Rhine,  I  say  I  " 

"  Ir',-,  t!ii-  !\h:ne  first,  bi:t  Dcrlin  is  wiiat  \nu  want 
to  keep  \our  niinu  on." 

J  hen  I  asked  it  tlie\  h.;.i  cxei-  h.:d  .uu  dnu'.u  that 
thc\'  would   ru\^h  the   Riiir.e. 

"11-  ''x  could  u  e,  MP  .'  "" 

"  .\m  1  how  about  tb.e  ( ici'mans.  Do  \"U  hate 
them  r  " 

■'Hate  I"  eM!:ii:ne.l  t!:e  b'l;  ni  i  ;.  "What  ^^o'^d 
would  it  d  )  to  lute  riiLin?  No,  wc  don't  hate.  We 
;4et  our  blood  up  w'km  we're  lighting  an!  uheii  the\- 
don't  play  the  game.  Bur  hate  I  Don't  \'ni  think 
that's  kiiul  of  ridiculous,  sir.'  " 

"  I  low  di)  thcv  f.'jhi  '.  ■' 

"  They  take  a  i'it  of  b■JatinL^  do  t!ic  lloilics!  " 

"So  \  ou  call  them  nnilu-.-f" 

\  e-;.  1  hey  don't  like  tha.t.  But  S'ltneiinies  we 
call  them  Allemands,  whi^h  is  Ciermans  in  1  rendi. 
Oh,  we're  ;.^eit;nL^  ijuite  I'rench  scholars!  " 

Ihes're  '^  od  h"!diers.  Not  manv  tricks  the\'re 
not  up  to.  But  in  my  opinion  they're  overdoitiL!;  the 
hate.      You  c;ut't  keep  up  to  your  Nuirk  nn  hate,  sir. 
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I   sfioi,!.!  think  it  uouKl  he  WL.ikcnin.^  to  the  niinJ, 
too." 

"Still,  you  woiilJ  hki'  the  war  owr?      VouM  hke 
to  fu)  Ik  nil.'  ?  '■ 

'l^hr'.    cr;-r;il,:ly  wouIJ.      n   .';  to  the  h.irra.ks.  out 
of  the  tfcnclics.       I  hev  certainlv  wouhl 

"  And  en!!  it  a  i!r:iu?" 

;'C!!I   it  :i  dr.r.v,   m-.u  !      Call   it  a  Jimw,   alter  all 
wc  w  I'een  thrc)UL:!i  — " 

_     "  S[M-inir  is  comiii-        Tlic  ■n-.,i;nJ  uiJI  ,!,■;   .jn   mi 
It  will  he  warm." 

"  An.!  the  LVVivr  will  he  -ornl  im  Il'i-Iin.  as  it  was 
hack  Ii-m;,!  i'.M-:s  :,,  Ai.'mi^t,  Ue  tJl  t!;e  llnhrs." 
,."^'''  "'  ''"'  ''■''  l^nssians  i^'oing  o\er  tlie  Ca'-na- 
thians,  Mr  thr  Pvrenees.  or  whatever  those  mountains 
•T>-  t'^^'-  i  read  thev're  dl  envcred  witli  miow  in 
winter." 

It  \'.as  ^ood,  regular  soKiier  t.dk.  wry  "h'):nev" 
to  me.  As  ynu  will  ot^serve,  I  ln\c  nut  elided  the 
\.  ^•.  ^  Indeed,  1  (..tiimy  has  a  wa}  of  preliviriir  jjis  h's 
to  the  rij^ht  vowels  more  frequently  than  ^ ^cn  r  i- 
t.on  a-o.  Tlie  "  N>ldiers  Three  "'tspc  has  passed 
I'opular  ed.ieation  uill  hne  its  ua^  and  induce  hettcr 
ha!>;ts.  Behevm-  i,,  the  ..Id  remedv  lor  exhaustion 
and  exposure  to  cold,  the  armv  served  out  a  tot  of 
rum  e\ery  day  to  the  men.  Hut  many  of  them  are 
teetotalers,  these  hardy  rej^ulars.  and  not  even  Mul- 
van.y  will  tliink  them  etieminate  when  tliev  ha\e  seen 
fi,-.'htin.tj:  which  makes  an\thinjr  Muh-aney  c\-er  saw 
child's  plav.  So  they  asked  for  candv  and  ehoeolate, 
instead  of   rum. 

J^ouK-  pe(^ple  have  said  that  fommv  Ims  no  patriot- 
ism. He  li-!its  because  he  is  paid  and  it  is  his  husi- 
'^'■■^'^-       -  'i  ''f   i>   an   in'  inuati.m.   Tommv   doesn't  earc 


m 
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!'.);•  t!i^'  "  hu-o  st'.'.t,     iir  inr  w.ivinLT  l:.!;i^  aiui  spccJi- 


;  iking.  PussiWy  he  kiujw  s  hctu  leu  (  n.riii.i!'.s  that 
sort  of  tliitVLT  kill^.  Ills  wcapDiis  arc  hullcts.  I  o 
;",it  it  coj^cntly.  he  is  li^luiii:^^  because  he  (.ioesii't  want 
.  ,;\  Kaiser  in  h;s. 

Is  not  that  uh;!t  :'.!!  the  spccclies  in  Parliament  arc 
•  .  ,t  aii.i  all  the  eLJit.irials  anJ  the  recruitin,:^  cain- 
i,.!j;n?  Is  n<it  that  what  l-!n;;laiul  and  I'raiuc  ;;rc 
ti^luin:,'  I'lir?  h  -eems  to  mc  that  Tomnu's  is  a  \ery 
p;;ictival  {Mtriotisni.  Ir^e  front  cant;  ,in,l  the  wav  that 
Iio  refuses  to  hate  or  lo  get  excited,  lint  slicks  to  it, 
n.iist  he  wry  irritating  t(;  tlie  (iermans. 

'■  W'liLild  you  like  a  Boilu-  helmet  for  a  souvenir, 
v"r  ?  '  asked  a  soldier,  who  appeareil  on  the  outer  edge 
of  tile  group.  1  le  v.  '^  Hie  small,  acti\-e  t\pe,  a  British 
sohiier  v.ith  the  Hjh  of  the  l'"rent!iman.  '*  I  here  .ire 
lots  of  tikin  out  there  among  the  (lernian  dead" — 
the  un!)uricd  (iennan  deaii.  uiio  iell  like  gra^s  hetore 
tiie  mower  in  a  de'-|)erate  an. I  tiitile  eounter-a,t(a.  k  to 
recover  \eu\e  C!ia;ielle.  "  I'll  have  one  for  \<_hi  on 
\  o-,ir  \\  a\  hack." 

I  here  was  no  strpj-ing  hi:n  :  lie   had   gone. 

sadd   the   big   man.      "  I  ledl 

•'s   eiiiid    to    reaeliinu:   owv   the 

idxing  oneol}  ;,  B-nh.'.  head!" 

o;^"eers  came  out  of 

I' ;;nd    the 


"  .M.'.trv's    a    devil 
-.t    it.    all    right.      I 
Rnclu  s'  para;  et  ?,w\ 

\>  we  proceeded  o  i  our  wav, 
t!;j    little    houses    t(i    meet    Captain 
stranger  civilian.       1  r.ev  had  to  cinie  out,  .is  there  was 


tile  usi 


d  .;ue 


,on. 


Iktc  seemed  to  he  an 


no  room  ti)  taike  us  insidi';  and  sometimes  the\'  trdkcd 

■Iiop  t  igether  after  I  had.  answerer 

'■  1>  .\mcrica  against  us?" 

idea  that  we  were,  possibly  '.'ecau^e  of  the  prodij^^ious 

ad\  ertising  tai^tics  of  a  minority.      Hut  any  feeling  that 

we  might  he  did  n.^'t  interfere  with  their  simjde  cour- 


tcsy,  or  lc:ul  tlicin  tn  cxpiv'ss  air,   hitu-rnos  or  hrc.ik 
intd  arj^uincnt. 

'*  I  f()\v  arc  tliin;.'s  l^'iinLj  (ui  owv  \(ii;r  s.Jc?" 

"Nicolv." 

"  Anv  shcllinj;?" 

"  A  little  this  morning.      Xn  har:;!  -Innc." 

"  W'c  clcancil  out  one  bad  sr.ipcr  to-iiay." 

"  Oiiyht  to  have  sonic  samiha^s  up  t<)-ii:'.;lit.'' 

"  It's  a  hail  place  there,  'i  !u\"-,e  ;:ot  a  machine 
gun  traiiKil  wliich  has  (juite  a  sweep.  I  ai-'r.^d  ll"  tiic 
artiller\  shouKln't  put  in  a  \\i)\\\.  luir  the  ijcncral  ..li.in't 
think,  it  uurtii  v.jiile." 

"^  <>;]  imi,t  run  acrn'-:s  that  hriak.  Tiire.'  nr  f.  lur 
'-hiii^  :ir  \<)u  e\Lr\  time.  We're  L;rai!ual!\  ;,'etti;i^r 
shipshai^e.  though."" 

just  then  a  couple  (>i  '.v.illcts  v.fiU  siiiLrijiL:  overheail. 
i  he  l;;'>h:p  paid  n  i  aitiir.ii.ii  to  t!;.m.  If  \.ui  p:ii.i  at- 
tention to  hullets  ('\^r  th.  pirapct  \ou  woiKJ  li,i\e 
no  time  t'or  aintliinij  else.  I'.ut  t'lcse  Inilht-,  have  a 
u..y  ot  pickin;j;  ott  tall  ot'icers.  who  are  srai;.:;iiL;  up 
amonfi;  their  houses.  In  t!ie  course  ot'  their  talk  tluv 
happeiKil  to  mention  su.  h  an  iii^tai'ce,  thoi:',;)!  not 
uith  rcterence  to  tiie  two  hulhts  1  h,i\c  !ne!',lionevl. 

l>onr  S did  not  last  lo'ii^.      He  liad  been  out 

onl\    tl;;'ee  \\  eeks." 

"  1  low  i>   I ?      ii;t  hadiv?" 

1  hr(n:L;i>  the  siioulder;  n<jt  seriousle." 

1  1 is  hack.       l\eco\ered  \  er\  (luicklc." 

Xormal  trenJi  t.dk.  this  I  A  u-.u.k  uhiJi  si^nitles 
that  the  hulkt  has  hit  —  a.r'  .ther  m.m  down.  One 
Srows  accustomed  to  it.  and  oi-e  of  this  njrotip  of  or'\- 
cer<  mi^lit  lie  <^onc  to-morrow. 

1  h,i\e  nni,  ST."  said  Matt\,  exhihitinj  i  Itilmct 
wh.en    we    returmd    past    his    station.      "  Bullet    went 
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ii;;lil    tlirnii-h    tlu'    JK'a.i    aiul    ciiiio    out    the    pc.ik !  " 

It  -A'.;-,  tiiii.  lh.it  Ciptain  1' w  .'s  h.i.k  ti>  liis  uu  ii 

cuiiiinaiui.      As  wc  came  to  his  conipam's  line  word 
was  iiist  hu;i;j;  p.isstJ  from  sciUrv  to  sentrv  : 
Not  liriiii^.      l',!'ro!>  ^o:ii!^  out." 

It  was  iiiiJiii^lit  now. 

"We'll   '^')   in   rliL    other  ■Jireetion."   said   Captain 
1' .  ulien  he  h,ul  learneil  that  th.re  was  no  news. 

111.--  hroimlit  i.s  to  an   Iri^-h  i\    inxnt.       J  he  Irish 
n.iturall)  had  suinetliing  to  bU}'. 


X\  II 

W!  I  II     1  II!.     IKl^II 

Till-  Irish  have  somciiiiif:  to  sa>  '.  —  The  Iiis;i  i,,  .\:'ii nra  —  The  in!-- 
tri.iili.i  (lirrnaiis —  I  he  Ainci  iraiiN  visit  an  cvrui  —  \  citra:i>  ul 
M.iiis  —  I  -N  i;,  the  tii'tuhcs!  —  Iri«h  hopitnli!>  — A  iluni-dum 
souvoiiir  —  A  TP.r  tiior.iMc  ilrink  —  Sixty  yards  from  the  (Jcrnians 

—  The  (itriiintis  at  work  —  lirilish  discipline,  a  ornparisixi  —  A 
%ision  (it    ilu-   (;-in;.n   li'  :  I  —  ( ii-rman  diaries — Pawns  ..t    war 

—  A   litawii  (it    s,i;ip  and  hut   water — In   the  ij;ri::,'..    •  ho  .-■.■  " 

—  Sulaier     sh.-p    talk—  I'rtfuh    appetite  — A     \ii!j:c     lite-.;!! 
flailed  —  I'iv,    l!ie  retur.'es. 


Hi 


K"!  .  rmr  til 


1,,. 


li-.s'l    ^c 


>ct\\\fii  Mc  hriMii  ..•  ;;•!.; 


tlir  limbic,  liut  the  s;'.:  (.•  iKtutrn  (■'...  sc!U:-'cs  or  h:- 
tut'cn  two  rillcs  with  hivoncts  hwA.  !■  itiL,'  ;!'i:iinst  the 
w;ill  (it  the  h"e;!>;t\\i)i-ks  re:ul\  iof  their  curier^'  li.in  Is 
when  e-illeil  to  ;ir':is  in  cise  of  an  al.inn.  <  )iie  st'  m-k-J 
frcin  ln<;lnni!  \rAn  Ire!:nui;  ami  i)i\  preJictlon  t!iat 
the  In-!i  wcuKI  lia\e  scniethini^  to  s:;\-  was  eorrcct. 
ihev  hail:  tor  that  tnatter.  there  are  alua\s  inJi- 
\iihial  Irishineii  in  tlie  I'n-hsh  rot.'iirents.  lest  |-!nL,r!i:,h 
plile!j;m  shoi;!J  let  con\e:-s;;ri(in  riin  short. 

I  he  first  man  who  ma!''  his  p.rescM:e  t'Jr  was  a 
i^nnd  si\  feet  in  liei^ht,  uiiii  a  lu;i\\  nioustathe.  ar^l 
the  ear-pietes  ot'  his  eap  tied  iiniier  his  eh.in  thoirrh 
the  ni;:ht  was  not  eohi.  He  i^lae-.l  hitiisdt'  hiirlv  iri 
trout  of  me  in  tiie  narrow  path  h  i  ;k  '^\  t!ie  hrea  ,t- 
\vorks  aiul  lie  lo.ikeii  a  eowleJ  and  sinister  li^aire  in 
the  taint  l^ow  from  a  hra/ier.  !  eertainix  liiil  not 
want  any  ph\>aeal  ar;j-ut!ieii'^  with  :;  man  of  his  huiK!. 
"Who   are    \o;.i?"    Ii>    Jemaniled.   ;;>   siit1:\'   as   if   I 


wnii  nii:  irisii 
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liiJ  li.-iik'jn  1:1  at  tit'.-  WTinl.i  wi-vow  with  a   rmniv. 

Id-  the  lU'.rcr  \nu  i:;i.  t  to  the  tront.  the  iiumv  \'U| 
feci  iliat  you  arc  in  the  wpv.  Voii  are  a  '^trav  extra 
piece  oi'  naLj;ij;af^c ;  a  ileail  human  we;  ;f''t.  Iverv  one 
is  doinj;  soinethiiT!:  'J^linitc  i^-^  a  part  ot  the  nv.cl'iiic 
except  yoursell';  and  in  your  cl\ilian  cIot!;es  vnu  teel 
the  Self-conscious  conspicuousness  of  r.ppe.iriiii;  en  a 
ilan.  in^-flo.r  in  a  tlressini;-:^'oun. 

Captain  I' wis  a  !;ttle  way  hack  in  another  pas- 

saj^e.  I  was  alone  ;!nd  'n  a  rou.Lih  t'\eeJ  suit  —  a 
stranqc  f^p;urc  in  tiiat  u<  '-Ki  ot  kliaki  an  1  rltles. 

"A  (i^rnian  spy  I  That's  uhy  I  am  drcsseil  this 
wav,  so  as  r.ot  to  excite  suspicion,"  I  was  !:;oin;.^  to  sav, 

when  a  call   from  Captain  P idcntitie.i  me.  an' 

t'u-  sentrv  "s  attitude  chan!j;cd  as  suddenly  as  if 
the  !ns]H'ctor  of  pulice  had  come  a'oni:  and  told 
a  patrolman  that  I  mi^ht  p.iss  through  the  tire- 
iinr-. 

"  So  it's  vou,  is  it,  ri.2;ht  from  America  .•'  '"  he  said. 
■■['\e  a  sifter  li\in,:;  at  Na^liua.  \ew  I  l.nnpdiire, 
r.  S.  A.,  \\ith  three  hrothers  in  the  I'nited  States 
a.rrTU'." 

Whether  lie  had  or  not  vou  can  iudL^-  as  well  as 
I  \y,  the  twinkle  in  h's  (.•\e.  1  le  m:Lrht  !ia\  ■  i,.id  ti\e, 
and  a;.^ain  he  mij^ht  not  luu'e  one.  1  u.i>  a  tendertoot 
seeitiLi;  the  trenches. 

"  it's  i-nesilf  that's  LTi^inp;  to  Ar'-e-ica  when  me  s:ir\-- 
ice  in  the  armv  is  up  in  one  var  and  >-;\  .nontlis." 
lie  continucvi.  '"  ddi.'t's  s.'Uie  time  \et.  I'm  .^oi!l!J; 
if  I'm  n.'t  killed  l\v  the  dermans.  It's  a  uav  th.at 
thv'-   h  !\e.  (^v  we  wouldn't  lie  killinL''  them." 

"  What  are  \-ou  j^'oinLi;  to  do  in  .\merica  .•'  Enlist 
in  the  arm\  '^  " 

'■  \'n         I'm    lonkinir    Tor   .T    lirftcr    ioh.       I'm    thmk- 
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\w^  1  II  !)(.■  MiK-  III  yniv  in'Ilioii.iirci..      biiurc,  hij*  t!iat 
woiiM  he  to  inc  taste." 

"  What  do  you  think  of  the  Gernuuifi?  " 
It's  little  tii!iikin;r  we're  dol'.c;  and  iiio-e  shooting. 
Now  do  \e  Unuw  (Hir  opinion  of  tlicni?  " 

"Some  of  the  Iri>h  in  Ainic'ii  arc  |Mi)-(,',r- 
nian." 

■■  \.)u  will  \c  l-s'cti  to  t:i.:t!  Iln  !r  nnr.ls  cittic 
I'Ut  <'t  their  mouths  without  acijuaiiuin;;  tlie:r  heads 
ami  hearts  with  what  they  are  saying.  Did  \i)u  e\er 
find  nine  IrisJiinen  0,1  the  riqht  side  without  one  doinj^ 
the  talking!;  ("or  the  di\il  I'or  the  jov  ol'  arc;uinetu? 
It's  the  Irish  that  would  be  at  home  in  the  (iennai. 
army  iloin;,'  the  t^oose-^ttp  iMi  !  takinij;  o'\'.-i-  fiim  the 
Kaiser,  is  it  not.  now?  " 

"  Ai'.d  uli.it  al)ini:  ;1;l-  (.LTinans  —  are  tliey  \\\:\- 
II in:; .'  '" 

1  hey  starti'il  fi:;t  stroi;.;;,  sin:^Mn,:j;  ;;n>i  ^n'^c-^'ep- 
pinjT  hi;;!),  hu-  tli,:  K,;i^.r  liad  told  them  that  '{  tiicv 
u\^A  i'or  him  ;!u\  cn.iM  Ikii'-.L'  tl;e  world,  aiul  tiiev 
th.-u^Iit  it  a  .uraiui  i.l..i.  ^liurc.  we  ac.oinmoJatcd 
t!i.:!i.  I  litre's  phiii',  ot'  th'in  d;.ad,  and  some  of 
t!ui!i  are  uojukrinj;  It',  wlun  they're  all  ilead.  the 
Kaiser  will  !i,!\t'  :\'\\  mor'.  ni'  the  world  tli.m  w  Iicii  he 
M.irted.  wliiJi  makes  tl.em  ^.orry  fsjr  him  and  th.  . 
Ki\-e  him  anoti.er  '  !  I-uh  ' '.  '  I'is  the  nature  of  tlKni. 
lvi:'usc  t:!e\'\e  iKNcr  bee:!  told  diilerent." 

Not  one  Irisiim.m  was  vpc:ikinLr  read!;,,  hut  a  dn/cn. 
I  he\-  lame  out  o|  iheir  little  houses  and  dugouts  to 
.i;atlKr  around  the  hr.i/ier;  and  for  e\-erv  remark  I 
made  I  reeei\ed  .1  tu.-i!laJe  in  rep]\.  It  was  :in  e\ent, 
.m  \nh  riuiM  appearin:^  in  di.u  treiuh  in  the  small 
hours  01  the  morning. 

1  \e  .1  brother  in  <  )ki  ilinMi;;!  "  said  one. 


W I  1  1  I    I  I  1 1     I 


^V) 


Is  he  a  iniliiMr.iiirc  yet  .'  "   I 
!t  he  is  he's  koc;'inp  it  a  secret 


:i.sk.ccl 


Smne  of  theni  had  heen  at  Mons;  a  few  of  tlicMi  h.ul 
gone  thrnu^h  the  whole  c:unpaip;n  without  a  scratch; 
trjnrc  had  heeii  wouiuieil  an  !  returnei!  to  tiie  front.  I 
like  to  ask  that  question,  "  Were  yo'.i  at  Mons?  "  anJ 


:r  th 


e  answer, 


Ves, 


sir. 


was 


I 


was 


th 


rou" 


h  it 


all'"   without  boastinf^—    a   Mons  \eteran  need  not 
hoa^t  —  hut  in  the  spirit  of  pride.       io  ha\e  been  at 


Mons,  where  th;U  Irird-boutiht  retre.it  of 


one  ;!'';n;ist 


r 


vc   betjan. 


wdl 


e'.ir   be   eiiou 


Scotch,  Irish,  or  W.  I>!i.      It  is  ! 


,'i)   «1 


orv 


t. 


rriL'I 


1 


i^e  savuii,f. 


\\  i- 


ickctt's  charge 


A  trench-tou;;hened,  battle-touL,dKiied  o!d  ser^  ant 
was  sittini;  in  the  lioorwav  of  his  ihi;j:out.  fr\int;  a  strip 

't  tlu   biM/iei"  ,i:'id  inakirijjf  tea 


.f  1 


'.icni  o\  er  (lu 

the 


o\  er  tile  otliei 


!  he  bacon  si/zled  with  an  appetisinj; 
aroma  .u\d  a  .Killet  sizzled  harnilesslv  overhead.  Be- 
hind that  will  of  satidbai^s  all  were  perfectiv  safe,  nn- 


-s  a  sue 


II 


i; 


n  !io  worries  aliout  shells 


i>  like  worrvinj^  abfuit    'elnfj;  struck  b\  li^dit 
clouds  gather  in  a  summer  sky. 


Hill 


w  r.en 


It  looks  1 

It   is  tlK;t 


.•<e  L[' 


•acijn, 


ren-.a 


the 


I 


icuit. 


At 


tlie  hun- 


},'rier  ye  are  the  better.  It  s  \our  no^e  tli.it  s  teil;n>^ 
\e  so  this  minute.  I  c,;a  s.e  that  ve're  liunL!r\  \<jur- 
silt"  ■' 


I 


:n  \f)u're  prett\-  well  fe. 


"  Well    fed,    is    it 
^ee-i   that  ^row  the 
is  our  pastime.      W 
lio  ;md  \'. hen  wc'\"e  uot  [i 


It  S     St  u  ft  I 


we  are,  Ike  ttie 
p.;te  wli,!i-do-\  ou-call-it  .'  l-.itiiiL; 
e  eat  when  we'\e  nothing  else  to 


o  s(,nie!ii:iiir. 


W 


up  here  —  a 


!ie  inin  is 


eti: 


up  here  i..  th. 


1  renclies 


.(;ri 


Kit 


Jieiier 


e  iict  eggs 
—  yes,  sir. 
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When  tiicy  sccnic.i  to  llilnk  tlmt  I  was  ,.q  i..al.  lu 
prndiici'd  some  c^j:;s  in  cviJcncc. 

"  AnJ  ii  \>  'II  not  hnxc  the  bacon.  yc'II  ha\c  a  drop 
of  tea.  Mind,  now,  while  \oi!r  tongue  is  trvini:  to  he 
politi',  \oiir  stoniach  is  i 

Iri'li    hospitahty   rc^ 


'  '  \our  tiin{i;uc  a  har  I  " 
i  to  the  impulse  of  a 
u:irni  Iri^h  hL.irt.  \\ Ouldn't  I  have  a  souvenir? 
Out  (.itne  fiu-r-ian  liuMets  and  hiickLs  and  officers' 
wliisths  and  hehnets  and  fr:'^meius  of  shells  and 
( lernian  diari^'s. 

It's  easy  to  <;ct  tlicm  out  there  where  the  (iemians 
l\!l  that  thi.-k!  "  I  was  told.  "  And  will  yc  look  at 
thi-.  and  take  it  home  to  j^'ivc  your  pro-(iernian  Irish 
in  America,  to  show  \\hnt  their  friends  arc  shootinj; 
at  tlie  Iri.d;:^  I  I'.jicid  tli.m  mebilf  vn  :i  d.id  (..r" 
man." 

lie  p:;ss(.d  me  a  t!:p  of  (;«.rma:i  !;dlets  \\it!i  the 
I^hmr  ends  instead  of  the  pointeii  tmls  out.  I  he 
ehati;;e  is  TLadiK  made,  for  i.hc  (  uTmari  bullet  is  easily 
pulled  (Hit  <)f  tlie  cartndno  e.ise  and  the  pointed  end 
thri-t  ai^'ainst  t!;e  powder.  '1  hus  fired,  it  ^oes  ac.\i- 
ratel\  (dur  or  !i\c  hundrevi  yards,  which  is  more  thin 
the  a\era-e  distance  between  (Icrman  a.nJ  HI■it:^ll 
ti-eruhes.  When  it  strikes  Hes'i  t!ie  etieet  is  th.U  of  ,i 
dum-duin  aiid  w,,:\,e;  for  tlu.  jacket  splits  in.to  sli\ers. 
which  spread  throu;/h  the  pul[>v  mass  caused  hv  the 
e\p|o-,io;'..  A  leL,'  or  an  arm  thus  hit  nnist  almost  in- 
yaria!d\  he  amputated.  I  am  not  suJ.'^estinu:  tha.t  tliis 
is  a  rei,'ular  praaiee  with  derma.n  soldiers,  ln;t  it 
sliows  what  vMekeiiness  is  in  the  puuer  of  the  sinisrer 
one. 


'_■  !*ut  \ed!  ta.ke  tlie  tea."  said  the  sergeant.  "  uith  a 
'  •  rum  hut  in  it.      '1  will  take  the  chill  (vat  uf  your 


little 
bones. 


W  1  111    !  Ill     IKIMI 


-  > 


What  if  1  Ii 


,1  1  .1  liiill  in  Mu  horu'S , 


J 


"  M;'.\l>c  it's  tliL'rc  without  spcakiti^;  to  yc  :ri,l  it 

n  be'  speakin;j[  befnrc  an  hour  Innycr  —  nr  alrhcr 

ic  home  between  the  sheets  with   the    rhi.urnati/. 

.1  ;.l  ye'll  be  sayinfr.  '  WIiv  d\<\ut  I  take  that  ;;Iass?' 

wlii  h  I'm  hoKlin;,'  out  to  ye  this  minute,  steamin;^  its 

•ion  to  be  ilruiik." 

iUJ  ojt  by   a  man   uho   ha^l  Ihih  at    M^ns  and 

■  ihr.ii^h     it     a!!"!      !t     '.\  ,i .     ,i     nieniiuMhle     drink 

i.  iia:T:pa^ne  poured  mit  h:   a  b;,taT  at  your  eH^o'v  is 

insipid   beside   it.      Sii.it>.hes   ot'  !>ro^aie    followeil   rtie 

from  the  brazier'^  l;I"\v  when   I   insi^ted  that   1   nuil 

be  j,'oin^'. 

V,,-'   .,!  »-  breastworks  took  a  turn  and  wi:  wi'-'e  ap- 


•jcr  to  the  German  breastworks.      I! 


.•!l 


i  !KS  remawied  where  they  I:.!>1  "  dujj;  in"  ilter  the 
counter-attacks  whieh  liad  foll)ueii  t!ie  bat'Ie  h.id  lieen 
cheek.'d.  f i"r"und  is  too  precious  in  this  sie^^e  warfare 
t  )    \ijld    a    fii  it.      Soldiers    become    misers    ot    soil. 


Wh.Te  the 


d  is  cliecked  there  \ou  b'.il  1  vour  d:i:n 


ai;ainst  another  tlood. 

"  We  are  within  .ibout  si\t\-  v-rdsef  tlie  (I'Tnian-," 

said  Captain  1* .  :it  lepi^'th,  after  we  liad  l'ouc  in 

and  out  of  t!ie   traverses  and   left   the  b'a/iers   well 
behind. 

Hetwcen  tb.e  spoit;.-.  wliitisli  wall  of  Ciernia:!  sand- 
Im^s.  (juite  distinct  in  the  in  lonliL'iit,  anil  our  parapet 
were  two  nn'ii'ids  of  sandbaj^s  about  twentv  leet  ap.irt. 
Snuj;  behind  one  was  a  (ierm:;n  and  beliind  tb.e  other 
an  Irishnian.  both  listenin::-.  Thev  were  within  e;isy 
boinhin<f  ran.Lje,  bi.t  t!'e  ho;iiicnl,d  adxantiiu^e  of  \ 
sition  of  either  resulted  in  a  truce.  Sixtv  \ards 
I'aie  it  o!f.  It  is  not  f.ir.  In  other  places  tiie  enemies 
ha\e  been  as  close  as  ti\e  \ardj  —  onlv  a  wall  of  earth 


I 


Mv  vr  \R  <)i    riii-  (iKiwr  war 


ail   at;,'i.k.   a   (ir--iaii   is  iiatiiraUv  dm   ^>nc  s\i.  a 

travvM'^c  aiui  a  I'r.t'iii  ii;i  t!.c  iitli^T. 

I  he  ( icniians  wwc  as  bus\  as  licavcrs  i1;iit  lnii!J;  i 
1  lit)  had  a  I(-i  (if  work  tD  ilo  hcf.irf  t!iL\  imJ  th.ir 
new  (ick-riccs  ri<;ht.  \Vc  heard  t!i  mi  iIi-iuhl^  ^rai.cs 
and  spading:  \w  heard  tlicir  \()!lcs  with  snatches  of 
sciU(.-nt\-s  intcHi;,n!ile  ajui  occasion  il!'v  the  enu-iiet'e. 
shnuted,  ji;uttural  toniinands  of  their  otiiiers.  All 
thioiii^h  that  iiii^hr  1  wl-wv  heard  a  1!'  iiish  oliieer  speak 
alii)\-e  a  C'-nwrsati.'i.'l  Ii'ie.  i  he  i^riier^  were  deli- 
nitc  enou>;li,  but  j^ivcn  with  a  certain  eoiiijiaiiioiiahle 
kindliness.      I    ha\e  spoken   of   the    ueniiiiie    atteetion 


;!!id  1  was 


uMieti  tils  men  s!i,iue<l  for  Captain  1' — 

he^iniiMiL;  til  aj-preu.'te   that    it   wa>  n^t  a   particular 
instance. 

"  Wdi  It  if  vou  dioidil  >!iout  at    I  urnmv  in  the  fier- 


luan   lashinn.-' 


I 


aslse.l 


I  !e  wi'iiKln't  ha\e  it:  he'd  i^^et  rehel'Ioas,"  was  the 
reply.  "No.  \o'i  tnustn't  yell  at  IHmkiu.  lie"s  a 
little  temper, !iiii.!ua]  about  sonic  thi!ii;>  and  he  wdl  not 
he  treated  as  il   he  were  just  a  luitnan  inatJiipe." 

\  et  no  (ine  will  question  the  iliscipline  i>f  t!ie  Biit- 
i^!i  soldier.  Discipline  means  th  it  th.e  otticer  knows 
his  men,  anil  Hiitish  iliscipline.  which  hears  a.  retreat 
like  that  from  .Mo;is,  reijuires  th:it  the  man  likes  to 
|iil!  !W  his  officers,  'nliexes  in  his  otti^ers.  loxes  his 
oliicers.      I'.uli  armv  ar.d  e::J 


I  p.c]Me  to  Its  ow  n  wa\  s. 


Sixty  yarilsl  And  the  dead  between  the  tretichcs 
and  death  lurkinp;  ready  at  a  tri-^^jrcr's  p;:l!  should  life 
show  itself!  When  da\IiL:;hf  contes  tl  e  \', 
out  their  "(iood  morninix.  (lerma.ns!  ""  am 
mans  atiswer.  "(Iood  mornini^,  British!"  wit!uii:t 
addin.ur.    "We    hope    to    kill    '^■'I'-e    n(    \,)u    to-da\!" 


:  t ;  s !  I   s  I  n  i_r 
tlie  der- 


w 


II 


-  >.> 


I'.iiiuintj;  l^uitcr  aiul  j^st  aiul  v. oi^c  than  jc--.t  aiu!  L;riin 

''^:d   between    the    tre;iches    when 


natue    are    e\c( 


thev  are  \Jthin  svali  cas\  hearinif  illstanec  oJ  each 
otlur;  but  always  frinii  a  site  position  behind  th^'  par- 
apet uhi.h  the  a'.lversario  sijiiint  across  through  th.eir 


iilU>. 


he   ttiinij  was   ruliculo'a^ 


At  t!:e 


tiiisine 


the  (  lei'nian  is, 


Iter 


than  t!ie  Tji-itun.      I ',::■! 
our  riulit  broke  into  a 


1  tile  cwninLi  a  regiment  on 


'i^\ 


\\;  >i!!,:v!e  at  soine  ta 


neiei 


mo\  cine 


lit  ot  t!ie  enenn'.      in  trench  t;;!!-;.  tliat  is  Ljet- 


tin^i 


luiii'.n-. 


I  li 


lerrnans    in    I  r  )nr    ri  .;:r 


!Ut 


their    eiintenr/t     in     a 


iiuari.1   rnorninLT. 


these 


llnj-'iiS 

same 


»t     t^viyin^    hi  lighter. 


( 


'Tians  a 


IsO      I 


lecanie 


tunipv 


m 


11 


H-: 
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tearing:  the  air  with  bullets,  tirin:' 


a^imst  n.ithin;^  init  ttu 


ackness  of  niiiht. 


oniMiv 


\: 


IS  onK    miiie  snr.ie  eharaiteri-.';^   eoiirnent-- :   lor 


le  IS  a  ijuie 


musi 


C  !i::l!  St: 


t  leljov..  exeej^t  when  lu  is  playeil  on  the 
i'oss:I)!\   he  t'eils  tiie  Inconsistency 


of  lau^htei 


hen  \i)U  are 


kni 


nan  liein'js;  tor. 


us  o! 


:ers  s.i\-. 


is  ten: 


.■ra.Mient 


il  aiul 


n',.\  er  L^-es 


to  the  trouble  (j1  anaKsiii'j  his  emotions.      A 


real 


lerson  an^. 


(1  Jea!  of  a  phi! 


P 

kins.  Dritain's  [irolessi^uia!  .':;^!it,iiL,^  ui; 

onl 


isopner  i- 
I, 


Mr.   At- 


n,  \\  ho  w 


tlie 


in  !i: 


iUi. 


nv  sma 
>  hie  I ! 


1  of  !iL,'h;,ni;  man  she  h.iA  v> 


:  tiir  tl'.c  wai". 
11  bo\M\ho  \l^d  !;e\er  lii-l  enMUL;!i  fireworks 
li.L^iit  Ive  ;_:;;\  en  a  jo!)  in  the  <  .erman  rreiiehes, 

he    feil   a  sleep 


with  t!;e   rrivileiie  of    tirinu;  Hares   t 


f 


rom  e\h:uisuon. 


All  nij,!;t  thev  were  i.j;oi'iJ.  \\ 


It!)  th 


re^ulant\  n 


\  J, 


\\i)\ 


The  oiilv  ones  sent  up  t  rom 


our  Slue  tiiat  nii:'it  were  shi't  in  o 


)rJer  that  1 


mii^lit  i^et 


a  better  \  iew  ol  the  ( 


■rm.m  Ue:; 


\ 


I  kill  i:\   Ii.jw  \\  a,  .r 


■s  in  tl 


low- 


aces  1)11  thi 


l^round  after  a  he;;\  \-  rain.      \\\!l.  the  pat 
were  like  that,  and  >.iark  in  tlie 


C!K 


f  .k.id 


ots  where  tlie\  w  ere 
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deeper 
|<-'S   of   tlc:ul 


vcrv    thick  — dark    as    uhl,    the    Jarkne.s    of 
water.       I  here   uere   aKn    irr.^r.,1,,,-  t^,., 

and  scattered  deaJ,  uith  ann.  out.tretch.d  m.  ..n,.,^ 
;-naw...,dIa.d,a...,,,.,.,,,,,,,^.;-^^^^^ 
K''"<-    lit    tile    ru.ktrs   aiij    tuMi  -I    r,,u  •,,■  1    ,         •        i 


Man's  tiesh  is  Siil't  an. 


K 


I  a  n.i!!,  t  is 


liar. 


-Id  t -ax  els  last. 


'  ''■'■  !Mt  ,>t  .atire  uhid,  /..rntrv  sent"  across 'the  liclj 
--■-;!  -^!'  '^^  Intrden  ..f  sla,„hter  to  the  C.ernt'ns 


wli"  are  ,u'iven 
"as:      '•  \\h\ 


deail 


t*_'  so^.u^  oii-ht  to  have  ,-..;ie  hnnie.      It 


liiit  the  (  .e 


'■\    \nuv 


"'■'"^'  ''-'^  :'i-  ^iv  ,11  ,1,,  armisrin- 
'"    <'thcr    tunes    u  hen    Hrni>h    deal    In     iJr      Z 

trenches,  asked  l.u- none  here.       I  he  dead  u  ere  nearer 
o      cB,,t,s|    thant.Mhc(.enn,,ns.      d  he  discon,  .^ 
•Hdjihe.n   H.msh  .uul  not   (  .ern,;.n  noslrils.       \,u! 
the  dead  canm.t  i^^^ht;  tiiev  can  help  no  more  to  win 
victory   ,.,r  ^he    latherland.      .\nd   the   tinte   Is    .    n 

''\\'-  ^^V'  ""  ""■''  ^'"'^'-^"^i  ^'^nnan  dead  alto- 
gether, perha^.s  -  n<.t  manv  out  of  the   Kaiser's  ,nii- 

i-His.  U'tthev  seemed  a  greatmanx  to  nne  u  ho  saw 
tneiti  Ivinij;  there. 

^Ve.tupp.dt,M^ad^^   tl,e  h.uht  .,f  a  bra/ier  some 
C.rrman     s.,ldiers      diaries     tiiat     the     Irlshrren     had 
lh,\   urre  cheai^  little  hooks,  huu^ht  for  a  feu  certs 
c-ach  one  telhn.^  the  dead  man's  storv  and  rex  eahn^r  the 
"i-'Hotonv  oi   a   s(ddier-s  existence  in   r'uro 


II 


>Pv    to-da\, 


'cse  pawns  of  uar  had  heen  marJied  here  and  ther'^ 


^ 
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tiK'v  iK\cr  knew  why.  The  !a>t  notes  were  when 
orders  c;uiie  ent  MiniMi:  iIilmi.  '1  he\  lilil  ivt  know 
t!:;it  thev  were  to  he  sent  mit  nt  thnsr  u.Huk  \>  '^  Ur  t" 
recover  Xcuvv.'  Ch.tp.elle  —  «'Ut  of  tJMse  wool!-,  in  the 
te^r  of  nil  their  Jrill  anJ.  waitinLj. 


A   B;v.  ;!ri:in  oince; 


)v  tiie^e  \sere  Bawiri.'.n^ 


rcrunllv  roJc  in  th.it  ch.ir^e.  lie  must  ha\e  worlseJ 
hinveir  u'l  tM  a  stranj-el\  exalted  oinirnisni  and  con- 
tempt of  British  lire.  <  )r  was  it  tliat  he.  too,  did  not 
know  what  he  was  goin;,'  again>t  r  that  only  the  der- 
m:;n  p;encra!  knew?  Neither  he  nor  h!'^  hor'-e  lasted 
1  >nLj:  not  more  tlian  a  d(j7-cn  seeonds.  1  he  t!.  n^  was 
M)  splendidly  foolhardy  that  in  some  little  war  it 
miciht  have  become  the  sa^a  of  a  re^inlenr.  tlie  swhieet 
of  halbils  and  paintinn;s.  In  this  war  it  was  an  mei- 
ilent  heralded  for  a  da\  in  one  conimanil  and  for^^jtten 
'!k'  next. 

••  Ciood  ni^htl  "  called  the  Irish. 

'*  ( iood  nii^ht  and  good  luck  I  "' 

"  Tell  them  in  Ameriea  that  th.   Irish  are  btill  tight- 

••  (iood  luek,  and  may  your  travelling  he  aisy;  but 
if  \e  tri[).  may  \e  fall  into  a  gold  mi-ie! 

We  were  back  with  the  Briti^h  regulars:  and  here. 
.iImo,  manv  of  the  men  remained  up  around  the 
!ira/iers.  1  he  hours  of  duty  of  the  few  on  wat  Ji  do 
■:ot  take  manv  of  the  twenty-four  hours.  *  ):k'  ma- 
sleep  when  he  chooses  in  the  little  houses  behind  the 
hre.istworks.  Night  melts  into  dav  and  dav  into 
•li-ht  in  the  monotony  of  mud  and  sniping  ritle-tire. 
liv-and-hv  it  is  your  turn  to  ^o  into  reser\  e :  vour 
turn  to  get  out  of  your  clothes  —  for  there  are  no 
'painmas  for  officers  or  men  in  these  "  crawh,"  as  they 
are  sometimes  called.     Boots  oft  is  the  onl)  undress- 


iiiK'.-  hoots  off  ami  piittci  ,  ij;)Iu...c.i.  ulilui  ,..vcs  the 
fcLt.  Us,  hy-ainl-hy  the  march  hack  to  the  rcir, 
where  there  arc  tubs  lilled  with  h-.t  water  anJ  an  nutlit 
i)t  elean  dothes  awaiting  you,  aiui  nothiiii;  to  Jo  but 
rest  and  sleep. 

"  '.''!)^'  ^-'.'""  •''^^^"'"  "'^'  '^''^^"^'  ^'"-'  trenches  may  ue 
cheer.-"  o.liurs  ha\e  Incn  aske^l  in  thi-  ilead  of' win- 
ter, when  water  stood  deep  o\er  the  por(.u^  nuid  aiid 
inorninnr  fnund  a  scale  of  ice  anuinJ  the  lej^^s. 

Uju,  nicely  testing;  the  temperature  <<f  \<iur  niorn- 
in^rtu!):you.  satisfied  onb.  uiili  lau.iS  .,|  Imr  and  oi!d 
water  an<l_  a  .n.\t  to  stand  ,.n  — vou  kn,,\v  n-ithing 
about  the  joy  ol'  bathln.ir.  Vour  liath  is  .i  mere  part 
ol  the  daily  routine  of  existence.  1  re  the  fenches 
and  u^-t  itchy  with  vermin:  then  \ru  will  kn  )w  that 
heaven  consists  of  soap  and  hot  water. 

\o  bad  od.nir  assails  your  nostrils  wherever  vou 
jnay  j^o  in  the  liritish  lines.  Its  cleanliness,  if  noth- 
mi^  else,  would  make  British  army  comraileship  enjoy- 
able. Nly  wonder  iKver  ceases  how  Tomnn-  keeps 
hinisell  so  neat;  Ikp.v  he  manai.,'es  to  sha\e  everv  day 
and  qet  a  part,  at  least,  of  the  mud  oU  his  uniform. 
it  makes  i)i;n  feel  more  as  if  he  were  "  at  hume  "  in 
barracks. 

i'rom  ti;e  breastworks.  Captain  1' rind  I  \\a\t 

(<n-  a  stroll  in_  the  \illai,'e,  or  the  site  cf  i!ie  \  iil.i^e. 
silent  except  for  the  occasional  sinijini.,^  ,,(  a  bulh-t. 
When  we  returned  he  lifrhted  the  candle  on  a  stick 
stuck  into  the  wall  of  his  little  earth-roofed  house  and 
siit:<;ested  a  nap.  it  was  three  o'clock  in  the  mornlnj^. 
Now  I  could  see  that  my  rubber  boots  liad  (rrnwn  so 
heavy  because  f  was  carrvinp:  so  much  of  tlPe  soil  of 
Northern  IVance.  Ft  looked  as  if  I  had  ^out  in  both 
leet  — the    .u ,  r-!v;-ida^rcil.    stage    tvpe    of    j^out  — 
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which  were  encased  in  l.ir^'c  nv.id  [■oulticcs.  I  t'icvi  u> 
statnp  oti  tlic  incu!>us,  but  it  would  not  <;(/.  I  tried 
scr.ipiiiu;  one  hmt  lU  the  other,  and  what  I  scraped  ott 
seemed  to  re.iti.iJi  itself  us  fast  as  I  could  reino\e  it. 

"  Don't  t!\  I  "  Slid  the  captain.  "  lie  dcnvn  .\-A'\ 
pall  your  hoots  (jH  in  the  doorwav.  Perhaps  vou  v.  !! 
j,'et  some  sleep  before  daybreak." 

Sleep!  Does  a  debutante  go  to  sleep  at  her  first 
ball?  .slec|)  ill  >uJi  {footl  companv,  the  company  of 
this  c:;[i'.;;i:i,  who  was  smiling  all  the  while  with  his 
L\eM  smiliiiij;  at  his  mud  house,  at  the  harilships  in  the 
trer.clies.  and.  I  hope,  ;it  !ia\  inj^  a  ;.;uLSt.  who  had  been 
u  ith  ann;rs  Ik  lore  I 

It  WIS  the  tir^t  time  that  I  had  been  in  the  treiKhes 
.dl  ni^ht:  the  liiNt  time,  indctv!.  when  I  liad  not  been 
t.ik.n  into  tliem  b\  an  escort  in  a  kind  of  promenade. 
'  )n  this  \isit  1  was  in  tlie  family,  if  it  is  the  rit^ht 
kind,  of  ;'.  f.imil}  that  is  the  way  to  get  a  j^ood  impres- 
sion. I  here  would  be  plenty  of  time  to  sleep  when  I 
returned  to  i.ondion. 

.So  Captain   1' and   I   lay  tiiere  talkin-;.     <  ^ne 

felt  the  dampness  of  the  earth  under  his  btidy  and  tho 
walls  exuded  moisture.  I'he  averaj^e  cellar  was  dry 
In  comp.o  is  '!i.  '■  Vou  will  j^ct  your  death  of  cold!  " 
anv  motiier  would  cry  in  alarm  if  her  boy  were  found 
e\  en  sittiny;  on  such  cold,  wet  ground.  Tor  it  was  a 
I  l.unmy  Wii}n  of  early  spring:;.  Vet,  peculiarly  cnouuh. 
few  men  ;j;et  colds  from  this  exposure.  One 
colds  from  ilrauj^hts  in  oxerheated  ' 
ofrencr.  Luckily,  it  was  not  raining;  it  !. 
ing  mobt  of  the  winter  in  the  Hat  coimtrx 
I'rance  and  llanders. 

"  It  is  \ery  horrible,  this  kind  of  vyartare. 
cajnain.      i  ie  was  thinkinij;  of  the  rr..thod  ■•* 
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thern 

■,aid  the 
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tlKin  of  the  Jiscornr.>rts.  "  All  war  is  vcrv  !i,.rrlMc, 
of  course."  Kc.i^uilar  sukHcrs  rarely  takc'aiu  otlicr 
Mcw.       I  (icy  know  u.ir. 

"With  \()iir  v.oiimicJ  arm  ynu  inii'lit  lie  hack  in 
I-'ii^laiul  (It)  lca\c/'   I  siiL,r_:_rfstc.l. 

"  <  )h,  that  arm  Is  all  rii^'ht !  "  he  rcpheJ.  "  'f'his  is 
uhat  I  aiM  pa.ia  i\,r" — v.luili  I  !:;.!  he.;rJ  reuilirs 
sa\  hetore.  "  AmJ  it  is  t',,;-  1  n-hinj:  "  he  a.lJeJ.  in 
h:s  quiet  uav.  "  s.MiseiiiMes  I  rliink  we  shnuKl  ii-ht 
better  it  wc  otficers  cuiKi  liati-  the  (Krni.-ns,"  he  went 
on.  "  I  he  (  lernian  i.!ea  is  tliat  \n'i  rjrjst  hate  if  y,u 
are  K^uni,'  to  lii,'!it  wlU.      V>u:  we  .an't  hate." 

Sound  \iews  lie  had  alieut  the  war:  sounder  than  I 
lia\e  iieard  from  the  hp^,  of  caiiinet  mini-tcrs.  i-'ur 
these   regular  o!!;cers  are  specia!:^t.^  in  u.ir. 

"  Do  Nou  think  that  we  shall  star\e  the  (iermans 
out?  " 

''  No.      We    i7Uist    win    hv    liL,Iitini:,"    he    rephtd. 

i  his  was  in  .MarJi,  up  ;.      "  V,,u  know."  he  \'.  cm  on. 

takini^  another  tack.  '•  when  one  j,'et,-,  ha.k  to  1  ,■l^la!Ki 

out  ol  tliis  miuk  h,e  wants  j^nod  hnen  and  e\er\thiM,- 

\er\-  nice." 

1  es.  I  ee  found  the  same  .ifter  rou^hinLj  it,"  I 
aurecvi.  •'  (  )nc  is  in.jst  particuk;r  th.it  !;e  has  e\ery 
coiritort  to  uiiiJi  ci'.ihsatinn  entitles  him." 

\\  c  chatted  on.  Much  of  our  talk  was  soldier  sJMp 
talk,  which  you  will  not  care  to  liear.  iwice  ue  v.  ere 
mterruptcd  by  an  outburst  of  tirin;,r.  and  the  captain 
hurried  out  to  ascertain  the  re.ison.  Somk.-  f.dse  .darm 
ha. I  sMrted  the  ritics  speakini,r  frojii  both  sides.  .\ 
lusdl.ide  for  two  cr  three  minutes  and  the  firing  died 
down  to  silence 

D.iwn  broke  ,mu1  it  w.is  time  j'or  me  to  go;  and 
with  da\!i^ht,  when  d.ini^.r  of  a   nii^lit  "su'-n-jse  was 
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.i\  r.  the  capt.'.in  W'  u\A  li.nr  h\  >lcip.  I  was  leaving 
liim  to  his  III  i'l  h'lusc  aii-l  !iis  lic^i  en  the  uct  ground 
uitlinut  a  hhnik^t.  It  was  m"!c  iiMpnrfaiit  to  have 
sanJhaus  up  for  the  h;\ast\v()rks  than  tn  have  blan- 
kets; aiul  as  the  men  had  nut  \et  rceeiveJ  theirs,  he 
luul  none  hiiii'-elt. 

"  It\  n-t  ('..ir  l'>  the  nien,"  he  saiJ.  "  I  don't  want 
an\  tiling  the\   don't  lia\  e." 

No  better  I'nod  ;ind  no  better  li-uise  and  no  wanner 
LjannentsI  I  !e  ^j  okc  n^t  in  any  sense  ot  stated  dutv, 
bat  in  the  at;e.tii=n  ol'  the  comradeship  ot  war;  the 
.tlteetion  liorn  ol"  th.'.t  impei!urlvdile  coura^^e  of  jus 
snldiers.  \\l;o  had  stoini  a  st^ne  wall  of  cool  resolution 
against  dennan  eiiar;/es  v.  !ien  it  seemed  as  if  they 
nuist  ^o.  I  he  ^bnnour  of  war  mi\  lia\-e  departed, 
but  not  t!ie  brotii.rhoud  of  h.irvbh'.p  and  dan^;ers 
sharevl. 

Wdiat  had.  been  a  routine  ni.^ht  to  him  had  been  a 
^reat  ni^ht  10  me;  one  of  t!ie  mo^t  memorable  ol 
m;,   lite. 

'"  I  was  t:lad  \ou  ciui'd  come,"  he  said,  as  I  made 
m\  adieu,  (juite  as  if  lie  were  sa.ii^j;  adieu  to  a  j^uest 
at  hon-.e  in  1  pl;1. ;nd. 

Some  of  the  sobhers  called  tlKir  cheery  good-byes; 
and  with  a  lieutenant  to  <;uide  me,  1  set  out  while  the 
li^ht  was  still  duskv,  leavin^^  the  comfortin-  parapet 
t')  the  re.;r  to  ;;.)  iiuo  tlie  open,  tnur  hundred  \ards 
from  tile  Cermans.  A  (.eritian,  tliou;^h  he  could  not 
ha\e  seen  us  d.istinctly,  must  have  noted  something 
m-aii.L,'.  i'wo  oi  Ills  i)ullets  c.ime  r.itber  close  before 
ue  parsed  out  of  his  \is:>n  amoixj;  some  trees. 

In  .1  feu  mbi'Jtes  1  was  a-ain  entering;  the  peasant's 
cott.:.:e  ;;i;:t  v,  .is  b.';t.!l>n  headv'uarter^ ;  this  time  bv 
i!a\lidit.      Its  walls  were  chipped  by  bullets  that  had 
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comc  ()\Lr  tin-  hi  i  ;mtu  mk^.  i  he 
tin^  up  frnin  his  hhuikcts  in  the  cclhir.  I»\  tin,  •:\'\c 
I  \\i\d  a  i-'mI  trcn  h  ap;',  tit'.-.  Nut  until  after  iM-ea'-.- 
fast  iliJ  it  otciir  to  liie,  uitl;  '-Dine  MirpriM  ,  tliat  I  IkuI 
n"t  v.asheJ  niv  face. 

I  he  lood  was  just  ns  gooii.  w  isii't  it  ?  "  retnarked 
the  major.  '  We  m.f  (juite  used  to  suJi  hreiJies  of 
convention.  HesiJes,  you  had  heen  up  all  ui^iit,  s<i 
\(iur  breakf.ist  niij;ht  l)e  called  \nur  a t'ter-tlie-theatre 
supiHT." 

\\  ii\\  !n:'i  I  ue'i;  ti">  see  wliit  the  ruins  (if  \eu\e 
Chapelle  luuked  I,ke  !r>  davli^!)!.  The  destru'.ti'Ui 
was  not  all  t!ie  riMilt  of  one  h mih  irdnient,  for  the 
Hntish  had  hem  shelhriL;  \eu\e  (.'ha}Hlle  olt  a.u.l  on 
all  '.\inter.  (  )t  eou!--.e.  tlkre  is  the  old  i  .1  rth(|uake 
comparison.  All  writers  ha\  e  used  it.  I'ut  it  is 
(luite  too  feehle  for  \eu\e  Chapvlle.  An  earthquake 
merely  shakes  di.»\n  houses.  I  he  sliell-,  had  ii()iie  a 
good  deal  more  th::n  th.it.  I  \]c\  ha.d  crushed  the 
remains  o|  the  houses  as  under  the  pLstle  he. id  in  a 
mortar;  hloun  walls  into  dust:  taken  hri.ks  fr^m  the 
cast  side  ol  the*  house  o\  i.  r  to  the  \'.  est  .uivl  thrown 
them  hack  with   anotliei'  e\plo>i.in. 

N\u\e  C"h.i;\l!e  hid  Ihaii  literalK  ll.iiled  with  the 
hi^h  e\plosi\e  proiei  tiles  of  tile  new  British  artiller\-, 
which  the  liritish  h.id  to  iiui've  .ifter  the  war  heL,Mn  to 
compete  witli  \Ji.;t  the  dei-.-nans  alreads  h.id:  for 
poor.  lone,  vuon^fed.  bullied  (ier!i;,in\  (p.iite  ur.pi'c- 
p.ire.l  — -  .Xustria  with  her  tiff,  imllions  does  not 
count  —  wa>  tiuhtin^  en  the  defensive  against  wicked. 
agj^rcss;\e  enemies  w!io  were  fullv  prepared.  I'his 
explains  why  she  iiuaded  I'rance  -.'uA  took  possession 
of  t.'Wi'.s  like  \eu\e  Chapelle  to  defei^i  her  poor,  uii- 
re.id)  people  Irom  tlie  I'rench.  who  had  bi.Ln  plottinj^ 
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and  planninjT  "  the  clay  "  ulicti  t!icy  would  conquer  the 
(jcrnians. 

lilts  ot  (icrnun  equipment  were  mixed  with  ruins 
of  clocks  and  family  pictures  and  hou'-ch.ild  uteiisdi. 
I  noticed  a  !)ic\cle  whieh  had  been  cut  in  fAo.  its  parts 
separated  In  twenty  feet;  one  wheel  was  twisted  into  ;i 
spool  of  wire,  the  other  simply  mashed. 

Where  was  the  man  w  1m  had  kept  tiie  shop  with  a 
few  letters  of  his  name  still  vi-.ible  on  a  splintered 
bit  of  board?  Where  the  children  who  had  pla\ed  in 
the  littered  s(juare  in  front  of  the  church,  with  its 
steeples  and  w.dls  piles  of  stone  that  hiui  crushed  t!ic 
worshippers'  benches."'  Refugees  somewhere  back  of 
the  i^ritish  lines,  working;  on  the  roads  if  stron;^ 
cnoui^h.  helping;  I'rancc  any  way  th.v  co'.ld,  not  m  ir- 
murimj,  e\  en  sniilinc;.  and  praviivj;  t.ir  \ictorv,  wliidi 
would  let  them  return  to  tlieir  homes  and  daily  duties. 
To  their  humes  I 


XVIII 


U  1  1  1 1     III 


(.INS 


A    u.ir    of    fxplosii.iis  — Ai  il    ma<liinf»— Battle-panorama    style  — 


\aKie  of  surprise  —  Lvcr  li 
f;ri>piiig    KU.ii— I'ctiioii    K"'^ 
the  tiuii* — Innciiious  coucealmcui*— "  K> 
—  Rocikket'pIiiK    anJ    irii;oiiomtiiy^"Cii.    i 
aeroplane — New  luiwitzcri  aiid  ilieir  cri-w*. 
gun  specialist  — The  "  hell-for-lcathc 
fire" — In    operation  —  fipnttiiin    the    !i. 
worki  —  A  cha;;rine(l    puiiiier  —  A   bull  < 


I  ate  or  bliml  .in  J 

.  .Tinns  —  Hiiiiillj; 

—  Mccl'.anis:n 

—  riie    tiirrnian 

-The  jjeucra!  —  A 

-ilie  "  curtain  of 

"  ■  V    the   svntem 

1  he   lierman* 


reioit  —  lloriil.le    fasciiiatioii    of    uar  —  A    ijutcr    "  ref ujjee  " — 

Ir  is  a  war  ><{  Lxj^ilosions,  lr<iin  bombs  throun  by  h.inJ 
\v;ihi:i  tell  \arJs  i)f  the  cncrjiy  to  sliclls  tl'.roun  ns  t.ir 
as  tuLiity  nii'.fs  and  m'.r.cs  la: J  uiKlcr  tlic  cncnn's 
tronJus;  :i  w.  r  ^,\  jriins,  from  scvcntccn-incli  down  to 
tiii-cc-'nuli  M\d  ;n;K-hinc  ^uns;  a  war  of  inacMncry.  With 
inn  still  tiic  prc-cini'icnr  macliinc. 

Gans  \v.:\rk  the  limit  of  the  dan}i;cr  /one.  1  hi.;r 
scrcamin^'  sh' IK  Im-h  at  tiic  s^'ntrics  at  the  entrances 
to  t.iwns  a:i.i  at  cr("->-i"i)ad.s  who  demand  passe*-  nj  .;|1 
citlivr  traxellcrs.  Any  one  uiio  trie^l  to  keep  nut  ot 
ran^e  of  the  <:uns  would  ne\  er  ^et  anywhere  near  t!.e 
front.  It  is  .'.!!  a  m.ittcr  oi  chan:e.  with  long  odds  or 
short  Ovlds.  ac.-ordin.q;  to  the  ncij^hbourhooLl  you  are 
in.  If  shells  come,  th.-v  come  witliout  uarniiv:;  and 
without  ceremony.  Nobodv  is  a  1  raid  ot  shells  and 
cvcrvb.Hlv  is  —  at  least,  1  ;.m. 

"Gdv.j:      Wat   a    'olel 

i'OJ 


reinarks   Mr.   Thomas 
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Atlsins  ca'.ually.  at  ^.i^Iu  of  an  excavation  in  the  cnrtli 
made  by  a  tliousanJ-pound  projectile. 

It  is  onlv  ci-^hiccn  years  apo  that,  at  t!  .  battle  of 
Dnmoko  in  the  (".rcco-rurkish  war,  I  saw  hilj  a  do/vn 

t  on  the  plain  oi    I  hc»salv, 


Turkish  h.itteries  swinp  01 
limber  u 


[1  ill  the  open  atiil  Jischarj;c  sal 


Vi)S   W.tll 


M 


tc. 


powder,  in  the  good.  old.  h;ittlc-panorania  st\le 


Oik 


hatt 
the 


cry  of  modern  field  Runs  unseen  would  wipe  out 

(JiiK   ten  vears  a  140.  ;it  tl 


It   'n  !i\"e  minutes 


hatlle  of  Liao-vanp.  as  I  wateheii  a  J.>ud  ol  shrapnel 


smoke  scmlin^  il"\\n 
of  M;'.nianv 


steel  showers  o\e 


r  the  lirilf  hill 


ima,  uhi.h  sent  up  showers  of  earth  I  nun 

i,  a  J.ip.mese  mili- 


>1k11s  hurst  hv  impact  on  t!v   ltoju 


tarv  at 


t.ich. 


remar 


ked 


Iher 


e  \nu 


!ve  a  propliec 


,f  uh.it 


iropoan 


w.ir  w 


111  b- 


.•vC 


I  le  was  ri^ht 


lie  k 


new 


his  business  as  a  milit  i-y 


attache.     The  voices  of  the  gims  alon<;  tiie  tront  seem 

n  M.nie  direction  they  arc  always  linn';. 

zht  the  reports   fr-)m  a  certain  quarter 


never  silent. 
Wh.en  one  ni 


sccmei, 
"  N 
otTiccr  cxj 


1  rather  heavv,  I  asked  the  reason  the  next  d 


IV 


o,  not  \e 


hea\  \- 


No  attack,"  a  division  >tan 
laincd'.      ••   1  he  linJus  had  hem  hulldinu  a 


re  I. 


)ubt  an  J  ue  turiu\ 


on  some  li.  e.  s. 


iiiean:p.[j; 


h;i;h  e\plosi\  e  sb.elh 


Nl"ht  alter  niLiht,  under  cox'cr  01 


darkness,  the  (icr- 


mans 


had   b 


d>our;ii;i   ou 


tli.'.t   ijdiuilu,   thinkmi; 


lliat  thev  were  nivuserw 
quiet,  top,  s'.iijiin^  their  spai 


.•d.       Ihey  had  kept  extreme! 


and 


the  ret 
hi.l  it  t 
the    hi. 


ham:iieruT4  a  nail  e\  er  s( 


.■s  m 
)  liiihtl 


to  the  earth  s)ttly 


•ii'.ii,  01 


loiibt 


w 


is  placed  behind  a  sere 


.110 


fnli 


rn  th'-  \  lew  o 


t  t! 


l>r 


md.-^eel 


he  C 


icrman 


budd 


char.u 

ers  did 


r't;>-h  trenelK 
if  mndicrn   war. 


eiuirse. 

c  wbivh 

Su^h  is 

What 


!U>t  know  w 


as  that  a  British 
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ac-oplnnc  ImJ  h.ui  watd.in.i^r  ,h,,n  dav  hv  dav  ar  1 
tliat  th.  spot  was  ni.clv  r.^.^,u.l  nn  a  British  .un- 
ncrynap.      On  thi.  map  it  uas  a  ccnain  numWI 

'    "^     ^'  ^''^'V'^  ^^'^  '"'^^'^-      -n-  ..nncrs  waited 
till  t!>.   house  ot  cards  was  up  bd'orc  kno.kir^  it  to 

1-MCtCS.  «= 

J^urprise  is  the  thin,  with  the  p,ns.  A  town  may 
k'  I'T  r.e.Ks  v.iihout  jrcrtmu:  a  simjc  she!!  Then 
•r  .nay  pt  a  score  in  Uai  ininutcs;  or  it  mav  he  sh.  ,',,] 

x'':l:;^'"'':":.-v-^'r^-^v--  ■•■nuvareshelhn. 


,":""•     ".':••      "'^-"'   ''^'^-^  '^^--n  Ic:nin^/ah,ne  for 

,',;^-"'^'-     "^M'^'Hol  the  gossip  up  and  down  the 

V         ";'''\^";^'  P'-'"'^l  "i  li:'.\in::  escaped  altofvthcr 

^"''  ':'-"^'^^  '^'   ^'^^  -^^"!^--  and  si.e  of  the  shells  I'- 
c  e ;  \  L  u . 

,„?;'"  '^'r"y    i^^'t   :::r.?-    I    ,,ked    the   division    staff 

w;e:^;.i  ;;.v^^'^--'^^•---- 
tHc  f,-„nt. '•  Did  v;        -^  -:"'"""  ';nest:on  that,  at 


A 

th 


,,..,,,      ,  ."u-etany-      OneanM,- (iermans; . 

,.-rua,  .juesti.-n.  too.  It  has  nothin;;  to  do  with 
^  '-l^n  ot  phivor  anv  hit  of  sensational  liddhi.^- 
onh  u,th  the  seore.  with  resuhs,  with  casualties 

^^■^-    'h'ite    a    nuniher.-    said   the    olii.cr.     '•■Owr 
ubserxer  saw  tJien'  Iv  in- ahoiit." 


unseen  prev  m  a  wide  h-ndscapc. 
^     A.aairate  and  niardenras  thev  see 
'"■'V  .'eh;nd  a  u\iuh  wall  ,.,-  I,  •  !  n  . 


ni  when  vou  lii-op 


in  a  uui;out  a 


S    \()U 
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M 


hear  .'a  approachiriir  scream,  an  !  the  cartli  trcii-.l'lcs. 
t!iL'  ...r  is  wracked  hy  a  concussion,  an.i  t!io  c:-\-  of  a 
man  a  few  vards  away  tells  of  a  hit.  \'e;\  acojratc 
v.hen  stili  oiIkts.  sent  from  muzzles  six  or  -even  thiuu- 
sand  yard.-,  av,  ;iv,  fall  in  tiiat  sa:i:e  line  of  trLi-.JiI 
\  ery  accurate  when,  before  an  infanrrv  attack,  with 
luirsts  (if  s!:rapnel  bullets  thev  cut  to  bits  the  barl^ed- 
wire  cntan:j;!en-ients  in  frc^nt  of  a  trench!  'I'he  power 
of  cl;aos  tliar  they  seem  to  possess  when  the  fij^^'itinff- 
tr.;i.h  and  tlie  dugouts  and  all  the  huma!i  w.irrens 
V, hiLh  protect  the  liefenders  are  be.itcn  as  fh.'ur  is 
kneaded: 

iiiind  and  ,ij;r(>[Mnc-  thev  seem  when  a  do/cn  sin  lis 
fail  harmles<,ly  i:i  a  tield;  uh.cn  tl:ey  send  their  missiles 
toward  objects  v,  liich  mav  not  be  worth  shooti:i(^  at; 
when  no  one  sees  where  the  shells  hit  an.l  tlie  amount 
ol  wamaLje  they  li;i\c  done  is  i^uc^swork:  and  hclidess 
without  the  infantry  to  p^rotcct  them,  the  aeropla.nes 
v.va]  tlie  obicrvers  tf)  see  for  them. 

('tie  thinks  ot  them  as  demons  with  subtle  intelli- 
gence and  loni;  rea.ch.  tlieir  gi^'antic  lists  striking  here 
an.l  there  at  will,  witlimit  a  \ib:ble  arm  behind  the 
blow.  An  arm\  j^uards  a,uainst  the  blows  of  an  en- 
emy's demons  v.ith  CN'cry  kind  of  c  )\-er.  c\-er\'  kind  of 
deception,  v.ith  all  resources  of  vc'entiiic  ingenu:t\-  and 
invention;  anil  an  armv  nuirdis  its  ov.ri  deirojis  in 
their  lairs  as  preciouslv  as  if  thc\-  were  made  of  some 
ilehcatc  substance  uhiJi  "-ould  ^o  i;p  in  smoke  at  a 
glance  Jrom  the  etieiin's  e\e,  inste.ul  of  having  bar- 
rel- ol  the  strongest  st^cl  th.it  can  be  forged. 

\  our  personal  leeling  for  the  demons  on  \our  side 
is  m  ratio  to  the  ammint  of  hell  sent  h\  the  eneni\'s 
wliiJi  \ou  ha\e  ta.sted.  .\frer  yrm  ha\e  been  se.-red 
st.tl,   whde  praending  that  \vd  were  not.  b}-  sharing 
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ake 


witli  Mr.  Atkins  an  accurate  liombarilmcnt  oi'  a  trench 
and  arc  cum  Inccd  that  the  next  shell  is  bound  to  get 
you,  youj'.dl  into  the  attitude  of  tlic  army.  Vou  want 
to  p  It  the  demon  on  thj  back  and  say,  "  Nice  old 
demon  !"'  and  watch  h'm  toss  a  sjiell  three  or  four 
miles  into  &r:  Germm  lines  from  the  end  of  his  ficrv 
tongue.  Ip.,!ecd,  iiuthin;;  so  (]uickiy  dc\elops  iiiterc 
iii  the  British  n.ins  a-,  havin::;  the  C;erman  gunne 
too  nukh  perH)i!;d  interest  in  \(iu. 

'I  ou  mast  l!a\e  sone  one  to  sliow  vou  the  way  or 
y(^u  would  not  lind  any  guns.  A  man  with  a  'dog 
train.'d  to  hunt  guns  niiglu  spend  a  week  on  the  gun- 
position  area  covering  ten  miles  r.f  t!:e  iVont  a:id  n  )t 
locate  half  the  guns.  II.  :,:'.:ht  miss  "Grand- 
mother'" and  ■•Sist.T""  and  '•  iktsy  "  and  "Mike" 
and  e\cn  "  .^li  i.r  XrJiih.il  1."  who  is  the  only  one 
will)  iiMcs  not  alr-Lj^'dicr  ir;,-  to  .-.xnid  [mblicity. 

VJun  an  att.:c';  or  an  artillery  bombardment  is  on 
^"^'  \""  ^i"  to  .is  b,;-!,  grourivl  as  possible  for  a  binl's- 
e\e  \iew  ot  b.ittle,  all  \,)U  sre  is  the  explosion  of  tlie 
shells;  rie\er  an\  tiling  of  th.'  gu:is  wWkI:  are  liring. 
In  the  distance  o\er  the  (.erman  lines  and  in  the  fore- 
ground o\er  tlie  British  lines  is  a  ballo...!.  shaped  like 
a  caterpillar  _ui;h  I,, kLd  wings  ~  a  chrNsalis  of  a 
caterj'ill.ir.  Tugging  at  its  moorings,  it'  turns  this 
way  and  that  with  the  breeze.  The  speck  directly 
beneath  it  through  the  glasses  becomes  an  ordinary 
balloon  basket  and  otlur  specks  attached  to  a  guy  rope 
play  the  part  of  the  tad  .if  a  kite,  helping  to  'steady 
the  tvpe  of  balloon  which  has  taken  the  phue  of  the 
old  spherical  t\}ie  for  observation. 

An\  (Tie  who  li.is  Ivui  up  in  a  captive  spherical  bal- 
loon knovvs  hou  ^lifticult  it  is  to  keep  his  glasses 
locusscd  on  an>    ubjecr,   because  of  the   jerkin''  and 


wn 


Tin-  GL  XS 


<f^-i 


d 


pitcr.::-!ff  and  tr.rnLUinj^  uuc  to  Vac  envelope  s  response 

'1  he  new  typ^e  p.irtly  (ner^oines 
shr;ipne!   their  tliin   enxclope   is 


to  air-niovenents. 


tins  draw 


as  vuineraulc  as  a 


baek.      T 
bK 


paper  ilruiii-hciv 


ti)  a  kiiitc ;  but 


I 


ha\e  seen  thcni  remain  up  detiantl\   when  sliells  were 
bursting  within  three  or  four  hundred  variis,   which 


th. 


.?. 


eir  commanclers  seemed  to  understand  was  tlie  hmit 
ot  t!ie  (iirinan  battery's  reacli.  Al'-mh.  I  !ii\c  seen  a 
shrapnel  burst  alongside  witliin  range:  and  li\  c  min  ites 
later  the  balloon  was  down  ?'^^  out  of  sidit.      Nn  bal- 


le  cnemv  s  uuns. 


loon  observer  hopes  to  see  tl 

watching  for  ^la'I-Inirsts.  in  order  to  inform  llie 

of  h.s  side  whetlier  or  ni»t  tliev  are  on  the  target. 


II 


e  IS 


guns 


Riding  along  the  roads  at  the  front, 


one  may  Know 


that  there  is  a  battery  a  stone's  throw  aw.n  onl\  when 
a  blast  from  a  hivldvU  g  ;n-mu//!e  wari-.s  him  of  its 

.■ry 


presci;ce. 


It 


was  wonderful  to  me  tliat  the  arti 


s  own 


general  w!io  took  me  gun-sce;ng  knew  where  hi 
guns  were,  l.t  alone  th.-  cnLtny's.      I  imagir-.c  tint  he 

locate  a  tnurdea  kd  >do\er 


cou 


Id 


retarn  to  a  h 


an. 


that  !:c  hrivl  seen  on  a  pre\  ious  stroll.      Hi 


s  tlogs  o 


f 


war  had  be^ojue   toxe.;  ot   war.   burro'.\i'ig   in  places 


whicii  wise,  oi 


d  fatl 


ler  toxe 


s  k.cw  were  saiest 


f 


rom 


II 


ot  b 


su 


1 


detection.      I  areafter.  I  sh 

a  mu/7le  poking  its  hea.d  our  ol 

der  grandfather's  cliair  or  a  farm  wagon,  or  up  a  tree, 


'.set!  to  see 
fr 


n  o\-e:i,  or  i  ror^i  un- 


ist  plat 


m 


tl 


le  wor 


Id 


tiiere;  th:n.<  oi 


or  m  a  garret,      'riiiiik  of  tl 

for  cmplacing  a  gun  .;nd  onj  ma' 

the  most  likely  ida.ee  and  one  m;\  Iil-  there. 

\o\.x  might  be  walking  across  the  fields  and  minded 
to  go  through  a  hedge  and  bump  into  a  Idack  ring  of 


steel 


ild 


wan   ,1   ^\r.\  s   crew   grmmng  iviiu'id    it 


I 


lev 


woulU  grm  because  you  had  given  jiroot  --A 
their  gun  was  concealed.      But  thev  wouldn't 


new  we 


11 


in  as 


Ni 
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n-n!:h  as  thoy  wnuKi  \{  they  saw  the  cnemv  pl;;nking 
shJIs  into  another  h^\]js  two  humircii  va:-Js  distant, 
where  the  Cieniian  aenijihuT'  ohser\cr  the  u^ht  he  had 
seen  a  hattery  and  had  not. 

"  I'll  show  you  a  hi-,'  one,  tlrst  I  ""  said  the  f^cncral. 

We  lett  the  ear  at  a  lottai^e  an^i  walked  -.ilon^  a 
l.nie.  I  hioked  all  al^out  the  [ireniiscs  and  eould  se 
only  some  artillerv!nv_n.  An  olii^er  led  rne  up  to  n 
^n:n-hi-eeeh:  at  least,  I  know  a  f.,nin-breech  wlien  it  i: 
cnc  to't  l!-(i:n  niv  nose  and  a  soldier  h:'s  reiiio\ed  its 
toxeriiiLT.  iJut  I  shall  not  tell  ti  .w  tliat  ^iiii  was  con- 
cealed: the  method  was  so  audacious  that  it  was  en- 
tirelv  sueeesshd.  'Jdie  fiennans  would  like  to  know 
and  V.  e  don't  wa.nt  tl'er7i  to  know.  A  pencil-point  on 
th.eir  map  fur  identification,  and  they  would  send  a 
whirlwind  of  shells  at  tiuit  ^^un. 

.\r.d  then  ? 

Would  t!ie  f.:un  try  to  fire  back?  Xo.  Its  fr^.m- 
ncrs  pro'.iaMv  would  not  km  w  the  location  of  anv  of 
tlie  (lerman  batteries  whiJi  had  concentrated  on  their 
tre.isure.  d  hey  would  deserr  the  L^un.  If  thev  did 
not.  thev  ou.uht  to  be  court-martialed  for  needlessiy 
nskini^r  the  precious  ]i\es  of  traineil  men.  Fhcy 
would  make  for  the  "  funk  pits,"  just  as  the  gunners 
ot  a.nv  odier  [lower  woidd. 

i  he  cliances  :;re  that  the  pt:n  itself  would  not  lie 
ilit  bodilv  bv  a  shell.  1  raunnents  mit^ht  strike  it  with- 
out causing  more  than  an  abrasion;  for  big  gains  have 
prettv  thick  cuticle.  When  the  storm  was  (uer,  the 
gunners  wnuld  move  the  gun  to  another  hiding-pi  i;e : 
which  wou'd  mean  a  good  deal  of  work  on  account  of 
its  si/e. 

Ir  :s  t!ie  mabilitv  of  m.in  tn  sec  g'.tn,  and  c\"en  w!icn 
seen  to  knock  out  gun,  which  has  put  an  end  to  the  so- 
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cnllcd  artiJcry  dud  of  pirclicd-bnttle  davs.  wlicn  can- 
non wallnpcd  cannon  ro  keep  cannon  from  walKn^ng 
the  mfantrv.      \,,u-  when  tiiere  Is  an  action,  thou-h 
guns  stii!  ;:  )  :.(ter  guns  if  thev  kn-r.v  where  they  aPc 
most  of  th.  Iiring  is  done  against  trenches  and  to  si:p^ 
port  trenches  and  infintr.   uorks.  or  with  a  view  to 
demorahsin.n;  the  iMfantrv.      Concentration  of  vnVc-y 
(ire  udl  demolish  an  enemv's  tr.n.h  and  let  \our  in- 
fantry take  possession  .)f  the  wreekp-e  remaininu':  hut 
then    the    ene;;:; 's    r.rtiHerv   concentrates   on    votir   in- 
iantrv  :md  fre.juently  makes  their  new  hahitatio:,  un- 
tcnahie. 

XoiselessIy_e.:ept  for  a  little  click,  with  chickens 
duckinu^  .n  .a  t,yld  near  hv,  the  hi^r  breech-block  which 
hel.i  ihe  shell  fast,  sendin-  all  the  power  of  the  explo- 
sion out  ot  the_mu//Ie.  wa.  y^u:^^  ha.k  and  one 
looked  thron-h  t.'ie  shinin-  tube  of  ,:r,\.  v,  illi  its  rit'in'- 
which  cau<;ht  the  dri\  in-  band  and  ^ave  the  s|'.  !l  it" 
rotatiori  and  accuracv  in  its  l.n-  iournev,  whij,  would 
close  when,  duscendin-  ;;t  t!ie  end  of  its  parabola  its 
nose  struck  brick  or  earth  or  paw-nent  and  it 'ex- 
ploded. 

Wheels  that  lift  and  depress  and  swin-  t!ie  mu/zle, 
and  gadgets  with  h^t^ures  on  them,  and  other  scaler 
Wiiich  play  between  the  map  ar.d  the  ^r,d.,ts.  an.i 
atmosppcric  pressure  and  wind  variation,  all  worked 
out  w;th  the  same  precision  under  a  French  hcdfre  as 
on  board  a  .  ^ledlip  where  the  -un-m-uintin^  is  fast 
to  massive  ribs  of  steel  —  it  seemed  a  matter  of  bo..';- 
kcepin-  and  tn^onometrv  rather  than  war. 
^^  It  a  she!!  from  this  gun  were  to  liit  at  the  corner  of 
^^  ail  Mreet  ?.nd  Hroadwav  at  the  no-n  hour,  it  would 
probably  kdl  and  wound  a  hundred  men.  If  it  went 
into  the  dugout  of  a  sup]H)rt  tren:  h  it  would  get  even- 
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Ij.juv  llicrt;  but  ii  ii  \'.(.iv  to  )arus  hcNor.vi  the  trench 
ir.to  tiic  open  falJ  it  would  proh.ibly  get  r.ohujv. 

"  Cover  I  "  some  one  exclahncd,  while  we  were  lni.k- 
ing  at  the  gun:  and  everybody  promptly  got  under  the 
branches  of  a  tree  or  a  shecl.  A  Cjenr.an  aeroplane 
was  cruisin':;  in  our  direction.  If  the  aviator  saw  a 
group  of  men  statiding  a!)out,  he  might  draw  conclu- 
sions and  pass  the  wireless  word  to  send  in  some  shells 
at  V.  hatever  number  on  tlie  (iermnn  gunners"  map  was 
ours. 

These  gunners  ](ut\!  th.'r  gun;  lo\  ed  it  for  tlie 
power  which  it  could  put  into  a  blow  under  their 
trained  hands;  loved  it  fi)r  the  care  and  the  labour  it 
had  meant  for  tiicm.  It  is  the  way  of  gunners  to  love 
their  gun.  or  the\  would  not  be  good  gunners.  (  )f  all 
the  guns  I  saw  that  d.iv.  1  think  that  two  big  howit/.crs 
meant  the  most  to  their  masters.  These  had  just  ar- 
ri\'cd.  I  hey  h;'.di  been  set  up  only  two  davs.  'I'hcv 
h.'.cJ  not  \ct  tired  :iLr.:inst  tli.;  eni-mw  1  or  jniniy 
months  the  gunners  h:\d  ch-illed  in  IJigland,  and  had 
tried  rlieir  "  eigfu-ineh  lions  "  our  on  the  target  range, 
and  liroughr  them  across  the  Chinnel.  and  nursed 
the-ii  al'^nir  t!ie  Irciicli  ro.ids.  and  t;n.:!lv  set  tlieni  up 
in  their  iiidde!i  hdr.  Now  they  waited  hir  ohser\ers 
to  assist  thorn  in  registration. 

\\  hen  tile  gencr:d  approached  tlierc  was  a  call  to 
turn  (iiir  the  guard;  I-ur  he  st.ipp^.^j  that.  A.t  vhe  front 
there  is  an  end  ol  tlie  ceremoniousne>s  of  the  barracks. 
Militarv  formalitv  disapju-ars.  Discipline,  as  well  as 
other  tilings,  is  simpler  and  more  real.  ihe  men 
went  on  \\;th  their  recess,  plaving  font'ni'!  in  a  nenrbv 

fiLld. 

1  lie  officers  jiossilily  were  a  triile  di Indent  and  un- 
certain; they  had  not  yet  tlic  \eter;ins'  manner.      It 
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was  dear  that  thoy  had  done  everything  required  bv 
the  text-book  of  theory  —  the  latest,  up-to-date  text- 
book of  experience  at  t!ie  frjiit  as  taught  in  Tngland. 
\Vhen  they  showed  us  how  they  had  stored  their  stock 
of  bhclls  to  be  safe  from  a  shot  by  the  cncmv,  one  rc- 
ni'.rkcd  that  the  method  was  according  to  the  latest 
:  -ns.  tliough  there  was  some  dittercnce  amcng 
...■.:-  ry  experts  on  the-  subject.  When  there  is  a  dlf- 
Jercnce,  wliat  is  the  beginner  to  do?  An  old  hand. 
of  course,  docs  it  his  way  until  an  order  makes  hi;n  Jm 
otherwise. 

^  I  he  general  hnd  a  suggestion  about  the  application 
of  the  method.  I  le  had  little  to  sav,  the  general,  and 
It  all  was  in  the  spirit  of  comradeship  and  much  to  the 
i'f'jnt.  Few  things  tscapjtl  his  observation.  ltsec:i:i 
Kurly  true  that  one  who  knows  any  branch  of  human 
endeavour  well  makes  his  work  appear  casv.  Once  a 
gunner  always  a  gunner  is  characteristic  of  all  armies. 
ihe  general  had  spent  his  life  with  guns.  I  K  ^^  a ,  .1 
specialist  visiting  his  plant;  one  of  the  stati  bp.LialivtH 
responsible  to  a  corps  commander  for  the  work  of  tlie 
guns  on  a  certain  uectinn  of  ir.ap.  for  accuracy  and 
promptness  of  iirc  uh.n  it  v.as  nc<:d^d  In  the' ci;-.- 
m.ander's  plans. 

If  the  newcomers  put  their  shells  into  the  target  or. 
their  first  trial  thev  luid  qualified ;  and  sometimes  new- 
comers  shoot  quite  as  well  as  veterans,  which  is  a 
prise  to  both  and  the  best  kind  of  news  for  the 
eral  who  is  in  charge  of  an  expanding  plant.     '. 
guns  are  just  beginning  to  come;  I^ingland  is  onlv  be- 
ginning to  make  war.      It  takes  time  to  make  a  gun 
and  time  to  train  men  to  lire  it.      The  war  will  he  won 
by  gunners  ami  infantrv  that  knew  nothing  of  guns  or 
drdl  when  tlir  war  began. 
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''  I  Icrc  arc  snnic  who  have  been  in  I-"rancc  I'rnni  the 
first,"  saij  the  ficncral,  when  uc  came  to  a  battery  of 
field-guns;  of  the  ci;];hteen-pnun(.lers,  the  fellows  \ou 
sec  behind  the  gallf^pins  horses,  the  hell-for-leather 
Runs,  the  guns  which  bring  the  gleam  of  affection  into 
the  eyes  of  men  who  think  of  pursuits  ami  covering 
retreats  and  the  pit.hcd-battlc  conditions,  before 
armies  settled  down  in  trenches  and  gro'.vled  and 
hissed  at  ca-.h  other  day  after  day  and  brought  i;p 
guns  of  calibres  which  we  associate  with  battleships 
and  coast  fortihcations. 

These  are  called  "  light  stuff  "  and  "  wliiz-bangs" 
now,  in  army  parlance.  They  throw  an  eighttcn- 
pounil  shell  which  carries  three  hundred  bullets,  and 
so  fast  thrt  one  chases  another  through  the  air. 
There  has  been  so  much  talU  about  the  need  of  heavy 
guns  that  you  might  think  eighteen-poundcrs  were  too 
small  for  consideration.  Were  the  German  line  bro- 
ken, these  arc  the  ones  which  could  follow  as  rapidly 
as  ine  engineers  couKl  liy  hrid-.s  for  them  to  cross. 

They  are  the  boys  w.ho  weive  the  "  cirtain  of  tire  " 
which^  you  rend  about  in  the  French  o'Tieial  bulLtins  as 
checking  an  infantrv  charge;  which  demolish  the 
barbed-wire  entanglements  to  let  an  inf -.titry  charge 
get  into  a  trench.  If  a  genc'-;d  wants  a  shower  of  bul- 
lets over  any  part  of  the  German  line  he  has  onlv  to 
call  up  the  eighteen-pounders  and  it  is  sent  as  promptly 
as  the  pressure  of  a  button  brings  a  pitcher  of  iced 
water  to  a  room  in  a  first-class  hotel.  A  veteran  eight- 
ccn-pounder  crew  in  action  is  a  poem  in  precision  and 
speed  of  movement  The  gun  itself  seems  to  possess 
Intelligence. 

liiere  was  the  finesse  of  gunners'  craft,  worthy  of 
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veterans,  m  tJK-  way  that  these  cightccn-poimders  were 
cona-aLd.      1  he  (jcrrnans  had  put  suiiic  shells  in  the 
nci^'hbourhood,   but  without   fooHnj,'  tiic  old   hands. 
They  did  not  change  the  location  of  their  battery,  and 
their  jud,7.Ticnt  that  the  shots  which  came  near  were 
chance   shots   fired   at   another    obj.ct   was   justiiird. 
Particiilarly  I  shoulii  like  to  mention  their  "  I'unk  iMts," 
which  kept  them  safe  from  the  heaviest  shells.     I- or 
the  veterans  knew  how  to  take  care  of  themselves; 
they  had  an  eye  to  the  protection  whiJi  roincs  of  ex- 
perience with  German  hi-h  explosives,     'iheir  expert 
knowledge  of  ;;11  t!i.-  ins  and  nut.  of  the  !r  business  l:ad 
been  fought  into  them  for  ele\  en  months. 
_    -Another  field  battery,  also,  I  have  in  mlnJ,  placed 
m  an  orchard.     Which  orchard  of  all  t.'ie  thousands  of 
orchards  al.n-  tb.-  Hrin.h  tm-M  the  (.crman  Start  may 
guess,  if  they  choose.      I  f  (  ,,::•■,  ,„  guns  lired  ,:t  ..!!  the 
orchards,  one  by  one,  tliey  might  locate  it  —  and  then 
agam  they  might  not.     Hcsides,  this  is  a  pe.Jiar  snrt 
of  orchard. 

It  is  a  characteristic  of  gimners  to  be  neat  :\nd  to 
have  an  eye  lor  the  comeliness  of  things,  'i  hose  men 
had  a  lawn  and  a  garden  and  tables 'and  chairs.  If 
you  are  familiar  with  tiic  tidiness  of  a  retired  New 
I-nglnnd  sailor,  who  regards  his  porch  as  a  .juarter- 
deck  and  sallies  forth  to  remove  eacli  descending 
rait-amn  leaf  from  the  grass,  then  vou  know  hou-  scru- 
pulous they  were  abiUit  litter. 

For  weeks  they  h.nl  been  in  the  same  position,  un- 
seen by  German  aeroplanes,  "ihev  had  dailv  baths- 
thev  did  their  week's  washii.g,  taking  care  notto  hang 
It  where  it  would  b,-  visible  from  tlie  skv.  I-ivcry 
day  they   recei\ed   London   papers   and   letters    from 
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li.Miii..  When  (licy  were  ncoJcJ  t-*  i.^  [  ...  .,  ..i->...i; 
war,  all  tluy  li.ul  to  do  was  to  slip  a  shell  in  the  hrcci-h 
and  scnj  it  with  their  comj^limetits  to  the  (icnnans. 
They  were  caini'inij  out  at  I  lis  Majesty's  expense  in 
th'j  pleasant  land  of  Irance  in  the  joyous  siimnicr 
time;  and  on  the  roof  of  sf)ds  o\er  their  piins  \^ere 
pots  of  noucr^,  unilistiirhcd  by  blasts  from  the  giin- 
nui//!cs. 

It  was  when  lea\in;4  ancjther  batterv  that,  out  of  tlu 
tail  of  niv  eye,  1  cau;^iit  a  lurid  Hash,  through  a  hedge, 
foiloweil  1>\  tiic  sharp,  ear-piercinj^  crack  that  comes 
from  bei;i;,'  in  line  with  a  gun-mt;//le  when  a  shot  is 
tired.  We  followed  a  path  which  took  us  to  the  rear 
of  the  rejiort.  where,  through  und.erjjrowtli,  we 
stepped  amonjT  tlic  busy  groups  around  the  breeelies  of 
some  guns  of  one  of  tlie  larger  calibres. 

An  (ink-r  for  some  "  heavy  stuff  "*  at  a  certain  point 
111  ili^-  iii.ip  uas  being  tdlevl.  Sturiiv  men  were  mo\ing 
in  a  pantomime  under  the  bhadc  of  a  willow  tree,  each 
doing  exactly  his  part  in  a  process  that  seemed  as 
simjde  as  opening  a  cupboard  door,  slipping  in  a  pack- 
age ol  concentratetl  destruction,  and  closing  the  door 
aga'n.  Al!  tli.'.t  detail  of  rangc-tinding  and  mathe- 
matical adju%tmcnt  of  aim  at  the  unseen  target  which 
takes  so  long  to  explain  was  applied  as  automatically 
as  an  adding-machine  adds  up  a  coluinn  of  figures. 
l-'.verybody  was  as  practice-perfect  in  his  part  as  per- 
formers who  have  made  hundreds  ot  appearances  in 
the  same  act  on  the  stage. 

All  readw  the  word  given,  a  crark.  anvl  through  the 
air  in  1i\mu  \  ou  saw  a  wingless,  black  object  rising  in 
a  curve  against  the  soft  blue  skv,  which  it  seemed  «"o 
sweep  w  ith  a  sound  something  like  the  escape  nt  water 
through  a  break  in  the  g.irdcn  huse.   multiplied  by 
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-ising  to  its  zenith  and  then  tlcsccnding  till  it 
{ .:^5wJ  out  of  sij^ht  behind  a  green  b.^nk  ot'  t.)h.!i;e  on 
the  hnri/cjn. 

After  the  scream  hnj  been  lost  to  the  ear  ymj  hcnnl 
the  f;iint,  thuJclinfr  boom  of  an  explosion  frt)m  the 
biirit  of  that  conical  piece  of  steel  which  you  had  seen 
i.Ii,  peJ  into  the  breech.  This  was  the  gunners'  part 
in  chess-board  war,  where  the  moves  are  made  over 
signal  wires,  wiiiie  the  infantry  cntiure  the  explosions 
'.n  their  trenches  and  iiyht  in  their  charges  in  tfie 
traverses  of  the  trenihes  at  as  close  quarters  as  in  the 
days  of  the  cave-dwellers. 

There  was  no  stopping  work  wivjn  the  general  came, 
of  course.  It  would  lia\e  been  the  same  h.ii  l.urd 
Kitchener  been  present,  'i'he  battery  commander  ex- 
pressed his  regret  that  he  could  not  show  n:e  his  guns 
without  any  sense  at  irony:  nuan'n;^^  ih.at  he  was  sorrv 
lie  was  too  busy  to  tell  me  more  about  his  batterv.  In 
about  the  time  that  it  took  a  tclegra{)h  key  to  elivk 
after  each  one  of  those  distant  bursts  he  krR'W 
whether  or  not  tb.e  sliot  was  on  the  t."-,;ct  and  w.'iit 
variation  of  degree  to  make  in  tlu-  next  :l'  it  were  nnt; 
or  ii  the  word  came  to  v.hit't  tlic  p(jint  of  aim  a  little, 
when  \ou  are  trying  to  shake  the  cnetnv  up  here  and 
there  along  a  certain  length  of  trenJi. 

At  another  ui re-end  some  one  was  spotting  f!ie 
b.irsts.  Perliai's  he  was  in  the  kind  of  place  where  I 
once  tound  an  observer,  who  was  sitting  upon  a  eusliinn 
looking  out  through  a  chink  broken  in  a  uall.  w;th  a 
signal  corps  operator  near  by.  It  was  a  small  chink, 
just  large  enough  to  allow  the  lens  of  a  pair  of  glasses 
or  a  telescope  a  range  of  vision;  :  nd  even  then  I  was 
given  certain  warnings  before  tiie  c:.ver  o\er  t!.e 
chink  was  removed,  tliough  there  cuuld  not  h.i\  e  been 
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any  Gcriran  in  uiiifdrm  n-jarcr  th;in  four  tliousand 
yar...-,.  But  tlicrc  iikin  be  spies  \\ilhin  your  f)\vn  lines, 
lookinj;;  for  such  IkjIcs. 

I'roni  tliis  post  1  oul.l  make  o-it:  the  Ci-rmr.n  ::nJ 
the  British  trLiiJies  in  mudJv  white  lines  of  siiiJ- 
hags  runnir^L!:  snake-like  across  the  fields,  and  tlie  o;;icer 
identiiied  po.iiUs  on  the  niaji  to  ine.  \\ir:\  tree  and 
nedj^e  and  tiirJi  in  the  p.inorajii;'  \vei-e  Lzra\en  (U\  h.is 
mind;  all  had  lan^ai  i-e  lor  him.  I  lis  work  was  en- 
grossinf^r.  Ir  had  risk,  too;  there  was  no  telling  v.hen 
a  shell  miudir  ht't  hin;  o!i  the  cushion  and  prox'idc  a 
hole  tor  his  remains.  It'  he  were  slielled.  the  oIiscr\-er 
would  Lro  t,-  a  funk  jiit.  as  the  pmners  do,  until  the 
storm  had  passed:  and  then  he  would  m"\  e  .)n  with  his 
cushion  and  his  teka^raph  instrument  and  ma!^e  a  hole 
in  ar.;it!ier  wail,  it'  he  d\A  not  find  a  tree  or  some  other 
eminence  which  suited  his  ta^te  hetter.  Meanwhile, 
he  was  not  the  only  observer  in  that  section.  'Idure 
wcvc  others  nearer  th.e  trenches,  perhaps  actually  in  the 
tr- nches.  1  he  two  anr.ies,  seeir.mLr  chaiiied  to  their 
trenches,  are  set  witli  veiled  eyes  at  the  end  ol'  wires; 
veiled  c\cs  tryin;^  to  locate  the  other's  eves,  the  other's 
guns  a.nd  tn^ops.  and  tl:e  least  n:o\-ement  which  indi- 
cates any  attempt  to  ij;ain  an  advanta;%-. 

"  C.unnery  is  navi,i;ation,  dead  reckoning,  w;:h  the 
spotting  observer  the  sun  by  which  you  correct  \  our 
reckoning,"  s.iid  one  of  the  artillerv  oiacers. 

Tiring  enough  one  had  seen  —  landscape  bathed  in 
snioKe  and  dust  and  re\-er!ierating  with  explosions;  but 
all  as  a  spectacle  from  the  orchestra  seat,  n.i't  too  cb.se 
at  hand  lor  comfort.  This  time  I  was  to  see  the  crwns 
fire  .i::d  the.n  I  w.is  to  see  the  rcriiUs  of'  rhe  firing  in  de- 
tail. Both  can  rarelv  be  seen  a^  t!ie  same  time.  It 
was  not  show  firing,  this  that  we  watJied  from  an  ob- 
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serving  stiitlon,  tjt  part  of  the  dav\  \yovl  tV.r  the  -.-ns 
2ncl  the  genera!,  lirst.  the  man;  "  here  :;:k1  th.rj  " 
as  an  otHcer's  linger  pointed:  and  t!-.en  <,ne  lo.  ';Jd 
across  the  fields,  green  and  broun  and  golden  v.'th 


summer  crops. 


Item    I.       I  he  C'ermans  were   fortifving  a   cert.iin 
prunt  on  a  certain  farm.      Wc  were  gomg  to  put  soriie 
_   heavy  stuff       in  th   re  and  some  "  h>jlit  sfi!;."  too 
I  he  hurst  of  our  shell,  could  he  K;eated  in  relition  to  a 
ccrt.mi  tree. 

Item  II.  Our  phines  thought  tliat  the  Germans  had 
a  \vire!c.>s  station  in  a  certain  huiKhng.  "IIe.:\v 
stuff  "  exchi.siwiy  for  this. 

Xo  enemy's  wireless  station  ougl;t  to  be  eirovin/ 
serene  summer  weather  without  interruption;  and  nH 
German  working  party  ought  to  be  allowed  to  buHd 
redoubts  within  range  of  ,nir  guns  witliout  a  break 
Ml  the  monotony  of  tlieir  drudgerv. 
_  Six  lydvlites  were  the  order  for  tlie  wireless  station- 
SIX  high  explosives  whieli  biirst  on  contact  and  make 
a  hole  m  the  earth  large  enougli  for  a  -rave  for  tl;- 
Kaiser  and  all  his  lield  mar^hals.  1-rajuentIv.  not 
only  the  number  of  shells  to  be  tired,  b.t  aKo  the  in- 
tervals between  them  is  given  bv  the  artillerv  com- 
mandeT.  as  a  part  ol  his  plan  in  his  understandinL-  of 


the  obiect  t( 


accomplished;  and 


it  Is  ijLute  clear 


that  the  system  is  the  same  with  th.e  (.erm.Ins. 

One  side  no  sooner  develop,  an  idea  than  the  other 
adopts  It.  l]y  the  eheet  of  the  enemv's  shells  vou 
judgcwhat  the  elrect  of  vours  must  be.'  Months  of 
experience  ha\e  done  away  with  all  theorv  and  prac- 
tice has  become  much  the  same  wiih  either  adversarv 
1-or  example.  Lt  a  German  or  a  British  airman  be 
^^:ngcd  oy  anti-aircrait  gun-iire  and  the  euemv's  guns 


zra 


\' 
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...ta.illy  liiosi^-n  up  on  t!;c  point  (ner  liis  o\\:\  lines, 
il"  lie  rcL!;ains  thcin,  u'ltrc  iic  is  seen  to  fall.  All  the 
SfAh.r>  in  the  nei^hb(nirh(H)d  arc  expected  to  run  to 
his  assistance;  and.  at  any  rate,  you  mav  kill  a  trained 
aviator,  whobe  hie  is  a  \  aluahlc  asset  on  one  side  of 
the  Jed-er  and  ^\ho^e  death  an  asset  on  the  other. 
i  lierc  is  no  sentiment  left  in  uar,  you  see.  It 
killinir  ap.d  avoi(lin.<,r  hcin^  killed. 

By  tlie  scream  of  a  shJl  t!ie  practised  car  <>i  t!ie 
artillervman  can  tell  whether  It  come,  from  a  [,'i.n 
with  a  ;.mv  trajectory  or  froni  a  howit/er.  who^e  [^ro- 
jectile  rises  hl-!ier  .md  falls  at  a  ^h;ir[1el•  angle  wliiJi 
enables  it  to  enter  the  trenches;  and  he  can  e\  en  tJd 
appro\I;nately  the  calibre. 

A  screa:n  swetpin.^;  [■a.-.t  from  our  rear,  and  we  knew 
that  tliis  was  for  t!ie  redoubt,  as  that  uas  to  ha\e  the 
firot  turn.  A  \olume  of  dust  and  smoke  breaking 
Irom  the  eartli  short  of  tiie  redoulu;  a  second's  lielav 
ol  h^earini^r  tb.c  en,i;ine  wh'stle  after  the  burst  of  steam 
in  t';e  d.stan.e  .mi  a  winter  day,  and  tlun  tb.e  so^in  1 
(»f  tlie  burst.  'I'he  next  uas  over.  W'irji  the  tliird 
tile  "  hea\y  stuft  "  ()uu:ht  to  be  right  on. 

But  d:;n"t  lorget  tiiat  tliere  was  also  an  order  for 
some  '•  light  stun."'  identified  as  slirapnel  by  its  soft, 
nimbus-like  [valt  whicli  was  scattering  bullets' as  if  gix'- 
mg  chase  to  Jiat  working  parte  as  it  hastened  to  .o'.  er. 
i  iiere  \ou  iiad  the  ugly  method  of  this  modern  ai'ti!- 
lery  t;re:  deat'i  shot  downw.ird  from  t!ie  :;ir  and  leap- 
ing i.p  out  of  the  eartli.  L'nhappily,  the  third  was 
not  (  n.  nor  tlie  fourth  —  not  exactly  on.  JAa.tlv  on 
IS  the  way  the  iJritish  gunners  like  to  till  an  or^ier 
t.o.b.,  express  charges  prepaid,  for  the  (icrmans. 

I  .il  years  ago  it  would  have  seemed  good  shooting. 
It  was  nut  \ery  good  in  the  twelfth  month  of  the  war; 
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fiT  u-ar  beat^  the  tars^ct  ran-c  in  dcvcloplni;  acairacy. 
At  h\L-  or  six  or  seven  or  eiu'u  thnusanj  var.i.'  ran.^c 
the  bhells  were  b-irstino;  thirty  or  forty  varJs  a-.\.iy 
from  wliere  thev  should. 

^Xm.  p., It  very  .iiwoii:  the  [i;ener.;l  iTuirniureJ  as  inuJi. 
I  :.'  w.vi  not  need  to  say  so  aloud  to  t!ie  artillery  off- 
ar  responsible  for  the  shootinJ,^  win.  was  in  toj.h 
wiih  his  batteries  bv  wire.  The  o!:icer  kiKw  it.  I  le 
was  the  hitrh-struni^,  ambitious  sort.  Y^yJ  h-.i  better 
not  !;ccome  a  ;j;unner  unless  vou  are.  Anv  ^ood- 
cnough  temperament  is  ruled  off  wasting  munitions. 
Red  was  crecpin^r  thr(ju;.di  the  tan  Ir^Ku  his  throat  to 
the  roots  of  his  hair.  To  U.iv-  dii^  happen  in  the 
presenee  of  tii,:t  .juiet-ni.mnered  general,  after  all  his 
ehorts  to  r^med\  the  error  in  tr!i)se  ^uns! 

But  the  j.;eneral  was  (juite  human.  lie  was  not  the 
''straf-n-"  kind. 

"  I  l.r-.ow  those  -uns  have  an  ermr!  "  jic  said,  as  he 
put  his  hand  on  the  o)]i^er"s  arm.  T.'iat  was  all;  but 
that  was  a  ^^ood  deal  to  the  otiiccr.  I'^id^ntlv'  the 
i'-!^.cral  not  ()nlv  knew  iruns;  he  knew  men.  'Ihe  oj]":- 
>.r  ha.d  suffered  admonit'on  enough  from  his  own  in- 
jured pi'ide. 

Besides,  what  we  did  to  the  supposed  wireless  sta- 

ti'n    oii-ht  ^to    krep    any   lieneral    from    beiti;;    down- 

liearted.  ^    Neither  jjuns.   nor  l!ie  powder  v/hieli   sen*- 

the  Ivir  shells  on  their  Lvr.md.  m  r  tlie  ealculations  of 

the  t,n,nner,  nor  the  adjustnien    ot   tiie  gad<.rets,  liaJ 

any  error.      With  the  first  shot,  a  irreat  burst  of  the 

bla.k  smoke  of  deadly  luldite  rose  from  the  target. 

i\i,uht  on  : 

And  a.qain  and  aj^ain  —  ritrht  on  I 

'I  he  u^ly,  spreadinjr,  '   w-'han^in-.  dense  cloud  was 

rcne>ved  trom  its  heart  by  successive  bursts  in  the  same 


I 


2?o    MV  VF.\R  OF  TUF.  GREAT  WAR 


{  lai.1.-.  Il  the  acr()[-)lanc's  conclusions  were  r!plu,  thnt 
wireless  stati(jn  must  be  verv  riiuch  v.irelcDS,  now. 
The  only  safe  liiscouiu  lor  the  life  Insurance  of  t':.- 
operators  uas  one  h'.milr.J  ;  cr  cent. 

"Here,  they  are  lirin^j  more  than  six!"  said  the 
general.  "  It'^;  always  hard  to  hold  -gunners  down 
when  they  are  on  the  taru;et  like  that." 

Hespoke  as  if  it  wijuld  h:!\  e  been  difficult  for  him 

to  resist  the  temptation  hI:;;sJf.       Il^'  Germans  j^ot 

two  extra  tnv  full  measure.      IVrii  ip>  those  two  were 

waste:  perli:ii^s  the  !irst  two  had  Iv.-i  enoui^h.      Con- 

seryation  ol  'diells  has  be:o:i-,e  a  tirst  principle  of  the 

a'-tilleristh'  duty,      'i  he  number  thxd  by  cither  side  in 

tile   course   of   tiic    routine    of   an    a\era;,a'   so-called 

peaceful  day  is  surprisiuL:.      Fconomy  would  be  easier 

if  it  wore  harder  to  slip  a  shell  i:Uo  a  Lnm-breec!i.      Tlie 

men   in    the   trendies    are   ;ilwavs   calling   for   shells. 

i  liey  want  a  tree  or  a  house  which  is  th.e  hiding-place 

ot    a    sniper   knocked   liov.ii.      ']  he   men    at    the   guns 

would  be  gl-id  to  a..o:nmnw'a!e  t'lem.  but  the  say  as 

to  tliat  is  with  commanders  who  know  the  situation. 

1  !:e  Ihhiirs  will  be  coming  back  at  us  soon,  you 

will  >cel   '  said  one  ol  tlie  oflicers  at  our  observation 

"''"'■ ' •     '■       'iheotlurdav  they  cho. 

:"  target  " —  which  was  .. 

-   ,  an  oinimi'^t 

thou.irht. 

fa  either  side  start  a  Ivvi'b.irdment  and  the  other 
resiMinds.  ^  There  is  a  youdiit-me-and-l'll-hit-you  char- 
acter to  siege  warfare.  Gun-tire  provokes' gr-  ■- ■. 
Neither  adversary  stays  quiet  under  a  blow.  J.  , 
not  long  beforewe  heard  the  whish  of  German  shells 
pat^MMg  some  distance  away. 

'I'hey  say  the  sport  is  out  of  war.      Perhaps,  but 


{-■ost.      ■"   !  ^'.ey  a!wa\s  do. 

this  particular  spot  for 

good  reason  wh>  they  wo.i'd  n-.i  th.is  time 


wnii  nil.  (,L  \s 
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not  Its  cnrh-alling  anJ  linrrihlc  fascination.  Knov.-in- 
what  the  tarjrct  is,  knuuinjr  the  object  at  the  lire,  hear- 
ing the  scream  vi  the  projectile  on  the  wav  ar.d  uatJi- 
inrr  to  sec  If  it  is  to  be  a  hit,  v.  hen  the  British  are 
j!ghrin<;  the  Germans  on  the  soil  ni  Irance,  has  an 
intensive  thrill  v.liich  is  niissinu;  to  the  spectator  who 
looks  on  at  the  U.jine  Sports'  Club  sh-'otin-  at  cl:-y 
pi;,jeons  —  which  is  not  '.  justi!icat!(m  «i  war.  Ir 
does  explain,  however,  t  .e  attraction  of  ;ninnery  to 
i:imncr>.  One  for{>;ets  for  t!ie  instant  that  men'  are 
bemj,'  killed  and  matifrlcd.  I  le  thinks  onlv  of  t^oints 
bcimr  scored  in  a  contest  whirh  rci'i^res  all  the  wit 
and  strcngth_a'>i  fortitude  of  man  and  all  his  cunning 
m  the  manuhuture  and  control  ,,{  material. 

You  want  yo-ar  side  to  v.  in:  in  tliis  case,  because  it 
IS  the  side  of  hLiinanitv  and  of  that  quiet,  kindly  gen- 
eral and  the  things  that  he  in  J  the  army  he  represents 
-jand  for.  The  blows  which  the  demons  from  tiie 
..r:tish  lairs  strike  are  to  vou  the  blows  of  justice- 
md  vou  are  glad  ^^hen  tli,  ■/  go  home.  Thev  are 
}  "-ir  blows.  \  ou  h;a  e  a  h.t:.  r  reason  for  keeping  an 
army  s  artillery  secrets  than  f  )r  keeping  secret'  the 
;:-nals  of  your  \'arsity  football  team,  uhlch  anv  one 
instinctly  keeps  —  the  reason  of  a  world  cause. ' 

"i  et  another  thing  to  sec  —  an  aeroplane  assisting  a 
battery  by  spotting  the  fall  of  its  shells,  which  is  en- 
grossing, too.  and  amazingly  simple.  Of  course,  this 
battery  was  proud  of  its  method  of  concealment. 
_  :c  1  buttery  commander  will  tcl!  you  that  one  of  the 
Hr:t.sh  planes  has  I'own  \ery  low.  as  a  test,  without 
ivmg  able  to  locate  his  battery.  If  the  plane  does 
l'-:;te  It,  there  is  more  work  due  in  "make-up"  to 
•m]i!ctc  the  disguise.  Competition  among  batteries 
IS  as  keen  ai  an:ung  battleships  of  tiie  Nwrth  Atlantic. 
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Situation  fax  uurcd  this  battery,  wiiich  uas  Cana- 
dian. It  UPS  as  nicely  at  hunic  as  a  lirst-cla^.,  AJiron- 
daclv  ramj).  At  any  n'te,  no  (Jthcr  'lattcry  had  a  du;^- 
"^•t  '"■'"  :i  !::-■:■  of  ci'^lit  pup-.,  with  clean  straw  for 
tl'.eir  bed,  r:;^r;it  betueen  two  yun-eni[ilacenie:its. 

"  \\  e  found  flic  tiiother  wild  out  there  in  the 
woods,"  v_;ne  oi  the  men  explained.  "  She.  too,  w:'.s 
a  v:,frn  of  w.:r;  a  refa-ee  from  some  h^mie  destroyed 
by  shell-;irc.  .At  lirst  bhe  wouldn't  let  us  approach 
her  rrul  we  tos^eii  lier  pieces  of  tr.eat  from  a  safe 
d.staiue.  I  tlii:)!;  those  pups  will  briii;^'  us  Kick. 
We  II  t.d;e  thvm  ah-n.:;  to  the  Rhine.  Some  mascots, 
eh?" 

(h\  our  wa\  ba.k  to  the  ,:j;enerars  head.juarters 
we  mu:,t  lia\e  p,;-ed  otlier  Itatteries  iiidden  from 
s;^hi  onlv  a  stone's  tlirovv  away;  a;id  yet  in  an  ilKis- 
trated  paper  recLiitly  1  saw  a  drawi:i_,r  of  some  f^uns 
emplaced  (.n  the  cre^r  of  a  bare  iiill.  naked  to  alj  the 
batterie..  of  the  e-.emy  but  cn;,'a^ed  in  destroying;  all 
tiJe  enen.\'s  batteries,  accordin:^^  to  the  acetjunt. 
1-deven  moritli^  of  war  have  not  sliaken  conventional 
idei'.s  about  guiinery;  whicli  is  one  reason  for  writing 
this  cha;.)ter. 

Ahn,  on  our  way  back  we  learned  the  object  of 
the  (lerman  lire  in  answer  to  our  bombardment  of 
the  r.dwulu  and  the  wireless  station,  'idiey  had 
slielled  a  cross-roatis  and  a  certain  x'illai^e  a;.rain.  As 
we  p.issed  throu-h  the  vilhire  we  lu.tic'd  a'new  hole 
in  tb.e  chureh  tower  and  tiir^.  holes  In  tlie  churcli'.arti, 
which  iiad  scattered!  clods  of  earth  about  the  pave- 
ment. .\  shopkeeper  across  the  street  was  engaged 
in  repalrlnLi  a  window-frame  that  had  been  broken 
b)-  a  sIuH-fragnient. 

I'liere  is  no  llustering  the  French  population.      That 
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vcrv  day  I  licarJ  of  an  oKl  pcasmt,  who  ask..\l  a 
British  soldier  il'  he  could  not  pet  pcrrni-soM  tor  the 
old  man  to  wear  sonic  kind  of  an  arnihand  which 
both  sides  wouKi  re'-pect.  so  that  he  coul 
ll'.-l  i    of    wheat    bet 


ueen    tlie    tre.'ivh.'S. 


\\h 


cut   his 
V    nit? 


Wasn't  it  his  wlieat?      Didn't  h;e  nv^A  tlie  eroM? 

I  he  fJcrnians  fire  into  villages  and  ti)wn^:  f,T  the 
v.onien  and  children  tiiei-c  are  t!ie  women  and  chiKlren 
"f  the  enemy.  But  those  in  the  German  lines  helons^ 
:()  the  ally  of  lineland.  Besides,  thev  are  u-mu'ii 
■md  children.  So  British  !j;unners  avoid  the  t^wns  — 
which  is,  in  one  sense,   a  professional  handicap. 
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The  auii-acroplane  k""  — Truj.s  „:  Hir  tr.uU- —  |  he  vaKMbond  of  the 
army  liiies  — liilore  tlie  days  of  Archibald  —  I'ie  f,jr  the  Taiibe 
— ••iivv.i;;;ore<.t"  of  the  gun  tribe  — Sport  of  war  — Putfs  in  the 
blue— DiCi.uhy  of  acruia.y  — "  ScndinR  the  pryiiiK  ac.ial  eye 
home" — Tlie  business  of  planes. 

riiLki;  IS  andthcr  kind  of  ^un.  vagrant  and  free  lance, 
wjiich  licscrvcs  a  chapter  by  itself.  It  has  the  same- 
bark  as  the  ciyhtccn-poundcr  Held  piece;  the  llif^ht  of 
the  ?!;e!!  riiakes  the  same  kind  of  sound.  liut  its 
screaiTi,  instead  of  passinj^  in  a  l.n-  parabola  toward 
tlic  (lernian  lines,  goes  u;i  in  tl..'  heavens  toward 
somethinir  as  large  as  your  liand  ayainst  the  light 
blue  ol   the  isiimmer  skv  —  a  (icrman  aeroplane. 

At  a  heioht  of  seven  >.r  eight  thousand  feet  the 
target  seems  almost  stationary,  when  really  it  is  going 
somewhere  between  t;!t\  and  ninety  miles  an  hour,  h 
has  all  the  heavens  to  itsdf.  and  to  the  British  it  is  a 
sinister,  prying  eye  that  wants  to  see  if  we  are  build- 


if   we   are 


niMxliw   -lodi^s  of 


.ins]-nrt   in   sonic   new  direction,   and 


mg  anv  nev.-  trendies,   i 

troops  C)|-  (if 

where  our  batteries  are  in  hiding.      '1  liar  a\  iator  'Iiree 

miles  above  the  earth  has  many  waiting  guns  at  his 

command.     A  few  signals  from' his  wireless  and  they 

wo  .11  kt  l.Ki^c  on  the  target  he  indicateil. 

If  the  planes  might  lly  as  low  as  they  pleased,  they 
would  know  all  that  v.-as  going  on  in  an  enemy's  lines. 
1  iiey  must  keep  up  so  high  that  through  the  aviator's 
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plasscs  a  man  on  the  road  is  the  si/e  of  a  [)in-!icaii. 
io  descend  low  is  as  certain  death  as  to  pi;t  your 
head  over  the  parapet  of  1  trench  uiun  the  enemy's 
trench  is  only  a  lumdred  yards  a'.vay.  There  are  dead 
lines  in  tlie  air,  no  less  than  on  tt)e        ;ii. 

Archibald,  the  anti-aircrait  gun,  seo  the  dead  In--. 
lie  watches  over  it  as  a  cat  watches  a  mouse.  1  lie 
trick  of  sneakin^r  up  under  cover  of  a  noon-da v  clojd 
and  all  the  other  man-Sird  tricks  he  knows.  A  couple 
of  seconds  after  that  crack  a  tinv  puff  of  smoke  breaks 
about  a  hunilred  yards  behind  the  Taube.  A  soft 
thistlcblow  against  the  blue  it  seems  at  that  altitude: 
hut  it  wouldn't  if  Ir  v.ere  about  your  ears.  Then  it 
would  sound  like  a  bit  of  .lynamite  on  an  anvil  struck 
bv  a  hammer  and  you  would  hear  the  whiz  of  scores 
of  bullets  and  frat^iients. 

The  smoking  brass  shell-case  is  out  of  Archibald's 
steel  throat  and  another  shell-casc  with  its  charge 
slipped  into  place  and  started  on  its  way  before  the 
first  putt  breaks.  1  he  aviator  knows  what  is  comin;:. 
lie  knows  iliar  one  nieans  m::ny,  once  he  is  in  ran:.'e. 

Archibald  rushes  the  fii^htinjr;  it  is  tiie  bu  -icssof 
the  Taube  to  sivlestep.  'Ihe  aviator  cannot  hit  back 
except  through   his   allies.   t!ic  (Jerman   batteries. 


on 


the  earth.  j  hcv  woi:kl  take  care  of  Archih.-li  if 
they  knew  wliere  he  was.  But  all  that  the  a\  iator 
can  sec  is  mottleil  landscape.  From  his  side  Arclii- 
bald  Hies  no  goal  flags,  lie  is  one  of  ten  thousand 
tiny  objects  under  the  a\  iator's  eye. 

ArchibaUl's  propensities  are  entirely  peripatetic. 
He  is  the  vagabond  of  the  armv  lines.  locate  him 
anil  he  is  gone.  I  lis  home  is  where  night  finds  him 
and  the  day's  d'jties  tike  him.  I  le  is  the  onlv  gun 
that  keeps  regular  hours  like  a  Christian  gentleman. 


^^^'     '  "1    V!   \K  (>I    fill:  f.RFAT  WAR 


All  tiic  others,  grcnt  nnJ  srr.aH.  r;!u.nus-vnicc.l  an.i 
shnll-voiccd,  fire  at  any  hour,  nlj^ht  or  dav.  Aero- 
planes  rarely  ^o  i.-p  at  ni^'ht;  and  nhcn  no  aeroplane? 
are  vp,  Archibald  h.is  no  interest  in  the  war  Bt 
he  IS  alert  at  the  first  flusli  <.(  diun.  on  the  lookout  for 
game  with  the  avidity  of  a  pointer  d--;  fnr  aviators 
■-''^-  also  up  early, 

_  \Vhv  he  was  name  1    \rr!.:!vdd  nobody  knows.      a^- 
his    lull 


^  name  is  A:\hilvdd  t!i/  ArJicr.  possiblv  it 
comes  trom  some  association  uith  the  idea  of  archerv 
n  there  were  ten  thousand  anti-aircraft  ^uns  in  the 
l.ritish  armv.  every  one  wouKI  he  knoNvn  as  Archibald 
When  the  l',:-,i.d,  !  :vpcditionary  lorce  went  to  I  Vance 
It  had  none.  .Ml  the  British  eould  do  was  to  b  ,n^' 
av.ay  at_  1  aubc>  wit!i  tlio-.-sands  of  munds  of  riile-l^ul- 
lets    wh:ch  mi-ht  fall  in  their  own  lines,  and  with  the 

It  was  pie  In  those  days  {nr  t!ic  Taubes!  Fasy  *o 
keep  out  of  tlie  r;;ni:e  of  both  rilles  and  .^uns  and'ob- 
serve  well!  I|  the  (iermans  did  not  knmy  the  prog- 
ress <d  tile  Hntish  retreat  from  on  hi-h  it  was  their 
(.wn  fault.  Xou-,  the  business  of  hrin-  at  Taube^  is 
letr  entirely  to  Archibald.  When  you  see  lunv  hard  it 
IS  lor  Audiibald,  :  Iter  all  liis  practice,  to  -et  a  Taulie, 
you  understand  Imw  h.oHd!  it  was  fur  the  iield  -i.-.s 
t.J  try  to  ^[i-t  one. 

Ar.h-bald,  who  is  quite  the  "  swa^^ercst  "  of  the 
pni  trilK',  has  his  own  private  car  built  especially  for 
ii.m.  .Sich  o!  the  cavalry's  former  part  as  the  planes 
do  not  play  he  plavs.  He  keeps  oft  the  enemy's 
scouts.  Do  you  seek  team-work,  spirit  of  corps  and 
smartness  in  this  theatre  of  IVancc,  where  all  the  old 
j;lamour  ol  war  is  suppr^sed  to  be  lacking?  You  will 
find   It   in   the   attendant,   of  Archibald.      They   hive 


AKCHIBAI.D    IllL  AKCULK  ^d; 

pride,  clan,  alertness,  pepper.  an,l  all  the  other  appc- 
tisers  nnd^conJlK.ents.  They  are  .s  neat  as  a  pri- 
vatc  yacht  s  crew  and  as  lively  as  an  intield  of  a  major 
l:n,:^ue  team.  1  he  ArchibaM.ans  arc  naturallv  bound 
•     th_:nk  rather  uell  (,fthemsel\es. 

Uatch  thern  there,  every  man  knouini^  his  part  as 
^y  send  their  shells  after  the  Tauhe  !  "  Ih.re  is  not 
cnoush  u-astc  mntion  amon-  the  I-.t  to  t:;-,  over  the 
:-e.h'der,  or  the  telescopes,  (,r  the  score  board, 
or  any  of  the  other  paraphernalia  assistin-  the  man 
v.ho  :s  lookmg  throu-h  the  si-ht  in  k.-.ou  i:,^^  where  to 
aim  next,  as  a  screw  answers  softlv  to  his  touch 

Is  t'le  sport  ,.(  war  dead?  \nt  fur  Archiba'd! 
Here  you  sec  your  tar-ct  —  wlu.h  is  so  rare  these 
davs  w.ien  Hntish  infantrymen  have  stonned  and 
f.iKen  trenches  without  ever  seeinj^  a  (.erman  — and 
tlie  target  ,s  a  bird,  a  man-bir<l.  I'ufis  of  smoke  with 
biirst.ng  hearts  nf  d.a:h  are  clustered  around  the 
lauje  Dnr  tol.'.nvs  another  in  (juiek  succession,  fc 
more  tlian  ..-le  .\rchiha!d  is  firing,  btf..re  v-uir  en- 
tranceti  eyes. 

V.'U   are   staring  like  the   crowd   of  a   countv   iv^- 

at  a  parachute  act.      hnr  tlie  next  putt  m-v  get  him 

Uno   know,    tiiis   better   than   the    avi.itor?     \U    U 

ikely    an  old  IkUuI  at  the  game;  or.  if  he  is  not.  hj 

i:is    nil    tne   e  .pcricnce   ..f   „t!icr   veterans   to   gn   bv 

Ills  ru.e  .s  the  same  as  that  of  the  escaped  prisoner, 

■^•ho  runs  from  th-  !,re  of  a  guard  in  a  /ig/ag  course, 
nndmore  than  that.  \i  a  put,  comes  near  on  the 
ngnr  he  turns  to  the  left:  if  one  comes  near  on  the 
IcJr.  he  turns  to  t!ie  ri^ht;  if  one  comes  under,  he 
rises;  over,  he  d:ps_.  This  means  that  the  next  shell 
hred  at  the  same  pomt  wdl  be  wi.ic  of  the  target. 


r.oo 


k;m 


thr(n;-!i  tiic  ■■■-' 


''^g'lt,   It  seems  eas\    to  Jiit  a 


2«^    Mv  VI  .\i<  Ml    nil   ,,,.,-^j  ^,  ^ 


,1     i.C 

I 


nit  Ujvc  v. 


t'lc  Uiihculf   .      It   » 
'  'i-S  say,  lor  the  shell  to  travel  to  '.;:.• 
plane.      J'hc  gunner  must  wait  f'nr  i*.  ;. 
can  spot  his  shot.     Xinctv  mil 
and 


IS  a 


ec. 

the 
c  he 
mile 


a  h.if  a  „,i„  tc      f^i^.r^j^  ^j^^^  j^,.  thirty  and 'you 
h  vc  ahout  a  hundred  yards  ^yhich  (he  plane  ha.  trav- 
clled/n.,n.t^ 

^yiiTo  '  /''"'I'"   '   "''^'^•''   "^  ''-^'ounting   the 

wa\  t.c  Will  turn  next. 

That  .H,:;ht  to  have  got  him  -  the  burst  v.-as  ri-^l.t 
}!  J'-T.     \nl        I,   rises.     Surdy  that  one  got  lim! 

l:i':t:^ '^^y'^  ^:r  r'' '^'"'^ '^ ''^^^ 

lou  see  the  plane  tremhie  as  if  struck 


from  view 


y  a  violent  gust  of  ..ind/cK^erv^h™^ 
orty^vards.  the  telescope  s.ys.      But  at  th:"rn;;:^th 
naUd  e^e  IS  easily  deceived  about  distance.      Prolnb'v 
sorrc  of  the  bullets  have  cut  his  plane  " 

M,M„u  must  hit  the  man  or  the  machine  in  a  ^itai 
spot  in  ore  cr  to  br:ng  down  vour  bird.      The  cxp b 
s.ons  must  be  ^■ery  close  to  count.      It  is  ama  ing  1. 
much  shc!I-*n-e  an  aeroplane  ca.  stand.     Aviators  are 

nmi    to    l.ne    t!:ur    planes    punctured    and    ripped 
I  hough  then-  engines  are  put  our  of  commission  '^ 

I  re, uenly  though  the  men  be  wounded,  thevar;  c^' 
^o|.I.neba..  to  the  cover  of  their  own  line^^ 

down    W  '.^"7^^  -T  l'  "^'^''^  '"^  ^'''■'  f"-"^'^»^f 


hrsi^horm"!'''-      '^ ''"'^^ '^^■^--^^^mg  away  after  the 

'''\'-  ^''^'.f^^'-p-se  of  his  existence.      He  h,J  ,,,,  t|,, 
prying  aerial  eve  home. 


ARciiin.Mj)  11  ir,  .\rciii:r       2S9 

\  fi^ht  bt't\\ccn  plants  iti  the  air  very  rardy  li.if- 
vccpt  in  the  imagination.      Planes  Jo  not  k'o  u-^ 
t  other  planes,  but  (or  ohservati-.n.     Their  hiiv'- 
•  tu  bte  and  learn  aiij  brin^,'  hu:iie  lluir  news. 


XX 


TRr.XCHI.S    I\    SUM.Mr.R 

Orneral  Mud  "down  and  out '•—•  What  hope? !"— Heroes  in  khaki 
— "iiLkfts  i„  r.mland-— Coddlin-  at  ho'Tic  —  Coinradf  ship 
among  the  men—  liic  uses  of  barbed  wire— '•  Your  hat,  sir!" 

—  SiiipiiiR  — beiitiincMal  Mr.  Atkins— l.xchanpe  of  pleasantries! 

—  A  ••Hoehe"  joke  — A  mine  explodes— WaMing  the  Kaiser's 
powder  — A  ma/e  <.t  tremh  "siiects'  — A  soldier  cook  — A;:d 
rook  stoves  — IJihc.'is'  me~>  — Fresh  from  Sandhurst —"  Uhc.i 
do  >ou  llui.k  tile  war  will  be  incr? ''— Slnif.r^  the  chiiken  — 
From  favourite  actors  to  military  methods— A  Tiii;ht  rraul  be- 
tween trcmhes  — An  alarm  — In  the  midst  of  barbed-wire  — 
Crawling  patrols  in  the  wheat  f^eld  — A  narrow  escape  — A 
trench  cot  — The  "  nioniiii^;  hate"- A  nuir.ory  of  cl'.eeriijl  hos- 
pitality. 


1  r  was  tiic  same  trench  in  June,  still  a  rdatiwly  "  (juict 
o.Mcr."  which  I  had  seen  in  MarJi:  hut  I  v.wu'ul  never 
.'ia\  e  k;:i)\\  n  ir  if  it  " 
oil  the  M,a;'. 


iL>  ineatiiiii  h.uj  Hut  Ihvii  ti;e  saT.e 
)ne  was  |Hi//lc\i  iiuw  a  [ilaee  that  haJ 
been  so  \\\t  e(Jiihl  beeunie  so  tlrv. 

1  h.is  time  tlie  approach  was  maJe  in  daNlialit 
tiirouj^h  a  I.m^;  coininiinicatiun  ditch,  whiJi  hrou-ht  us 
toa  shell  uie.keJ  farni!,<;use.  W'e  p.assej  d)^uu^i 
this  and  stepped  down  at  the  back  door  intn  deep  tni- 
verses  cut  anioni:  t!ie  roots  of  an  orch.srd:  then  behind 
walls  at  cartii  hi^h  abo\  e  our  heads  to  battalion  head- 
quarters in  a  neat  litile  sh;int\.  wh.re  I  deposited  the 
first  of  the  cakes  1  had  brou.^iit.  on  tiie  talde  beside 
some  battalion  reports.  A  cake  is  the  ri.^ht  uitt  for 
the  trenches.  thou.s;h  less  so  in  summer  than  in  winter 
wh^n  appetites  arc  less  keen,     'ihc  adjutant  tried  a 

2go 
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1)1 


slice  v.-hile  the  cc)l.;nel  cnLTrcd  witli  tlic  i^cnw.i],  wlio 
ruul  accompanied  rnc  this  far;  and  he  --j.inccd  up  at  a 
sheet  of  u  ritint;  with  a  hnc  oppuMtc  hour,  oi  the  day, 
pi:;ncd  to  a  post  of  his  ilu^out. 

■•  I  ';' -'"ted  to  see  if  it  were  time  to  make  nnotiier 
i^p:M-t.  hesaid.  -We  are  alwavs  makim;  rei^orts. 
.  A-eryoody  is  so  that  whoever  is  superior  to"  some  on, 
else  knows  what  ,s  happening  in  hi.  subordinate-s  de- 
partment. 

'I'hen  In  and  out  in  a  ma/e.  between  walU  w't'i 
strai.uht  lace.-,  OP  the  hard,  dry  earth,  testifvini,^  to  the 
bcnchccnce  of  summer  weatlier  in  constru'ctincr  f-i.t- 


ncsses  from  artillery  fire,  until  we  were  m  tlie  hrin'^- 
trcnch._  where  I  w.is  at  home  anDn-  the  otiicers  an^i 
men  ol  a  comp.':n.      (ieneral  Mu 
out."      I  le   -vait. 


'^1  1  u;>.s  d.iwn  :r.\.\ 
,  .  ,  "f'  ^''^"  v.inter  rains  to  take  com- 
mand agam.  liut  winter  would  lind  an  armv  prepared 
agamst  his  Kind  nf  campai;;n.  Life  in  the  tremhes 
in  summer  wa.  nwt  so  unpleasant  but  tliat  some  pre- 
terred  \t,  w.tli  the  excitement  of  sni;  ' 
dom  of  billets. 


ipini;.  to  t!ie  bore- 


d  a 


I  "What  hopes:'"   was  t!ic  current  phrase   I   he^rd 

among  t!ie  men  in  these  trencJies.      It  shared  honours 
with  slnifc.      \  ou  have  onle  (,ne  life  to  hve  and  ^  on 
may  lose  that  any  second  —  what  hopes!.   Dig    tli- 
d'ff.  and  set  oft  a  mine  that  sends  (iermans  skvwa-^i 
m  a  cloud  ol  du>:  —  uhat  li-'ivs!      P> 


u!Iy  beef  fr..rn 
lor  !)a!)es.  hut  bet- 


Chicago  and  Argentina  is  no  iood 

tcrdum '' Kdv-' bread- what  hopes!  '  Nh^'Thoma; 
-AtKins  British  regular,  takes  things  as  thev  come — 
and  a  lot  of  them  e.,me  — shells,  bullets,  asphyxiating 
gas,  grenades,  and  bombs. 


292   MY  Yi:.\K  oi    nu:  (iRi;.Vi"  war 

There  is  wudi  to  be  thanlsful  for.  TIi-  King's 
Own  i'articu!:ir  Fusiliers,  as  wc  shall  call  this  rogimenr, 
had  only  three  men  hit  \esterilay.  On  every  man's 
cap  is  ^a  metal  haJ^ri-  crowileil  with  battle  honours, 
from  the  storininji;  of  Queb.e  to  t!ie  rLlief  of  LaJv- 
smith.  I  leroic  its  history ;  but  no  battle  hor.ours  ctjual 
th?.t  of  the  re^nmcnt's  p:;rt  in  the  second  battle  of 
"ipres;  and  no  heroes  of  tlie  reiriinent's  story,  whom 
ym  picture  in  imaj^ination  with  h.,]os  of  njorv  in  the 
wi;:!)  that  you  mij^'ht  have  met  them  in  tlie  llesh  in 
their  scarier  coats,  are  the  equal  of  tli-  ,l-  survivors  in 
pliin  khaki  mannin^r  a  ditJi  in  a.  n.  191  ,-.  whom  any 
crie  may  meet. 

13ut  do  not  >  Jl  them  tint  ihey  :  .e  heroes.  They 
wdl  deny  it  on  the  evidence  of  themselves  as  eve- 
u-itncsscs  of  the  action.  I',,  remark  that  the  K.  O.'P. 
1-.  are  brave  Is  like  remarkin-  tli.t  water  flows  down 
h.ll.  It  is  the  business  of  the  K.  D.  \\  l\  to  be 
b/ave.     Why  talk  about  it? 

One  of  tl:e  three  men  Mr  wa>  killed.  WJI,  everv- 
body  in  the  v.ar  rather  expeii.  to  be  killed.  I'he 
other  two  "  i^.jt  tickets  to  ]  In.Ljhm  i,"  as  they  say.  .Mv 
lady  wdl  tak  the  convalescents  joy  ridim;  in  her  car 
and  utter\\ards  seat  them  in  easy  chairs,  arranging 
the  cusliions  with  her  own  hands,  .md  feed  them  slices 
of  cold  chicken  in  place  of  bully  beef  and  strawberries 
ami  cream  in  place  of  ration  marmalade.  Oh,  my  I 
What  hopes  I 

Mr.  AtKuis  does  not  mind  being  a  hero  for  the  pur- 
poses of  such  treatment.  'J'hen.  with  never  a  twinkle 
m  his  eye.  he  will  tell  my  lady  tliat  he  docs  not  want 
to  return  to  tlie  frt)nt;  he  has  had  enough  of  it.  he 
has.  My  lady's  patriotism  udl  be  a  tri'lle  shocked, 
as  Mr.  Atk.ns  knows  it  will  be:  and  she  v.  dl  wonder 


TKi.NCIli-.^  I\  SLMMIK 


Stick   it  "    (iualitv   of   the    Pritisli    s-.I-iicr 


11  the  o.....!^  .1  vjn.uiiN  ui  iiir  i:,r:i::sn  S'llwicr  is 
weakening',  as  Mr.  Atkins  knows  she  '•.:'.!.  l\,r  he 
h_:s  more  kinks  in  liis  nicntai  oijuipnur.t  {Ian  mere  r..j. 
bility  ever  ;;uesses  :uui  he  is  having;  tlic  time  oi  his 
i'Te  in  more  respects  th.m  strau berries  :i:ul  eie;  :ii. 
What  hopes  I  Of  ccnirse.  he  will  return  and  \u>\d  un 
m  the  face  ot  a!!  that  tlie  (jermans  can  -ise.  without 
any  pretence  to  hra\ery. 

It  one  goes  as  a  strani^^jr  into  the   trenches  on  a 

:e    vou  ?  "    and, 


sightseeing   tour   and   savs,    "How 


"  Are  you  goin-  to  Berhn?  "  and.  '■  Are  vou  corT'.fort- 


able? 


o;n:)iv 


^tk:!:s  will  sav.  "  'i'es. 


sir. 


and 


"  \  er}-  v/ell,  sir,"  etc  as  becomes  all  polite  rcg-ahr 
soldier  men  ;  and  yor  ,ct  to  know  him  alnnit  as  v.el!  as 
you  know  the  niLmbers  of  a  club  if  \ou  are  show.i 
the  library  an!  dine  at  a  corner  '  table  with  a 
Jnend. 

Spend  the  night  in  tlie  trenches  and  vou  are  taken 
into  the  family;  intt)  tliat  very  Ir.imaii  family  of  sol- 
dierdom  in  a  quiet  corner;  and  tiie  old.  care-free 
spirit  01  war,  v/liieh  son:e  peo[de  tii'Higiu  had  passed, 
is  found  to  be  r.o  Lss  alive  in  siege  warfare  than  on 
a  march  of  regulars  on  the  Indian  frontier  or  in  the 
Philippines.  Gaietv  and  laughter  and  eomradesldp 
and  "joshing"  are  here  ar..ong  men  to  w!:o:n  wounds 
and  death  arc  a  pa rt  . , f  the  game.  (  )ne  ma v  challen-c 
h:e!i  explosives  v.itli  a  smile,  no  less  than  ancient  round 
;•  !  !.  Settle  down  behind  the  parapet  and  the  little 
in:ongruities  of  a  tr.:nch,  paltry  without  the  intimacy 
"f  men  and  locality,  make  for  humour  no  Ic.s  than  in 
a  shr)p  or  a  factory. 

I  nder  the  parapet  runs  the  tangle  of  barbed  wire  — 

barbed  wire  from  Switzerland  to  Belgium  —  tu  wel- 

•"e  visitors  from  that  direction,  which,  tu  sav  the 
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ica:.t,  wouIJ  I)c  an  impolitic  direction  of  anpruach  for 
any  s;';!ri;;cr. 

"  All  sif^htsccrs  .houIJ  come  intu  th.  trmJic.  from 
.ic   rear      sa)s   Mr.   Atkins.      'Tut   it   down   in  the 
giuiLMi-uks. 

licyond  the  !,arbed  wire  in  the  open  field  the  wheat 

^h,ch  some  tarmer  sowed  before  the  positions  w.rc 
c^tal.i.hcd  m  th,.  area  i.  now  in  head,  ripplin-  with 

the  brec.e  making  a  ,„Iden  sea  up  t,.  the  v^d!  of 
s:ndl.pwh,eh,stheenemv"shne.  It  was  late  lune 
at  Its  lovehest;  no  si;,M,s  of  war  except  tlie  sound  of 

our  guns  s,.nK-d,.tanceawav  and  an  occasional  sni. 
pcrs    huIKi.      One    cracked    past    as    I    was    looking 
d  rough  n,y  ,I,:...s  to  see  if  there  were  anv  evidence 
01  hJe  m  the  derman  trenJies. 
"  ^'our  h.Tt,  sir  I  " 

Another  mov.d  a   sandbag  sli^htlv,   but  r.-t   until 
after  the  hat  had  come  .iown  and      ' 


the 


liea.d  under  it 


m  St  expcditrouslv.  p  to  .ight  hundred  vards  a 
bullet  cracks;  bevond  that  range  it  whistles,  sighs,  even 
whee/es  An  eIe^  atw-n  ^ives  snipers,  u  ho  a^e  alwavs 
>.>|n^'^l  ^Y':  '"  ''"-'^  "'■  ^'^Ivantage.  In  winter  thev 
^'^"1  t-;  rely  !or  cover  on  buildin::s,  uhij,  often  came 
tunKdmg  down  ^^v^^  them  w!,en  hit  bv  a  shell  The 
loiiagc  of  summer  is  a  boon  to  their  craft 

''Docs  It  look  to  vou  like  nn  opening  in  rhe  branches 
of  fhat  tree  —  t!ie  big  one  at  the  right  -  "' 

.1"  the  mass  of  leaves  a  dark  spot  was  visible  It 
"light  be  natural  or  it  might  be  a  .pace  cut  awav  for 
the  swnig  of  a  nfle  barrel.  iVrhaps  sittmg  up  there 
snugly  behind  a  bullet-proof  shield  fastened  to  the 
Iimos  was  a  (.crman  sharpshooter,  watching  tV.r  a 
shot  with  the  patience  of  a  hound  for  a  rabbit Tu  come 
out  of  Its  hole. 
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'■  U's  alxHit  time  \vc  ^ravc  that  tree  a  sprav  ^r.jod  for 
that  kin.l  of  funmis.  t'roni  a  machine  ^ :;;i  I  " 

A  bullet  comi.'ii;  from  our  side  s\,-ept  o\-erhcaJ. 
One  of  our  own  sharpshooters  had  seen  soiiietlKn-  to 
shoot  at. 

I'  Not  ^Iv-i^i,'  you  much  excitement:  "  said  Tommv. 
"  I   suppos':   I'd  ^Lt  a   little   if  I   sto<,d   up  un  the 
[urapet?  "  I  askeii. 

"  Vnu  wouldn't  <^et  a  ticket  for  lin-lanl;  \  ou'd  t;ct 
a  !io\  I  "  '  ■ 

"   1  !icre\  a  cemetery  just  ba.k  of  t!ie  lines  if  ynu'd 

■  rc'rjv  to  bt;iy  in  I 'ranee !  " 

f  had  [hissed  that  eemeterv  with  its  fresh  wooden 
crosses  on  my  way  to  t!ie  trench.  These  tender- 
hearted o.'.diers  who  iokcd  with  de.ith  had  placed  llow- 
'■fs  on  t  aves  of  fallen  comrades  and  bou>^lu  elal'o- 

"  .':    '  '■^■-li  funeral  wreaths  with  their  meaL^'re  i^a\  

'■■^h  is  another  side  of  Mr.  'Idiomis  Atkinl  I  !ktc 
IS  sentnnent  in  him.  Yes,  he's  loaded  with  sentiment. 
h::t  !'ot  for  the  mo\-ics. 

"  Kecj)  your  heail  down   there,   l-^ames!"  called   a 
■M-poral.      "  I   don't  want  to  be  takin-  an  inventory 
'  t  your  kit.'' 

l.amcs  did  not  even  realise  that  his  head  was  above 

Me  parapet.      'I  he  hardest  thint;  to  teach  a  soldier  is 

)t  to  e.xpose  h.mself.      (Officers  keep  iterating,'  warn- 

'-'s  and  then   for^^a't   to   practise   w.hat  tluv   preach. 

i  hat  mornin^r  a   soldier  had   been   shot  throutrh  the 

heart  anil  arm  sidewavs  back  of  the  trencli.      lie  had 

■  '.n  down  unnoticed  for  a  nap  in  the  sun,  it  was  sup- 
posed. When  he  awoke,  presmnablv  he  sat  up  and 
^nwned  and  Ilerr  Schmidt,  from  some  i.latfnr;n  in  a 
■  ee,^  had  a  bloody  revcard  for  his  patience. 

•  lie  next  morninn;  I  saw  the  British  take  their  re- 
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.,  Sonic  (.cnnari  who  (I),.uj,'ht  tl-.at  he  ould  nor 
be  seen  in  the  nii.t  .,f  dawn  was  walkin-  alon-  the 
German  parapet.  What  hope.!  I  unr  or  fivc'^me. 
touK  carciul  aim  a.ui  fncj.  /-hat  Jim  fl-urc  coHap.ed 
in  a  way  tuat  was  convintin^r. 

As  I  swept  the  h"ne  of  (.erman  trenches  whh  the 
gIasse^  I  saw  a  wisp  at  a  tla^  cHn^in'^  f.  its  pde  in 
the  stdl  air    ar  down  to  the  kit.      1  1,.^:  are  as  unusual 
ahovc  trenches  as  r.,en  standing,'  up  in  hi!!  view  ui  the 
cnemv.       /  h.n  a  brcc/.e  cau-.'it  the  l.-lds  ot  the  iha 
and  I  saw  that  it  was  the  tricolour  of  IVancc. 
^'  A  Boi/u-  joke!  "  Tommy  explained. 
]|  i'robahly  they  are  hatin^r  the  Irench  t.vdav^  " 
iNo,  Its  been  there  for  some  davs.     'Ihc;   want 
us  to  shoot  at  the  fla.^T  of  our  a!!v.'    They'd'  -et  a 
lau;;h_out  of  that -a   r..;uI.M-  /J..hr  n<,tion  of  hu- 
niour. 

"  If  it  were  a  dcrnian  lia-?  "'  I  su^j'^ested 
/•What    hopes!      We'd    make    it    ituo    a  "lace    ci'r- 
tam! 

I'.vcn  the  f^uns  had  ceased  lirin^r.  -J"hc  l)I:-ds  in  their 
cvcnsonjr  had  all  the  war  t(;  themselves.  It  was  ditn- 
cult  to  believe  that  if  you  stood  on  top  of  ti^e  par  inet 
anybody  would  shoot  at  you;  no,  not  c^■c^  if  vou 
v/aljccd  down  t!ie  road  lii.t  ran  thn.;i.rh  tlie  v.h:it- 
hc  d  cx-eruhm^  was  so  peaceful.  One  i^rew  scepti- 
cal of  there  being  any  Germans  in  the  trenches  (vpoo- 

''  There  are  three  or  four  sharpshooters  and  a  fit 
old  huihc  professor  in  siK^etacles,  who  moves  a  n'a- 
chine  jrun  up  and  down  for  a  bluft,"  said  a  s(;lJier 
and  another  corrected   .him:  ' 

"  Xt',  the  old  professor's  the  one  that  walks  alone 
at  molit  sendmii;  up  fhires !  " 
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"  ^flinch;p.L^  K.K.  !irc;ul  w  Jtli  Iils  i ihc  teeth!  " 

"And  singiriL;  the  !i\nin  r.f  li.it.  .'  " 

1  hus  the  talk  ran  on   in  the  quiet  of  cveniiK'.  til! 
n-c  heard  a  concussion  and  a  .juarter  of  n  mile  a'.viv. 
hehinJ  a  screen  ol  trees,  a  pilhir  .;f  smoke  ruse  to  the 
lieii;ht  ol   two  or  three  hundred  feet. 
-A  mine  I 

"  In  front  of  t!:e  — 0.\  br;L;adeI  " 

"Ours  or  (lie  /;^( //,■>■. ^" 

''  Ours,  (roni  tfie  way  the  snioke  went  —  nur  fuse !  " 
'■  Xo,  theirs  I 

Our  coh.nel  telephoned  dcjwn  to  knr.w  if  we  knew 
whose  mine  it  w:..s.  wl-.ich  was  the  (juestion  wc  wanted 
to  asK  him.  I  he  .yuns  from  both  sides  became  busy 
under  the  rolunin  of  smr.ke.  Oh.  ves,  there  were 
OermaMs  ,n  the  trendies  whiJi  h  ,d  ap.peared  vacant. 


curs  in. rued  i 


ii  the  hissing  mediey  of 


'i'h.cir  sliots  and 
a  tempest. 

"  Xot  enough  ;r;ins_nni  tnou^4i  noise  for  an  at- 
tack, said  experienced  TomnM-,  wh)  knc--v  wh.at  an 
attack  was  like. 

'I  he  commamicr  o{  the  adjoininrr  brij^'ade  tele- 
phoned to  the  division  cr,:nmander.  who  fussed  the 
word  throu;,di  to  ..ur  cohmcl.  who  passed  it  to  us, 
that  the  mine  was  (.ernian  and  had  burst  thirty  vnrds 
short  o!  the  British  trench.  '   ' 

"  After  all  that  ditryin-r,  wastinnr  /^,,,  /,,.  powder  In 
that  tashion!^  'I'he  Kaiser  won't  like  it!"  said  Mr. 
Atkins.  '■  Wc  exploded  one  under  them  yesterday 
■dvxl  It  maile  them  hate  so  hard  they  couhhi't  wait 
j  hcv've  awful  tempers,  the  noclus!  "  And  he  fin- 
i  hed  the  job  on  whieh  he  was  encjaiicd  when  inter- 
'.fited.  eatint;  a  lar-c  piece  of  ration  bread  sur- 
Jii'Hinted  by  all  the  ration  jam  it  wuuld  hold:  while 
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one  of  the  cumpany  officers  rcmi;ui.(i  irx  tli.t  it  was 
about  dinner  ilnic. 


'Wliat  do  you  think  I  ani?  A  hloominR  traffic 
pohcLin.m.-' "  growled  the  ccok  to  twu  soldiers  who 
hud  titunA  tJKrjis'jhes  in  a  hhnd  alley  in  the  nia/e  ot' 
streets  iKuk  ol'  the  llrinu-treii Ji.  ''My  word!  h 
lli^  Majesty's  army  heconiini^r  illiterate?  Strafi'  tli.it 
si-ii  at  the  corner!  What  dn  vou  think  we  jnit  it  up 
for  ?      1  u  show  what  a  beautiful  hand  u\-  h  id  at  -^r'nt- 


ini;  : 


ihe 


sin;n  on  a  h'.ard  fastened  against  the  eartli  wall 


read,  "NO  thoroughfare!  "  d'he  soldier  cook,  witii 
a  fork  in  his  hand,  his  sleeves  rolled  u;-,  his  shirt  open 
at  !iis  tanned  throat,  looked  forniidahle.  lie  \v,:s 
preoccui'ied:  he  was  at  close  i;.  arters  roastin"  a 
chicken  over  a  small  stove.  Ves.  thev  hive  c'^;ok 
sto\es  in  the  trenches.  Whv  n.jt?  Ihe  line  had  Iven 
in  the  same  position  for  six  months. 

"  Little  by  little  we  imiM'ove  our  ha;i;n-  h.jme," 
said  the  cook. 

I  he  late-t  acquisition  was  a  hue  curtain  for  the 
ofnccrs'  mess  hall,  boa-ht  at  a  store  in  the  nearest 
town. 

When  the  cook  was  'iside  liis  kitchen  tiiere  was  no 
room  to  spill  an\  thin-  -n  the  fbxir.      The  kitch.n  w.-.s 

and  roof. 


about  three  feet  s.ju.n-e,  with  boarded  walls  and 


which  was  covered  with  tar  paper  and  a  lavcr  of 
earth  set  level  with  t!ie  trench  j^arapct.  The  chicken 
ro.isteii  an^i  the  trving  potatoes  sizzled  as  an  occa- 
sional bullet  passeil  overhc.id.  even  as  Hies  buzz  about 
the  screen  door  when  .\larv  is  baking  biscuits  for  sup- 
per. 
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The  oHiccrs'  mess  lull,  nc\t  to  t!ic  kitchen  r.nd 
built  in  the  same  fashion,  h.ui  mkmc  boards  nailed  on 
posts  sunk  in  the  rrrouiiii  i'  ;■  a  table,  which  was  proof 
against  tippint,'  when  you  .limbed  over  it  or  squeezed 
around  it  to  your  place.  I'Ik.'  eh  '  .  were  ritle-am- 
nninition  boxes,  whose  contents  had  b.ui  emptied  with 
individual  care,  bullet  by  bullet,  at  the  (lernians  in 
the  trench  on  the  other  side  of  the  wheat-tield.  Din- 
ner was  at  nine  in  th.'  evening,',  when  it  was  still  tui- 
huht  in  the  longest  day  of  the  year  m  this  re.i^inri. 
Ihe  hour  tits  in  with  tr.'nch  routine,  when  ni^i^ht  is  the 
time  to  be  on  ^w\rA  .ind  you  sleep  by  day.  I^reakfast 
comes  at  nine  in  tlie  niomin-.  I  u',;s  invited  to  help 
cat  the  cln'cken  and  to  spend  the  nii;ht. 

\ow,  the  general  commanding;  the  brigade  who  ac- 
companied me  to  the  trenches  had  been  hit  twice.  So 
had  the  colonel,  a  man  abnut  fort\.  Irom  fortv,  a'^'s 
among  the  regimental  otHcers  dropped  into  the  twen- 
ties. Many  of  the  older  men  who  started  in  the 
war  h;!d  been  killed,  or  were  back  in  J'ingland  wounded, 
or  had  been  promoted  to  other  con;mands  where  their 
experience  was  more  useful.  To  youth,  life  is  sweei: 
and  danger  is  life.  The  oldest  of  t!ie  officers  of  the 
proud  old  K.  O.  P.  )■■.  who  gathered  for  dinner  was 
about  twenty-live,  though  when  he  ass:imed  an  air  of 
authority  he  seemed  about  forty.  It  was  not  right  to 
ask  the  youngest  his  age.  Parenthetically,  let'^it  be 
said  th.it  he  is  trying  to  start  a  moustache.  'J'hcv  had 
come  fresh  from  Sandhurst  to  swift  tLiition  in  gru.'l- 
ling.  incessant  warfare. 

"  Has  any  one  asked  him  it  yet?  "  one  incjuired,  re- 
ferring to  some  question  to  tl'e  guest. 

'■  Not  yet?  Then  a!!  together:  Wiien  do  vou 
think  that  the  war  will  be  over?  " 
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ir  w.i.  the  eternal  question  of  the  trenches,  the  army 
and  the  woiKl.  We  had  it  over  with  before  the  sol- 
dicrcook  brought  on  the  roast  chicken,  which  «ns 
received  with  a  beiitting  chorus  of  approb:!tion- 

Who  would  carve?  Who  knew  h.nv  to  carve? 
Modesty  passed  the  h^.n^air  to  its  neighbour,  till  a 
l;r;'-ve  m:m  said: 

"  ^  will:  I  will  strafe  the  chicken!  " 
C^ntt  slrafc  EnyUmd!  Suafc  has  become  a  noun,  a 
^crb.  an  adjective,  a  cussword,  and  a  term  of  greeting. 
-t'L.ier  asks  soldier  how  he  is  strafing  to-dav.  When 
the  Germans  arc  not  called  Dr.lu:  they  are  called 
Mrafers.  Wont  you  strafe  a  little  for  us?" 
lommy  sinjrs  out  to  the  German  trenches  when  thev 
arc  close.     What  hopes! 

That  gallant  youngster  of  the  K.  O.  P.  ]•.  in  the 
ni.dst  of  bantering  advice  succeeded  in  separating  the 
nieat^  from  the  bones  without  landing  a  Ic"  i,ranv- 
body  s  lap  or  a  wing  in  anvbodv's  eve.     Timid  •spec- 
tators v.|„>  had  iiung  back  wh.ere  he  had  dared  mi-ht 
cnticisc  his   tnrm,  hut  ihev  could  not  i\<:n\-  the  c^tfi- 
ciency  of  hi.  c.ecurion.     I  le  was  appointed  permanent 
straler     of  all  the  J -wis  that  came  to  table 
i-.ver>body  talked  and  joked  about  everything,  from 
pl.iys  in  London  i,>  the  Germans.     'J  here  were  arr-u- 
jncnts  about  favourite  actors  and  mllitarv  met!;nds 
be  sense  ol  danger  was  as  absent  as  if  we  had  been 
dinmg  in  a  sunmier  garden.      It  was  the  parents  and 
relatives  in  i-leasant  linglish  homes  in  fear  of  a  dread 
telegram  who  were  worrving.  not  the  sons  and  broth- 
ers in  danger.      Isn't  it  better  that  wav?     Would  not 
the  parents  prefer  it  thr.t  wav  ?     Wrsn't  it  the  wav  of 
the  ancestors  m  t!ie  scarlet  coats  and  the  Merrlc  tn^ 


land  of  tl'eir  d 


IV 


W  it!i  the  elasticitv  of  \OLitii  niv 
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hons  adapted  tliLnistlvcs  to  circurnstaiu-cs  In  tl'-r 
heht-hcartcdncss  they  nmdc  war  seem  a  keen  sport. 
Ihey  lived  war  for  all  it  u.is  w.,rt!,.  \\  jf  ^^.^^  on 
the:r  nerves  their  elficiency  is  sp<,il,d.  'I  here  is  no 
r...mi  tor  a  junipv.  excitable  man  in  the  trenJies. 
louths  resources  defy  monotonv  and  diath  at  t!ic 
s.imc  time. 

An  expedition  had  been  [planned  for  that  ni-ht.  A 
p  itrol  the  pre\ious  night  had  brou-lir  in  worddu-t  the 
<  .ermans  had  been  sneaking'  up  and  pihnj;  sandbars  in 
IMC  wheat-held.  The  pl.m  was  to  slip  out  as  soon 
is  It  was  really  dark  with  a  machine  ^nin  r.nd  a  do/en 
vKn.  ^et  behind  the  (.ermans'  own  sandlia^s,  and  give 
them  a  perfectly  informal  reception  when  tluv^rc. 
turned  to  go  on  uitli  thL-ir  work. 

Before  dinner,  however,  j .  who  was  to  be  the 

general  ut  the  expcditir-n.  and  his  subordinates  ma.ie 
a  reconnaissance.  'Iwo  or  more  oflicers  or  men  al- 
wavs  go  out  together  on  :xr.x  trip  of  this  kind  in  that 
ticrihsh  space  between  the  trenches,  where  it  is  almost 
certain  death  to  be  sten  bv  the  enemv.  If  one  is 
hit  the  other  cm  help  him  back.  If  one  survives  he 
wdl  bring  back  the  result  -.f  Iiis  investigations. 

.    -f; ''-'^^  'i^^  "\\''i  ideas  about  comff)rt  in  trousers 

111  t.ie  tren.h  in  summer,  lie  wore  trunks  with  his 
knees  bare.  When  lie  had  to  do  a  "crawl  "  he  un- 
wound  his  puttee  leggings  and  w,.un,i  them  nvcr  his 
knees.  lie  and  the  others  slipped  over  the  parapet 
without  attracting  the  attention  of  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters. On  hands  and  knees,  like  bov  scouts  plav- 
ing  Imlian,  thev  pas^cd  through  a  narrow  avenue  i'n 
the  ugly  barbed  wire,  and  still  not  a  shot  at  them.  A 
matter  of  the  communplace  to  the  men  in  the  trench 
held  tlie  spectator  in  suspense.     The.-c  was  a  fasii- 
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nation  about  the  thin;;,  too;  tli.it  i>l  tlic  sporting 
cli.incc.  without  a  full  rc.iliNition  tint  failure  in  this 
hiilc-;uul-Si.'ck  ^amc  n;ij;!it  mc:in  a  spray  of  bullets 
and  ilcatli  for  these  younjj  men. 

'I  hey  entered  the  wheat,  moving'  slowly  like  two 
land  turtles.  The  j^rain  parted  in  swaths  over  them. 
Surely  the  Germans  ini^ht  see  the  turtles'  heads  as 
they  were  raiseil  to  look  around.  NO  officer  can  be 
too  younj,'  and  supple  for  this  kind  o(  work.  Here 
the  company  obiter  just  out  of  school  is  in  his  element, 
with  an  advantaj^c  over  older  ofTicers.  'Ihat  pair 
were  used  to  crawlin-,'.  They  did  not  keep  their  heads 
up  lont,'.  They  knew  just  how  far  they  might  expose 
themsehcs.  They  passed  out  of  si^ht,  and  reap- 
peared and  sllppeil  back  over  the  parapet  a;:;:un  with- 
out the  (j'ermans  beini,'  any  the  wiser. 

Il.ird    luck  I      It    is    an    un.iccoii'.modatiiij;    wi)rKl! 
1!k;.    found  that  the  p.itrcl  which  had  examined  the 
bags  at  ni.^ht  had  failed  to  discern  that  they  were  old 
and  must  ha\e  been  th.ere  for  some  time. 

I  II  tike  the  machine  1,'un  out,  an\h(n\,  it'  the  cil- 
oriel  w'll  permit  it,"  said  J . 

For  tile  colonel  puts  on  the  brakes.  Otherwise, 
there  is  no  tellini;  wh.it  risks  youth  mi^'ht  take  with 
machine  j^uns. 

We  were  half  tliroui.;!i  dinner  wiien  .i  v  ;  ,'oral  came 
to  report  th.it  a  soldier  on  watch  thought  that  he 
had  seen  some  (jermans  moving  in  the  u  iieat  verv  lear 
our  barbed  wire.  Probablv  a  false  alarm;  but  no 
one  in  a  trench  ever  acts  on  the  theory  that  any  alarm 
is  false.  I\tcrnal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  holding  a 
trench.  Either  siiie  is  cudgelling  its  brains  day  and 
night  tc  spring  some  new  trick  on  the  other.  If  one 
side    succeeds    with    a    trick,    the    other    immediately 
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.ulopts  ir.      N"  international  copvrii^lit  on  str:' 

-ni^cil.     \Vc  rushed  out  of  the  mess  Iwll  .nto  the 

■'■'  ..i.^-trench,  where  \vc  hnmA  the  men  on  th.  alert. 

their  nllcs  laiil  on  the  spot  where  the  Germans  uere 

ippnseil  t.>  have  been  seen. 

'I  Who  arc  you?     Answer,  or  ue  (ire !  "  eallcj  the 

:■  .i\..in-j,  vounK  lieutenant. 

h  any  persons  present  nut  at  li.,m  ..,  iu.-  ol  thirty 
rilles  knew  the  J.njilish  language  ami  had  not  lost 
the  instmct  of  self-preservation,  thev  would  certainly 
have  become  articulate  in  response  to  such  an  unv  eiled 
^■■nt.  Not  a  sound  came.  Probablv  a  rahhit  running' 
rouirh  the  v.heat  had  been  the  cause  of  tho  alarm 
iiut  you  take  no  risks.  'Ihc  ord.r  was  given  ind 
Hie  men  combed  the  wheat  with  a  fu^IIade 

"  I-.noush!     Cease  fire!  "  said  the  ofTicer.      "  \.,. 

iv  there.      If  there  had  been  we  shoukl  have  heard 

lie  groan  of  a  wounded  man  or  seen  the  wheat  stir 

as  the  Germans  hu^-ed  closer  to  the  earth  for  cover." 

1  his  he  knew  by  experience.      It  was  not  the  first 

:  nie  he  had  used  a  fusillade  in  this  kind  of  a  test 

A.rer  dnmer  j r,,lK  J  his  p,,ttces  up  around  his 

bare  Knees  a-ain.  f.,r  the  colonel  had  not  wiilidrawn 

permission  for  the  machine  t,'un  expedition.     J 's 

knees  were  black  and  blue  in  spots;  thev  were  a!-.— 
well,  there  is  not  much  water  for  washing  purposes 
in  the  trenches.  Cireat  sport  that,  crawling  through 
the  dew-moist  wheat  in  the  faint  moonlight,  lookin-r 
tor  a  bunch  of  Germans  in  the  hope  of  turning  a 
machine  gun  on  them  before  thev  turn  one  on  vnu." 

"  One  man  hit  by  a  stray  bullet,"  said  [ ',  on  his 

return. 

'•  1  heard  the  bullet  go  th-Ip  into  tlie  earth   iff  r  it 
went  throi;,:;h  his  kg."  said  tlic  other  olncer. 
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"  Blythc  v.as  a  recruit  aiul  he  had  asked  me  to  take 
h.m  out  the  hrst  time  there  was  anything  doing.  [ 
pn.rn.sed  that  I  would,  and  he  got  about  the  only 
snf)t  /ircu  at  us. 

"  Need  a  stretcher?  " 

"  No." 

Blythc  came  hobbling  through  the  traverse  to  th^^ 
commumcation  trench,  seeming  well  pleased  uith  him- 
S'-'lf  1  he  soft  f_  u-t  of  the  leg  is  not  a  bad  olace  to 
i-c      —  a  bullet  i^  one  is  due  to  hit  vou. 


Xight  is  alw.ns  the  time  in  the  trenches  v.Iicn  life 
:    '.vs  more  interesting  and  death  more  likely 

■its  dark  enough,  now,"  said  one  of  the  youngsters 
who  ;yas  o,  t  on  another  scout.  "  Well  ^,o  out  with 
tlie  patrol. 

i>y  day  the  slightest  movunent  of  the  enemy  is 
easiy  and  instantly  detected.  'Jhe  light  keeps 'the 
con,hatants  to  the  warrens  which  protect  them  from 
shel  and  bullet-f,rc.  At  night  there  is  no  telling  what 
nnscluei  the  enemy  may  be  up  to;  you  must  deiKnd 
upon  the  car  ratiier  tb.an  the  eye  for  watching,  th-^n 
tlie  human  soldier-tox  comes  out  of  his  burrow  and 
snenKs  forth  on  the  lookout  for  prey;  both  sides  are 
on  the  prowl. 

"  Trained  owls  would  be  the  most  valuable  sc(nits 
we  could  have,'  s;,id  the  young  officer.  " 'Ihey 
wouldbe  more  useful  than  aeroplanes  in  locatin-r  the 
enemy  s  gun  positions.  A  properly  reliable  owl  u^^uld 
come  ^^-k  and  say  that  a  German  patrol  was  out  in 
tl-  ^vheat-t,eld  at  sueh  a  point  and  a  machine  gun 
would  wine  out  tiie  (K-rnian  '\uru!."' 


-  ^.  J, . 
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We  rurncJ  into  a  side  trench,  nn  allcv  ofT  the  m  un 
street.  l.aJ,n-r  out  of  the  (runt  trcuh  toward  t'h. 
'  lernians. 

"An>budyout^"hc  asked  a  suldier.  who  was  on 
guard  at  the  end  oi  it.  ' 

1  es,  two. 

Climbing  .H,t  of  the  dit  J,  we  were  in  the  midst  of 
.i  tanylc  ut  barbed  u  ire  proteetin,.^  the  trench   front. 

uhich  was  ta.ntly  visible  in  the  starh;:ht.  There  was 
a  brcik  i;i  the  tan^^de.  a  narrow  .ut  in  the  hed-o  as  it 
;ye-re,  kept  open  for  just  such  purposes  as  this.  "^  Wdu  n 
the  parnd  returned  it  closed  the  ^ate  a-ain 

,ee":   ""u"''  -'""  ^''^'^  "-^  -  i^-t  there  I      Do  vou 
ce  .t .      \\  e  ve  eN  er\  th:n.-  to  keep  tlie  lioJus  o!t  our 
iront  hnva  e.xcept  '  keep  oh  the  grass!  '  signs.' 

out  cut  s-paw  of  bree.e  'J  hrough  the  dark  curtain 
ot  the  sky  in  a  parabola  rising  from  the  Cern^an 
rcnches  c.v.pt  a  brilhant  sputter  of  red  h-g!u  oi  a 
Gennan  Hare.  It  was  coming  as  straight  toward  us 
as  U  ,t  had  been  aimed  ar  us.      It  cast  a  searching,  un- 

"i)<>H-.n  flat!"  whispered  the  officer 

It  seemed  fooh'sh  to  grovel  before  a  niece  of  fire- 

tvna.  'r'  ''''  """  '"■'"■-  ''^  '""■  "'-•i^'l-'!^nurhood: 
;.yth..ig  to  :nd.cate  a  state  <.f  war  b.tuc.n  the  British 
'  ''ipire  and  Cermany;  no  visual  evidence  of  anv  (Jer 
y>:ni  nrmv  anywhere  in  France  except  that' Hare 
'l";vever,  it  a  guule,  who  knows  as  much  about  war 
as  diis  one,  says  to  prostrate  vourself  when  vou  are 
nut  between  two  lines  of  machine  guns  and  rifles  — 
between  the  fighting  powers  of  Britain  and  Germany 
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—  \ou  take  the  hint.  The  fiarc  sank  intcj  the  earth  a 
few  yards  away,  after  a  last  insiiltiiii;,  ugly  liin<r  of 
sparks  in  our  faces. 

"What  if  we  had  been  seen?" 

"  'I  hey'd  have  combed  the  wheat  in  this  nei^hbour- 
hnod  thi)roiif^hly,  and  they  niii^dit  have  got  ub." 

"  It's  hard  to  behevc,"  I  said. 

So  it  was,  he  agreed.  That  w;;s  the  exasperating; 
th'mir  about  it.  \lua\s  hard  to  hclicxe.  perhaps,  un- 
til after  all  t!ie  cries  of  wnlf  t!ie  wol,"  came;  until  after 
nineteen  Iiarndess  ilares  the  twentieth  revealed  to  the 
watching  enemy  the  ligurc  of  a  man  above  the  wheat, 
when  a  crackling  chorus  of  bullets  would  suddenlv 
break  the  silence  of  night  by  concentrating  on  a  target. 
Keeping  C(ner  from  German  Hares  is  a  'part  of  the 
minute,  painstaking  economy  of  w  ar. 

Wc  crawled  on  slowlv,  taking  cure  to  make  no  noise, 
till  wc  broi;L:ht  up  behind  two  soKiiers  hugL'ing  the 
earth,  ritlcs  in  hand  ready  to  fire  instantly.  It  was 
their  business  not  only  to  see  the  enemy  tirst,  but  to 
shoot  first,  and  to  capture  or  kill  an\  (  -iw-.m  p.urol. 
The  officer  spoke  to  them  ami  they  answereJ.  Ir 
was  unnecessary  for  them  to  say  that  they  had  b.en 
nothing.  If  tiiey  had  we  should  have  known  it.  1  ie 
was  out  there  less  to  scout  himself  than  to  make  sure 
tliat  they  were  on  the  jub;  that  they  knew  how  to 
watch.  The  visit  was  part  of  his  routine.  We  did 
not  evui  whisper.  Preferablv,  all  whispering  would 
be  done  b;.  anv  (Jerman  natrol  n\a  to  !ia\e  a  I 


J. 


our  barbed  wire  and  overheard  bv  us. 

Silence  and  the  starlight  and  the  tlamp  uhea,;  ;  ut, 
yes,  there  was  war.  'i'ou  heard  gun-tire  half  a  mile, 
perhaps  a  mile,  away;  and  raising  your  head  \oj  saw 
auroras  from  bursting  sliclls.     We  lieard  at  our  backs 
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faintly  snatches  oi'  talk  from  our  trcn-hes  and  fa^n-Iv 
in  jront  the  talk  from  thei:  Ir  sounJal  rather  mi- 
vitiniT  and  friendly  from  buUi  sides,  like  that  ar.u.nd 
some  campfirc  on  the  plains. 

It  seemed  .juite  within  t!ie  bounds  n\  prohabilitv  th.  't 
you  n„;^hr  have  craulcd  .,n  up  to  the  (.ermans  and 
said.  Howdy.  •  But  by  the  time  yoi,  reached  tlic 
edge  of  their  barbed  wire  :md  before  vou  c.uld  pre- 
-.cnt  your  visiting-card,  if  not  sooner,  vou  would  have 
-'_een  hill  ui  holes.  Thjt  was  iust  th  ■  kind  ni  divtr- 
Mun  trum  treneh  monotwnv  for  whi.h  tlic  Germans 
'.vere  looking. 

;^  WJI,  shall  we  .uo  back?  "  asked  the  r,;}i,cr. 

iherc  seemed  no  particular  purpose  in  spending 
the  night_ prone  in  the  uheat  with  vour  ears  cocked 
iike  a  pointer  dog's.  Hoides.  he  had  other  duties, 
exacting  duties  laid  down  bv  the  colonel  as  the  result 
of  trench  experience  in  his  responsihilitv  for  the  com- 
ninn.l  of  a  company  of  men. 

It  happened,  as  we  crawled  back  into  the  trench, 
that  a  tury  of  shots  broke  out  from  a  p.^int  along 
the  line  two  or  three  hur.drcd  vards  awav;  sharp, 
vic.ousshots  on  the  still  night  air,'  stabbing,  merciless 
death  m  their  sound.  Oh,  ves,  there  was  war  in 
1-  i-ance;  unrelenting,  shrewd,  tireless  war.  \  toi;,  1,  of 
suspicion  an>  where  anA  the  hornets  swari-ed 


ft  was  two  .A.M.  Irom  the  dugouts  came  un- 
nrst.a^able  sound,  of  slumber.  M,n  off  dutv  were 
not  kept  awake  by  cold  and  moisture  in  summer, 
llieyhad  fashioned  for  themselves  comfortable  dor- 
mitories in  the  hard  earth  walls.  .\  cot  in  an  o'Ti- 
uT  s  bed  chamber  was  indicated  as  mine.     The  walls 
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ImJ  been  hun^'  with  cuts  i'niin  illustrated  papers  and 
l'..,,V:.p.„'  spread  on  the  Hoor  to  make  it  "  hurne-likc." 
iJc  lay  down  on  the  floor  because  he  was  nearer  the 
door  in  case  he  had  to  respond  to  an  alarm;  besides, 
lie  said  I  would  soon  appreciate  that  I  was  not  the 
ohje.t  of  any  favouritism.  So  1  did.  It  was  a 
irenJi-niade  cot,  fashioned  by  some  private  of  engi- 
neers, 1  fancy,  who  hail  Germans  raider  th.m  the 
American  cousin  in  mind. 

/'  Ihr  vvall  side  of  tlie  rib  th.it  runs  dm.n  the 
middle  IS  the  comfortable  side,  I  ha\c  found,"  said  my 
host.  "It  may  not  appear  so  at  firi.t,  but  you  will 
luid  that  it  works  out  that  way." 

Nevertheless,  one  slept,  his  last  recollection  that  of 
smping  shots,  to  be  awakened  with  the  lirst  strea!.,  uf 
day  by  the  sound  <.f  a  fusillade  —  the  "  morning  hate  " 
or  the   "mornin-  strafe,"   as  it  was  called."'  After 
tlie  \.lm1  (,1   darkness  it  breaks  the  monotony  to  sa- 
lute_  the    dawn    with    a    burst    <,f    rille-shots'.      Eyes 
strained  through  tb.c  mist  over  the  wheat-field  wat'.h- 
ing  for  some  one  of  tiie  enemv  ulu)  mav  be  exposing 
hi.ni.Llt,  unconscious  that  it  is  light  enough   for  him 
to  be  visible.      Objects  which  are  not  men'l>ut  look  as 
if  they  might  be  in  the  ha/y  distance,  called  for  at- 
tention on  the  chance.      lor  ten  minutes,  periiaps,  the 
serenade  lasted,  and  tlun  things  settled  down  to  the 
normal.     The  men  were  yawning  aiul  stirring  fro.-ii 
their  dugouts.      After  the  muster  thev  wuuld  take  the 
places  of  those  who  had  been  "  on  the  bridge  "  dirou'di 
the  night. 

.  ?  ^f'W^^^"  ^'^  '^""'  ''^^'^"  "'^f^'"'  ^'"^^  '^'"1  "-ish  with, 
isn  t  It.-"  I  said  to  the  cook,  who  appreciated  my 
thoughtlulness  when  I  made  shift  with  a  dipjurful.  as 
I  had  dune  on  desert  journeys.     We  were  in  a  trench 
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•t    V.  >tb   .■iu;;...itt.;   v.  .til  water  in   winter,   and   not 

>rc  thr.n  two  mik-s  from  a  town  which  had  a  water 

-171.      But  bringing  a  water  supply  in  pails  along 

narrow  trenches  is  a  poor  pastime,  though  better  than 

bringing  it  up  under  the  rifle-sights  of  snipers  across 

the  lields  iiack  of  the  trenches. 

"  Don't  expect  much  for  breakfast,"  said  the  sirafc-r 
of  the  cliicken.  Hut  it  was  eggs  and  bacon,  the  Brit- 
ish stand-by  in  all  weathers,  at  home  and  abroad. 

J was   going  to   turn   in   and   sleep.     7'hcse 

youngsters  could  sleep  at  any  time;  for  one  hour,  or 
two  hours,  or  five,  or  ten,  if  they  had  a  chance.  A 
sudden  burst  of  riflc-flre  was  the  alarm  clock  which 
always  promptly  awakened  them.  The  recollection 
of  cheery  hospitality  and  their  tine,  buoyant  spirit  is 
even  clearer  now  than  wiien  I  left  the  trench. 
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A    SCHOOL    I\    IJOMBINT, 

sr  specialism  — A  school  on  a  French  farm  — A  U ,son  — "  lin-nb- 
iiiK  them  o'lt  ■■— I-i>;l,ii„j:  in  zi-^ag  traverses  —  Cnhl  Btecl— The 
bomb  storehouse  — Ail  shapes  and  si/cs  —  Revivals  of  K-.u;. 
legionary  days  —  A  home-made  product  — A  fool-proof,  up  to 
the  minute  and  pupular    (except  uith  the  "lioches")    variety. 
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It  was  at  a  hombinjr  school  on  a  IVlucIi  far.i;.  \  lie. 
chosen  soldiers  brnu,yht  back  j'rom  the  trenches  were 
beinj^r  trained  in  the  use  of  the  anarchists'  weapon, 
which  has  now  becume  as  rLspectable  as  the  ritle.  The 
war  has  steadily  developed  specialism.  .M.P,.  dcLn-ees 
for^.NIaster  Bombers  arc  not  beyond  tliL  r.iP'^T^  of  pos- 
sibilities. 

1':  ^  ,ent  was  the  chief  inbtructor,  a  vouni^  Scotch 
subaltern  with  blue  eves,  a  pleasant  smile,  and  a  Cock 
o'    the    North    spirit,      lie    rni-lit   iiavc    been    twenty 


years  old.  thouj^Ii  he  tlid  not  !o( 


'k  !t.      On  his  breast 


was  the  purple  and  white  ribbon  of  tb.e  new  order 
ol  the.Mditary  Cross,  uhiJi  \ou  i^vt  for  doin-  some- 
thing in  this  war  which  would  lia\e  won  \ou  a  \"ic- 
toria  Cross  in  o-it  of  the  other  wars. 

Also  present  was  the  assistant  instructor,  a  scrtTeant 
of  regulars  —  and  verv  muJi  of  a  reuul.ir  —  u  n"  hid 
three  ribbons  which  he  had  won  in  previous  campaigns 
He,  too,  had  blue  eves,  bland  blue  eves.      These  two 
understooil  each  other. 

•'  If  you  don't  drop  it,  whv.  it's  all  right !  "  said  the 
sergeant.     "Of  course,  if  you  do—" 

I  did  nut  drop  it. 

•'  And  when  you  throw  it,  sir.  you  must  look  out  and 
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not  hit  the  man  behind  and  knock  the  bcnrb  out  of  your 
han.!,  Th:it  has  happened  before  to  an  absent-minded 
fellow  wh.o  was  about  to  toss  one  at  the  Boshes,  and 
it  doesn't  do  to  be  abient-rniiuled  when  \ou  throw 
bombs." 

I  hey  say  that  you  sometimes  pick  up  the  Ger- 
man bombs  and  chuck  them  back  before  they  exidode." 
it  was  suij^ested. 

'■  "i  es,  sir,  I've  rcaii  things  like  that  in  some  of  the 
accr-unts  of  vhe  reporters  who  write  from  Somewliere 
in  Irancc.  "l  ou  don't  happen  to  know  where  that  is, 
sir.-'  All  I  Cioi  sa\  is  th.;t  if  \()u  are  j^oiii^  to  do  it  sou 
must  be  (jiiick  about  it.  I  shwuldn't  ad\i>e  dol.n  i;it.,r 
your  decision,  sir,  or  jh  rlLip-,  u  lien  \ou  readied 
dov,  II  to  pi^k  it  up,  neither  vour  hand  nor  the  bomb 
would  be  there.  lIuN'd  have  gone  off  together, 
sir." 

"  1  !a\e  \ou  e\er  been  hurt  in  your  handling  (if 
bombs?  "  I  asked. 

Surprise  in  tli.'  bl.in.i  '.iliic  e\-es. 

"  r)h.  no,  sir!  Bofiibs  are  well  belia\ed  if  you 
treat  them  right.  It's  all  in  being  thoughtful  and 
considerate  of  tliem  1  "  Meanwhile,  he  wa-;  -erking 
at  S(-me  kind  of  a  patent  fuse  set  in  a  sIilH  of  j,:.;'i 
cxpIosi\  e  "  This  is  a  poor  kind,  sir.  It's  been  dis- 
carded, but  I  thought  that  \  ou  might  like  to  see  it. 
Never  did  like  it.      Alwa\s  making  troi:b!e  I  " 

More  distance  b.etue.n  t!ie  audience  and  tlie  per- 
lonrer. 

"Now   I've  got  it,   sir  —  get  down,  sir!" 

1  he  audience  carried  out  instructions  to  the  letter, 

as  army  regMlations  re.juire.      It  got  beliind  the  jiro- 

tection  ot  one  of  rlie  practice-trench  traverses.    *IIe 

threw    the    uis.ard    beyond    another    wall    of    earth. 


V^     MY  YIAK  OF  THE  GRFAT  WAR 

There  was  a  sharp  report,  a  hurst  of  smoke,  and  some 
fragments  of  earth  were  tc,  to  the  air. 

In  a  small  affair  of  two  huiuired  yards  of  trench  a 
week  before,  it  was  estimated  that  the  British  and 
the  Germans  together  threw  about  five  thousand 
bombs  m  this  fashion.  It  was  enough  to  sadden  any 
Minister  of  Munitions.  However,  the  British  kept 
the  trench. 

"  Do  the  men  like  to  become  bombers?  "  1  n^kc^l  fhc 
subaltern. 

"  I  should  say  so!  It  puts  ihem  up  in  front,  h 
gives  them  a  chance  to  throw  somethinrr,  and  they 
don't  get  much  cricket  in  I  ranee,  you  see".  We  had 
a  pupil  here  last  week,  who  broke  the  throwing  record 
for  distance.  lie  was  as  pleased  as  Punch  with  him- 
self. A  first-class  bombing  detachment  has  a  lot  of 
pride  of  corps." 

I .)  bomb  soon  became  as  common  a  verb  witli  the 
army  as  to  bayonet.  "  We  bombed  them  out  "  meant 
a  section  of^  trench  taken.  .As  \ou  know,  a  trench  is 
liug  and  built  with  san.ibags  in  zigzag  traverses.  In 
following  the  course  of  a  trench  it  is  as  if  you  fol- 
lowed  the  sides  of  the  squares  of  a  checkerboard  up 
and  down  and  across  on  the  same  tier  of  squares 
1  he  square  itself  is  a  bank  of  earth,  with  the  cut  on 
Cither  side  and  in  front  of  it.  When  a  bombing  party 
bombs  their  way  into  possession  of  a  section  of  Ger- 
man trench,  there  are  Germans  under  cover  of  the  tra- 
verses on  either  side.  Thev  are  waiting  around  the 
corner  to  shoot  the  iirst  Drliish  iiead  that  shows  it- 
self. 

"  It  is  important  that  you  and  not  the  IJuJu;  eiiuck 
the  bombs  over  first,""  cxpl.vned  the  subaltern. 
"/VIso,  tliat  \ou  get  th.m  iniu  the  right  traverse,  or 
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they  may  be   as  troublesome  to   you   as   to   tli 
crnv." 

With  bombs  bursting  in  their  faces,  the  Germans 
who  are  n  -t  put  out  of  action  are  bhrnlod  anJ  stunned. 
In  the  mo.ncnt  when  they  are  thus  off  guard,  the  ag- 
gressors leap  around  the  corner. 

".•\nd  then?" 

''  Stick  'em,  sir!  "  said  the  matter-of-fact  sergeant. 
"  Yes.  the  cold  steel  is  best.  And  do  it  first !  As  \  I  r. 
MacPherson  said,  it's  very  important  to  do  it  first." 

It  has  been  found  that  something  short  is  handy 
for  this  kind  of  work.  In  such  cramped  quarters  — 
a  ditch  six  feet  ckep  and  from  two  to  three  feet  broad 
— -  the  rifle  is  an  awkward  length  to  permit  of  pronint 
and  skill ul  use  of  the  bayonet. 

"  'ies,  sir,  you  can  mix  it  up  better  with  something 
'}'T''.^'~/"  ^^''"^  ^^^^  British  soldiers  would  come  to 


fightm.^  like   assassins!"   said   the  sergeant 


ou 


It's  nil  t!Mv  *"' 


\\  '> 


must  be  sprv  on  such  occasions 
gathering.  " 

Not  a  smile  from  him  or  the  subaltern  all  the  time. 
They  were  the  kind  you  wou'd  like  to  have  alon-.,^  in 
a  tight  comer,  whether  you  had  to  fv^ht  wi^h  'KniTv-, 
fists,  or  sevcntecn-inch  howitzers. 

The  sergeant  took  us  into  the  storchuuse  where  he 
kept  his  supply  of  bombs. 

"  \Vhat  if  a  German  shell  should  ^ri 
hoiLsc?  "  I  asked. 

"  Then,  sir,  I  expect  that  most  of  the  bombs  w-  ,M 
be  exploded.  IBr)mbs  arc  very  peculiar  in  their  habits 
What  do  you  think,  sir?" 

It  was  no  trouble  to  show  stock,  as  clerks  at  the 
St  :res  sav.  Ho  brou-^ht  forth  all  the  different  kinds 
r-  bombs  that  British  ingenuity  has  invented  —  but  no 
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nut  :.Il  invented.  These  v.oulJ  mount  into  the  thou- 
sands. Every  Britiiii  inventor  who  knows  an\  thing 
about  explosives  has  tried  his  hand  at  a  new  kind  of 
honih.  One  means  all  the  kinds  which  the  British 
\\'ar  Oltlce  has  considered  worth  a  practice  test.  The 
spectator  was  allowed  to  handle  each  one  as  n.uch  as 
he  [ileased.  1  here  had  heen  occasions,  tliat  lii>\ish 
Scotch  subaltern  told  me,  when  the  men  who  w  ere  ex- 
amining the  products  of  British  inf^enuity  —  well,  the 
subaltern  had  sandy  hair,  too,  which  heightened  the 
cflect  of  his  blue  eye. 

I  here  were  yellow  and  green  and  blue  and  black 
and  striped  bomb?;  egg-shaped,  barrel-shaped,  conical, 
and  concave  bombs;  bombs  that  were  exploded  bv  pull- 
mg  a  string  and  by  pressing  a  button  —  .ill  these  to  be 
tlirown  by  hand,  without  mentioning  grenades  and 
other  larger  varieties  to  be  thrown  bv  mechanical 
means,  which  would  ha\e  made  a  Chinese  warrior  of 
Conlucius'  time  or  a  Roinan  legionary  feel  at  lionie. 

1  his  was  the  lirst-Iiorn,"'  the  subaltern  explained, 
"  the  ilrst  tiling  we  could  lay  our  hands  on  when  the 
close  quarters'  trench  warfare  began." 

It  was  as  Out  ut  elate  as  grandfather's  smooth- 
bore, the  tin-pot  bomb  that  both  sides  used  early  in 
the  winter.  A  wick  was  attached  to  the  high  explo- 
sive, wrapped  in  cloth  and  stuck  in  an  ordinary  army 
jam  can. 

"Quite  home-made,  as  you  sec.  sir."  rem.-.rKcd  the 
sergc:mt.  "  L'sed  to  fix  them  up  ourselves  in  the 
trenches  in  odd  hours  —  saved  burying  tlie  refuse  jam 
tins  according  to  medical  corps  directions  —  and  you 
threw  them  at  the  Bcchcs.  I  lad  to  use  a  match  to 
light  it.  \'ery  old-fashioned,  sir.  I  wonder  if  that 
old  fuse  has  got  damp.     No,  It's  going  all  right  " — 
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and  he  tliicw  tli^j  ]:m  pot,  v.hiJi  made  a  good  ex- 
plosion. Later,  wlien  lie  began  hammering  the  end 
ol  another,  he  looked  up  in  mild  surprise  at  the  dig- 
niiied  back-stepping  of  the  spectators. 

"  Is  that  f'.ise  out?  "  some  one  asked. 

*'  Ves.  sir.  Of  course,  sir."  he  replied.  "  It's 
safer.  But  here  is  the  best:  we're  discarding  the  oth- 
ers," he  went  on,  as  he  picked  up  a  bomb. 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  throw  this  crowning  achieve- 
ment of  exper::nents.  It  titted  your  h.unl  nicely;  it 
threw  easiK  :  it  did  t!io  [)usiness;  it  was  fool-proof 
against  a  man  in  love  or  a  war-poet. 

"  We  saw  ai;  -mn  as  this  style  came  out,"  said  the 
sergeant,  "  that  it  w:is  hound  to  be  popular.      I-' 
body  asks  for  it  —  except  the  Bodies,  sir." 
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It  was  the  best  day  because  one  ran  the  pnmut  of  tlic 
mechanics  and  emotions  of  modern  war  w    '  '- 

experience  —  and  o!i.  the  tu  ;-.'sl  ■  in  t!, ,»  \ 

eye  I 

It  was  on  a  Monday  that  1  lirst  met  him  in  the  ball- 
room of  a  lari;e  chateau.     Here  anothu-  •  was 
talking  over  a  telephone  in  nr.  ■    ■ '-cit,   :  .. .  ...sslike 

fashion  about  "sending  up  ni  nbs,"  while  we 

looked  at  maps  spread  out  on  narrow,  im  J 

tables,  such  as  are  used  for  a  buffet  at  a  reception. 
Those  maps  showed  all  the  British  trendies  and  all 
the  German  trenches  — spider-web  like  lines  that  cun- 
ning human  spiuMs  had  spun  with  sp.;J.s  —  in  that 
region;  and  where  our  batteries  wore  and  where  some 
of  the  German  batteries  were,  if  ntir  n.r,,,,!  ,„..  .a^. 
scrvations  were  correct. 

To  the  layman  they  were  simply  blue  p'^nts,  such 
as  he  sees  in  the  o!];cc  of  an  cnL^inccr  or  an  architect, 
or  elaborate  printed  maps  with  iii.^ny  blue  and  red  pen- 

J.J 
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Ciihn^'s.  1  o  tiic  gLnLiai  in  «.orrmanJ  they  were  alive 
with  ritlc-powcr  and  gim-powcr  and  otlicr  powers  nns- 
terious  to  us;  the  sword  with  which  ho  thrust  and 
feinted  and  j^iiardcd  in  the  ceaseless  fencing  of  trench 
warfare,  while  higher  aiithf)rities  than  he  kept  their 
siHTcts  as  he  kept  his  and  bided  their  day. 

1  hat  morning  one  of  t!ie  battalicjns  which  had  its 
pencilled  place  on  the  map  had  taken  a  section  ut 
trcn.h  from  the  Germans  about  the  length  of  two  city 
blocks.  It  got  into  the  orticial  bulletins  of  both  siil«.: 
several  times,  this  two  handred  yards  at  I'ilken  in 
the  everlastingly  "  hot  corner  "  north  of  Ypres.  So 
it  w.is  of  some  importance,  though  not  on  account  of 
its  length. 

lo  take  two  hundred  yards  of  trench  because  it  is 
two  hundred  yards  of  trench  is  not  good  war,  tacticians 
agree.  Good  war  is  to  have  millions  of  shells  and 
vast  reserves  ready  and  to  go  in  over  a  broad  area  and 
keep  on  going  night  and  day,  with  a  Niagara  of  artil- 
lery, as  fresh  battalions  are  fed  into  the  conflict. 

But  the  Germ:ins  hnil  command  of  some  rising 
ground  in  front  of  the  British  line  at  this  point.  Thcv 
could  tire  down  into  our  trench  and  crosswise  of  it.  It 
wab  .IS  if  we  were  in  the  alley  and  they  were  in  a  first- 
flour  window.  This  meant  many  casualties.  It  was 
man-economy  and  tire-economy  to  take  that  two  hun- 
dred yards.  A  scctiim  of  trench  may  always  be  taken 
if  worth  wliile.  Reduce  it  to  duu  with  shells  and  then 
dash  into  the  breach  and  drive  the  enemy  back  from 
zigzag  traverse  to  traverse  with  bombs.  But  such  a 
small  action  requires  as  careful  planning  as  a  big  oper- 
ation of  other  days.  V.'e  liad  takcM  t!ic  two  hundred 
yards.  The  thing  was  to  hold  them.  That  is  alwa\s 
thj  difficuhv:  t'or  the  enemy  will  concentrate  his  guns 
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to  r,]vc  you  the  sirnc  Jo^j  that  v 


oil  save  him.      In  an 


';'-'>;r  after  they  were  in,  the  British  soldiers,  \sho 
knew  exaetly  what  they  liad  to  do  and  how  to  uo  it 
:!lter  iiioiuhs  of  experience,  had  turned  the  wreck  of 
(he  (.eniKui  trenches  into  a  British  trench  which  faced 
toward  Berlin,  ratiier  tlian  Calais. 

In  their  official  bulletin  the  Germans  said  that  they 
had  recovered  the  trench.  They  did  recover  part  of 
It  for  a  tew  hours.  It  was  then  that  the  commander 
on  til.'  German  side  nni'-t  have  sent  in  his  report  to 
citih  the  I.'te  evenin.i;  editions.  Commanders  do  not 
like  to  C(.ntcs3  the  loss  of  trenches.  It  is  the  s-.rt  of 
thinir  that  makes  Headquarters  ask:  "What  is  the 
matter  witli  m,u  over  there,  anyway?  "  7'here  was  a 
tnnc  when  the  German  hullrti'ns  about  the  Western 
front  seemed  rather  truthful;  but  of  late  they  have 
been  getting  into  bad  habit.-,. 

I  he    British   general   knew   what   was   coming;   he 
knew  that  he  would  start  the  German  hornets  out  of 
their  nest  when  he  took  the  trench;  he  knew,  too,  that 
he  could  relv  upon  his  men  to  hold  till  thev  were  told 
to  retire  or  there  were  none  left  to  retire.  '  The  Brit- 
ish are  a  homc-lovii-g  people,  who  do  not  like  to  be 
changmg  their  habitations.      In  succeeding  days  the 
question  up  and  down  the  lines  was.  "Have  we  still 
got  that  trench?  '•      Onlv  two  hundred  yards  of  ditch 
on  the  continent  of  luirope !     But  was' it  still  ours? 
Had  the  Germans  succeeded  in  "  strafing"  us  out  of 
ityet  ?     They  had  shelled  all  the  trenches  in  the  region 
01   the   lost   trench    and   had   made   three   determined 
and  unsuccessful  counter-atta.ks  when,  on  the  fifth  day, 
^vc  returned  to  the  chateau  to  ask  if  it  were  practicable 
to  visit  the  new  trench. 
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shows  that  staff  officers  do  not  !<■  iw  cver\  thin^-.  The 
Germans  possess  hah'  the  knowled-e — 'and  Wiev  arc 
at  preat  pains  not  V)  part  with  their  half. 

\\  e  proceeded  in  our  car  ahjn^^  couritrv  roads,  (uiict, 
normal  couiury  roads       '      '  ■     -  -    ' 

been  written  a 

too  many  times,  that  lite  is  goin,i,r  on  as  usual  in  "the 
rear  of  the  armv.  Xothinn;  could  be  more  wonderful 
and  yet  noth.n-  more  natural.  All  the  men  of  li^ht- 
in-  a^e  were  absent.  Whltc-capped  -randmotiiei ., 
too  old  to  jom  the  rest  of  the  familv  in  the  fields  sa^ 
in  doorway?  sev.in-.  I'verybodv  was  at  work  and 
tne  crops^  were  Kmwinjr.  (.)ne  never  tires  of  remark- 
m;r  the  fact.  It  brin-s  vou  back  from  the  d'struc- 
tivc'  or-v  of  war  to  the  simple,  constructi^e  thin-s 
of  hfc.  An  industrious  pe.,ple  ^n  on  cuUivatinK'  the 
land  and  the  land  keeps  on  producinir.  It  is  pleasant 
to  think  that  the  crops  of  Xoit'iern  I-rancc  were  -ood 


lur  the 


in   1915-    /i'hat  IS  ciieermir  n,;ws  from  home 
soldiers  of  France  at  the  front. 

At  an  indicated  [n.int  we  left  the  car  to  go  forward 
on  toot,  and  the  chauileur  wis  told  to  waic  ^or  us 
at  another  point.  If  the  car  went  any  farther  it 
nu^ht  draw  shell-firc.  Army  auth.^rities  know  how 
far  thcv  mav  take  cars  with  reasonable  safety  as  well 
as  a  pilot  knows  the  rocks  and  shoals  at  a 'harbour 
entrance. 

There  was  an  end  of  uhite-capped  grandmothers  in 
doorways:  an  end  of  people  working  in  the  fields. 
Jxents  m  tne  roofless  walls  of  unoccupied  houses 
stared  at  the  passerbv.  We  were  in  a  <]c:A  land 
One  of  two  soldiers  who;n  we  met  comin-r  from  the 
nppoMte  directum  pointed  at  uhat  looked  like  a  vnnll 
miners  cabm  hall   covered  with  earth,  screened  by  a 
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tree,  as  t!ic  nc\t  headquarters  wliicli  we  were  sci 
in  nur  progress. 

It  was  n>.t  k.r  si^'htsecrs  to  take  the  time  of  the 
Koneral,  who  received  us  at  the  dour  of  \m  da,L;out. 


The  German  cv.ns  iiad 


concentrated  on  a  si 


his  trendies  in  a  way  that  indicated  tl 

tack  was  comin:,'.      One  company  already  iiad  suhcred 


;on  o 


Kit  another  at- 


f 


ica\v  losses 


It  w 


as  an   hour  ot   n 


ibilitv   f( 


eiponsihilitv  for 
the  general  isoLued  in  the  midst  of  silent  fields  and 
houses,  waiting  for  news  from  a  region  hidden  from 
iiis  view  by  trees  and  hedges  in  that  Hat  country.  I  ic 
might  notniove  froin  headquarters,  for  then  he  wiudd 
he  out  ut  communication  with  his  command.  His 
men  were  being  pounded  by  shells  and  the  inexorable 
law  <j(  organisation  kept  hiin  at  the  rear.  I'p  in  tlic 
trench  he  might  ha\e  been  one  helpJe.s  human  being 
in  a  havoc  of  snells  which  had  cut  the  wires.  His 
place  w:;s  where  he  could  be  in  touch  with  his  subordi- 
nates aiul  his  superiors. 

I  rue,  we  wanted  to  go  to  the  trench  that  the  Ger- 
mans had  lost  and  his  section  was  the  short  cut. 
Modcstv  was  not  the  only  reason  for  not  taking  It. 
As  we  started  along  a  road  parallel  to  the  front^the 
head  of  a  soldier  popnetl  out  of  the  earth  and  told  us 
that  orders  were  to  walk  in  the  ditch.  f)ne  judged 
that  he  uas  less  concerned  witli  our  fate  than  with  t!ie 
likelihood  of  our  drawing  tire,  whiui  he  and  the  otliers 
in  a  concealed  trench  would  sutler  at'ter  wc  had  passed 
on. 

There  were  three  of  us,  two  correspondents.  L 

and   myself,    and    R .   an   ofliccr    uhiTi   is   quite 

enough  for  an  expedition  of  this  kind.  Now  wc  were 
hnding  our  en  wav,  with  the  help  <>{  tlie  large  scale 
army  map  which  had  e\ery  house,  every  farm,  and 


roaJs. 

I  he  iiK.rc  hotlKT  in  tak'nu'  cover  tli:U  the  (."cnnans 
can  nuke  t!;e  Hral.h,  the  bettu"  thev  like  it;  anJ  the 
l>i-.t.^M  leturn  t!ie  cu::;pliinent  in  kin.i.  I'vervthln- 
t!iat  h,;rasses  now.-  .■p.^iiiv  is  counted  to  the  .^ooj.  I? 
cvcrv  .he!!  ;u-c>i  ha.i  killcJ  a  man  in  t!iis  war,  dure 

'.\l)Lli,i    Ik;    nil    S'i!,lii';-c    l.O't-    (-,,    );,rl,^    „ .,      .: ,  I.  . ..       ■   1 
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Now  another  Iicadquartcrs  and  another  general, 
also  isolarej  in  a  du^jout,  holding'  the  reins  of  his 
wires  (n  er  u  section  ot  line  adjoininj^r  that  of  the  one 
we  had  just  left.  Before  we  proceeded  we  nuist  look 
over  his  shelter  from  shell-storms.  The  only  time 
that  these  British  generals  become  boastful  is  over 
their  dugouts.  They  take  all  the  pride  in  t!,em  of 
the  man  who  has  bought  a  plot  of  land  and  built 
himself  a  home;  and  like  him.  thev  keep  on  making 
impro\ements  and  calling  attention  to  them. 

I  must  say  that  this  was  one  of  the  best  shelters  I 
ha\e  seen  anywhere  in  the  tornado  belt;  and  what- 
ever I  am  not,  I  am  certainly  an  rxperr  in  dugouts. 
Of  course,  this  general,  too',  said,  "  At  vour  own 
risk:  "'  lie  was  good  nough  to  send  a  young  oili- 
ccr^  with  us  up  to  the  trenches;  then  we  should  not 
make  any  mistakes  about  direction  if  we  wanted  to 
rc.ich  the  neighbourhood  o{  the  two  hundred  yards 
which  we  had  taken  from  the  riermans.  When  we 
thanked  him  and  said  "  (Jood-bye!  "  he  remarked: 

"  We  never  say  good-bye  up  here.  It  tioes  not 
sound  pleasant.  Make  it  uu  rcioir."  And  he,  too, 
had  a  twinkle  in  his  eye. 

By  this  time  one  leg  ought  to  have  been  so  much 
longer  than  the  other  that  one  would  have  walked  in 
a  circle  it  he  had  not  had  a  guide. 

That  battery  which  had  been  near  the  dugout  kept 
on  with  ijs  regular  firing,  its  shells  swee[wng  over- 
head. We  had  not  gone  far  before  we  came  to  a 
board  nailed  to  a  tree  with  the  caution,  "  Keep  to  the 
riglit!  "  If  you  went  to  the  left  you  might  \k-  seen 
by  tile  enemy,  though  wc  were  seeing  nothing  of  him, 
nor  of  our  own  trenches  yet.  J-'vcry  si;uare  \:wA  of 
tins  ground  had  been  tried  out  by  actual  experience, 
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ntthc  cost  of  dead  and  wounded  n;cn,  td!  safe  Lines 
ot  approach  had  been  found. 

Next  was  a  clcarin;,'  station,  where  the  wounded  are 
brought  in  from  the  trenches  for  transfer  to  ambu- 
lances. A  ^huKe  at  tlie  burden  on  a  stretcher  just 
arrivin^r  automatically  framed  the  word.  "  shell-:;;-e:  " 
I  he  stains  tn'errunnin.u  on  tanned  skin  bevond  the 
cdi^es  of  the  wliite^  bandayc  were  a  bri.^ht  red  in  the 
sunlight.  A  khaki  blouse  torn  open,  or  a  trousers 
leg,  or  ^a  sleeve  cut  down  the  seam,  revealing  the 
white  of  the  first  aid  and  a  splash  of  red,  means  one 
man  wounded:  and  by  the  ones  the  thf)usands  come, 
littv  Wounded  men  on  the  floor  of  a  clearing  station 
and  the  individual  is  lost  in  the  crowd.  When  you 
see  the  one  b(jrne  past,  if  tliere  is  nothing  el.-e  to 
distract  attention  you  al\va\s  ask  two  l]!!e'^tions  :  Will 
he  die."  lias  he  been  maimed  for  life?  It  tiie  an- 
swers to  both  are  \o.  you  feel  a  sense  of  triumidi.  as 
ifvou  had  seen  a  human  play,  built  skilfully  around  a 
lite  to  arouse  \our  emotions,  turn  out  happily. 

1  h e  man  has  fought  in  an  honourable  cause:  he 
has  felt  the  \ery  touch  of  death's  lingers.  I  low 
happy  he  is  when  he  knows  that  he  will  get  well !  In 
prosjiect,  as  his  wound  heals  into  the  scar  which  will 
be  the  lasting  decoration  of  his  courage,  is  home  and 
nil  that  it  means  and  those  in  it  mean  to  him.  What 
k:nd  ot  a  h.ome  has  he,  this  private  soldier?  In  the 
slums,  with  a  >^!attern  wife?  Or  in  a  cottage  with  a 
flower  garden  in  front,  only  a  few  minutes'  walk  from 
the  green  tields  of  the  English  countrvside?  —  but  we 
set  out  to  tell  \ou  about  the  kind  of  inferno  in  which 
this  man  got  his  splash  of  red. 

\\  e  c:nrx  to  the  b.uiks  o{  a  canal  which  has  carried 
the  tratlic  of  the  Low  Coi:ntries  tor  many  centuries; 
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!!iL'  can;il  where  the  British  and  French  h.ul  fought 
'•■■■    :   rhcnnopyIa>  in  the  hist  eif^ht  mnntlis.      Alon}^ 
Its  bai.ks  run  rows  of  line  trees  narrowing  in  perspec- 
tive before  the  eye.     Some  have  been  cut  in  two  by 
•le  th'rect  hit  of  a  heavy  shell  and  others  spHntcrcd 
!own,  bit  by  bit.     Others  still  standing  have  been  hit 
iiniiiy  times.      There  arc  cuts  as  fresh  as  if  the  chip 
had  jubt  Hown  from  the  axeman's  blnv,  and  there  are 
'.ars  from  cuts  made  last  autumn  which  nature's  sap. 
nsinj;  as  it  does  in  the  veins  of  wounded  mu}.  has 
healed  while  it  sent  forth  leaves  in  answer  U)  t!ic  c.ll 
o(  v.'i-iiiir  froni  the  remaining  brandies. 

la  this  neiglibourhood  tlie  earth  is  manv-moiitheJ 
w;'Ji  caves  aiul  cut  with  passages  running  from  ca\e 
to  cave,  so  that  the  inhabitants  may  go  and  co.mc  .hid- 
den from  sight.  Jawbor.e  and  H.-irvman  and  Low- 
brow, ot  the  stone  age,  would  be  at  home  here,  squat- 
ting on  their  hunkers  and  tearing  at  their  rav.-  Ivill 
w:th  their  long  incisors.  It  does  not  seen  a  p'r.ue  for 
rr.cn  wlio  walk  erect,  wear  woven  fabrics,  enjoy  a 
written  l:mL'iKu;e.  and  use  soap  and  safety  razors. 
'  )!ic  \\()!i!d  11:, t  be  surprised  to  sec  some  figure  swing 
down  by  a  long,  hairx  arm  frorn  a  branch  (.]'  a  tr^c 
and  leap  i^n  all  fours  into  one  of  the  caves,  where  he 
\u)u!d  receive  a  gibberin.::  welcome  to  the  bo^o,n  of  his 
lariiilv. 

Not  s.;I  IIuddlL\l  in  tML-^.  li'iles  in  the  cartii  are 
Iree-born  men  of  an  oil  utilisation,  who  read  the 
dailv  papers  and  eat  jam  vn  their  bread.  'i"hey  do 
not  want  to  he  there,  but  they  would  not  consider 
themselves  worthy  of  the  Inheritance  of  free-born 
men  if  they  were  not.  Onlv  civilised  man  is  capable 
of  such  stoicism  as  theirs.  They  ha\e  reverted  to  flic 
cave-dweller's  protection  because  their  civilisation  is 
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^-  i^^'iiy  li.'vclopcJ  that  t!ic\  c;in  throw  a  pic  .•  of 
stcj  Vvn<^hjnfT  nnvwhcrc  trur.i  ciuhtccn  to  two  thou- 
sand pounds  anywhere  I'rom  live  to  tucntv  mile-,  with 
merciless  accuracy,  aiij  because  tlie  lie^h  of  mm  is 
even  n!orc  tenu'er  than  in  tlic  cave-vh,ve!kT"s  t!:>'c  not 
to  mention  that  his  hrain-case  is  a  hir-er  tar'^'t     ' 

An  otTiccrcalls  our  attention  to  a  ^heH-v-o^jf  "shelter 
with  the  civic  pride  ot  a  memher  of  a  Ciirnber  of 
Comnicrcc  pointin^r  „ut  f!ie  new  L'nion  Station. 

';  Xot  even  a  hi^'h  evpIo>i\  e  -—  the  kind  tlVithurs^s 
on  !:np.>.t  alter  penetrati.ui  — "  could  -^  into  that'  '" 
i'<-  s:i;.s.  ••  \\  e  make  tlion  f  r  jienerals  and  colonels 
and  thu,e   uno  ha\e   preu'ou     heads  on   th.-ir  shou!- 

With  n:.teria!  and  h^hour.  the  same  nii^dit  hne 
been  cnnstructed  lor  the  soldi,  rs:  wliich  brin'^s  \;s 
back  to  ilie  question  of  munitions  in  th.  eeo-;,,-,re  b^' 
nnce  a-'.nst  a  human  life.  It  was  the  lirst  shelter  of 
tli:s  kind  uhuh  I  had  soen.  ( )ne  never  -oes  up  to  the 
trenches  unhout  se.in-  sometb.in-  new.'  d  lie  defT- 
sive  IS  tireless  in  its  in:4enuitv  in  'saving  \\v,s  and'^ie 
oftensive  ,n  takiny  them.  Safeguards  and  -I'v-^e 
compete  wi-.h  dcstrucliun.  And  w'uit  labour  all  th'^'t 
excavation  v.n,]  con.tru.tion  represented  —  the  cumu- 
lativc  labour  of  months  and  dav-bv-d,:v  repairs  o^"  the 
damage  d.nc  bv  shells.      Alter  a'  bombardment,  cii^ 

otit  the  idLdtren.hes  and  renew  the  .nushed  dugouts 
t'J  .ie  rea.l'.-  tor  another  qo  I 

V^c  w.d's  of  that  communication  trenJi  were  two 

feet  above  our  heads.      We  noticed  tliat  all  the  m  n 

were  m  tlieir^dugouts ;  n^uie  w.re  walkin-  about  in  ti.e 

open.      C)ne  knew  ihe  meanin.ir  of  t.his  barometT  — 

stormv.       Ihe  (ierjii'i'i  "u^n,— .;  -v  m- .  ••    .     r       '    • 
I-     ,    •,,     ,.  '■-i..i...\  ^u.^iKis   AlIc       iUain:'  quite 

lively"   this  alternoon.  "    ^ 
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cat! 


\vc   da, 


not: 


a 


main    sliclls  bLirstincj  f.v 


(T  ^:\  !i:iri  Irc.i  \ards  awav,  in  the  liircctidti  of  tlic 
new  Bri.:s!i  trcnJi;  liut  at  tiiat  liistance  tlicy  ilo  nor 
count.  'I  hen  a  raih-oatl  train  seemed  to  ha\e  jumped 
t!ie  track  and  starred  to  tly.  Fortunately  and  unfor- 
t.;nately,  sound  travels  faster  than  bii;  shells  cf  low 
veliicity;  fortunately,  because  it  t;ivcs  you  time  tf)  he 
u^;dignified  in  takin.Lj  cover;  unfortunatelv.  because  it 
^vcs  you  a  fraction  of  a  second  to  retject  whether 
or  not  that  slu'll  has  your  name  and  your  number  on 
DiiK'out  Street.  I  was  certain  that  it  was  a  bii;  ;,he!l, 
of  the  kind  that  will  Iiiow  a  dugout  to  pieces.  Anv 
one  who  hid  never  heard  a  shell  before  would  !ia\e 
■■  sa-ooched."  a>  the  small  boys  say,  as  instinctiwK  as 
>(iu  draw  back  u;;en  tiie  through  e\i>res-.  tears  past 
the  station.  It  is  ihe  kind  of"  scream  that  makes  vou 
v.ant  to  roll  yourself  into  a  packac^e  about  the  si/e 
ct  a  pea,  while  \<m  feel  as  tail  and  larpc  as  a  catb.c- 
dral,  iuv!L,'..d  b\  tlu  scn>atiuM  that  tr.acis  d-'wn  \()ur 
ba  Js'ione. 

t'n.e  I  was  be::!;:  hoisted  up  a  cHti  in  a  basket,  when 
t'lc  rope  on  tiie  creakin'r  windlass  above  slipped  a 
i<.w  inches.  Well,  it  is  like  that,  or  l:k-  takin^r  a  false 
srep  on  the  cd'^c  of  a  precipice.  Is  the  clock  about 
to  strike  iwehe  or  not?  Not  this  tirn.el  The  bur  " 
was  -Jurty  \ards  away,  alon;;  the  path  we  had  just  t'-,-- 
v.r-.d.  and  the  sound  of  it  was  !;ke  the  burbt  oi' 
sncll  aiid  like  nothing  else  in  tiie  world,  iust  as  t'vj 
svv-lrlin;jr,  borinjj.  <,'rowin,L;  scream  of  a  shell  is  !:I;c 
n.)  other  scream  in  tlie  world.  A  <iic;antic  hantrrer- 
head  sweeps  throu,i;h  the  air  and  breaks  a  steel  drut;;- 
head. 

If  w  c  Ind  cnnie  along  half  a  minute  later  we  shoiiM 
have  liad  a  better  \iew,  and  perhaps  now  we  should 
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have  hern  on  :i  In  i  in  a  hospital  worning  hmv  uc 
ucrc  ftom^  to  pay  the  rent,  or  in  the  place  where, 
liopefu.Iy,  u-o  have  no  worries  at  all.  Bctnecn  walls 
of  earth  the  report  was  deadend  to  our  ears  in  the 
same  way  as  a  revolver  report  in  an  adjoining  room; 
and  not  much  earth  !  .  down  the  backs  of  our 

nccKs  from  the  concui.  ..;. 

r^.okin;:  over  the  parapet.  ...  .„■..  ..  ,;,.,.!  ,.,  ^-.i^, 
Nack  s!r..-kc;  and  wc  heard  the  mitcrv  of  a  r,vm  who 
had  iK-en  hit.     That  was  all.     The  shell  might  have 
struct  nearer  without  our  havjnij  seen  or  heard  anv 
jnore.     Slu:t  in  by  the  gallery  walls,  or-  knows  as 
ittle  of  what  happens  in  an  adjoining  ca>  c  as  a  clam 
buried  in  the  sand  knows  of  what  is  happening  to  a 
nnghhour  dim.     .\  young  soldier  came  half  .tmn- 
hhng  into  the  nearest  dugout.     lie  was  shakin-  his 
head  and  batting  his  ears  as  if  he  had  sand  in  them. 
l-.vujent,y  he  was  returning  to  his  home  cave  from  a 
call  on  a  neighbour  which  had  brought  him  close  to 
tlie  Inirsf. 

"  I  hat  must  have  been  about  six-  or  seven-inch  "  I 
said  to  the  ofiicer,  trying  to  be  moderate  and  casual 
in  my  esti.mate,  which  is  the  correct  form  on  such  oc- 
casions.    My  actual  impression  was  fortv-inch 

■■  N'me  inch,  h.  e.,"  replied  the  expert.  This  was 
gratilying.  It  was  the  first  time  that  I  had  been  that 
near  toa  nine-Inch  shell  explosion.  Its  "cir-'cr,,- 
ahve"  Irightfulness  was  depressing.  Uut  the  expe- 
rience was  worth  having.  One  wants  all  the  ex-H-- 
nences  there  are  — but  only  "close."  \  u'Ji.rht'tu! 
"•ord  that  word  close,  at  the  front! 

Hiit   the   (.-ermans   were   generous   iliat   nftcrnonn 
-\nutlicr  big  scream  seemed  aimed  at  mv  own  iiead. 


liis. 


—  dtsa;;r<.-cJ  -.  ui  mt ;  he  said  that  it  was  aimed  at 
\\  c  dui  not  argue  the  matter  to  the  puint  of  a 


personal  iiuarrol.  for  it  mi-ht  have  UMt  both  our  heads. 
It  burst  back  of  the  trench  abfx.t  as  far  away  as  the 
other  shell.  After  all,  a  trench  is  pretty  narrow 
n.ibon,  c\en  on  a  -unncr's  lar-c  sc:ile  map,  to  hit. 
It  IS  wonderlul  how.  firinc;  at  such  hnvr  rni-re^  f.^.. 
IS  nblc  to  hit  the  trenJi  at  all. 

Tins  was  .11  of  the     •      '  ::h  stvlc.  for  the  time 
bcir^.     Wc  got  some  f  ••-,      • ,  our  nci-hbour- 

hood,  as  wc  walked  nL  .bursting  as  near 

togcth.-r  as  the  t-cks  of  a  clock,  made  almost  no  smoke 
as  they  brought  some  tree-limbs  down  ar  '  '  .... 
a  section  of  a  trunk.  Then  the  thunder  st  rn-  .:iuv  ed 
.Ml  to  amuher  part  of  the  lino.  Onlv.  unlike  the 
thunder  storms  of  nature,  tb'  h  is  mrm-made 

ami  controlled  as  a  fireman  conitois  the  no/zk  of  bis 
hose,  may  sweep  back  a-:iin  and  yet  again  over  its 
path.  .\1!  depends  upon  the  decision  of  a  German 
artillery  of?icer,  jusf  as  whether  or  not  a  Howcr  bed 
shall  ger  another  sprinkle  depends  upon  the  uli!  u( 
the  iiapu'ener. 

\\  e  w  ere  glad  to  turn  out  of  the  support  trenJi  into 
a  communication  trench  leading  toward  tl,e  tr.mt 
trench;  into  another  gallery  cut  deep  in  the  fields,  with 
scattered  shell-pits  on  either  side.  Still  more  soldiers, 
K:!ning  against  the  walls  or  seated  with  their  legs 
stretched  oi.t  across  the  bottom  of  the  ditch;  more 
waiting  soldiers,  only  strung  out  in  a  line  and  as  usetl 
to  the  passing  of  shells  as  people  living  along  the 
c!e\  ated  railroad  line  to  the  pasMnir  of  trains.  Jhey 
did  not  look  up  at  the  screams  b  e  air  any  more 

than  one  who  lives  under  the  trains  looks  up  e\.in 
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time  tli.it  .-nc  jvisscs.  T!ic"rs  was  t!ic  p.isMMty  of  a 
queue  uniting'  in  line  before  the  entrance  to  a  theatre 
or  a  l»al!-proun.l. 

A  senator  or  a  hiwjcr,  used  to  coolness  in  liebatc, 
or  to   presiding  over  great  meetings,   or  to    facing 
crouds  uho  happened  to  visit  the  trenches  could  have 
got  reas&i-.-ance  from  the  faces  of  anv  one  of  the^c 
private  soldiers,  who  had  been  trained  not  to  worry 
about  death  till  death  cnme.     I  larrowing  everv  one 
"f  these  screams,  taken  bv  itself.      InstinctivJv.  xm- 
necessarily,  >ou  dodged  ;,r  tlmse  uhlJi  w^Te  low  — 
unnecessarily   because  they   were    from    liritish   -uns 
No  <langer  from  them  unless  there  was  a  ^hmt  fuic 
I -the  soldiers,  tiie  I  ,w  screams  brought  the  (K'l'j-ht 
o    ha\ing  blows  struck  ivmn  tlicir  side  at  the  cnemv, 
\vIi,.:m  they  themselves  could  n(jt  strike  from  their  re- 
s(.T\  e  pn>it!on. 

I-ur  wc  w,T'.-  i;n,kr  the  eur\iiig  sweep  of  !.,,«h  the 
hntish  :.nd  the  (.ermaa  shells,  as  tliey  passed  In  the 
air  on  the  wr.y  t.)  tlieir  targets.  It  was  like  stand- 
jug  Ivtween  two  railroad  tr.uks  with  trains  goin-r  hv 
m  opposite  directions.  Vuu  came  tn  ditlerentiat-T  be- 
tween the  multitudinous  screams.  "  Our-,!  "  von  ex- 
claimed, with  the  same  delight  as  when  vou  see  th't 
yoar  side  has  the  ball,  'ihe  spirit  of  battle  contest 
rose  m  n.u,.  i  lure  was  an  aid  of  philosophv. 
Ihese  soldiers  in  the  trenches  were  vcur  '-artisans 
Fvery  JJntisIi  shJl  was  working  fur 'them  and  for 
you,  givmg  blow  for  blow. 

_  'llie  score  of  the  contest  of  battle  is  in  men  elwwn ; 
in  killed  and  wounded.  !  or  cvcr^  m:in  d^wn  on  vour 
side  you  want  two  men  down  on  the  enemv's  S-^-t 
ceases.  It  is  the  ti-ht  between  a  burglar' with  "a  re- 
v.'Uer  m  In.  hand  and  a  knife  between  his  teeth;  and 
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n  wounJcd  man  brought  alnrip;  the  trcncli.  a  visible, 
intiinatc  prooF  of  a  hit  In-  the-  enemy,  calls  for  niurc 
anJ  harder  blou>,, 

L-'okliig  over  tlic  I'.ir.ipet  of  the  communication 
trench  you  saw  fields,  lifeless  except  for  t!ie  sinjiinj? 
birds  in  the  wlie.n,  who  had  also  the  spirit  o(  battle"! 
■Jlic  more  sheds,  the  more  thev  warble.  It  was  al- 
ways so  on  summer  days.  15ct\\  ecn  the  screams  you 
henrd  their  full-pit*. !ied  chorus,  str!\In^'  to  make  it- 
■  ''^  ^'VM\]  in  competition  with  the  son;.^  of  Cienmii 
a  and  liriti>li  ri.'>;sra!Ke.  .Mn-tlw  the  birds 
.     1   to  take  cover  Ike   mankind ;   but   1   s;'.w  one 

.etp  up  Irom  tfie  golden  sea  of  ripening  ;.'rain  to- 
■■    ird  the  men-brothers  with  their  wint;s  of  cl(!tli. 

_  Was  this  real,  or  w.ib  it  e.\travai:an/a  ?  I'ainted 
airships  and  a  p-.'jued  siirnmiT  sky?  "  'i  he  audacity  of 
those  British  a-rmen!  iwo  of  them  ueie  spotting 
the  work  of  British  ;,nnis  bv  tiicir  shell-hursts  and 
watching  for  j;un-!j ashes  uhi.h  uoii'd  reveal  concealed 
(lerman  buttery  positions,  and  \".  hi^;  erin;,^  results  by 
V. ireless  to   t.heir  own   batteries. 

It  is  a  sreal  sune.  Seven  or  eiidit  t.'iousan  1  feet 
hiudi.  directly  over  the  British  [ilanes,  is  a  >injL-  Taubc 
cruisin-  for  the  same  purpose.  It  looks  like  a  beetle 
with  j,M).,vimer  uin^s  suspendeil  from  a  li-ht  cloud. 
1  he  British  a\iati)rs  are  so  low  that  thi.'  bull\.c\e 
identification  marks  are  tlistinctly  visible  to  the  nake^l 
c\e.  1  ticv-  are  phuinL'  in  and  out.  like  the  short  stop 
and  second  baseman  around  secmd.  there  in  t!ie  \erv 
arc  of  the  passing  rhells  from  iioth  sides  iired  at 
other  t.'rgets.  But  scores  of  otiier  sliells  are  mo-t 
decidedly  meant  for  tiieni.  In  tlie  midst  of  a  lu\.- 
work  of  puffs  of  shrapnel  bursts,  which  slowly  spread 
ui  the  still  air.   from  the  German  anti-aircraft  guns. 
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JIk-v  (lip   and   rise  and  turn   In   skilful   dud^in.r 
Ien,:;tli.  one  retires  for  lmx-J:  pmh.i'^Iv   ''     '"^'   '"" 


At 


i!'^  pliinccldrli 


ha.  !-,Lc..mL'  tot.  riujcli  Lkc  a  sieve  innn  .liraM„,  |  |,-a. 


I'JI'C     Uc 


nuiits  to  ri;/Kiin  ■.\]nl't  It-nircr. 

CouK'  u'run,  l!crr  Tauhe.  co-ne  down  „,,.,,■  ^u 
cm  tiavcashntar-.Mu!  ( .cr  in  the  yanu' !  Vn„  ,-1- 
s^c  better  at  the  altit.d.  of  th,  Br;,:;),  airni.n  !  Hut 
i  lur  I  aulK'  always  stays  hi:;h  —  the  ilr'er  \  n^  n(  :l,e 
;'"■•  '  'I  o.iirse.  It  was  not  so  exritin;,'  as  the  pictures 
tliat  arti>!.,  .h^Kv.  Lut  it  was  real. 

I'\ery  kind  ..f  ,!,,]!  ^as  hein-  fired,  low  and  hi^di 
veiotitv,  sniall  ..'aA  \m-^c  caiihre.  <  )ne-twn-tl,ree-f,nr 
in  quK^  Miae,-iun  as  the  r.-ll  ,,f  a  drum.  Cm,;-  (,er- 
|J!.ni  slu'lls  hiir.t  in  Inie  uu  in  tlie  re-ir,;,  vJiere  x 
^.ne  inade  oursehes  masters  of  the  German  tren. 
iJiitish  shells  resp.»nded 


we 
1. 


'•  f  ) 


u  rs 


;.nn 


.^^-'\^'-^  ;y^-uU  d:.ked  h..r.,re  [  spoke,  as  vou 
'"';:  it  it  a  pellet  ot  steel  wei;:hinL^  a  couple  of  Irni- 
iii-t;l  p<,unds.  g,,mg  at  the  rate  of  .i  tlsousand  v  ird.  a 
^c^'n^l  or  more,  passed  within  a   f .  u-  Nards  of  vnur 

'V  ,^r'^'''\'"   '''-^^  "•>^"'  I*-!<ini:;nto   the  Vaee 

<'f  a  M,K.ie:-._who  was  smilin-  dhe  smile  was  not 
scornful,  but  ,t  was  at  least  amused  :;t  the  expense  of 
the  sit^htseer,  who  had  dodi;ed  cne  ..1  our  own  shells 
Jn  addition  to  t!ie  ropiraiors  in  case  <d  a  possible 
fias  attack,  supphed  by  that  statt  oflicer  with  a  twinkle 
1"  Ins  eNe.  we  n.xM]  a  steel  rod  fastened  to  the  h,ck 
oi  uur  tK-.;s  and  runnm-  down  our  spinal  columns  in 
cTvKt  :o  p.escr\-c  our  di.unitv. 

\\c   v^ere  witnessin;;  what  is  called  the   "  artille-v 
r'-^r:<!-ali-  n  '  .r  an  Infantry  attack."  whkh  was  to  fv 

tn  reenv  err.  :,  t_..  ,lH:nd.-ed  yanls  of  trench  from  the 
^"  ■'■■''•      '^'■•:   ''>'    f-^rmans  did  not  limit  their  atten- 
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tion   to  tlic  lost  trench   a!..nc.      I:    v,  ^s  hottest  ti 


I  round  the  hend  of  our  line,  i 

tf'.erc  t!iev  must  n::u;!  tl 


icrc 
roin  our  \  :cu--;v)int ;  for 


trem 


into 


.■ind   cut  tl 


ic    hnrli 


fdrnil 


CSS 


.///; 


'■arts 


V,  1 1 


c   in    Iront  of    it  hcforj   the 
cIi  {\-\ic  was  iTiadc. 

"'hcv  touch  up  all  (he  trenJies  In  the  nei^Iihmir- 
M;'<'d  tr)  Keep  US  LTuessm-'"  said  the  ollicer.  "  heforo 

'i'y^    '"^''^^    ;''V   '^^'-'I   o.:...ntra:inn.     So    it's   prettv 
tfiic,<.  ;in)und   this   part." 

I'  Which  niiL,r|,r  inJudc  tlie  cnminunication  trench^  " 
•Certaudv        J  his   makes   a   K"od   line   shut.      Vo 
doubt  thev  u:ll  spare  us  a   few  uhen  thev  think  it  is 
('i;r_t:;rn.      We   do   t!ie   same   tlimj.      So   it   ..-„..'• 

I  mn,  the  varietv  <.f  scream^  of  hi^r  shells  "^n.]  hltlc 
she  Is  and  -jcrea:-,  h:ir,owin-ly  close  and  reassurin^Iv 
'"Kh.  uiiiJi  Mere  indicated  as  ours,  one  was  war- 
ranted in  -u--est;n-  tJiat  the  i5ritidi  '.u-e  doin^  co... 
sidera!)Ie    artillery    prei-irat ion    r'       isdves. 

"  We  niust  ^ive  them  as  good  ...  thev  sen. 1  —  and 
more. 

-More  seemed  correct. 

"  fhose  dose  .,n.'s  >ou  hear  are  doubtless  mc-^n 
-r  the  tn.nt  (.erman  tren.h,  ub,i,b  .iccounts  for  thei 
lew  traieetor\  :  the  otiicrs  for  their  support  trench.' 
oranv  battery  p.-sitions  tint  our  planes  hu\e  1 -cned  " 

We  c<udd  not  see  where  the  Hriridi  -^liells  wer- 
V  iKin^.  \\,.  o.uld  judue  onlv  of  the  accuracy  of 
M'Mie  ot  the  (.erman  Ire.  Cnsidu-in:;  the  .torni 
iK-iiiK  visir.d  on  the  su;.port  tren.!i  uir,;i  we  had 
r.ist  left,  we  were  more  than  ever  L,'!,id  to  be  out  of 
.t.  .Artdlerv  istheuar  burdar-s  iin-nn:  but  it  has 
t"  h.itter  the  house  mto  ruins  and  .nvsb  all  the  plate 
and  blow  up  the  sate  and  kill  n>ost  of  t.he  famih-  be- 
tore  the  burglar  can  enter.      Clnuds  of  dust  rose  fro.n 


nt 
r 
s 
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the  oxploMons:  liinl^s  of  trees  were  lopped  r,ft  by  tor- 
nnd(->cs  (,t'  srci.'l  luiil. 

I  iiLTcI      I.d.tk  at  that  tree  I  " 
jii  tr.uit  of  ;.  portion  of  the  British  support  trench 
n  feu-  ill  a  line  of  stately  sha.le  trees  were  still  staiui- 
Mi.iT.      A     (.erman     shell,     about     an     ei-ht-iiiJi,     (,!ie 
u  il.i,'e(i,   striiek    fairlv   in   the   trunk   of  one   alxna   the 
s.:nie  heii^nit  from  the  ground  as  the  lurnbernian  sinks 
l;is  axe  in  the  bark.      '1  he  shiinimer  of  iMt  -as  spread 
out    Irorn    the    point    of    explosion.       1  hr(Hiuh  'it    as 
t.'irou-h    an    aureole    one    saw    that    twehe    inches   of 
^reui  wo(h1  had  been  cut  in  two  as  neatly  as  a  thistle 
ftein  is  se\ered  by  a  sharp  bb.w  from  a  walkin--stiek. 
I  he  body  (jf  the  tree  was  carried  across  the  s;dint- 
r.-ed  stump  with  crushin^  imjiact  from  the  i>ower  of 
;is   lli-ht,   plus  the  power  ui  the  burst  of  the  explo- 
v\-e   charge   which   broke   the    shell-jacket   into   slash- 
\r.'r   i raiments;   and   the    towerin.:;  column   of   limbs, 
branches,   and   foliage  laid   its   length   on  the  ground 
v.:ili  a  majestic  dignity.      Which  sli.nvs  what  one  shell 
can  do,   one  of  three  which  buist  in  the  neighbour- 
hood at  the  same  time.      In  time,   the  shells   would 
get  all  the  trees;  make  them  into  chips  and  spimrers 
and  tocjthpiiks. 

"  I"d  rather  that  it  would  liit  a  tree-trunk  than  mv 
trunk,"  said  L . 

'•  Hut  you  would  not  have  got  it  as  badlv  as  the 
tree."  said  the  otiicer  reassuringlv.  "  The  sub-t,::ue 
would  have  been  too  soft  for  suflicient  impact  ior  a 
burs.      It  would  have  ijonc  right  through!" 
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Wi'hou,    nnv    nnTS,h.,;."_Tcn    nt    a    dupou,-Ovcr    ,he    wir„ 
C-.rnun  Uc>:  Afica  i.iien    -  Tlav  u,.;  with   >ica,h  _  A  ,r... 
[,;  7  ':  ';'^,"'=^^^"-  '-'^t  of  car,h"-G„od  manner,  of 

the  ..cKfu^-AnJ  danocracy -"  The  ,ncn  uho  w.!l  rule  Kn^- 


bnd--A   pensojpe  ulance  at   t!ie  (ierman  t;  .nd.  -  A   •'di'r'xt 
t"t       for   tlie    liritivh— "H„ri  " 
L'lider    heaw   tire- 


we    are    t!:c    hluii 


"ilHUK  "P  ahead:  "—A  gas  shell — 
•l-U  tuaiin-  i;p  prouse  to  the  -uns  and 
-Crash'— And    safe    apaiti'  — A    "diad 


hear-  to  CO.  er- A  touch  of  '•  nerve.  "- Hack  to  the  dead  land 
uelui'.d  the  trciiches. 

At  battalion  hcaj,]uartcrs  in  the  front  trenches  tlie 
^-Uta  K.n  surg,.-on  had  just  amputated  an  arm  uhiJ. 
liad  been  niaijlcd  by  a  shell. 

"  Without  anv  ani'.thetic,"  he  explained  "  Xo 
c';-ince  It  we  sent  Imn  back  to  the  hospital.  J  Ic  would 
die  on  the  way.     Stood  it  very  well.     Already  chirk- 

-A  lamily  practitioner  at  home,  the  doctor,  when  the 
war  bt^^gan,  had  left  his  practice  to  <ro  with  his  Ter- 
ntonal  battalion.  He  retains  the  familv  praaiiion- 
cr  3  cheery,  assunnir  manner.  I  Ic  is  the  kind  of  man 
who  makes  you  {c,\  better  immediatelv  he  comes  into 
tlie  sicK-rcom;  who  has  alrcadv  made  v.,u  for-ct  your- 
sell  when  he  puts  Ins  !in,^cr  on  vour  pulse.  Chcrc  are 
thousands  at  that  kind  at  home.  Probably  -  ou  have 
sent  a  hurry  telephone  call  for  his  like  more  tlian 
once. 

"  'I'he  same  thing  that  we  might  have  done  in  th-^ 
Lrnnea,      he    cont:nL.cd.    "only    we    have    antiseptics 

3J5 
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now.  U's  wonderful  Ikiw  little  \')u  can  wnrk.  with 
anil  how  excellent  the  results.  Strong,  hcaltlu  men, 
thise,  with  {^rcat  recuperative  power  :uul  discipline 
aiul  resolution  —  very  -''fftr-'nt  piticnts  from  tliosc 
we  usually  operate  on." 

Tea  was  served  inside  th-.  Ivnialinn  ci);nnia:uK  r's 
ihi'  ''It.  Tea  is  as  essential  every  afterr.oon  to  the 
Br  r:,.h  as  ice  to  the  a\  erag;e  .\incrican  in  summer. 
T'uv  don't  tl'.ink  nf  getting  on  without  it  if  they  can 
possibly  have  it.  and  it  is  part  of  the  rations.  As 
'.\-cM  take  cigarettes  awr.y  from  those  who  bmoke  as 
ten   from  the  British  soKJier. 

It  was  very  much  like  tea  outsiJe  the  trendies,  so 
far  as  any  signs  of  perturbation  a.'iout  >!il!1>  atul  cas- 
u.dties  were  concerned.  In  that  the  Ivittalion  com- 
mander had  to  answer  telegrims,  it  li  id  t!ie  aspect 
of  a  busy  man's  sandwich  at  li;>  Jcsk  lor  KiiKhv'iM. 
( iood  news  to  ciieer  the  function  had  ]vrA  coine  over 
the  network  of  wires  '>',Iuc!i  connects  up  the  whole 
army,  from  trendK^  to  headtjuarters  —  good  news  in 
the  mid^t  of  the  shelN. 

CJer;n,Mi  \\\s-:  \iVi:a  Jiad  fallen.  IjotJia,  who  \eas 
fighting  against  the  IJritidi  tii'eeM  years  ago,  had  taken 
it  f.ghting  for  the  British.  A  suggestiv-e  thought 
that.  It  is  iiiitii,})  cliaracter  that  brir.gs  ev.ernies  hke 
Botha  into  the  foil;  t!ie  isM,  i.',v)oJ-iiatureJ.  s.'ort^- 
manlike,  live-anddetd;\  e  idea,  whidi  has  something  to 
do  with  keeping  the  L  iiited  States  intact.  A  !i(i.!"d 
with  tlie  news  on  it  in  (jerman  was  put  up  o\er  the 
British  trenches.  Natura.Ilw  the  hoard  was  ^'i  't  hill 
of  lioles;  for  it  is  clear  th.u  th.e  Cjermans  are  not  \et 
rea<ly  to  come  into  the  British  limpire. 

"  llans  and  Jacob  we  ha\e  named  tliem,"  saiJ  the 
tohmel,   reterrin  '  to  two  Cj\ri:i.i!js  who  were  buried 
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hack  of  Ills  (iu;;nut.  "  \\\  i!u!l  uji  h-ro  v.hcn  the 
/)"(//(••;  a  If  not  shelling,  so  \vc  let  our  iniu^nnations 
})l;iy.  W'c  hi)Ki  cnrncrsatif)ns  with  Hans  and  Jacob 
in  our  lonu  watches.  Hans  is  fat  anJ  chcorhil  and 
f'-ustinii:.  I  !>-•  i)i.lA\cs  cvcrythinnr  that  the  Kaiser  tells 
him  and  has  a  thccrt'ul  disposition.  I'ut  Jacob  is  a 
professor  and  a  I'earfiil  'strafcr.'  It  seems  a  little 
j^rucsome.  doesn't  ir,  hut  not  after  you  have  been  in 
.';c  tr^'nches  for  a  while." 

A  tie  gruesome  —  true!  Xot  in  the  trenches  — 
true,  lOo!  \\  lu'rc  all  is  satire,  no  incongruity  seems 
out  of  place.  I  iff  plays  in  and  out  with  death;  they 
inti Trniu'.'^le;  tluv  look  each  other  in  the  face  an. I  say, 

I  kp.'pv  you.  \^'t■  dwtll  together.  let  us  smile 
when  we  nia\,  at  whit  v,c  mav,  to  hidi'  ?'"■  < !?  it-:)rf;T 
ot  our  comrad'-ship  ;  tor  to-morrow — " 

Ouh  h.df  ,n  ivi-r  b.  f'Tc-  one  of  the  otiiccrs  liad 
been  shot  throuL'h  tJK  iu-.-.d  In'  a  sniper.  He  was  a 
popuhir  oltitir.  I  lie  ofher^  lin<l  messed  with  him 
and  marched  v.  irh  hiui  an  1  knov,  u  him  in  the  fulness 
of  atieetior.  <i[  c  "'irad'- nH'p  in  ai-ms  and  dangers 
^harcvi.  A  he;!rtiTi..ik  i«.r  souie  home  in  !  tv'anti. 
No  one  dwelt  va  the  incident.  V\'hat  was  tin. re  to 
say?  d  he  trembling  I'p.  trembling  i,.  spite  of  itself, 
was  the  onlv  outward  si^n  o|  the  tlepth  ot  ." -fling  that 
woriis  could  not  retlect.  at  t.a  in  the  dugout.  The 
^  ;bject  was  changed  to  something  about  the  living 
Hjic  !7Uist  carr\-  on  cheerfully;  one  must  be  on  the 
alert:  one  must  p!a\  his  part  serenelv,  unflinchinglv, 
li'r  the  sake  ot  the  nerves  around  him  and  lor  his 
own  sake.  SuJi  fortitude  becomes  automatic,  it 
would  seem.  l"i  ase,  I  mu-t  tv»t  hesitate  about  hav- 
ing a  slice  ot  cak  ■.  1  he\  manageii  cake  without  any 
ditliculty  up  there   in  the  trenches.      And  who  if  n<jt 
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n^'  n  in  the  trenches  was  entitle.!  to  cal<e.  1  ^houlJ  like 
to  K n (1  w  ."' 

'•  It  u;is  here  that  he  was  hit,"  another  officer  said. 
a^  we  mo\ed  on  in  the  trcneh.  "  I  le  was  sa\;n,^  thit 
the  sandbars  were  a  little  weak  there  and  a  luilia 
miizht  ixo  throii.'h  ;ind  catch  a  man,  uiio  thoui:ht  liim- 
self  sat'ely  under  cover  as  he  walked  alonu;.  I  le  h:'d 
started  to  lix  the  sandbars  himselt  when  he  ^ot  it. 
The  hullet  came  ri^'ht  through  the  top  of  one  of  the 
ba,L!;s  in  t i^ont  of  hini. 

A  InilKt  makes  the  merciful  wound:  and  a  bullet 
through  the  iie.'d  is  a  simple  wav  of  izoini^.  I  he  bad 
wounds  come  nvistU  from  shells;  but  there  is  some- 
tiiinf^  ,iiiout  secin;:;  :;n\  one  hit  bv  a  snrper  which  is 
mi're  horriiWe.  it  is  a  cold-blooded  kind  ot  kdim^;, 
more  su<.'i;esti\  e  '<\  munler.  this  siuLile  shot  from  a 
sharpshooter  waiting  as  patientlv  ;i.^  a  cat  tor  a 
mouse.  ai:ncd  d.etSnitely  to  take  the  life  of  one  m,:n. 
A'^ain  we  mo\-e  on  in  that  narrow  cut  ol  earth  with 
its  waitini:;  soldiers,  which  the  world  knows  so  well 
frotn  reading  tours  of  the  trenches.  No  one  not  on 
watch  m;ij;ht  show  his  hea.d  on  an  afternoon  like  this. 
The  men  were  jirisoners  between  those  walls  of  earth; 
n>^t  even  spectators  of  what  the  guns  were  doin.g; 
simplv  moles.  Thev  tof.k  it  all  as  a  part  of  the  dav's 
v.ork.'with  that  singular,  redoubtable  combination  of 
r.ritish  phlegm  and  cheerfulness. 

Of  course,  some  of  them  were  eating  bread  and 
marmalade  and  making  tea.  Where  all  the  marma- 
lade goes  which  .Mr.  Atkins  uses  for  his  personal 
munition  in  i'ghting  th.c  (iermans  pu/zles  the  Army 
Service  Corps,  whose  business  it  is  to  see  that  he  is 
ne\er  without  it.  How  could  he  sit  so  calmly  under 
shell-tire    without   marmalade?      Ne\er!      lie    would 
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pet  tij;^ctty  and  ''or;:;c't  his  lesson,  I  am  s'lrc,  like  the 
boy  vJv)  h.ul  the  button  which  he  was  used  to  ti!;;^er- 
ing  r^nrucJ  betore  ho  went  to  recite. 

.\ny  minute  a  shell  may  come.     .Mr.  .\tkiiis  does 
nor  think  ot  that.      'I  ime  enouL''h  to  think  after  it  iias 


a'Ti\  ci 


1.      Tlien 


pernaps  tlie  hunal  rart\  -.vill  ! 


•ha; 


le  ill  'in-: 


yiHir  thinkini,'  tor  you;  or  if  not,  the  doctors  and  the 


nurses  v,  iio 


loo; 


after  vou  will. 


I  nc'ted  certain  acts  of  fellowship  of  comrades  uho 
are  all  in  the  sanie  boat  and  ha\e  learned  unsellish- 
ness.  When  thev  got  up  to  let  \()u  pass  and  mui 
smiled  y(jur  thanks,  you  recei\"ed  a  much  pleasanter 
smile  in  return  than  you  will  froin  many  a  well-fed 
{gentleman,  who  has  to  stand  aside  to  let  you  enter 
a  restaiirant.  'I  he  manners  of  the  trendies  are  good, 
better  than  in  many  places  where  good  manners  are 
a  cult. 

'Ihere  is  no  better  place  to  send  a  spoiled,  undisci- 
plined, bumptious  youth  than  to  a  Hritish  trench.  I  le 
would  learn  that  there  are  other  men  in  the  world 
besides  himself  and  that  a  shell  can  kill  a  rich  brute 
or  a  sehish  brute  as  readilv  as  a  poor  man.  Democ- 
racy there  is  in  the  trenches;  the  democracx  wlure 
all  men  are  in  tiic  presence  of  death  and  "ha/ing" 
parties  need  not  be  organised  among  the  stuilents. 

But  there  is  another  and  a  greater  element  in  tl:e 
practical  psychology  of  the  trendies.  1  he-e  g.iod- 
natured  men,  fighting  the  bitterest  kind  of  warfare, 
without  the  signs  of  brutality  which  we  associate  w:t!i 
the  prize  fighter  and  the  bully  in  their  faces,  know 
why  they  are  fighting.  They  consider  that  th.eir  dutv 
is  in  that  trench,  and  that  they  C(Hild  not  ha\e  a  title 
to  manhood  if  they  were  not  there.  After  the  war 
the  men  who  have  been  in  the  trenches  will  rule  Lng- 


1  I 


t)!    1  i;i:  (.i^r.AT  wak 


:    spirit   and   their   tliinking   'aiH    laslunn 
'     f  tivillsation.  ami  tlic  iiK-n  who  1i:imj 
.....  bear  the  wurst  scars  Irojii  t!ic  wai. 
!ous   it  is  that  men  shituld   be  iiinlcs.   per- 
haps; but  at  the  same  time  there  is  something;  sub- 
litiie  in  the  fLllowship  of  their  courage  and  purpose, 
.IS  tluy  "sit  anil  take  it."  or  frmni  af^ainst  attacks, 
wI'.lKUit  the  passion  of  battle  (I   tlie  ;K1  d.iys  ct   ex- 
cited chrr  I  quick  results,  and  '.s.aJi  tb.e  toll  pass 
by  from  ln-u;"  to  hour.      Borne  by  ccniradcs  pli.ka'.ijk 
we  saw  the  v. oundevi  carried  al'ini:  that  passa;.^e  too 
narrow    for   a    litter.      A    s;->la-h    of   M'ud.    a    white 
band               '  :•'.;'    lor!!i  I 

I"or  tile  bccond  permissible  —  periscopes  are  tv.nipt- 
in"  tarticts — 1  Itujked  throuuli  one  over  tlie  top  ot 
tl;e  parapet.  Another  fdni  1  A  bi._;  Hritidi  Kd.'.ire 
shell  went  crashinff  into  the  (ier:!i;iM  paiipet.  I  l.c 
ilust  from  sandbags  and  dugouts  merged  i:Uo  :.n  mo- 
mense  cloud  of  u^ly,  lilack  smoke.  As  the  cli>ud 
rose,  one  saw  the  figure  <'i  i  ( leivnoi  dart  out  ot 
^ight:  thui  notliinii;  was  \;;.ibl-  I'ur  the  ^.ip  whi^li  the 
explosion  has  made.  No  wl'-e  (iLrman  uouKl  ^^.o^^" 
himself  there.  British  snipers  were  ualchi:;:;  tor  him. 
At  least  half  a  do/en.  perhaps  a  ^core.  ol  nx':i  iiad 
been  put  out  b\  tiiis  s:ni;!e  "  direa  hit  "  (^1  an  h.  e. 
'  '    'i    explosi\e).      ^  es,    ihe    I'ritish    gunners    were 


-i:n{:j  well,  too.      ( )iher  ['erls^opic  glimpses  prr)\  <  d 


It. 


Tiirnuirli  tlie  periscojv  we  leanual  also  that  t!ie 
two  lines  oi  sandbags  ol  (ier':;an  and  l'r>'-<li  trenches 
were  drawing  nearer  together.  Anutlier  wounded 
man  v^-as  brought  hv. 

"  r!K\'re   bombing  up  aluad.      lie  has  just  been 


hit 


In   .1  bomb."' 


Moi'ir  in-r  day 


J-r 


As  wc  drew  asivk-  to  make  roum  ior  him  to  y 
once  more  the  civilian  realised  his  helplessness  .     1 
unimportance.     One    snlJiiT    was    worth    ten    T- 
Ministers  in  that  p!.  »vere  as  consi  ' 

!Hii!  i)  pro  pas  as  an  oiii.-»iu>.r  ut  a  bai.k.  directors'  nicvi- 
injf  (jr  in  a  football  scrimina^ic.  The  otticer  politely 
reinindeil  us  of  the  necessity  of  clhow  room  in  the  nar- 
row (juarters  for  the  bombers,  who  were  hidden  i 
view  by  the  /iff/a;^  tra\erscs,  and  I  was  not  s«»ri>, 
thou^li  perhaps  my  companions  were.  If  so,  they 
ilid  not  say  so,  not  bein^  talkative  men.  We  were 
not  going  to  see  that  two  hundred  yards  of  captured 
trench  that  was  beyond  the  bombing  action,  after  a'!. 
Oh,  the  twinkle  in  that  staff  ot^icer's  eye  I 

''  A  /).')< //<•  {;as  shell!  "  wc  were  told,  as  wc  passed 
;!!!  inf.  .::i;,;l  excavation  in  the  communication  trench 
<n  our  way  back.  "Asphyxiating  effect.  No  U:nc 
til  put  on  respirators  wb.en  one  explodes.  Laid  out 
halt  a  tio/en  men  like  fis}].  jaspinjj:  for  air,  but  they 
v, ,'!   ri.\  .  A  cr." 

■'  i  he  A'o,  !ii-s  want  us  to  jiun  y  I  ""  exclaimed  I. . 

i  JK-y  v.cre  giving  tlie  comm'.snication  trench  a  turn 
at  "  srrating,"  nftw,  and  shells  were  urgently  dropping 
iKliin.l  i;s.  I  (ic'c  u;!s  no  use  of  trying  to  respond  to 
one's  natural  inLlinatinn  to  run  away  from  the  pursu- 
ing showcT  \',  Ikh  \ 


M'l   h:\i\   U' 


.1  !;. 


vini  went. 
'■  I'  ,^  1. 


■  >^  nr  what  v.c  are  going  into  I  i  his  is  like 
heating  up  grouse  to  the  guns,  and  we  are  the  birds! 
[  :ini  woiuKrinc;  if  I  like  it." 

We  could  tell  what  hn('  hr^ppcn  ,]  Jri  omt  nh«!pnre  in 
t!ie  support  trench  b 
and  by  the  excavation^  ai.ivic  ;j_,    si;^ii:,.      it  u.* 


.  .  II 

still 
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\  icw  dl  your  Mirruuniiin^s  the  wall  ot  cartli  which 
you  luij^m-J.      Cr.isli  — and  safe  aj^ainl 

"  l';'.tt\  !  "  I. saiJ.  smiling.      lie  was  rcfrrrinfj; 

to  tlu-  Liuuvl  of  Mack  sriiokc  froin  the  burst.  I'rctty 
is  a  fa\i/urite  worJ  of  his.  1  liiiJ  tliat  rncii  use  habit- 
ual c\cl  iiiiatioiis  on  such  occasions.      K ,  also  sniil- 

in;j;,  had  said.  "  A  black  business,  this!  "  a  fa\ouritc 
expression  with  him. 

'■  Vet  —  ;'iett\  I  "  R and  I  excl.iinied  tof^ether. 

1, took  a  sliver  fitt  his  coat  antl  ultered  it  to  us 

:'.s  a  sou\er.ir.  lie  did  not  know  th  "le  had  said 
"  I'retty  !  "  or  R— —  that  he  had  said  A  black  busi- 
ness! "'  se\eral  titnes  that  afternoon;  nor  div!  1  know 
t'lat  I  had  exJ.iin-.ed  "  lor  the  love  o{  Mike!  "  Rsy- 
clioloi^ists  take  notice;  a:u}  golfers  arc  reminded  that 
their  fa\"ourite  c\p!cti\'es  when  thev  foo/le  will  come 
pcrfcctlv  nitur.d  to  them  when  the  (ierinans  arc 
"strafing."  1  hen  another  nine-inch,  when  we  were 
oar  of  the  gaijeiy  in  frt)nt  of  the  warrens.  Mv  com- 
I'anioMS  happened  tc^  be  near  a  ilugout.  I  hey  did  not 
^;o  In  tandem,  but  abreast.  It  was  a  "dead  heat." 
.Ml  tliat  I  could  see  in  the  way  of  cover  w;is  a  wall 
(if  sandbags,  whii.h  looked  about  as  comforting  as 
tissue  pa{)er  in  suJi  a  crisis. 

At  least,  one  taintly  realised  what  it  meant  to  be 
in  the  sup[iort  trenches,  where  the  men  were  still 
hudiiled  In  their  caves.  They  never  get  a  shot  at  the 
enemy  or  a  cliance  to  throw  a  bomb,  unless  they  are 
sent  lorward  to  assist  the  front  trenches  in  resisting 
an  attack.  It  is  for  this  purpose  that  they  are  kept 
within  easy  reach  of  the  front  trenches.  They  are 
like  tlic  prisoner  tied  to  a  chair-back,  facing  a  gun. 

"  Yes.  this  was  pretty  heavy  shell-lire,"  said  an 
officer,  who  ought  to  know.     "  Not  so  bad  as  on  the 
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trenches   which   thr    infantrv   arc   tci     rt:uk  —  tint   is 
t!i'.'  first  i.K\nric,      ^111  nii^ht  call  this  t!ic  sconi." 

It  was  hca\y  cn-iu^h  to  keep  anv  wrir.T  fmrii  licii'S 
hurci!        i  l;o  'cc'iiui  ilcj^rcc  will  do.      W'c  will  L.n 
tliL'  tirst  till  another  time. 

later,  when  v,e  were  walkin;;  aloiiL'  a  paw. I  roid, 
I  heard  what  seeincJ  tlie  sirei\  call  ol'  another  nine- 
inch.  Once,  in  antuhcr  war.  1  haJ  he  i  on  a  pavcil 
road  wh'.-n  —  uc!l,  I  livl  no;  care  he  on  tliis  one 
it  a  nine-inch  hit  it  aiul  turned  frai^'.-ieiits  of  pa\ini;- 
stones  into  proiectiles.  An  effort  to  "  run  luit  the 
hunt" — Ca'sar's  ^host  I  !r  was  one  of  our  i!'\n 
sIkHsI  \(.r\esl  .shame!  Two  stret:her-bear.  rs 
with  a  wounded  Jiian  looked  up  in  surpr  sc,  U(i:\i;r- 
in;;  uha.  kind  of  a  hide-and-seek  j^ame  Ui  were  p!.!\- 
ini^.  I  lie\-  made  a  pict'ire  of  ir'per;urhab:!it\  ot  the 
kind  th.it  is  a  cure  for  n.  r\-es  under  tii-e.  It  the  otiicr 
fellow  i>  not  scared  it  does  not  ilo  tor  \  ui  to  be 
scared. 

"  Did  you  f^et  anv  shells  in  yo..r  nei^hbourhooi.1 .'  " 
wc  asked  the  ehautteur  —  also  British  and  imperturb- 
able—  whom  we  found  waiting  at  a  clearing  station 
for  wouiuled. 

"  Yes,  sir.  I  saw  several,  but  none  hit  the  car." 

As  we  came  to  the  tirst  cross-roads  in  that  (.lead 
land  back  of  the  trenches  which  was  still  being  shelled 
b\^  shrapnel,  though  not  another  car  was  in  si^'ht  anvl 
ours  had  no  business  there  (as  we  were  told  after- 
ward),  that  cliaufteur,  as  he  slowed  up  betore  turn- 
ing, held  out  his  hand  from  habit  as  he  woiK!  iiave 
done  in  Piccadilly. 

Two  or  three  ihns  later  things  were  normal  along 
the  front  again,  with  .Mr,  Atkins  sti!';  stutting  himsell 
with  niarni.dade  in  tliat  two  hundred  vards  of  treiuli. 


XXIV 


wivv:^T,  A\-n  T 


•r. 


I  he    \Vf   'rrii    iiu,u.    i    ;i'.. 


—  r 

of   I, 


'  ip  —  A  ;  battalion  —  I'sycholocy 

■  i"  «e  arc  .t»i..!    —  5iorif«  -'    '      'apiiire 


—  The  '•  Kretch«iiairf5'"— .\n  arniv  in  the  m. 

peace,  that  Western  front  on  your  map  wliich  \ou 
bouuht  carlv  in  the  war  In  anticipation  of  rearranging 
the  llac;!.  in  keeping  with  each  day's  news  was,  in  real- 
ity, a  pubatinj,'.  thanginy;  line. 

At  times  one  thou^'ht  of  it  as  ;in  enormous  rope 
iirulc;  t!i>:  ct^nstant  pressure  d  soldiers  on  cither  side, 
who  now  and  then,  with  an  "all  together"  of  a  tiiu 
of  war  at  a  given  point,  straightened  or  made  a  [lend. 
Willi  the  result  imperceptible  except  as  you  measured 
it  by  a  tree  nr  a  house.  Battles  as  severe  as  the  most 
important  in  South  Africa,  battles  severe  enough  to 
have  tlecidtd  famous  campaigns  in  I'.urope  in  older 
days,  when  one  king  rode  forth  against  another,  be- 
came the  landmark  incidents  of  the  give  and  take,  the 
wrangling  and  the  wrestling  of  siege  operations. 

i  he  sensation  of  victory  or  liefeat  for  tiiose  en- 
gaged became  none  the  less  vivid  because  victory 
meant  the  gain  of  so  little  ground  and  defeat  the  loss 
of  so  little;  perhaps  the  more  vivid  in  want  of  the 
movement  of  pursuing  or  of  being  pursued  in  the  shock 
of  arms  in  past  times  when  an  army  front  hardly  l.'i\- 
ered  tliat  oi  one  brigade  in  the  trenches.     lor  win- 
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nrrs  ai'il  Infer"!  rcturrvn'^  t'»  thrir  hillets  In  Frcncli  \  il- 

'  !iaJ  time 

lu  iliiiik  over  liic  av:i.uri. 

Ihc  uttcnsivc  was  ni'  .  ...   ..ith  the  British  through 

Miiiimcr  of  10  K;  nnv  thrust  hy  the  CJcrmans  was 

;ally  to  retaki.  i  wenches  which  they  had 

lust.  But  our  att  l'ks  aul  nut  all  succeed,  of  course. 
Ihttalions  knew  success  and  failure;  and  their  nar- 
i;;t'\c<;  y.-cn:  r^lr.c  tn  share,  just  as  one  would  share 
tl.,  d  lucit  of  his  neishbciurs. 

\..u  tu.iy  liavc  a  jitury  of  heartbreak  or  trlumpii  an 
iiMur  after  you  have  been  chatting;  with  playi.-i};  chil- 
dren in  a  vill:  ;'L^  •.rrcct.  as  the  car  speeds  toward  the 

n\c  where  ire  billeted  and  the  occa- 

sional   shell    1>    warniiUi   that   peace   is   behind   you. 
lirst,  one  :!li;4lus  near  the  headquarters  of  two  bat- 
t.i lions  which  have  been  in  an  attack  that  fail.d.     The 
colonel  of  the  one  to  the  left  of  the  r(\ad  was  killed. 
Wc  go  across  the  fields  to  the  rit^ht.     Ainon^  the  sur- 
vixinjr  officers   resrinj^'  in  their  shelter  tents,   where 
there  is  plentv  of  room  n->\v.  Is  the  adjutant,  tall,  boy- 
ish, look'n^;  tired,  but  still  v.;t!i  no  outward  di.pliy 
(.f  wb.it  he  has  gone  throu;^!)  and  what  it  has  meant 
to  him.     I  have  seen  him  by  the  hundreds,  this  buoy- 
ant type  of  I'ji-libh  \outh.     Tiie  colonel  comes  out 
of  the  farmhouse  and  he  sends  fur  S'!,ne  uther  <)fhcers. 
In  armv  lanLCiia.q;e.  theirs  had  not  been  a  "  Rood 
show."     We  had  heard  the  account  of  it  with  that 
matter-of-fact  prefix  from  G.  II.  Q..  where  they  took 
results  with  the  necessarily  cold  eye  "i   I  .j.  ■.      I  la- 
two  battahons  were  set  to  take  a  trench;  tliat  w.is  all. 
In  the  midst  of  merciless  shell-fire  they  h;;d  waited  for 
their  ov.n  guns  to  draw  ail  the  teeth  out  of  the  trench. 
When  the  given  moment  came  they  swept  forward. 
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But  our  artillery  had  not  "connected  u[i  "  jr- 'per!y. 

The  German  machine  ;;uns  were  rv't  c  ,t  ct  corn- 
mlbsion,  an.,i  l(.r  tliein  it  was  H';e  workiiiL;  'i  l"''"!  play- 
ing the  hi;llets  back  and  lorth  across  the  /cne  of  a 
huniired  ya:\'s  which  t!ie  British  hai.1  :<>  tra\er>e.  j'hc 
British  had  been  tiid  to  charge  a'ld  they  charged. 
'Ilieirs  not  to  reason  why;  that  v.as  the  iilavy  of  the 
t.'iir,;^.  XothinL^  more  gallant  in  w.'.rlare  than  their 
persistence,  till  they  found  that  it  was  like  tr^ini.^  to 
swim  in  a  cataract  "i  leail.  <  )ne  nilkcr  lz'I  within  tilty 
yards  of  the  (ierman  parapet  before  he  fell.  Ar  last 
they  realised  that  it  could  not  he  danr  —  later  th;'n 
tiiey  should,  but  tliey  were  a  proud  rcL^iment  and 
though  the\-  bail  been  toD  l)ra\'e,  there  was  s.'MiethinL; 
spiendiii  abiHit  it. 

With  a  soldier's  wijinin^j;  tr.mkness  and  sin^pr-ity 
thev  told  what  had  happened.  l'.\-en  before  they 
clia.rLred  thev  knew  the  machine  j^^'ans  were  in  jda-.e; 
th.cv  knew  what  they  iiad  to  face.  One  spoke  ot  see- 
ing:, as  thev  lav  waiting,  a  (ierman  officer  standing 
up  in  the  mid^t  of  the  British  shell-lire. 

"  A  stoutdicarted  tighter  I  We  hud  to  admire 
him  I  "  said  the  adiutant. 

It  was  a  chivalrous  thought  with  a  ducp  apjeal, 
consiiiering  what  he  h.vl  !)een  through.  (  'h.  tlu'^^e 
Lnglislil  Th.ev  will  not  hate:  they  cannot  be  :.epa- 
rated  from  their  sense  of  sportsmanship. 

It  was  not  the  first  time  the  gims  had  not  "  con- 
nected up"  for  eirher  side,  and  (ierinan  charges  on 
mam  occasioijs  h.'.d  met  a  like  fate.  Calm  enough, 
these  officers,  true  to  their  birthright  of  phlegm.  They 
did  not  m.'k.  excuses.  Ssiccess  is  the  criteri;in 
of  baltle.  Thev  iiad  failed.  Their  imblinking  recog- 
nition    of    the    fact  was    a    sort    at    self-punishment 
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wliich   cut   deep   into   \r       own   sensitiveness.     One 


.  j.  nis  l;p  trom  treniMinp; 


fit.     The  pride  of  reiTi- 


vounti  lieutenant  cnuUl  m 

\,vcv  that  naked,  ^riiii  ti 

nent  had  been  struck  a  wl,     'Aow  which  meant  more 

t )  the  soldier  than  anv  injury  to  his  P'  ••M)nal  pride. 

r>ut  next  time!  'Ihey  wanted  amu...  r  try  tor  that 
trench,  these  survivors.  No  matter  abnut  anvt!n:iL^ 
,,!.e  —  the  battalion  must  have  another  chance,  ^'^'i 
a-p"cciated  this  from  a  few  words  and  more  from  the 
stibhorn  resol.ition  in  tlie  bcarinn;  of  all.  'I  here  was 
no  "  lct-us-at-"em-au;ain  "  friLjh.tfulness.  In  order  to 
enJ.  tliis  war  vou  must  "  lick  "  one  side  or  the  other, 
and  these  men  were  not  "licked."'  One  was  sorry 
that  he  had  tione  to  sec  them.  It  was  like  laceraf.n'^ 
a  wound.  CJne  could  only  assure  them,  in  his  faith 
in  their  pallantrv,  that  they  would  ^yin  next  time. 
And  oh,  how  you  wanted  them  to  win!  'I  hev  d.e- 
served  to  win  because  they  were  such  manly  1<  sers. 

At  home  in  their  rou^h  wooden  houses  in  c-mp 
we  found  a  battalion  which  had  won  —  tl'e  same  i.p.- 
ilemonstrativc  tvpe  as  the  one  that  had  lost;  the  same 
simplicity  and  kindly  hospitality  which  .i^ives  life  at 
the 'front  a  charm  in  the  midst  of  its  trauedv.  from 
these  men  of  one  of  the  dependable  line  re;;iments. 
This  colonel  knew  the  other  colonel,  and  he  said  ab^ut 
the  other  what  his  fellow-officers  had  said:  it  was  n<'t 
h.is  fault:  he  was  a  Rood  man.  If  the  puns  were  not 
"  on."  what  happened  to  lilm  was  bound  to  happen  to 
an-  bodv.  They  had  been  "  on  "  for  the  winnin-  bat- 
talion : 'perfectly  "on."  They  had  buried  the  ma- 
chine txuns  an  1  the  Germans  with  them. 

When  a  man  f?ocs  into  the  kind  of  charcre  that 
cither  battalion  made  he  gives  himself  up  for  lo>^t. 
The  i)Svchologv  is  simple.      Vou  are  going  to  keep  on 
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liiilil — !  \\\il,  ;i>  \Ir.  .\tkins  li.is  rciii/rkcd  i'l  his 
oun  tcibc  way,  a  battle  was  a  lot  ui  noise  all  aroinu; 
you  atiil  siuliknly  a  hip,  hanj;  In  your  car:  ami  thfi 
somchotiy  saivi.  '*  Please  open  your  rrout'i  ana  take 
th;sl  "  and  \ou  loun..!  Nour^cll'  in  a  white,  silent  |Mace 
full  of  cots. 

The  wini.T.i;  battalion  was  ama/eJ  Imv.  (.a>iK  tiie 
rhiiiL;  was  ilune.  They  had  "  walkevl  in."  I'hev 
were  a  li'tle  sin-jiriseil  to  !)c  ali\e  —  thanks  to  the 
^uns.  "  I  I,  re  we  are  I  I  lere  we  arc  :\-j,.\]n  !  "  as  the 
son^  at  the  Iront  ^oes.  It  is  .ill  .i  hitters.  Make 
up  \our  initiT  to  draw  the  death  number;  and  if  you 
ihjn't,  lli;;t  i'^  \l]\.\.  .\rniy  cuuiM:,'e  these  da\s  is 
highly  sensitised  sleJ  'n  response  to  will. 

Ihey  had  won;  there  w:ts  a  credit  mark  in  the 
regiment, ;1  reconl.  All  had  won;  nohoiiv  in  particu- 
l.ir,  but  ilie  battalion,  the  lot  of  them.  Tdiey  did  not 
boast  about  it.  1  h.'  tlnni^  just  happened.  ihev 
were  alive  ;ind  enjo\in;^'  the  sheer  fact  of  life,  writ- 
irij.j  letters  home.  re-readinL'  letters  f.-om  lu^me.  look- 
inif  at  the  p-iaures  in  the  illustrated  paners.  as  they 
le.med  baek  .iiui  smoked  tlieir  briai'-wi.od  pities  and 
discussed  p'lhti.s  with  that  Ireedom  and  directness  of 
opinion  whiih  is  an  1 'ni^li:  hman's  pastiiiio  and  his 
birthright. 

I  he  ca.ptain  who  was  dcscribini::;  the  f/jht  had  re- 
find  trom  the  army,  <:one  into  business,  and  returned 
as  a  ri  s^  ;-\  ^'  iit^;cer.  I  he  <^uns  were  to  stop  iirin;r  at 
a  _iji\en  moment.  .\s  the  minute-hand  lav  o' cr  the 
figure  on  his  wrist  watch  he  I'.islRd  for  the  brnken 
l-iarapet.  still  in  the  ha/e  ot  ,!i'st  from  the  siiell-bursts, 
to  find  not  a.  (iernran  in  si^ht.  .\11  were  under  co\er. 
He  enacccd  tiie  ridiculous  scene  with  hamorous  ap- 
preci.uain  ol  how  he  c.ime  lace  to  face  with  a  German 
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as  he  turnfil  a  t:-n\tTsc.  1  Ic  \vas  rrinly  with  h\s  n.- 
volvcr  r'.nJ  the  ether  '.\.!b<  iiol,  aiui  th.c  other  \v:ib  his 
prI«;oi)ci". 

There  was  nothin;^  grcwsonic  ahi!'.:t  listening  tn  a 
cl'.ilidcnt  soKlicr  c  ;Iai:)i:;:i;  h^.w  he  "  b;nnbcti  thcin 
out,"  and  yuu  shared  his  amusenient  oxer  tlie  sur- 
prise of  a  Clcrnian  who  stuck  his  head  out  of  a  duj^out 
widiin  a  foot  nf  the  face  of  a  British  soldier,  who  was 
peeping  insid.e  to  see  if  any  nMre  Bo.lus  were  at 
home/  You  rejoi.ed  with  thi>  battali^m       \'ict.)ry  is 

sweet. 

Whc'i  on  the  wav  h  icl;  to  'luarters  you  passed  some 
I  (  tile  Xew  .\:-;Tn-  men.  "  tlie  Kei. tchcenaire-.,"  as  th.e 
I'rerich  call  them,  yu  wei-e  reminded  o[  how.  al- 
t!!MU_;li  the  war  was  old,  tlie  Piritish  army  was  younji;. 
'i  here  was  a  "  Watcli  our  city  grow!"  atmosphere 
ahiiur  it.  I  'vrle  b^  little,  some  <i;reat  force  seems 
steadily  pushing;  up  from  the  rear.  It  made  tliat  busi- 
ness institution  at  Ci.  T  I.  Q.  feel  like  bankers  with  an 
enormous,  i?Krcasinif  surplus.  In  this  the  i5*-itish  is 
like  no  other  army.  One  has  wat^iied  it  in  the 
making. 
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Caiiadinii'i  at  the  front  —  Home  folks  to  the  Amfrlcan  —  One  to'ich 
of  New  ^■olk  slaiig — liu-.tlcrs — Tlu-  i!i>cipliiie  of  srlf-reliai.ce 

—  Cliarpi:!^  through  Ras  —  (hir  Iioini  with  the  Canadians  — 
Tlu-ir  oi>!!!ni>irn  ind  sentiment  —  The  Priiircss  Pats — IIolliiiR 
down  the  lid  of  hell  —  The  secniul  battle  oi  \prt^  —  The  Story 
of  May  l:'-hth  —  Huldins:  a  salient — 'Vhr  Cierinnns  prepare  to 
jiitark  —  The  itiark-iiieii  of  the  1'.  P's  —  Down  fro  the  Germans 

—  Tlic  ai;.iik  hioke.i  —  OfliLial  record  "f  the  sfrupcle  —  Ma- 
chine puns  buried — RfiiJorccnier.ts  and  ammunition  —  The 
third  a:.d  sevt—c'.t  charec — Seventy  five  per  cent,  casnaliits  — 
The  P.  P's,  "re^nl.ir^"— Nt-lrrn  kni^;!.t3. 


TllEsn  were  iMnie  folks  to  t!ic  Anu-ricnn.  1  ou 
mij^lit  know  all  b'.-  tlK'ir  iiiapk'  leaf  svriilinl;  bur  even 
before  vou  saw  rlmt.  w'nh  ir<;  lir"n/c  none  too  promi- 
nent nijiinst  the  khaki,  yi>;i  kiicv/  those  wlio  were  not 
recent  emiiirants  from  l!n;jliri.!  to  C-'nPila  hv  their 
accent  and  by  certain  slang  phrases  whiJi  pay  no  cus- 
toms duty  at  the  border. 

When,  on  a  dark  lebruary  ni^lit  crui^^iivj;  in  a 
slough  of  a  road.  I  heard  out  of  a  wall  of  blackness 
back  of  the  trendies,  "GlcI  (let  on'o.  t!:c  bus!" 
which  referred  to  our  car,  and  also,  "Cut  out  the 
noise!"  I  was  certain  that  I  might  dispciT^e  ^vith  an 
interpreter.  After  I  had  remarked  that  I  came  from 
New  '^'ork.  whieh.  is  only  across  t'lc  street  irom  Mi';i- 
trcrd  as  distances  go  in  our  countries,  the  .\mcrican 
batting  about  the  front  at  niidniirht  w:;s  welcomed 
^^  ith  a  "  glad  hand  "  across  that  imaginary  line  which 
has  aiid  e\er  sliall  l'.a\e  n'>  turtresses. 
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Wh.'.t  ;i  strange  pl.icc  to  hnil  Canadian^  —  at  the 
t'ri'tit  ill  Europe  I  I  cuukl  ncxcr  quite  acconimojatc 
rnvsell"  to  the  uoiukr  of  a  iii.'n  fr,  :n  V'.'iiu'.ipc;;.  .i-'id 
perhaps  a  "  neutral  "  from  W'yoin'.iig  in  liis  cotnpanv. 
ru'htincr  (Germans  in  Manners.  A  man  used  to  a 
tiownv  couch  and  an  casv-ehair  bv  the  lire  an.l  st^am- 
heated  roinns,  wlio  hail  ten  thousand  a  vear  in 
Toro!ito,  when  you  found  him  in  a  cliiU.  damp  ce'dar 
of  a  peasant's  cottauc  in  ran^e  ol  !ie  cneiny's  shells 
was  gettinp;  snnutliiiiL^  more  ntxel.  it  not  m^  re  pic- 
turesque, than  dofr-niushin;^  pnd  prospectinsT  on  the 
Vuh'^n;  for  that  contrast  we  are  quite  used  to. 

All  1  asked  of  the  Canadians  was  to  .-^llow  a  little 
of  tile  ;^l(3rv  thev  hatl  wo'a  —  'lu\  luul  Wf;n  s':e!i  a 
lot  —  to  rub  o!t  on  dicir  ne;.u,hb(K!rs.  If  there  must 
be  war,  -M).]  no  Canadian  believed  in  it  as  an  in-t:tu- 
tion  whv,  to  my  mind,  the  Canadians  did  a  tine  tliin;^ 
f  .r  civilisation's  sake.  It  hurt  sometimes  to  tii.'.k 
that  we  al>o  could  not  be  in  the  liirht  for  the  j;o()J 
vause,  too,  particularly  after  the  I.ii^itiiv'ui  wa.s  sunk, 
\-,hcn  my  own  feelini;s  had  hist  all  semblance  to  ncu- 
trabrv. 

1  he  Canadians  enlivened  life  at  t!ie  front:  for  t!iey 
have  a  little  more  zip  to  them  than  the  thorough- 
tjoiny:  British.  Their  climate  spells  "  hustk-,"  a".d  we 
are  all  the  product  of  clima.te  'o  a  l.irLie  deifree, 
wiiether  in  England,  on  the  Mir^^issippi  llathmis.  or 
in  -NEmitoba.  Eajrer  and  b.i{,distrunt;  the  Canadian 
born,  (]uick  to  see  and  act.  \'ery  restless  they  were 
when  luld  up  on  Sdisburv  E! ain.  after  thev  had  cotne 
t!iree-fo'.!r-t!\e-si\  thousand  miles  to  tii^dit  and  there 
was  n(Jthin^  but  mud  in  an  Enidish  winter  to  hL'ht. 

(!)ne  from  the  American  cofthient  kr.cw  \\hat  adcd 
them:  tliev  wanted  aetio:i.       ih-,',-  mav  have  seemed 
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umJisciplineJ  to  u  tlrill  sergeant;  Init  the  kind  of  ills- 
cipliiic  they  nculcd  was  a  sight  of  the  real  thing. 
'I  hey  wanted  to  know,  What  tor?  Antl  Lord  Kitch- 
ener was  kinder  to  thcin.  thoii;;h  many  were  beLiin- 
ncis.  than  to  his  own  new  army;  he  could  he,  as  they 
had  their  gujis  and  cqiiipivcMt  ready.  So  he  sent 
tluin  (:\er  to  IVance  belore  it  was  too  late  in  the 
siirin;^  to  get  frozen  feet  from  standing  \n  icy  water 
looking  over  a  n.T  ii^ct  at  a  Cjennan  parapet.  '1  hey 
liked  ilande!  setter  than  Salisbury  I'lain  mud, 

because  it  meant  that  there  was  "  something  doing." 

It  was  in  their  first  trenches  that  I  iirst  saw  them, 
and  they  were  "  on  the  job,  all  r:g!it,"  in  face  of  scat- 
tered shell-iire  and  tlie  sweep  of  the  searchlights  and 
the  Hares.  i  hey  had  become  the  most  ardent  ol 
pupils,  fi^r  here  was  that  real  thing  which  steatiied 
tluni  and  proved  their  metal.  1  hey  refasliioned 
their  tren;.hes  and  drained  them  with  the  fastidious- 
ness of  good  housekeepers,  who  had  a  fr(mtiersman's 
experience  for  an  inheritance.  In  a  week  thev  ap- 
peared to  be  old  hands  at  the  business. 

"  Their  discipline  is  different  from  ours."  said  a 
Hritlsh  general,  ''but  it  works  owt.  1  hey  .;re  splen- 
tiid.      I  ask  for  no  better  troops." 

They  may  ha\e  lacked  the  etiquette  of  discipline 
of  Iirltish  regulars,  but  they  iiad  tl;e  natural  disci- 
pline of  self-reliance  and  of  "  go  to  it  "  when  a  crisis 
came.  This  trench  was  onlv  an  introduction,  a  prep- 
ar:'tinn  for  ;i  tiling  which  was  about  as  real  as  ever 
fcU  to  the  lot  of  anv  soklicrs.  It  is  not  for  !ne  to 
tell  here  the  storv  of  ih<.' r  part  in  the  sccom}  battle 
of  Vpres  when  tlie  gas  fumes  rolled  in  upon  them.  I 
should  like  to  tell  it  and  also  the  stnrv  of  the  lieeds 
of  man;,    British  regiments,  from  the  time  vi  .Muns 


Tiir  MAPI  r  i.r  \i"  roi.K 


3>^ 


ro  Fctulicrt.  Al!  C;'.njda  knows  it  in  dctnll  from 
their  own  corrcspDp.Jcnts  and  their  record  ot'icer. 
L'nj^land  will  one  day  know  about  her  rcLjinicnts:  her 
stubborn  rc|j;in-.cnts  of  the  line,  her  county  regiments, 
who  have  won  the  adtniration  of  uU  the  *.rawk  rcj^i- 
mcnts,  whether  liiiqlish  or  Sects. 

"  Wlien  that  gas  came  alontf,"  said  one  Canadian, 
who  expressed  the  Canadian  spirit,  "  uc  knew  the 
Baches  were  springing  a  new  one  on  us.  Vou  know- 
how  it  Is  If  a  man  is  hit  In  the  face  by  a  vloud  of 
smoke  when  he  is  g"Ing  into  a  burning  buildin;^  to 
get  somebody  out.  lie  draws  back  —  and  then  he 
goes  In.  We  went  In.  We  charged  —  well,  it  was 
the  way  we  felt  about  It.  W'e  wanted  to  get  at  them 
an*.!  we  wore  b.i  1  nj  VX'.A  oi\r  suJi  a  d.istardiv  kind  of 
attack." 

I  ligher  authorities  than  any  civilian  have  testitied 
lo  how  tliat  charge  lielpfd.  If  it  diil  nut  sa\c  the  situa- 
tion. Xwl  then  at  (ilvenchy  —  straight  work  into  the 
enemy's  trenches  under  the  guns.  Canada  is  a  part 
of  the  British  Umpire  aiul  a  precious  part;  but  tb.e 
Canadians,  all  Imperial  politics  aslele,  fought  their 
way  into  the  attectlons  of  the  British  army,  if  they 
iWA  not  alreaily  possess  ir.  \'\\.\  uKule  the  Rocky 
Mountains  seerii  more  itiajestic  and  the  Ihcjusand  In- 
lands more  lovely. 

\[  there  are  some  people  In  the  I'n't.'d  Sr.ites  busy 
with  tlieir  own  attairs  who  look  on  the  Canadians  as 
living  up  north  somewhere  towartl  the  .\rctlc  Circle 
and  not  very  numerous,  that  old  criterion  of  merit 
which  iliscovcrs  in  the  glare  of  battle's  public!*''-  mi-rit 
which  alreailv  existed  has  given  to  the  name  ( 
a  r!:lo'-v  which  can  be  appreciate  1  onlv  with  tlu 
•     *'•      of  tim.e.     The  Civil  W't;-  '   ''■   :!S  a  niuiiial 


->;,    Mv  \\ \\\:  (;r  Tin:  (.rfat  war 


trailiti'.n:  they  have  una  tluirs.  Sum'.c  ii.i\  a  feu-  -if 
their  neutral  iiei;.^h!>ourf..  v.  hn  loupht  In  tli(.ir  .siJe  wll! 
be  ioiiiiim  in  their  annv  reiiiii'uis  aivi  retnark'.n.'. 
"Wasn't  tliat  imui  in  llainlcrs — "'  ei^.-. 

Mv  thanks  to  the  C  ;'.n;u!ians  lor  heini'  at  the  f'-'i-it. 
'I'liey  hr<  ujjht  me  hack  to  the  I'Kiiii-,  an.l  the  Ni-rth- 
west,  and  thev  showed  the  dermaiis  on  some  deci- 
sions what  a  hh77ard  is  hke  when  exprosscd  in  bullets 
instead  ot'  in  snnwtiakes,  h\  rju/n  uIim  ki'.nv,  \\i'\\  to 
slioot.  I  had  cniitinental  pride  in  them.  '1  !iiy  had 
tile  drv.  puHL^ent  philosonliy  and  the  indomitable  op-ti- 
mism  wjiich  the  air  of  the  plains  ar.i  t!ie  >t.  Lawrence 
\'a!l..'\-  seems  to  de\elo;\  'I  h>  \  were  not  .ilr.iid  to 
little  emotional  and  sentimental.       I  lu'"e  :>  n'om 


He  a 


f.ir  th;'t  '"-t  of  t!i:'"'  betvveen   \'ancou\ei 


an. 


i'.\   !iaa  neeii  m  snir.e 


tou'iti  sera'.'s 
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thev  saw  elear-e\ed,  ;is  the\  wo'dd  sj.-  a  bo\:n'^-ma! Ji 

or  a  ^p:!l  ff'M;  a  L.ii^.oe  into  a  C  ,ir,:ul;an  rapids. 

Ai  tor  thi-  I'riiKe'-s  l'.;frieia's  Canadian  Id^ht  In- 
fantr\-.  :!i!  old  soldiers  of  the  S^urh  African  campaip;n 
almo:,r  vitliout  exieptii'n.  kn;iw;:'._^  a:ul  harJ^neii. 
tluir  wter.'.n  experience  L;a\e  t!ie:n  an  earlier  oppor- 
tunitv  in  tiie  Irenehes  tlian  the  first  C.mad'an  division. 
Bri.^aded    with    I^riti^h    re<i;ulars.    the    l'rinee«s    I'nts 

ar- 
il 


were  a   s^Tt   ot   ("'*'/'.>   d'r.itt.      CClor.rl   I- r;'.t 
qiiliar,  kr.own  as  "  I  aiinv,"  was  tluir  colonel 


ami  lie 
knew  his  men.  .After  !u'  \>,!s  killed  his  spirit  re- 
mained with  then.  Asktd  it  thev  CMuld  st;.!:,  they 
saitl,  ■'  Ves.  sir!  "  cheerily,  as  he  would  have  v.  anted 
thon  to  say  it. 

I  am  ^oinL;'  to  tell  \()U  about  the  work  o!  tin 
cess  I'ats  on  Mav  Sth.  r.ot  to  sii!L:,le  t!K:ii  oi;r  from 
v.:\\    otl'er  reu'iiKnt.    but    ;v_\;;iise   it   is  typical   o\    the 
kind   of   ti;;htin^   which   n..Miy   another   rej^imeiit   has 
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known  and  I  h;ivc  it  in  illustr.uivc  d-.tail.  Ij^^'^o!;. 
J.;iv  by  vlay  losses,  charactori^iK-  I't  trcnJi  \varl.;ri-, 
duv  h.ul  jircviiiusly  suttLTcd  in  hnMitv^^  a  ilit'-.ailr 
sal;c:u  at  >t.  Ilni  —  lo>>c^  that  added  liji  iato  the 
hundreds.  I  Krctot'nrc  as  tine  ot'  them  saivl.  thev  had 
l>.cn  hf)ldln«  Anwn  the  lid  of  hell,  but  on  Mav  Stli 
tb.ey  were  to  hold  on  to  the  ed^e  ol  the  opening  by 
the'skin  of  their  teeth  and  h'ok  down  into  the  bowels 
of  hell  after  the  (.ernians  liad  blov.n  oil  the  lid  witli 
hi.di  eNl'losi\cs. 

It  was  in  a  bic^  ehiteau  that  I  first  heard  the  story 
v.nd  lelt  the  thriil  oi  it  told  by  the  tongues  of  its  par- 
ti.ipants.  d'herc  were  twentv  bedrooms  In  that  chi- 
t..ii.  If  1  wi.hed  to  stav  all  ni^ht  I  mi^ht  occupy 
three  or  four  —  and  as  for  that  b.;thr<io!n,  iv.irad'sc 
to  men  who  ha\-e  been  buried  in  tilthy  mad 


nv 
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explosives,   the    I'renehman   wh.o   planned   it   had   tlic 
most    spacious    ideas    in    innrers;ons.      A    tub    or    a 


sliowcr  or 

o 


a  hose  as  vou  plea-ed.      Some  bathroom, 

tliar: 

I  or  nothing  in  the  Pjritisli  army  was  too  I'ood  tor 
t!ie  Princess  I'ats  before  Mav  Sth:  and  since  Mav  ^th 
notliin;^  was  quite  '^^'O,]  enough,  l-ix'e  "t  us  sit  Anwn 
t(j  dinner  in  a  banquet  hall  looking;  owt  on  a  i^r.^ate 
park,  bii;  enough  to  hold  tiftv.     d  he  talk  ran  t.ist. 

"Too  bad  dault  is  not  here.  1  le\  in  1  n-zl.ind 
rcco\erin'4  from  lus  wmnul.  d.iuU  is  si\  te:t  tall  iiid 
live  feet  of  him  le,u's.  All  da\  in  that  tiyn,  h  wit'^  a 
shell  wound  in  liis  thi-h  and  arm.  ( .od  1  11  w  he 
was  suiterin;,^!  But  not  a  moan  —  h;s  lace  twivJi- 
in;;  and  tryinjj;  to  make  the  twitJi  into  a  smile  — 
tellin!.!  us  to  stick." 

"  Huller   away,   too.      lie   v.as  th"  second   in  co'n- 
mand.     Ciault    succeeded    li:m.      Duller    was    hit    on 
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Mav  ;th  —  anil  misscii  tlic  big  show  —  piece  of  •^lirll 
in  the  e\c." 

"Ami  Charli'-  ^:  "  "-^    w'l  .  'i-.f  thn.  ,-ii  ti.c 

stomach.     Ilt.u  i,    1.      |i     >       fhiT'.-  were  a 

'IiM.-\-.in   '  Lhariie.      l.p  or  lio-,  >' 'i;4 

an  J   re;ui>    iiir  the  next   aJvenfirc.     tJ:Uv   liv  made 
thirt\   th(i;!>:'^  ]  (ioUar!.  in  tl-e  Yukon  —  and  spent  it 
inrniiw  r.       I  ho  fir<if  inb  ho  roiijil  \r,x 


>:.ir:ca  o-*i  in  ii:e  X^u  :ji'.v;..m  i;;i  uii 

f  ,.:■    !-,im:!|-i-.!    faps    to    cur    !"f.>    the 

:  !  n'  -    Hay   Compaii   .      !  lis 

he  wouldn't  desert  thcm^ — and  he- 
'i  lie  had  a  time  whicli  beat  any- 
:.,    for  us  by  the  Germans  in  I'lan- 
havc   heard   such   stories   from   the 
Bein^T  shot  throuj^h  the  stomach 
lu   Aib  all  the  doctors  agreed  that  Charlie 
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\v.;s    like    Charlie    to    disagree    with 
has  his  own  [loint  of  view.     So 
Charlie  nmc  out  to  the  war  with 
\Juch  had  been  used  by  his  grand- 
an  oiiicer  in  the  Ciinusiti  War.      Ik- 
said  tliat  it  would  brinfi:  him  luck." 

I'Ik-  4!h  of  M.;\  was  bad  enough  —  a  i.^hastly  forc- 
rumuT  for  t!ie  6tii.  On  the  4th  the  1'.  P's,  afr^r 
having  been  under  shell-lire  throughout  the  seco.id 
battle  of  ^'pre^  —  the  "gas  battle" — were  ordered 
fo  ward  to  a  new  lini.  to  the  southeast  of  Yi'!\,.  !".) 
the  north  of  ^'pres  the  British  line  had  been  driven 
back  by  the  concentration  of  shell-fire  ani!  the  roll- 
ing, deadlv  march  of  the  clouds  of  asphyxiating  gas. 
\  \\i-  ( lermans  ".^ere  ^till  determined  to  take  t!;. 
tuun  wliicb.  tliev  had  showered  witli  four  ir.lHion  dol- 


[Ill'   M  \1I  r,  f  I   M    I  <  >I  K 


.^  ■■  / 


l;irs'  worth  ft'  sluiis.  It  wouKi  be  h\j,  ik"a^  •  tin-' 
I'.ill  nf  Vi'rcs  as  a  prcliuk-  to  the  tall  ai  I'l/unssl 
.Mill  of  I.cMi!>crjj.  A  wiik'-J  salient  was  prodMccl  in 
ihc  British  line  to  the  s'Hithcast  by  the  ca\c-in  to  the 
nnrih.  It  seems  to  he  the  l<>t  of  the  P.  l'"s  to  i:.t 
into  salients.  On  the  4th  they  lo>t  2S  nun  kilkil 
And  9S  woumleil  from  a  Rruellin;;  all-d.n  vhell-Mro 
[tiil  stonc-wall'MK.  'I'Iku  ni-ht  they  sot  relief  ami 
were  out  for  two  days,  when  thev  were  hack  in  the 
front  trenches  aizain.  The  >'th  ami  the  6th  were 
lairlv  (jiiiet;  that  is,  what  the  1*.  P's  or  Mr.  ihoinas 
\  '  .  woukl  call  quiet.  Average  mortals  wouldn't. 
1  lav  winiki  try  to  appear  unconcerned  and  say  they 
had  hcen  under  pretty  heavy  tire  —  which  means 
shells  all  <ncr  the  place  and  machine  ^uns  combing 
the  parapet.  Very  dull,  imked.  Only  three  men 
killcil  anvl  seventeen  woumled. 

On  the  niukt  of  May  7th  th.  I'.  1''-  had  a  muster 
of  035  men.  This  was  a  ;i;ood  deal  less  than  half 
uf  tlu"  original  total  in  the  battalion,  including  re- 
cruits who  hail  come  (Uit  to  lill  the  ;:aps  caused  by 
death,  woun.is  and  sickness.  Hear  in  mind  that  be- 
fore this  war  a  force  was  supposed  to  prepare  »or 
retreat  with  a  loss  of  ten  per  cent,  and  Rct  under  way 
to  the  rear  with  the  loss  of  fifteen  per  cent.,  and  that 
with  the  loss  of  thirty  per  cent,  it  was  supposed  to 
have  borne  .11  tlur  can  Iv  expected  ff  the  best  trained 
soklier -. 

The  (,u-in.iii>  xNLre  -uivt  \'.r.\  n.-hr  —  sujjpestively 
quiet.  .\t  4.,^o  the  prelude  bcij;an;  by  5.30  the  ( ier- 
man  ^:nmners  liail  fairl\  w  arnied  to  their  work.  1  hey 
were  usin^  every  kind  of  shell  they  had  in  the  Intker. 
Fvcrv  signal  wire  the  1*.  T's  po^sesseil  had  iieen  cut. 
The   brigade  commander  could   not  know  what   was 
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happcnln^r  to  them  and  -'V  couKl  not  krvny  his 
^vi.hcs  —  cKCCin  that  it  inav  be  taken  l.)r  -runteJ  that 
the  orders  of  any  British  brigade  commander  are  al- 

\va\^  to   "  stick  It."  ,,     r,  •     1       1 

The  bhell-tire  was  as  thick  at  the  P.  P.  s  bac^s_  as 
in  front  of  them.  Thev  were  fenced  m  by  sncd-!-re. 
And  thev  were  infantry  takin-  what  the  pins  --.vc 
in  order  "to  put  them  out  of  business  so  that  the  way 
wouKl  be  clear  for  the  German  infantry  to  charge. 
In  theory  thev  ou^ht  to  have  been  buried  and  man- 
rrlcd  bevond  the  power  of  resistance  bv  what  is  called 
"the  artillery  preparation  for  the  intantry  in  at- 
tack." 


onlv  thou^ht.  Bein-  -ood  shots,  with  the  instinct  ot 
the' man  who  is  used  to  shootmL;  at  <j;ame.  the  1  .is 
-  slioot  to  kill  "  and  at  individual  tar-ets.  i  he  liuit 
preen  of  the  German  uniform  is  more  vibibie  "n  the 
deep  irreen  back<rround  of  spring  grass  ana  lulia-c 
than  a|j;ainst  the  tints  of  autunm. 

•\t  two  or  three  or  four  iiundred  vards  no  one  or 
the  marksmen  of  the  P.  P"s,  and  there  uere^cvera 
sdd  to  be  able  to  •'  shoot  the  eve  ott  an  ant.  couk 
mi.s  the  tar>;et.  As  for  Corporal  Chnstv,  the  old 
bear  hunter  of  the  Northwest,  he  leaned  out  oyer  the 
parapec  when  a  char-e  be-an  because  he  could  shoot 
better  in  that  position.  Thev  kept  on  knockmii  down 
Germans;  thev  diehi't  know  that  men  around  them 
were  being  hit;  thev  hardly  knew  that  ihcy  were  bemg 
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shelled  except  when  a  burst  shook  their  aim  or  uWcA 
their  eyes  with  dust.  In  tb;;t  case  thev  wiped  the 
dust  out  of  tlieir  eyes  and  went  on.  I  he  first  that 
many  of  them  reahsed  that  tlie  derman  attack  was 
broken  was  when  thev  saw  green  blots  in  front  of  the 
standing;  figures  —  which  were  now  goinij;  in  t!ie  other 
direction.  Then  the  thin;;  was  to  keep  as  manv  of 
these  as  pr)ssible  frum  Ljetrinp;  baJ<.  o\'er  the  l-.i!!. 
After  tint  they  could  dress  the  wounded  and  make 
the  dvinp;  a  little  more  comfortable,  b^ir  there  was 
no  tiettini^r  the  wounded  to  the  rear.  'I'liev  had  to 
remain  there  in  tlie  trench  perhaps  to  be  wounded 
again,  spectators  of  their  comrades'  valour  withijut 
the  preoccupation  ot  action. 

In  the  official  war  journal  where  a  battalion  keeps 
its  records  —  lliat  precious  historical  document  which 
will  be  safeguarded  in  fireproof  vaults  one  of  these 
days  —  you  mav  read  in  cold  official  language  wliat 
happened  in  one  section  of  the  Ikitish  line  on  the  8th 
of  .May.       I  bus: 

"  7  .\.  M.  lire  trench  on  right  blown  in  at  sev- 
eral points.  .  .  .  9  .\.  M.  Lieutenants  Martin  and 
Triggs  were  hit  and  came  out  of  left  communicatmg 
trench  with  nuiTil^er  of  wou  ided.   .   .   .   Capi.nn  Stdl 


and    Lieut,    de    Hav    hit    aK 


o. 


9-3 


A.  M.       All 

macliine  guns  were  burictl  (by  higli  e\plosi\e  slielK) 
but  two  were  dw^  "ut  and  ;nounted  again.  A  sfiell 
killed  e\ery  man  in  one  section.  .  .  .  i<).3o  a.m. 
Lieut.  lAlwartis  was  killed.  .  .  .  Lieutenant  Craw- 
ford, who  was  most  gallant,  was  severely  wounded. 
.  .  .  Ca;'t;iin  A  lamsnn,  who  had  been  handing  (;ut 
ammunition,  was  bit  in  the  shduldL-r,  but  continued 
to  work  witli  only  one  arm  useful.  .  .  .  Sergeant- 
Major  I  ra/er,  who  was  also  handing  out  ammunition 


36o  .MY  YEAR  OF  THE  GREAT  WAR 


killed 


Instantly  bv  a  b'.:ilet 


t.>  ,s.ip;roit  trenchw'b,  \-,  ^s 
in  tile  head." 

At  10.30  only  four  officers  remained  fit  for  action. 
All  were  lieutenants.  The  ranking  one  of  these  nas 
Ni\  tn,  in  command  after  Ciault  was  wounded  at  7  A.  M. 
We  liave  all  met  the  Niven  type  an\\vhere  from  the 
( Julf  of  Mexico  to  tile  Arctic  Circle,  the  high-strunj;, 
wiry  type,  who  moves  about  too  fast  to  carry  any  loose 
flesh  and  accumulates  none  because  he  does  move 
about  so  tast.  A  little  man  Niven,  a  rancher,  a  horse- 
man, with  a  gor, .;  education  and  a  knowledge  of  men. 
I  Ic  rather  lits  tlic  old  sa\ing  about  licking  his  weight 
in  wild  cats  —  wild  cats  being  nearer  his  si/c  th.m 
lions  (jr  tigers. 

1  ight  months  before  lie  h.ul  not  known  any  more 
about  war  than  thousands  of  other  Canadians  of  his 
type,  except  that  soldiers  carried  ri!le>  over  their 
sl;ouIders  a;',d  kejit  step.  I5ut  he  had  "  Fanny  "  Far- 
quhar  of  die  lirjiish  army  for  his  teacher;  ant!  he 
studied  the  book  of  war  in  t!ie  midst  of  siiells  and 
bullets  —  which  means  tliat  the  lessons  stick  in  the 
same  way  as  the  lesson  the  small  bo\'  recei\-cs  wht  , 
he  touches  the  red-hot  eml  of  a  juiker  to  see  !i.»w  it 
feels. 

Vt'riting  in  tlie  niiilst  of  ruined  trenches  rocked  bv 
rhe  concussio:i  ul  shells,  e\-ery  message  he  sent  tliat 
d.iy.  every  report  he  made  by  orderly  after  tlie  wires 
were  tlown  was  written  out  \ep.-  explicitlv  —  which 
Farquhar  had  taught  him  was  the  armv  way.  The 
record  is  there  of  his  coolness  when  the  lid  was  blown 
off  of  hell.  For  all  you  can  tell  by  the  iirm  chirog- 
raphy  he  might  have  been  sending  a  note  to  a  ranch 
foreman. 

Alter  his  conimunications  were  cut,  he  was  not  car 
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tain  ho-A-  much  support  he  had  om  hi>  flanks.  It 
IdnkcJ  ti>,-  a  time  as  if  he  had  mmc.  After  the  first 
charu'e  ^/as  repulsed  he  made  contact  with  the  Kind's 
Knv  a!  Ritle  Corps  on  his  ri^ht.  lie  knew  from  the 
nature  ot  the  first  CJcr-nan  charge  that  the  second 
would  he  worse  than  the  first.  The  Germans  had  ad- 
vaiKcd  some  machine  ^uns:  they  would  he  able  to 
place  tlielr  increased  artillery  fire  more  accurateh. 
Again  green  figures  s\artcd  down  that  hill  ami  again 
they  were  put  hack.  Then  Niven  was  able  to  es"talv 
lish  CI  intact  witli  ihc  Shropshire  Idght  Infantry,  an- 
oth.cr  regiment  on  his  left.  So  he  knew  that' right 
:ind  left  he  was  supported  —  and  by  seasoned  British 
regulars.  This  was  very,  very  comforting  —  espe- 
cially so  whc;;  German  machine  pun  fire  was  not  only 
coming  from  the  front  but  in  enfilade  —  whiJi  i^  so 
tning  to  a  soldier's  steadiness.  In  other  words,  the 
P.  I's  were  shooting  at  Germans  in  front  while  !iul- 
lets  were  whipping  crosswise  '  f  tliLir  trenches  and 
of  the  regulars  on  their  flanks,  too.  Some  of  the 
German  infantrymen  who  had  not  been  hit  or  liad 
n(it  tullcn  back  had  dug  themselves  cov^r  and  were 
firing  at  a.  Jo^cr  rarv^e. 

'1  he  Germans  had  located  the  points  in  tlie  1'.  I''s' 
trench  occupied  by  the  machine  guns.  At  least,  they 
could  put  these  hornets'  nests  out  of  business,  if  not  all 
tlic  i!id:\;d:i:d  ril'cri'.cn.  Sf)  they  concentrated  high 
e\plosi\c  blulls  on  them.  That  did  the  trick;  it  bur- 
led  them.  But  a  buried  ma  Jiine  gun  may  be  dug  ou*: 
and  tired  again,  ft  may  be  dug  out  two  or  three  times 
and  keep  on  firing  as  long  as  it  will  work  and  there  is 
any  o'le  to  man  it. 

While  the  machiiiL  l-uik  ulTv.-  [<:i:iH  ■.\;!:imed  everv 


man  in  one  sector  of  the  trench  was  killed.      Tlien  the 
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left  halt  of  the  ri^ht  tire  trench  ^ot  tlirec  'ir  four 
shells  one  after  anotlicr  bani:;  into  it.  'J  hero  -.vis  no 
trench  left:  only  macerated  earth  anJ  mangled  men. 
'1  hoic  enierLjing  ali\e  were  tolJ  to  tall  ha^k.  to  xh-z 
communicating^  trench.  Next  the  rii;ht  end  oi  thi' 
left  tire  trench  was  blown  in.  When  the  burvi\-ors 
f'.-Il  back  to  the  ctnnniLinication  trench  that  was  also 
b!ou!i  in  their  tace. 

"  Oh.  but  wc  were  ha\in;,f  a  merry  party,"  as  Lieu- 
tenant \'andenberi^  said. 

Ni\'en  and  his  lieutenancs  were  movint;  here  and 
ib^rc  to  t!ie  point  of  each  new  explosion  to  ascertain 
the  amount  of  the  damage  ami  to  decitle  what  was 
to  be  dionc  as  the  result.  One  siHdier  tiescribed 
Xi\en's  e\  es  as  sparks  eniitted  from  two  IkjIcs  in  his 
dust-caked  face. 

Papiiuau  tells  how  a  tree  outslile  the  trench  was 
cut  in  two  by  a  sliell  ;md  its  trunk  laid  aeross  the 
breach  of  the  trench  caused  bv  another  s!k11;  and 
iyinrj;  o\er  tlic  trunk  limp  and  lifeless  where  he  had 
fallen  was  a  man  killcLl  by  still  another  shell. 

"  1  remember  how  he  looked  because  I  had  to  step 
arountl  him  and  over  the  trunk,"  said  Papmeau. 

L'nless  )ou  did  ha\e  to  step  around  a  dead  or 
wountjed  man  there  was  no  time  to  observe  his  ap- 
pearance; for  by  noon  there  were  as  many  dead  and 
wounded  in  the  P.  P's'  trench  a.  Miere  were  men  fit 
lor  action. 

Those  unhurt  did  not  have  to  be  steadied  by  their 
superiors.  Knocked  down  by  a  concussion  they 
sprauLi;  u.p  with  the  promptness  of  disifust  of  one 
tlii'own  uft  a  hiirse  tir  tripjud  bv  a  wire.  When  tuld 
to  mo\e  trom  one  part  ot  the  trench  to  another  where 
there  was  desperate  need,  a  word  was  sulficient  direc- 
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tion.  They  unilcrstood  v.  hat  was  wanted  of  them, 
the^c  \etL'rans.  I  hey  went.  I  hey  sei/ctl  every  lull 
to  d;op  the  rifle  for  the  spailc  and  repair  ttie  breaches. 
When  they  were  not  shootinp;  thev  were  diL^tiing. 
Tfie  officers  h  ui  only  to  keep  rerninditi};  theni  iint  to 
expose  theni-  l\es  in  the  hreaJies.  I'or  in  the  thick 
of  it  —  and  the  thicker  the  ir.ore  so  —  thev  must  try 
to  keep  some  dirt  between  all  of  their  bmiies  except 
the  head  antl  arm  w  hich  must  be  up  m  order  to  fire. 

At  1.30  a  che,!-  rdse  from  that  trench.  It  was  for 
a  platof)n  of  the  Kind's  Roval  Rilles  which  hacl  come 
as  reinforcement.  ( >h.  but  that  band  of  Tommies  did 
look  c;ood  to  the  ■'  "'M  Anil  the  little  prize  pack- 
age that  the  very  re!;;^!-le  Mr.  Atkins  had  with  him  — 
the  machine  mm!  "^'ou  cm  always  count  on  Mr.  At- 
kins to  remain  "  amon.;  those  present  "  to  the  last  on 
such  occasions. 

Now  Nivcn  got  word  by  messenger  to  go  to  the 
nearest  point  where  the  telephone  was  working  and 
tell  the  brigade  commander  the  complete  details  of 
the  situation.  Fl  e  brigade  commander  asked  him  if 
he  could  stick,  and  he  said  "  "\'es.  sir!  "  which  is  what 
Col.  "  Fanny  "'  Farquhar  would  have  said.  That 
trip  was  hardly  what  could  be  called  peaceful.  The 
ori'erly  whom  Xiven  had  with  him  both  going  and 
coming  was  hit  by  high  explos;\"e  shells,  \i\en  is  so 
small  —  it  is  very  tlifTicult  to  hit  him.  1  le  is  about  up 
to  Major  Gauk's  shoulder. 

He  had  been  worrying  about  his  supplv  of  rifle  car- 
tridges. I  here  were  not  enough  to  take  care  of  an- 
other Gerinan  Infantry  charge  whic'i  was  surelv  com- 
ing. After  repelling  two  charges,  think  of  failing  to 
repel  the  third  for  want  of  ammunition!  Think  of 
Corporal  Christy,  the  bear-hunter,  with  the  Germans 
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thick  in  front  oi  liiin  arvJ  no  bullets  fur  his  riik! 
Jkit  appeared  again  Mr.  'Ihomas  Atkins  —  annrher 
platoon  of  him  with  twenty  boxes  of  tartriJijes  which 
were  rather  a  risky  burden  to  bring  through  the  j>h>.l! 
fire,  'llie  relief  as  these  were  distributed  was  that  of 
having  something  at  y(jur  throat  which  threatens  to 
strangle  you  removed. 

Making  another  tour  of  [lis  trenches  about  four  in 
the  afternoon,  Ni\cn  {<mnd  that  there  was  a  gap  of 
fifty  yards  between  his  left  and  the  right  of  the  ad- 
joining regiment.  I'ifty  yards  is  the  inch  on  the  end 
of  a  man's  nose  in  trench  warfare  on  such  an  occasion. 
I  Ic  was  able  to  place  eight  men  in  that  gap.  At  least, 
they  could  keep  a  lookout  and  tell  hinj  what  was  going 
on. 

It  was  not  cheering  news  either  to  learn  a  little 
later  that  the  regiments  (;n  his  left  Iia.l  w  itlidrawn  to 
trenches  about  three  hundrevl  yards  to  the  rear  —  a 
long  distance  in  trench  warfare.  But  the  1'.  l'\  li.ii 
no  time  for  ret'renunt.  They  could  ha\e  gone  only 
in  the  panic  of  men  who  think  uf  noth.in^  in  their  dc- 
moralisation  except  to  tlee  from  the  tianger  in  front 
Without  thinking  that  there  m.i\  be  more  danger  t(j  the 
rear.  I  hey  were  held  where  they  were  uiuler  w  !iat 
cover  t!-.ev  had  by  the  renewed  blasts  of  sheik  —  put- 
ting the  niachine  guns  out  of  action  again  —  which 
suddenly  ceased;  for  the  Geriii.ins  were  coming  on 
again. 

Now  was  the  supreme  effort.  It  was  as  a  night- 
mare in  which  only  the  objective  of  effort  is  recalled 
and  all  else  is  a  \ague  struggle  of  all  the  strength  one 
can  exert  against  smothering  odJs.  No  use  to  ask 
these  men  what  they  thought.  What  do  you  think 
when  you  are  climl>ing  up  a  rope  whose  strands  are 


Tin:   M.M'I  I"   [  1"  \[    I'  )LK 


3^'5 


brcakiiij,'  <)\cr  the  i.\!.;c  ..i'  a  ;  ,l-..,  !.t  .'  V.>w  Ji\\nh  — 
th;:t  is  all. 

1  he  1'.  l''s  i,!int  at  (Jl.■rnlaIl^.  At'tcr  a  iii^ht  with- 
out blufi,  alter  a  clay  amonif  their  ilcad  and  wounded, 
after  the  torrents  of  shell-lire,  after  breathing;  smoke, 
ikist  :\nd  1,'a',.  these  \-eterans  were  in  a  state  of  exalta- 
tiiiii  entire!)  uiui>n--.!i)Us  of  dani;crs  of  tiieir  surround- 
in;j;s,  mindless  of  what  came  iu\f.  auttjmatically  shoot- 
in;^:  to  kill  as  they  were  trained  to  do,  c\en  as  a  man 
pulls  with  i\ery  ounce  of  streni^th  he  has  in  him  in  a 
close  I'ni^li  o|  a  hoar  ra^c. 

Corpiiral  l))\er  havl  to  ^ixc  up  firini^  his  machine 
gun  at  last.  Wounded,  he  had  Auj:,  it  out  of  the  earth 
alter  an  explosion  and  set  it  up  again.  1  he  explosion 
tliat  destnueii  the  i:i;n  tinally  crushevl  his  Kg  and  arm. 
lie  crauKii  out  ot  the  drhris  towards  the  support 
treiuh  whitli  h.ul  hec.'nc  the  tire  trench.  onl\  to  he 
killed  in   a  bullet. 

I  he  (lerinans  got  possession  of  a  seet'on  ,if  t!ie  i'. 
P's'  tren.Ii  whu-e.  it  is  belie%i.d.  no  Can.ulians  were 
lelt.  But  the  (lerman  effort  dieil  there.  It  could  get 
no   farther.      This  was  as  near  to  Vpres  as  the  (ler- 


mans  were  to  go   m  t.us  direction. 
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work  was  done  and  there  in  sight  of  the  field  scattered 
with  Cierma.n  tiead,  the  P.  P's  coimtcd  their  numbers. 
Of  the  6'',^  men  who  had  begim  t!ie  l:ij;ht  at  davbreak 
one  hundred  and  tittv  men  .irul  luur  otlicers.  Niveii, 
Papineau.  Clark  and  Wmdenherg,  remii'ied  tit  for 
duty. 

I'apineau  is  a  vnung  InvNcr  of  Montreal,  wjio  had 
alrcad}  won  tlie  .Militar\  Cross  for  bombing  (iermans 
out  of  a  ^ap  at  St.  I  l-i.  \'andenberg  is  a  Dutchman 
—  hut  mostly  he  is  \  .mdenberg.  To  hiin  the  call  of 
youth  is  ti)e  call  to  arms.      I  le  knows  the  roads  of 
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Europe  and  the  roails  (if  Chihuahua.  He  was  at 
home  fitihtinff  with  \  illa  at  /acatcras  and  at  home 
fighting;  with  the  V.  l'"s  in  front  of  Vpres. 

Darkness  found  all  the  survivors  among  the  P.  Fs 
in  t!ie  support  and  communication  trenches.  I  he  tire 
trench  had  beconu-  an  untenable  dust-heap.  1  hey 
crejit  out  cnlv  to  bri:ig  in  anv  wounded  unable  to  help 
tlieinselves;  and  wounded  and  rescuers  were  more  than 
once  hit  in  the  process.  It  was  too  dangerous  to  at- 
tetnpt  to  burv  t!ie  deail.  who  were  in  the  tire  trench. 
Most  of  t!i.  ni  h;id  alreadv  been  buried  bv  shells.  I'or 
the;n  :uij  for  -Jtc  dea^l  in  the  support  trenches  interred 
by  their  living  comrades  Niven  recited  such  portions  as 
he  could  recall  of  the  Church  of  I'jigland  service  for 
the  dead  —  recited  then-,  with  a  tight  throat.  Then, 
the  P.  P's,  unbeaten,  marched  out,  leaving  the  position 
to  their  relief,  a  battalion  of  the  King's  Royal  Rifle 
Corps. 

Eighteen  hundred  strong  they  had  come  out  to 
France;  end  after  they  had  repulseil  German  charges 
in  the  midst  of  shells  that  mauled  their  trctiches  at 
Mooge  on  that  indescribable  day  of  May  8th,  one 
hundred  and  tifty  were  able  to  bear  anns  and  little 
Lieutenant  Niven.  polo  pl.iyer  and  horseman,  who 
had  entered  as  a  private,  was  in  command.  Corporal 
Christv,  bear-hunter  of  the  Northwest,  who  could 
"  shoot  the  eyes  off  an  ant,"  bv  some  miracle  had  es- 
cai^'d  without  a  scratch.  .Ml  the  praise  that  the 
P.  P's,  millionaire  or  labourer,  scapegrace  or  respect- 
able pillar  of  society,  ask  is  that  thev  were  worthy  of 
fighting  side  by  side  with  Mr.  Thomas  Atkins,  regular. 
At  best  one  poor  little  tinite  mind  only  observes 
through  a  rift  in  the  black  smoke  and  yellow  smoke  of 
high  explosives  and  the  clouds  of  dust  and  military 
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secrecy  snmctliins  of  what  li.is  li.ippcr.Cvl  In  a  miuiII 
section  of  that  lon^'  line  from  Swit/erlaml  to  the  North 
Sea  many  times;  and  this  is  ^l\en  here. 

Leaning  a;4a!nst  the  wall  in  a  corner  of  tiie  dininj];- 
room  ot  the  Irench  chateau  were  the  1*.  Vs  coloins. 
Mai(n'  NivCii  took,  ott  the  wrapper  in  or.lcr  that  I 
nii^ht  see  the  lla;;  witli  the  initi.iK  of  tlie  liattalion 
which  Princess  i'atricia  embroidertJ  with  her  own 
lianJs.  There's  room,  one  repeats,  tor  a  little  senti- 
ment and  a  little  emotion,  too,  between  Halitax  and 
\'ancouver. 

"  Of  course  we  couitl  not  t.ikc  our  colours  into 
action."  said  Niven.  "  I  hev  would  lia\e  liLcn  torn 
into  tatters  or  buried  in  a  shell  crater.  \lut  ue'\  e  al- 
ways kept  them  up  at  battalion  headquarters.  I  !ie- 
lie\e  we  arc  the  only  battalion  that  has.  We  prom- 
ised the  Princess  that  we  wouKl." 

In  her  honour  an  old  custom  has  been  renewed  in 
France:  knights  are  lighting  in  the  name  of  a  fair 
lady. 
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The   niitnti's   island    itisiiiict  —  Secrecy   surrounding   thr   fleet The 

ma«ic  mcstatie  —  Tli-  j,,iirnrv  — A  ni^ht  drive  ainnj:  the  bleak 
coast  o{  Scotland  —  i;.i  sM'i'>  .l^  sentries  —  An  ohduraie  guard 
—  The  navy  yard —  I  he  Adiniral's  •■ijuarter  deck" — The 
largest  contract  in  all  Enjjlaiul  —  lircji  i!n  li.i  k,  —  i'.i;r;..ij  i,, 
workmen's  clothe-. 

fin  Briton's  nntidnal  sclf-consclousncss  is  surroumioj 
by  salt  water.  1  lis  island  instinct  is  only  another 
v.-nni  for  sea  instinct.  I'hb  anJ  (low  of  war  on  the 
Continent,  play  of  pnrtv  politics  at  home,  optimism 
ami  pessimism  wrcstlini,'  in  the  press —  in  t!ie  liack  of 
his  heml  he  was  thinking  of  the  na\  y. 

I)ur!n<r  the  lirst  year  of  the  w.ir  all  otlier  curtains 
of  mih'tar\  secrecy  were  parted  at  inter\als;  but  t!ie 
world  of  British  naval  f)perati<)ns  seemed  hermetically 
sealcil.  ( )nc  could  only  imaj^nnc  what  the  (irand  Fleet 
\yas  like.  I  \c  !iui  ilespaired  of  ever  seeing  it  in  tl'e 
life,  when  ^odd  fortune  slipped  a  message  across  the 
Channel  to  the  British  front,  which  became  the  maLric 
carpet  of  transition  from  the  burrowint,^  armv  in  its 
trenches  to  the  solid  decks  of  battleships;  which 
chanfred  the  war  correspondent's  modern  steed,  the 
automobile,  trailimx  dust  over  French  roads,  to  de- 
stroyers trailinii  foam  in  choppy  seas  oft  I'"nglis;. 
coasts. 

But  nor  all  the  iourne\inL!:  was  on  tiestrovcrs.  Ot'c 
must  travel  by  car  also  if  he  would  ktiow  somethint; 
of  the  intricate,  busv  world  of  the  Admiralty's  work, 
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wihcli  in.iN>.>.  i.i),!>t;4>,>tu;..  a  part  vi  Ui  ;;':rsor.aci. 
'1  here  was  more  tli.iii  ships  to  sec:  iiio--  th.iti  ,,iu'  i  1  ue 
to  go  in  thai  uondtrtul  week. 

I  lie  transition  is  less  sudden  if  \vc  begin  witii  the 
career  oi  an  oju-n  ear  aloii^  the  coast  oi  Scotland  in 
the  ni^iit.  Dusk  had  talLii  on  the  purple  tluud-laiuls 
<>J  heather  dotted  with  the  white  spots  oi  grazing 
sficq'  ;n  the  Scotch  highlands  under  chanj^ing  skies, 
V.  ith  hcadhiiids  stretchinij;  out  into  the  tiiisty  readies 
ol  the  North  Sea.  forbidding  in  the  chill  air  after  the 
warmth  hI  1- ranee  and  suj^Ljestive  of  the  uninvitinjj 
theatre  where,  in  approachiiijr  winter,  patrols  and 
tr.iulers  and  mine-sweepers  cirrieil  on  tlieir  work  to 
uitliin  ranLje  of  the  ^"'ns  of  Ileli^tjland.  A  people 
wl'.o  h\ed  in  such  a  chill  land,  in  sij,dit  of  such  a  chill 
sea,  and  who  spoke  of  tiieir  "  Ixjnnie  Scotland  for- 
e\  er,"  w  ere  worthy  to  he  masters  of  that  sea. 

riie  AtJierieans  who  think  of  Britain  as  a  small  is- 
l.iMd  forget  the  distance  from  Land's  Erul  to  J(jhn  o' 
droat's,  whieh  represents  coast  line  to  he  guarded: 
and  we  may  lind  a  lesson,  too.  we  who  must  make  our 
real  detente  In  ^ea,  of  tireless  vigils  which  mav  be  our 
nun  it  the  111. I  Armageddon  beast  ever  comes  threaten- 
ing the  !.Lr-!o-gLr  coast  line  that  we  h.'\e  to  defend. 
I  or  you  may  ne\er  know  what  war  is  till  war  comes. 
Not  even  the  (lermans  knew,  though  they  hail  prac- 
tised with  a  lifelike  dummy  behind  the  curtains  for 
forty  \ears. 

.\t  intervals,  just  as  in  the  military  zone  in  France, 
sentries  stopped  us  and  took  the  number  of  our  car: 
hut  this  time  sentries,  who  were  guarding  a  navy's 
rather  tliun  an  arm\'s  secrets.  With  darkness  we 
passed  t'le  light  of  an  occasional  itm,  while  cottage 
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masses  of  the  hills.  One  womlercd  where  all  the 
kiltcJ  li!L,'lii;ind  soKlicrs  whuin  he  had  seen  at  the 
front  came  trmn.  without,  1  trust,  disclosintj  any  mili- 
tary secret  that  the  canny  Ili};hlanders  enlist  I.ow- 
laiiders  in  kilty  regiments. 

Tile  i'renchmen  of  our  partv  —  .M.  Step!ien  Piclmn, 
former  joreign  Minister.  M.  Rene  Ba/in.  of  the 
A.ademie  l"ran',;aisc,  M.  Joseph  Keinacli.  of  the 
Fitfii!'),  M.  rier'-e  Mille,  of  I.c  Temps,  and  M.  Henri 
P(jnsot  —  who  had  ne\-er  been  in  Scotland  helore. 
were  on  the  lookf  ut  for  a  ci\'ilian  Scot  in  kilts  and 
were  griex'ou'^lv  diisappointed  not  to  find  a  single  one. 

'1  hat  night  ride  con\-inced  nie  that  howe\er  many 
Germans  might  be  mio\  ing  about  in  I'.nghind  under  ihe 
fZuise  of  cockney  or  of  Lancashire  dialects  in  quest  ot 
information,  msne  has  an\"  chance  in  Scot!,;nd.  I  Ic 
could  ne\er  get  -'e  burr,  I  am  sure,  unless  born  in 
Scotland;  and  if  i.l  were,  once  he  had  it  the  triutni^li 
ought  to  make  him  a  ScotJiman  at  heart. 

1  he  ofli.er  (if  the  Koyal  \a\-y.  who  was  in  the  car 
with  me,  confessed  to  less  faith  in  his  s\mbol  of 
authority  than  in  the  generations"-breJ  burr  of  our 
chaufteur  to  carry  conviction  of  our  genuineness;  so 
arguments  were  left  to  him  and  succcsstullv,  including 
two  or  three  with  Scotch  c:ittle,  which  seemcil  to  be 
co-operating  with  the  sentries  to  block  the  road. 

After  an  hour's  run  inland  and  the  car  rose  o\er  a 
ridge  and  descended  on  a  sharp  grade,  in  the  distance 
under  the  moonlight  we  saw  the  tloor  of  the  sea  again, 
melting  into  o(iaiiucness,  witii  cur\ing  fringes  ol  toam 
along  tlie  irregular  sliore  cut  b\  the  indentaitions  ot  tiie 
firths.  Now  tlie  sentries  were  more  trLOucnt  and 
mure  particula;-.      (^ur  single  light  gave  dim  form  to 
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the   figures   of   sailors,    soldiers,    aiij   buy   scouts   on 
patri)!. 

1  hey'vc  done  rcmarkihlv  well,  these  boys  I  "  said 
the  otlicer.  "  (Jur  fears  that,  bnylike,  they  would  see 
all  kinds  ot  thini^s  which  ilidii'c  exist  were  (juite  need- 
less. 1  he  work  has  taught  them  a  sense  of  respimsi- 
bihty  which  will  remain  with  tliem  after  the  war,  when 
their  experience  will  be  a  precious  memory.  They 
realise  that  it  isn't  play,  but  a  serious  business,  and  act 
accordingly." 

With  all  the  houses  and  the  countryside  dark,  tlie 
rays  of  our  lamp  seemed  an  invading  comet  to  the  men 
who  held  up  lanterns  with  red  twinkles  of  warning. 

"The  patrol  boats  have  complained  about  yo.ir 
lights,  sir!  "  said  one  obdurate  sentry. 

We  looked  out  into  the  black  wall  in  the  direction 
of  the  sea  and  could  see  no  sign  of  a  patrol  boat. 
How  had  it  been  able  to  inform  this  lone  sentrv  of 
that  flving  ray  which  disclosed  the  line  of  a  cn.istal 
road  to  any  one  at  sea?  He  would  not  accept  the  best 
argumentative  burr  that  our  chaufteur  might  produce 
as  sutlicient  explariation  or  guarantee.  Most  Scottish 
of  Scots  in  physiognomy  and  shrewd  rnatter-ot-tact- 
ncss,  as  revealed  in  the  glare  of  the  lantern,  he  might 
have  been  on  watch  in  the  Highland  fastnesses  in 
Prince  Cliarlie's  time. 

"  Captain  R ,  of  the  Royal  Navy!  "  explained 

the  oliicer,  introducing  himself. 

''  ril  take  your  name  and  address!  "  said  the  sentry. 

"  The  Admiralty.      I  take  the  responsibility." 

"  .-\s  I'll  report,  sir!  "  said  the  sentrv.  nut  so  con- 
vinced but  he  burred  something  further  into  the  cliauf- 
feur's  ear. 


J  / 
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This  SL'C!:,s  to  !i;i\l'  little  in  J  >  witli  flic  n:i\  \ .  bvA  it 
has  tniiJi.  iiiiiccd.  as  ri  jvirt  ot  an  unt.ithdiTiaML',  coiii- 
pHcatcil  hiisiiKSs  (if  guards  within  ^';.iarJs.  intclh^ciuc 
battlin;^  with  intclli)j;cncc,  (ircc'\i'\^  raiiiurv  In  land  or 
sea.  of  th')SO  responsible  im-  ilic  satcty  ot  l.nglanJ 
arui  the  inasterv  ot  the  seas. 


It  i',  rroni  the  na\-\  sard  that  the  ships  p^n  forth  to 
battle  ar.d  to  the  na\y  \arii  thev  must  return  tor  sup- 
plies and  for  the  ^riiornini^  beat  "[  haniniers  in  the  ihy 
ilnek.  Those  who  wor'rv  at  a  n;i\v  \ard  Kee[>  the 
na\\"s  house:  welcome  home  all  tlie  lamilv.  troni 
Drcadnou.L'hts  to  trawlers,  ^i\  c  them  cheer  and  shelter, 
and  hiMd  up  their  uounds. 

The  tjuarter-deck  of  action  for  Admiral  I.owrv. 
cnnimandin;^  the  i^reat  base  on  the  I  urth.  \\hi,.h  was 
besTun  bef<ire  the  war  and  hastened  to  completion  since, 
was  a  siibst.'intial  brick  ofrice  buihlin^j;.  Adioinin^  h.s 
office,  wlierc  lie  worked  with  cr.nin.ers'  blue  prints  as 
well  .IS  with  sea  maps,  he  hail  titt.d  up  a  small  bed- 
rtKJin  v.here  he  slept,  to  be  at  hand  if  any  emerjj;ency 
arose. 

P.irrlv  we  w.iiked.  a.s  he  showed  us  over  his  domain 
of  steam-sb.o\  els,  machine  shops,  cement  lactones,  ot 
buildinL!;  and  repairs,  of  coaliiitf  and  docking,  and  partly 
we  rode  on  a  c,;r  that  ran  over  temporary  rads  laid 
for  trucks  loaded  with  ro^i<.s  and  dirt.  llorrowmi" 
from  i'eter  t<i  \r.i\  I'aul,  a  river  bottom  had  bceii  '.  lied 
in  back  of  t!ie  qua\s  with  material  that  had  been  exca- 
vated to  form  a  \ast  basin  with  cement  walls,  where 
stjuadrons  of  I)readnou_L;hts  mi,uht  rest  andi  await  their 
turn  to  be  warped  into  the  ;;reat  diry  clocks  wiueh  o[xn 
oil  it  in  chasmlike  ;^alleries. 
"  'J'he  largest  coittract  in  all  Tngland,"  said  tlic  con- 
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fractnr.  "  And  here  is  the  mnn  who  checks  up  mv 
work,"  he  adiieJ,  noddiriL^  to  the  lean.  Sentch  naval 
ci\-;l  engineer  who  was  with  us.  It  was  clear  from  his 
look  that  only  material  of  the  best  (]unlitv  and  work 
that  was  true  would  be  aece;)table  to  this  canny  mentor 
of  etlici^'ticv. 

"  Aiid  the  workers?  IIa\-c  vou  had  any  strikes 
here?" 

"  No.  We  have  emplovcd  double  the  usual  num- 
ber of  men  from  the  start  of  the  war,"  he  said.  "  I'm 
afraid  that  the  Welsh  coal  troubles  ha\'c  been  aeccpteil 
as  characteristic.  (.)ur  men  !ia\e  been  reasonable  and 
{latriotic.  They've  shown  the  ri^h.t  spirit.  If  they 
hadn't,  how  could  we  ha\e  accomplished  that?  " 

We  were  IcokitiL,^  down  into  the  depths  of  a  dry 
dock  blastCvl  out  of  the  rock,  which  !iad  been  bcL;un 
and  couiplcted  within  the  year.  And  we  had  lieard 
nothin^j;  oi  all  this  thr-ur^h  tliose  twel\-e  ir  intlis  I  No 
writer,  no  photographer,  chronicle.!  this  silent  labour! 
Double  lines  of  ^^.lards  surrounded  the  place  dav  a-id 
ni^ht.  ( )nly  tried  patriots  mi^dit  enter  this  world  of 
a  busy  armv  in  smud^ietl  workmen's  clothes.  bend'-Tg 
to  their  tasks  with  that  ordered  discipline  of  indus- 
trialism  which  wears  no  uniforms,  marches  wiihrnit 
beat  ot  drums,  and  toils  that  the  ships  shall  want  i.oth- 
ing  to  ensure  victory. 
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I.osinp  oiic'r.  heart  to  the  Briti-!i  i.avv — '•Specialised  in  torpedo 
work" — Watching;  for  sul>iii.iri!ic>  —  Passing  a  rio  ■>  —  llie 
eyes  (>t  the  nav}  — Culd  on  the  briiij;e  —  A  jumpy  :  a  —  Louk 
out  lor  the  spra_\  — A  syiiipiion>  in  intLliai,i;iii  —  Around  a  hend 
and:  the  "^i.    ^^o.vtT  of  I!nj;land' 

XoW  \\c  were  on  our  way  to  tlic  great  tliinn;  —  to  oiir 
loolv  behinii  the  curtain  at  the  hlclJcn  liusts  ot  sea- 
p<)\ver.  Of  some  cii^lit  hiin<lreil  tons'  burden  our 
btee'.i.  iloino;  ei^iiteeii  knots,  which  was  a  Jog-trot  lor 
one  of  her  speeJ. 

"  A  liestrii', er  is  Hke  an  autoninhile,"  said  the  com- 
mander. "  If  Nou  rush  her  all  tile  time  s!ie  wears 
out.      We  L;ive  lii-'r  i\\c  limit  r.n\y  when  pecess-'ry." 

On  the  hrid^'L  tlie  /evi.  of  trax'el  on  a  dolphin  of  steel 
held  the  bridle  on  eaircrness  to  reach  the  journey's  end. 
We  all  like  to  see  thinijs  well  d(Mic  and  here  one  had 
ii.  first  t;'ste  of  Iiww  well  t'linLfs  are  done  in  the 
Briti.di  na\\-,  v,  hiJi  diil  not  h.;'.e  to  make  reaiiv  tor 
war  after  the  war  bc^an.  With  an  open  e\  e  one  we:ir, 
v.ni.]  the  experience  of  other  na\ies  as  a  bal.mce  for  his 
(,lv-;er\',itii'ii :  hot  one  lost  one's  heart  to  the  l>ritish 
na\-\  and  mi^h.t  as  ulII  confers  it  now.  .\  six  months' 
cruise  with  our  own  battleship  lleet  was  a  proper  in- 
troduction to  ih.e  experience.  Xe\-er  under  any  flag 
not  m\-  own  tlid  I  feel  so  miieh  at  h^'tne. 

After  the  ardiuons  monotoivv  oi  tlie  trendies  and 
after  the  tra'tie  of  London,  it  was  freedom  and  sport 
and  ecstasy  to  be  there,  with  the  rush  of  salt  air  on 
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tlie  face  I  Our  coinmaiuicr  v..;.  under  thirty  vcars  of 
age;  an  J  tli.it  dcstruycr  rcsptinJci  to  his  \v;ll  hkc  a 
stringi-J  instiuniciit.  lie  sl-ciucJ  a  part  ol  her.  her 
nerves  wcKLvl  to  his. 

"  Specialised  in  tnrpciin  wurk,"  he  said,  in  answer 
tu  a  question.  Th.at  is  the  way  of  the  British  navy: 
to  leani  jne  thiiiLt  well  h.tnre  you  go  on  w  .:h  another. 
If  ill  t!ic  course  of  it  you  learn  how  tu  coinniand,  lar;;er 
responsibilities   au  lit   \ou.      If  nut  —  there's   retired 

Inside  a  shield  w!;iJi  sheltered  them  troin  the  spray 
on  the  forward  d.eek.  signiiicav.tly  tree  nt  e\erything 
but  tliat  four-inch  t;un,  its  crev/  was  stationed.  1  he 
coir.niander  had  only  to  lean  <;\er  and  speak  through 
a  tube  and  <j;i\  e  a  rant^e.  and  the  ii;usic  began.  1  hat 
tu!»e  hifure.ited  at  tl;e  end  to  ::i;  e.'.r-ii;.i^k  (U'er  a 
youngster's  head;  a  voungster  who  had  real  s.iilor's 
smiling  blue  eyes,  like  the  coniniander's  own.  I- or 
hours  he  would  sit  waiting  in  the  hope  llii'.t  game 
would  be  siglued.  No  lisliernian  Liold  be  more  pa- 
tient or  more  chcertul. 

"  Before  he  came  into  the  na\y  he  vras  a  cliautleur. 
He  likes  this."  said  the  coniiiiander. 

'■  In  case  cf  a  submarir.e  you  vio  m^r  want  to  lose 
anv  time ;  is  that  it?  " 

"  "Ws."  lie  replied.  '  '^'ou  ne\er  can  tell  vJien  we 
niiglit  have  a  chance  to  jHit  a  shot  mto  1  r;t/'s  peri- 
scope or  ram  him  —  i'rit/:  is  our  inme  tor  sub- 
marines." 

Were  all  the  commanders  of  d:estroyers  up  to  his 
mark,  (;ne  w(  ulered.  I  low  many  more  had  the 
British  na\\'  caught  \oung  aiivl  tr.nneu  to  such  ijuiCK- 
ncss  of  decision  and  in  tiie  art  ol  i!n;.)ariing  it  to  his 
nicn  ? 
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J  !ircc  hii:idn.\l  ri:\i'!ut!(iiis  I  'I  he  dcstrnvt-T 
thangcd  speed.  Ii\c  liuiulrcd  I  She  ehan,-;ed  speed 
again. 

Out  of  tlie  :iiist  in  the  distance  flnslu'd  a  white  ri!v 
h  HI  ki'.iii  th;i;  seemed  to  be  tied  t.i  a  ileNti"o\  er's  how 
iiml  heliiiid  it  armher  desti-(^yer,  and  still  others,  lein, 
c;!t!ike,  hut  running  as  it'  legless,  with  greased  bodies 
sliding  over  tlie  sea.  We  snapped  (uit  some  message 
to  tlieni  and  tlie}  answered  as  prissiirj  birds  en  th.c 
wi.ng  beliMv  the\  sue|'t  nut  id  sight  i^ehind  a  headhind 
with  une;'nnv  ease  ot  sjieed.  I  Inw  in  mu'  dc-.trovers 
had  I'iiighmd  running  to  .iwd  i  I'o  in  the  N>irth  Sea, 
kceii  I'lV  the  chase  an;';  too  (;ui.k.  at  dodging  anvl  too 


We  kruiv, 


fa-t  to  he  in  aii\-  thinger  ot   the  uiidie"--.'. ; 

thrust  ot  the  as.-.issins  whom  the\  sought. 

the  figuris  in  t!ie  nawd  hsts.  hut  t'lere  cannut  h.   t;  c) 

manv.       1  !iev  are  'd;e  e\  es  ot   the  i',a\\:  the\    g:ithcr 

inlormatioM  .md  L.irr\  ;i  s'lni^  in  tiieir  torpedo  tul'.es. 

[t  w.is  ehdly  tliere  on  tlie  liridge,  v.  it!i  the  j'rojpect 
too  entrancing  not  to  remain  e\en  it  oiie  tro/e.  But 
here  stepped  in  na\al  preparedness  with  thick,  sli.jrt 
coats  01  I!. una  wool. 

"  Served  on.t  to  all  tlie  men  last  winter,  when  we 
were  in  the  thick  of  it  patroHi^L^"  the  commander  ex- 
plaip.ed.      "  Vou'l!  not  get  cold  in  tii;;tl  " 

"  And  xourself .'  "  \^as  suggested  to  the  cominandcr. 

"  (  )h,  it  is  iKJt  cold  enoLigli  for  t!;at  in  Septcmberl 
V.'e're  hirdened  to  it.  '^'ou  come  from  t!ie  land  and 
fiel  the  clumge  of  air:  we  are  at  sc:i  all  tiie  time."  he 
replied,  lie  was  wirh-'Ut  e\'en  an  overcoat;  and  the 
case  with  whiJi  he  held  his  footing  made  land  hilibers 
feel  then'  awkv.ai  dness. 

A  iumpv.  uncertain  tidal  sea  was  running.  Yet  our 
destroyer  glided  o\'er  the  w.i\es,   cut  througii  them, 
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nhived  with  them,  ruul  let  thcin  seem  to  play  with  her, 
!..irthe  \Nh;ie  lau-hiiit;  at  them  with  the  i^ower  ot  the 
purriii;;  vitals  tlv.it  drDvc  her  steiiJilv  un. 

"  Look  uutl  "  uh/uh  at  the  front  "n  i'rancc  was  a 
si.^nal  to  jump  tor  a  "  f.mk  pit."  We  ^'.ueke.!.  as  a 
clo-J  of  sprav  passed  ahnve  the  heavy  canvas  and 
clattered  like  'hail  a-^^inst  the  smokestack.  "  1  here 
won't  be  anv  mo/el  "  said  the  commander.  1  le  was 
ri':!it.  lie 'knew  that  pasv.i^e.  One  \\n:idvred  if  he 
d:Vl  not  know  every  -.ill^n  of  water  in  t!ie  North  >ea, 
v,-hi:h  he  had  experienced  in  all  its  moods. 

Sheltered  by  the  -.moke>;t;uk  dov.-n  "n  t!ie  r^.ain  d.ce 
one  of  our  party,  v. ho  lo\  jd  not  the  sea  tor  its 
sake  but  cndurc'd  it  as  a  passageway  to  the  s:^h_t  of 
tJK'  (ir,;:i  !  I'leet,  had  found  warmth.,  if  not  contiorf. 
Nor  for  him  that  in\it.ition  to  come  below  i:i\en  by 


1. 
)wn 


the  eluef  eiv^ineer.  who  mse  out  ot  a  round  iMle  w 


ith 


a  pi:a..i:U.  •^-  1  low  d"y  d"  1  "  air  to  ^et  a  sniti  of  the 
fredi  bree/e.  wizard  oi  the  mvsterio'is  pouer  ot  t!ie 
turbines  which  sent  the  destrover  marchini;  so  nor^c- 
Icssh-.  lie  was  the  one  who  transferred  the  captain's 
orders  into  tb.at  symphony  in  medianis'ii.  _  1  u:n  a 
le\er  and  '.ni  I'.ad  a  do/en  more  knots;  not  \-.itli  a  leap 
or  a  jerk,'but  like  a  cat's  sleek  stretch'n-  of  mitsdes. 
Not  bv  tl'C  sbmbtcrt  tremor  did  ycu  realise  the  acceler- 
ation:'only  by  watcliin^  some  stationary  objea  as  y.m 

ilew  past. 

Now  a  sweep  of  smooth  water  at  the  entrance  to  a 
harbour,  and.  a  turn  —  and  there  it  was:  the  bca  power 
of  England  I 


XWIII 


SHIPS  THAT  ii.w!:  lorGiiT 


Tht   "invisible"    rtcct  —  No   chance    tor    German    submnrinfs  —  ^ 
end  to  the   Kfeyish  blue-Rrecn   rriDiisters  —  the  Qucfn  Elizabeth 

—  Sea-power  ai.l  \v>jrld  power  —  bhips  ih  it  have  beeti  under 
fire  —  A  (Jtrinan  '•mistake" — bir  David  Ucatty — "  Vouth  for 
action" — Oil   b'l.ird    liie   Lion  —  bensanons   daring   the   fit;bting 

Importance  of  accurate  marksmanship  —  Crashing  blasts  and 

the  ".cream  of  shells  —  Watching  the  hits  —  The  precious  turret 

Result  of  German  Runfire  —  A  city  of  steel  —  Its  brain-center 

A  panoply  of  tubes,  levers,  pu>h-buttons  —  Methods  of  British 

gunfire  —  One  of  tiie  fircat  j;uns  —  Ii>  human  tomplement — The 
gun-poinier  —  I  rom   the   upper   bridge  —  An   impressive   beauty 

—  rUc  cl'.ase  off  Heli;;oland  —  Sjfe  retvjrn  of  ilie  l.i'jn. 

Rur  u-ns  th:it  ronl'v  it?  That  -^pr'ji'd  of  ;j;rcyi>-h  M  ic- 
^rccii  di!ts  ^ct  en  a  !i^.!,uc  ijrcyi^h  bluc-^rccn  platter  r 
One  cmiKl  imt  iliscorn  where  shij^s  began  anJ  water 
and  skv  which  iield  them  suspended  left  ott.  Invisible 
fleet  it  had  bee,i  called.  At  lirst  <i;lancc  it  seemed  to 
be  compos(\l  of  bai]lini^  phantoms,  ahsorbin.i;  the  t-^nc 
of  its  backu;"('und.  Adj-Jiiraltv  secrecy  must  be  the  re- 
sult of  a  naval  d.isliko  of  publicity. 

Still  as  if  rhev  were  rooted,  these  leviathans! 
I  low  could  sueh  a  ^hv.  peaceful  lookin?;  array  send  ()ut 
broadsides  of  twelve-  and  thirteen-'lve  and  fifteen-inch 
sh.ells?  Wiiat  a  paradise  for  a  CJerman  submarine! 
I'ach  ship  seemed  an  invitin'^  tariiet.  _  Onl^;  tture 
were  mai-.v  p;ates  and  doers  to  the  paradise,  closed  to 
all  thinLT'^  tha.t  travel  on  and  luuler  the  water  without 
a  proner  identification.  Submarines  that  had  tried 
to  pick  one  of  the  locks  w^-re  like  the  fish  who  found 
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going  sood  into  the  trap.  A  suhinarinc  \n.\  about  the 
sair.c  chance  of  reachini,'  that  anchorage  as  a  Cernian 
in  the  uniform  of  the  Kai;,er's  Death's  llc.ui  Hussars, 
with  a  bomb  under  his  arm.  of  reaching  the  vaults  of 
tile  l'.inl<  "f  I'.ngland. 

An.!  was  this  all  of  tiic  ^r.-itest  naval  torce  ocr 
gallK-red  under  a  single  corrmand.  these  two  or  th:t-e 
lines  of  ships?  But  as  the  destroyer  drew  nc.ircr  t!;/ 
•luestion  changed.  Ib=w  many  more?  Was  the.e 
no  end  to  grevish  blue-green  monsters,  in  order  as  pre- 
cise as  the  trees  of  u  California  orchard,  appearing  out 
ot  the  grevish  blue-green  b.^kground?  1  i:'t  to  claim 
attention  was  i!:e  O.rv/  /./iraZ;.-//;.  with  her  ciglit  l-d- 
tecn-inch  nuns  on  a  platform  which  could_  travel  at 
nearlv  the'spced  of  the  average  railroad  tram. 

'I'hc  contrast  of  sea  and  land  wartare  appealed  thi. 
,r.o!-e  vividlv  to  nnj  fresh  from  tl'.c  front  in  France. 
What  inllnite  labour  for  an  armv  to  get  one  big  gun 
into  position!  1  low  heralded  tlie  snaiMike  travels  of 
the  big  (jcrman  howit/er  1  !  K-re  was  ship  alter  shi;\ 
whose  guns  seemed  innumerable.  One  found  it  hard 
to  realise  the  resisting  power  of  their  ar-rour,  paintd 
to  look  as  liquid  as  the  sea.  and  the  stabilitv  of  their 
construction,  which  was  able  to  bear  the  st'am  of  tir- 
iiyr  the  '^rcat  sb.ells  th:'.t  fraN-elled  ten  miles  to  their 

target. 

Sea-power,  indeed!  And  world  power  too.  there 
in  the  hollr.w  oi  a  natif'n's  ham!,  to  thr(nv  in  whatever 
direction  sj;e  pleased.  If  an  American  had  a  lump  in 
b.is  throat  at  the  thought  of  what  it  meant.  w!uU  might 
it  not  mean  to  an  I'nulisb.man  ?  Probablv  the  I'ing- 
lisliman  would  say,  "  1  think  th.it  t!:e  fleet  is  all  right, 
d   n't  vovi  .'  " 

Land-power,  too!      On  the  Corcinent  vast  armies 
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wrestled  for  snmc  square  miles  of  earth.  France  has, 
s.r,,  tli;\L-  ii;';!!.iii\  soldiers;  (icrniany,  five:  Austria, 
four  —  apj  in^l.ind  h.iJ,  perhaps,  a  hundred  lliou- 
sand  men.  periuips  more,  on  board  this  tieet  wlueh  dc- 
fcnd.il  the  l^nylish  land  and  land-,  far  o\cr  sons  with- 
out firing  a  shot.  ( 'ne  Arneriean  regiment  of  infantry 
is  mure  tlian  sutr.cient  in  numbers  to  man  a  Drci^d- 
nought.  How  preeious.  then,  the  skill  ol  that  crew! 
Man-power  is  as  cont^ntrateil  as  ;j;  iti-p,iu  i.r  \\i:'.i  a 
na\v.  Ride  tliree  hundred  miles  in  an  automobile 
alonij  an  arniv  front,  with  ^lim[^ses  ot  units  of  sol- 
diers, and  vou  have  seen  little  of  a  modern  army. 
Here,  moving  down  tlie  I  iks  that  separated  these 
grey  fighters,  one  could  compass  the  vdioL'I 

I'"our  gold  letters,  spelling  the  word  I. ion,  awakened 
the  inuigin.ition  to  the  concrete  of  the  Bhnhcr  turning 
her  bouuni  skyward  before  she  sank  oil  t!ie  DM^^Ljer 
i^ank  und.er  the  li:-e  of  the  guns  of  the  l.i<i,i  awA  o;  the 
T'ujcr,  astern  vi  !ur,  and  the  Pthuc<s  Rnyal  and  the 
A'rte  Zciiloul,  of  the  latest  fashion  in  battle-cruiser 
squadrons  \\liidi  arc  known  as  the  "cat"  si]uadron. 
d  his  v,o;-k  bp'jught  tliem  into  their  own:  pro\cd  liow 
tile  Britii.h,  who  built  the  first  Dreadnouglit,  have  kept 
a  little  ahead  of  their  rivals  in  construction.  With  al- 
most the  ivan-power  of  Dreadnoughts,  better  than 
three  to  two  ngain'-t  the  be^t  battleships,  widi  the 
speed  of  cri.ii<ers  and  capable  oi  overwhelming 
craisers,  (r  of  pursuing  any  battleship,  or  get- 
ting out  of  r;;nge,  they  can  run  or  strike,  as  they 
p'leai^e. 

Ascend  that  gnngwnv,  so  amazingly  clean,  as  were 
the  decks  above  and  below  and  ever\  thing  about  the 
/,/')/;  or  the  'l"ujcr,  and  you  were  on  board  one  of  the 
few   maior  ships   \\I;ieh   luid   been   under   heavy   fire. 


SlUr>  Hi  \\    IIAVI.   I  (  >LLA\T        3^1 

Her  n:'!iv;crs  and  men  krxw  what  mnjcrn  nival  uar 
wai  like;  her  ^uns  knew  tfic  dittercnce  between  the 
\v:ill  of  cloth  of  a  towcd  t.irijot  and  an  enenn's  wall  of 
armour. 

In  the  ;  'fie  of  Tsushima  Straits  battleships  had 
fouL^ht  at  t.'irce  antl  four  tiiousanil  yards  and  closed 
into  much  shorter  range.  Since  then,  we  had  had  the 
new  inethoil  of  marksmanship.  Tsushima  ceased  to 
he  a  criterion.  The  l")o;^>^cr  IJank  multiplied  the 
ra:Tre  l-v  five.  A  hundred  \ears  since  Fni^Iand,  all 
tlk-  while  the  most  powerfnllv  armeti  nation  at  sea. 
hul  been  in  a  naval  war  of  the  first  maj^nitude;  and 
to  the  I.'iuu  an  '.  i;  .■  Ti^/rr  h  ;d  come  the  test.  I  he 
Germans  said  t'lat  they  had  sunk  the  I'ujrr;  but  the 
Tiiicr  afloat  purred  a  contented  deiiial. 

One  cuuKi  not  fail  to  identify  ainoni^  t!ie  jroiip  of 
otTiccrs  on  the   quarter-deck   \'iee- Admiral  Sir   I)a\id 
Bc:ittv.  for  his  \i  ' 
the  puMic's  e\e 


had  impressed  his  features  on 

his  portrait  n"t  appeared  in 

the  prc?s,  one  woui  .  have  been  inclined  to  sav  that  a 


timiral's  ti>.it  In'  mis- 


firi^t  heutcnant  li;;v!  put  on  a  \ice-at!niii 
take.  I  le  w  as  about  the  aj^^e  of  the  first  lieutenant  of 
our  own  battleships,  hivcn  as  it  \^  >,  one  was  inclined 
to  exJaim:  "  There  is  soirie  mistake  I  '\'ou  are  too 
vouhl;!  "  riie  Who  is  \\'!io  b-iok  says  that  he  is  all 
of  fortv-four  vears  old  and  it  must  be  ri!j;ht,  thou.'_'!i  it 
iiisi!j;rees  with  his  aj^pearance  by  fi\-e  years.  A  \'ice- 
adniiral  at  fortv-fourl  A  man  who  is  a  rear-admirrd 
with  us  at  l;ft\-li\e  is  very  precocious.  And  all  t!ie 
men  around  him  \vere  young.  The  I'T'ti^-h  navy  did 
n^'t  wait  for  war  to  te.ich  attain  t!ie  Ks^in  of  "  vn-.ith 
for  actioni"  It  saved  time  by  putti.-ij^  youth  in 
charfje  at  once. 

Their  simnle  uniforms,  the  directness,  alertness,  and 
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dcfinitcncss  of  these  officers,  who  had  been  with  a  fleet 
ready  for  a  year  to  go  into  battle  'm  a  minute's  notice, 
was  in  keeping  with  their  siirroinulinjjs  of  decks 
cleared  f"r  action  and  the  absence  of  an\thin^  whi.h 
did  not  suggest  that  hitting  a  target  was  the  business 

of  their  life. 

"  I  had  heard  that  you  took  your  admirals  Iroin  t!ic 
scho(.l-rnom,"  said  one  of  thj  I'renchmen,  "  but  1  lie- 
gin  to  believe  that  it  is  tlie  nursery." 

Night  and  day  they  must  be  on  watch.  No  easy- 
chairs;  their  shop  is  their  home.  They  must  have  the 
vitality  that  endures  a  strain.  One  error  in  batlL'  by 
anv  one  <.f  them  might  wreck  the  British  i:mpirc. 

It  is  diflicult  to  write  about  any  man-of-war  and  not 
be  technical;  for  everything  about  her  seems  tcchni.al 
and  mechanical  except  the  fact  that  she  tloats.  ller 
officers  and  crew  a-e  engaged  in  work  which  is  Icger- 
dermain  to  the  ci\  il:.in. 

"W.is  it  like  what  you  thoudit  it  would  b.'  .lUcr 
all  vour  training  for  a  naval  action?  "  f>ne  a-ked. 

"  Vcs,  quitefprettv  much  as  we  r.isoiud  it  out,' 
was  the  TLplv.  "  Indeed,  this  was  the  most  remark- 
able tiling.  It  was  lvi:r!e  practice  —  with  the  other 
fellow  shooting  at  you  I  "  .    -      n 

The  iire-control  otiicers.  who  were  a'ott,  all  aLirecd 
about  one  uncNpected  sensation,  uli-ch  hacl  not  oc- 
curred to  anv  expert  scientitically  predicatmg  w.iat 
action  wouldbe  like.  Thev  are  the  nnlv  ones  who 
may  reallv  "  see  "  the  battle  in  the  fill  sense. 

"When  tlie  shells  burst  against  the  arinour."  said 
one  of  these  officers.  "  the  fr'gments  were  viable  as 
tluv  ilew  about.  We  h-d  a  desire,  in  the  midst  of 
our  preoccupation  with  our  work,  to  reacli  oat  and 
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cntch  tlu'm.    Sinfjular  mental  phenomenon,  wasn't  it?  " 

At  Lit;ht  cr  nine  thousand  yards  one  knew  that  the 
modern  hattUship  could  tear  a  target  to  pieces.  Miit 
ci^;htceii  thousand  —  was  act  ur  w  '.  o.)  .sihl-  at  tliat  d;s- 
tance: 

"  Did  one  in  five  (Jerman  shells  hit  at  that  range?  " 
i   as!:i.d. 

"No!" 

Or   in   ten?     No!      In  twenty?     Still  no,   though 
less  d(.cisi\ely.     One  jjnt  a  conviction,  then,  that  th.- 
day  of  holdin^u  your  fire  until  you  were  close  in  cnouLrh 
lor  a  large  percentage  of  hits  was  past.     Acciir.icv 
was  still  vital  and  decisive,  hut  generic  accuracy, 
eighteen  thou«;and  yards  all  the  factors  which  send  a 
thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  or  two  thousand  p(jund-. 
of  steel  th.it  long  distance  cannot  be  so  gauged  that 
each  one  will  strike  in  exactly  the  same  line  when  ten 
issue  from  the  gun-muzzles  in  a  broadside.     But  it 
one  out  of  twenty  is  on  at  eighteen  thousand  yards,  it 
rnay  mean  a  turret  out  of  action.     .Again,  four  or  live 
might  I'.it,  or  none.     So,  no  risk  of  waiting  may  be 
talsLH,  in  f.;i\j  of  tlie  danger  of  a  chance  shot  at  long 
range.      It  was  a  chance  shot  which  struck  the  Linn's 
feed  tank  and  disabled  her  and  kept  the  cat  squadron 
from  doing  to  the  other  German  cruisers  what  they 
had  done  to  the  Bliichcr. 

"And  the  noise  of  it  to  you  aloft,  spottin;;  tlie 
shots?"  I  suggested.  "  It  "vi-t  h-i\e  been  a  lonJv 
place  in  such  a  tornado." 

"  Yes.  Hc-ides  the  crashing  blasts  from  our  ov.n 
guns  we  had  the  screams  of  the  shells  that  went  over 
and  the  cataracts  of  water  from  those  short  sprinklin;.' 
the  ship  with  spray.      But  this  was  what  one  expected. 


scars   t'rcin   tlie   wouii.ls?     One 
h:.th   the    L'   n   an,!   t!ic    T'::/<-r. 
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Everuhln^  was  what  one-  expected,  except  that  c'.eslrc 
to  catch  the  fragment..  Naturally,  one  was  too  busy 
to  think  much  of  anvthinii  except  rhe  en.m\"s  slups  — 
to  learn  where  v(nir  irhellb  were  strikinj.";. 

'•  You  could  tell  ?  " 

"  Yes,  just  as  well  and  better  than  at  target  p-aa:ce 
fur  the  target  was  l:;r-er  and  sr>lu!.  It  was  enthrall- 
ing,  that  watching  the  llli^ht  of  oar  bliells  toward  their 
target." 

Where  were  the 
looked  for  theni  on 
That  armour  patch  on  the  sloping  top  of  a  turret  !iiigl)t 
have  escaped  attention  if  it  had  not  been  pointed  out. 
A  shell  struck  there  and  a  fair  blow.  too.  A::d  what 
happened  inside?     Was  the  turret  gear  put  out  ot 

order? 

To  one  who  has  lived  in  a  war.lrooi!!  a  score  of 
questions  were  on  the  t'lngue's  ^:nA.  l  he  turret  :s  the 
bn.ket  which  holds  t!ie  precious  eggs.  A  turret  out 
Cif  action  means  tv.-o  guns  out  of  a:t;on;  a  bro.-vcn 
knuckle  for  the  pugilist. 

Constructors  have  racked  their  brains  over  ibc  sub- 
ject of  turrets  in  the  old  contest  between  gun-power 
and  protection.  T.k)  much  gun-power,  too  little 
armour!  Too  much  armour,  too  little  gun-power. 
Oft  the  Virginia  capes  we  have  pounded  antiqur.ted 
battleships  with  shells  as  a  test,  with  i,heep  inside  the 
turrets  to  see  if  life  could  survive.  But  m  the  last 
analvsis  results  depend  on  how  good  is  your  armour, 
how'  sound  vour  machinery  which  rotates  the  turret. 
That  shell  did  not  go  through  bodily,  oulv  a  frag- 
ment, which  killed  one  man  and  woun.led  another. 
The  turret  would  still  rotate:  the  other  gun  remamed 
in  action  and  the  one  under  the  shell-burst  was  soon 
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back  in  actlnn.  Wtv  sati^-factory  to  the  nav;;l  cdh- 
striutnrs. 

I'p  arul  d.iwn  tlu-  iill-but  pcrj'cnJiculr.r  steel  ladders 
with  their  narrow  sti'Ps.  ami  throiij^h  the  wintlinij  pas- 
sages below  decks  in  thnsc  cities  ot  steel,  cmc  fidlowed 
his  guide,  rccei\";n  r  s'>  miuli  intormation  and  so  many 
impressions  that  he  wis  conhised  as  to  lietails  between 
t!ie  two  veterans,  tlie  I.ioii,  which  was  hit  titteen  times, 
a'ul  t!;e  T'.!rr,  v.liiJi  \v:is  h.it  c'L'ht.  Wdierexer  vou 
v.eiu  e\'ery  si]uare  inch  of  spac  aiid  e\ery  bit  of  cijuip- 
meiit  seeiTicii  to  scr\-e  some  purpose. 

A  beautiful  hit.  indeed,  was  that  into  a  small  hooded 
aperture  wlierc  an  ob^er\er  looked  out  trnin  ,i  turret. 
I  le  uas  killed  and  another  man  took  his  place.      !■  resh 


a:'mour 


and   no  si^n  of  where  the   shut  had 


struck. 

'  !e  of 

lar'iette  w  lii.li  protects  the 


a  com]"^ai-tni:nt  betueen  tbe  s 


Tiien  belou',  int 

the  siiip  and  tlie  armoiirea  imi.ilhiu  >>ii..i.  j 
delicate  maehiner\  for  feediino;  shells  and  pcnvder  from 
the  in:'..','a/ifie  dc^]^  Ivjiow  the  water  to  the  ir^ns. 

"  1  ! was  killed  here.  Inipaa  of  tlie  shell  pass- 
im"^ through  tile  outer  pl.ites  Iv.ii-st  it  inside;  and,  of 
coarse,  the  fra^i;;nents  struck  harndeNd\-  a;j;ainsl  the 
barbette."' 

"  13an'4  in  the  dugout  I  "  one  excLiimed,  fr(_)m  army 
b^bir. 

''  Prec:-:Llvl      X(5  harm  d.onc  next  door." 

Trench  traverses  and  "  funk-pit  shelters"  for  lo- 
calisinif  the  effects  of  shell-bursts  arc  the  terrestrial 
expression  of  marine  construction.  No  one  shell  hap- 
pened to  ^et  ni.mv  men  eiMier  on  the  /,/',;;  or  the 
Ti;jcr.  But  t!:e  ellect  of  the  burst  was  felt  in  the 
passages,  for  the  air-pressure  is  bound  to  be  pro- 
nounced in  enclosed  spaces  which  allow  ot  little  room 
for  tlie  expansion  of  the  gases. 
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T'lcn  up  HDi-c  LuKlcrs  (;;:t  of  the  cl.aric  li-iit  into 
the  davli^ht,  huui^'mg  a  wall  of  armour  whose  tlilck- 
ncss  was  rcvcak-d  in  the  cut  irwule  for  the  small  door- 
way whivh  vol!  were  bidden  to  enter.  Now  you  wore 
in  one  of  the  brain-centres  of  the  ship,  where  the  action 
is  directed.  rii:nuuh  silt,  in  that  massive  shelter  o! 
the  hardest  steel  one  had  a  narrow  view.  Above 
them  on  the  white  wall  were  sdhojotted  d:a!:;rams  of 
the  different  tvpes  of  German  ships,  winch  o:\.'  toun  . 
in  .ill  nbservin-  stations,  dliev  uerc  the  most  popu- 
lir  form  of  mural  decoration  in  the  liritish  navy. 

Undernealli  the  slits  was  a  literal  pan-plv  of  the 
brass  fittiner.  of  speaking-tubes  anc'  .evers  ^''^  V^^^^' 
buttons,  ul.iJi  wo.:;.l  have  pu/zled  ev.n  the  '  1  lei.o, 
Central"  girl.  I  o  look  at  tlieni  revealed  nothing 
more  than  the  e^e  saw;  notliini!;  more  than  the  taee  ot 
a  watch  re\  eals  of  the  character  of  its  works.  1  h-TC 
wi^.  no  tellin-  how  tliev  ran  in  duplicate  below  the 
water  line  or' under  the  nroteai.'n  ol  armour  to  the 
guns  an>i  the  eni^iiies.  ^  ., 

•'We  u(t  one  in  here.  too.      It  wa>  a  ;r'n'd  one. 

said  the  host. 

"  lunk,  of  course,"  was  how  he  expressed  the  i-e- 
sult.'  Here,  too.  a  man  stepped  forwarvl  to  ta'.c  tb.e 
nlncc  of  the  man  ubo  was  killed,  just  as  the  first  l;cu- 
lenant  takes  the  place  of  a  ea;tain  of  infantry  who 
falls.  With  the  whole  telephone  apparatus  blown  ot 
the  wall,  as  it  were,  how  did  he  communicate? 

"There!"  Tlio  ho.t  imintcd  toward,  an  oiumms 
at  his  fee*.  1  f  that  failed  there  was  still  another  way 
In  the  linal  alternative,  each  turret  could  go  on  ilrin;^ 
bv  itself.  So  the  dcrmans  must  ha\e  done  on  tlie 
BHichrr  and  on  the  Gnc'ismau  and  the  Scluruhuist  m 
their  last  yhastly  mom.ents  of  hloodv  chaos. 
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"  If  rl.'s  is  carric.l  away  ar.d  tlun  t!;.it  i>^.  w'lv.  then, 
we  line — "  a;  (me  IkuI  often  lie.;rJ  nt:iccrs  sav  on 
boaril  our  own  ships.  But  that  was  hvpotliesis.  1  kre 
was  ilcmonstration,  wliieh  made  a  i^liiniise  ot  th.'  /..'  " 
an^I  the  'ri./rr  so  ;ntcrest;nj,f.  I  he  I.ioti  had  h  i.i  a 
narrow  es.ape  from  goin,:;  down  alter  heinji;  h.t  iti  t.ie 
feed  tank;  hut  once  in  daw  d'xk.  all  her  dan\;;^ed  parts 
had  been  renewetl.  i'articularlv  it  re  ;uired  imagina- 
tion to  rea'i'.e  that  tiiis  t>)ucr  had  e\er  been  struek; 
visualle,  more  convmeinq  was  a  plate  elsewhere  which 
had  been  left  unpainted,  sh.owing  a  s'patter  of  deiits 
from  '^hell-fra'jments. 

"  \\'e  thou^iit  tliat  we  oui,du  to  ha\e  sonvethinir  to 
pro\e  that  v.e  had  been  in  battle,"  sa:d  the  host.  '"  I 
tlunk  \'\c  shown  all  the  hies.      1  here  were  not  many." 

[Ia\-in"'  seen  the  result-;  of  derman  unin-firc.  we 
were  next  to  see  the  tretliods  ot  Br;tr^h  t^un-hre:  some- 
thin;^  of  the  tjuns  and  the  men  who  il'd  things  to  t!ie 
Geninns.  C">ne  stooped  under  the  overhanir  of  the 
turret    arn'our    from    the    barbette    and    chi^ibed    up 


n, 


no  sp  ire  i"'  ;ii!n  tor 
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the  generously  built,  and  out  oi  the  dim  li'^ht  a[ip.eareJ 
the  i^lint  of  the  massive  steel  breeJi  bloek  and  gun, 
set  in  its  hea\'\'  recoil  mountings  with  roots  of  steel 
supports  sunk  i:ito  the  \-ery  stri;eture  ol  the  slnp.  It 
was  like  other  guns  of  the  latest  impro\ed  t'.pe:  but  it 
had  been  in  action,  and  one  kept  thinking  of  this  tact 
that  ga\  e  it  a  sor«-  of  majestic  prestige.  One  wished 
that  it  might  look  a  little  ditterent  fn^n  the  others,  as 
the  right  of  a  veti'ran. 

A*^  the  plugman  swung  tlie  breeJi  open  I  had  m 
mii-d  a  giant  j^lugman  on  the  L'.  S.  S.  Coufuxticiit 
wliom  I  used  to  watc'i  at  drills  and  t,  -'^et  practice. 
Shall  I  e\-er  f'^ruet  the  il:.s:i  in  his  e\e  if  tliere  were  a 
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,1V  in  t!ic  firin;:;  after  the 
bie^J.i  li.ul  --nc  luMnc!  The  \va.  in  v.-hich  he  made 
tliat  enormous  blo.k  obey  his  t-.uch  in  oilv  obsequious- 
ness su-i^ested  the  apotheosis  or  the  wh.jle  business  of 
naval  war.  1  ch.n't  know  wIkUkt  the  plu^man  ot  1 1. 
M.  S.  /..•■-■'/  or  the  phi-in.in  of  the  I'.  S.  S.  Connecti- 
cut was  the  belter.  It  wouKl  take  a  superman  to  im- 
prove on  i-.ther. 

Like  the  bln.k.  it  seemed  as  it  the  man  knew  only 
the  inovetnents  ot   the  ilrill:  as  it  he  had  be.n  bred 
and  his  muscles  formed  for  that.     One  eoald  conceive 
of   him   plavlnj;-   diavolo   with   that   breech.      1  le   be- 
lo:-.j;ed  to  tlic  tinest  part  of  all  the  maehinerv,  the  hu- 
man element,  whiJi  made  the  parts  of  a  steel  machine 
lav  together  in  a  be:        '  .1  harmony. 
the    phi-man's    is      .l    m(;st    showv    part;    others 
plavine  equally  important  parts  are  in  the  ca\ern  be- 
lovv-  tb..   turret:  ■^n^\  must  important  o!   all  is  that  ol 
the  man  whu  kecp>  the  gun  on  the  target,  whose  true 
ri-ht  eve  mav  send  twcntv-tive  thousand  tcMis  ot  battle- 
sliip  to  perchtion.      No  one  eve  of  any  enlisted  man 
can  be  as  imp..rtant  as  the  gun-pninter's.      I  lis  the  eye 
-^rd    the    n.rve    trained    as    tinelv    as    the    plugman  9 
muscles.      I  le  does  nothing  cls<-.  thinks  of  nothing  else. 
In  conrnvm  with  painters  and  poets.  gun-pointers_  are- 
born  vMh  a  <'ift.  and  that  gilr  is  trained  and  trained 
and  trained.  ^  It  seems  simple  to  keep  right  on.  but  it 
Is  not       Trv  twentv  men  in  the  most  rudimentarv  test 
and  vou  will  tlnd  that  it  i^  not:  then  tb.mk  ol  tb.e  nerve 
It  t:ikes   to  keep   riglit   (ai   in   battle,   with   xr,ur   ship 
shaken  bv  the  enemy's  hits.  ,  .    .   ,  -      c- 

How  long  had  the  plugman  been,  on  his  i.o.'  bix 
years.  And  the  gun-pointer?  Seven.  iuelvevcars 
is  the  term  of  enlistment  in  the  British  navy.     Not  too 
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fast  hut  tIiorcu}j;hly.  is  the  Britisli  wav.  I'hc  "uIm  is 
to  make  a  plugman  or  a  gun-puintcr  the  same  ki:u!  of 
cxi'L-rt  as  a  master  artisan  in  any  other  walk  of  life, 
by  long  service  and  selection. 

None  ol  all  these  men  ser\ii\L;  tlie  two  rruns  from 
the  depths  to  the  turret  saw  anythinj^  of  the  battle, 
except  the  jj;un-pointer.  It  was  easier  for  them  than 
for  him  to  be  letter-perfect  in  the  test,  as  he  had  to 
guard  against  the  exhiliration  of  Iiaving  an  enemy's 
shij.i  instead  of  a  duih  target  under  his  eye.  Super- 
drilled  he  was  to  that  e\entuality;  super-drilled  all  the 
(.lie  IS  through  the  years,  till  each  one  knew  his  part 
a.-  well  as  one  knows  Imw  to  tLKri  the  key  in  the  lock 
of  his  bureau.  Used  to  the  sliock  of  the  discharges 
of  their  own  guns  at  battle  practice,  many  of  the  crew 
did  not  even  know  that  their  ship  was  hit,  so  preoccii- 
;  .ed  was  eacli  with  his  own  dur\-,  which  was  to  go  on 
with  it  until  an  order  or  a  shell's  havoc  stopped  him. 
I. very  mind  was  closed  except  to  the  thing  which  h:;d 
been  so  established  by  drill  in  his  nature  that  he  did  it 
instinctlv  ely. 

.A  few  minutes  later  one  was  looking  down  from  the 
upper  bridge  on  the  top  of  this  turret  and  the  black- 
lin.d  planking  of  the  eieck  eighty-tivc  feet  below,  with 
the  succp  of  the  tirm  lines  of  the  sides  converging  to- 
\. -ird  the  bow  on  the  background  of  the  water.  Sud- 
denly the  ship  seemed  to  have  grown  large,  impres- 
si\e :  her  structure  had  a  rocklike  solidity.  I  ler 
beauty  was  in  her  unadorned  strength.  One  was  ab- 
sorbing the  majesty  of  a  city  from  a  cathedral  tower 
after  ha\  ing  been  in  its  thoroughfares  and  seen  the 
detail  of  its  throbbing  industry. 

I).'  nnd  the  Lion's  bow  were  more  ships,  and  port 
and  starboard  and  aft  were  still  more  ships.     The 
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curnpass  range  lilKd  the  cvc  with  the  stalely  precision 
of  the  many  bijuaur.'ns  and  divi>.iuns  ot  leviathans. 
One  could  see  all  the  lleet.  Tlilb  ^eemed  to  be  the 
scenic  climax;  bat  it  was  nor,  as  v.c  were  U)  lear:i  wlien 
wc  should  sec  the  fleet  l'o  to  sea.  Then  we  were  to  be- 
hold the  mountains  on  the  iiiarJi. 

One  glanced  back  :it  tlie  deck  and  around  tlie  bridge 
with  a  sort  of  relief.  The  Intinite  was  making  him 
di//y.  I  le  wanteil  to  be  In  touch  u  ith  the  tir.ite  ag;'.:n. 
But  it  is  the  writer,  not  the  practical,  hardened  sea- 
man, who  is  affected  in  tills  wav.  To  the  seaman,  lierc 
was  a  battle-cruiser  with  h.er  sl-ter  battle-cnnsers 
astern,  and  there  around  her  were  Dreadiv  Mght.  nf 
different  tvpcs  and  ore-Dr.adnuughts  and  cruisers  ami 
all  manner  of  other  craft  uhich  could  tight  each  in  :ts 
wav,  eacii  representing  ^o  much  speed  and  so  nuidi 
metal  whicii  could  be  tlirown  a  certain  d;^tance. 

••  [1  mogcneity!"  An^'der  favoi.rite  word,  I  re- 
member, from  our  own  war.lrooms.  1  lere  it  was  ap- 
plied in  the  large.  ?no  experimental  ships  there,  no 
freak  variations  of  type,  but  each  successive  type  as  a 
unit  of  action.  nii!no_r<.ne(-'US,  yes — remorselessly 
jjomogeneous.  The  Brltisii  do  r.  t  simply  build  some 
shins;  thev  build  a  navv.      And  of  course  the  experts 


t!ie  l);-:t. 


:i  iv.'-vy 
ie  was 


are  not  satislied  with  it;  if  t!:.v  wei\ 

would  be  in  a  bad  way.      Uut  a  la.  man  w.:>; 

overwhelmed. 

Friim  this  bridge  oi  tlie  Lion  on  tlie  morning  at 
tlie  24th  of  January,  !0i4.  Vice-Admiral  Sir  David 
Beatty  saw  appear  on  tiie  h^ul/uu  a  sight  inexpressibly 
welcome  to  any  commander  who  has  scoured  tlie  seas 
in  t'le  hope  that  the  enemv  will  come  out  in  the  open 
and  give  battle,  (^nce  that  German  battle-cruiser 
scjuadron  had  blipped  acro.s  the  No; th  Sea  and,  under 
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co\cr  (if  the  mist  whiJi  has  c\cr  !k  m  tli^  friend  (it  the 
pirate,  b'lniliaidevl  the  wninen  :\nd  ciiilJren  of  Scar- 
liorougli  and  the  1 1.'.rtKpoolb  with  shells  meant  to  be 
fired  at  h;'.rJ.ciied  aJiilt  males  sheltered  behir.d 
armour:  and  then,  tlnnks  to  tlu-  mist,  they  had  slifiped 
back  to  Ilelij^oland  with  cheerinjj;  news  to  the  wonicn 
and  cliildrcii  of  Clermany.  'l"!iis  time  when  they  came 
out  they  encountered  a  British  battle-cruiser  squadron 
of  superior  speeil  and  pcwer,  an  i  the\  h..d  to  lip;hr  as 
thoy  ran  for  home. 

Now,  tlic  place  of  an  admiral  is  in  his  conning 
tower  after  he  has  made  his  deplovmcnts  and  the  tiring 
lijs  be|j;un.  I  le,  too.  is  a  jKirt  of  the  machine;  his 
position  delined.  no  less  than  the  plu<^man's  and  the 
ji;un-pointer's.  Sir  David  watched  t!ic  ranj^ing  shots 
vdiieh  fell  slvrt  at  lirst.  until  linally  they  were  on,  and 
the  (ierm::ns  were  beginning  to  renl;..  Wdien  his 
stafi  warneil  him  tl'.at  he  ought  to  go  below,  he  put 
them  off  with  a  preoccupied  shake  of  his  head,  lie 
could  n(<t  resist  the  temi^aticn  to  remain  where  Iv: 
was,  instead  of  b.'ng  shut  up  looking  through  the  slits 
lit  a  \:sor. 

But  an  adm:;-;d  is  as  vulnerable  to  sJiell-fragments 
as  a  m:  ishipman.  anl  tlie  staff  did  its  duty,  which  had 
been  th  lu-ht  out  bifore!\ind  like  everyth'ng  else. 
The  argument  was  on  tiielr  side;  the  commander  rcalh" 
had  none  on  his.  It  was  then  tliat  Vict  Admiral 
Beatty  sent  Sir  David  Beatty  to  the  conning  tower, 
much  to  the  personal  disgust  of  Sir  David,  who  envied 
the  observing  ofTiccrs  aloft  their  free  sweep  of  \  ision. 

Youth  in  Sir  David's  case  meant  suppleness  of  limbs 
as  well  as  youth's  spirit  and  tlash.  When  the  /.,•'■;.' 
was  disabled  by  the  shot  in  her  iced  tank  and  had  to 
fall  out  of  line.  Sir  David,  must  tra    sfer  his  ll;g.      1  le 
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signalled  fur  \il^  .icstroycr,  the  JiUuk.  When  s'..: 
ciiuic  alnni;siJc,  he  d'nl  not  wait  on  a  laJJer,  but 
jump-d  on  board  !ier  from  the  deck  of  the  Lion.  An 
aged  vice-admiral  with  cii.ilky  bones  might  ha\c 
broken  some  of  them,  or  at  least  received  a  shock  to 
his  presence  of  mind. 

Before  he  left  the  Lion  Sir  David  h.id  been  the  tint 
to  sec  the  periseope  of  a  German  submarine  in  the 
distance,  which  sighted  the  wounded  ship  as  inviting 
]  ;\  .  Officers  of  the  Lion  dwelt  more  on  the  cruise 
liume  than  on  the  battle.  It  was  a  case  of  being  towed 
at  \\\  e  knots  an  hour  by  the  Indomitable.  If  e\  er  sub- 
marines had  a  fair  chance  to  show  what  they  could  do 
it  was  then  against  that  battleship  at  a  snail's  pace. 
But  it  is  one  thing  to  tnrj^edo  a  merchant  craft  and  an- 
other to  get  a  major  iigliting  ship,  bristling  with  tor- 
pedo defence  guns  and  surrounded  by  destroyers. 
The  Ltun  readied  port  widiuut  farther  injury. 
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Veterans  of  t!ie  DarJancllf^ — "  "I'lu  ia..:.rwi  ili.,,!  —  l -.-.r  F.iUl.i^nl 
affair  —  The  "double  blutf  "  on  von  Spee  —  The  intercepted 
British  \virclc>s — Stunlce's  trap  —  Story  book  of  strategy  — 
Tlie  (Jcrnians  go  down  with  their  colours  rijitig — Only  a  dit- 
ordcred  wardroutn  —  The  chaplain's  anecdote  —  All  a  lark  for 
the  tnid>htpman  —  Souvenirs  of  action. 

^^'li  M  I'np;lishm'!n,  let  alone  an  Anicricnn,  knows  the 
nimu's  of  even  all  tlu'  British  Drcaiinnuj^jhts?  With  a 
few  exception-.,  the  units  o(  the  Grand  F*'lcct  seem 
anonymous,  'J'hc  If'crspilc  was  quite  unknown  to  the 
fn:ne  which  her  sister  ship  the  Queen  E'.izahelh  had 
won.  For  "  Lizzie  "  was  back  in  the  foUi  from  the 
Dardanelles;  and  so  was  the  Iii/lexihie,  fiaeship  of  the 
battle  of  the  Falkland  Islands.  Of  all  the  ships  which 
Sir  Ju!ui  J^llicoe  had  sent  awav  on  special  missions, 
the  In/uwihlr  hatl  had  the  'grandest  Odyssey.  Slie, 
too,  hatl  been  at  the  Dardanelles. 

The  Queen  i.lizaheih  was  disappointinjT  so  far  as 
wounds  went.  She  had  been  so  much  in  the  public 
eye  that  one  expected  to  'ind  her  badly  battered,  and 
she  had  suffered  little,  indeed,  for  the  amount  of  sport 
sh  had  had  in  tossinu;  her  liftcen-inch  shells  across  the 
Gallipoli  peninsula  into  the  Turkish  batteries  and  the 
amount  of  risk  she  had  run  from  Turkish  mines. 
Some  of  these  monster  shells  contained  only  eleven 
thousand  shrapnel  bullets.  A  strange  business  for  a 
fifteen-inch  naval  c;un  to  be  firini?  shrapnel.  A  year 
■A'^o  no   (me   could   ha\e   imag";'. .d   that   one   day  the 
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most  powerful  British  ship,  built  with  the  sinj^lc 
thou;rht  of  ovcrwhchiiing  an  enemy's  Dreadnought, 
woiiivi  over  he  trying  to  force  the  Dardanelles. 

'i  he  trouble  was  that  she  could  not  fire  an  army 
corps  ashore  along  with  her  shells  to  take  posscs.->inn 
of  any  batteries  she  put  out  of  action.  She  had  sonic 
grand  tar^x-t  practice;  she  escaped  the  mines;  s!ic  kept 
oat  of  reach  of  t!ie  (ierinan  shells,  and  returned  to  re- 
port to  Sir  John  with  just  enough  scars  to  give  zest  to 
the  recollection  of  her  extraorilinnry  adventure.  All 
the  fleet  was  relieved  to  see  her  back  in  her  proper 
place.  It  is  not  the  business  of  supcr-Drcadnou^hts 
to  be  steaming  around  mine-fields,  but  to  be  surroundetl 
by  destroyers  dnd  l!;^ht  cruisers  and  submarines  safe- 
guarding her  giant  guns  which  are  depressed  and  ele- 
vated as  easily  as  il  they  were  vlrum-sticks.  One  h.'.d 
an  abrasion,  a  tracery  of  dents. 

I  hat  was  from  a    J  urkish  shell,"  snid  an  olTiccr. 
"  .\'.\d  you  are  standing  where  a  shell  liit." 

One  looked  down  to  see  an  irreguhir  outline  ol 
fresh  planlvin:;. 

"  .\n  accident  when  we  d\d  not  happen  to  be  o-.it  of 
their  reach.      We  had  the  ra.ic^e  of  t!ie:n,"  h^  added. 

"  The  range  of  thein  "'  is  a  great  plirase.  Sir 
Frederick  Dovcton  Sturdcc  used  it  in  speaking  of  th- 
bn.tLlc  of  the  Falkland  Islands.  "  The  range  of 
tlicm  "  seems  a  sure  prescription  for  victory,  \oth- 
ing  in  all  the  h:>;tory  of  the  war  appeals  to  me  as  quite 
so  smooth  a  bit  of  tactics  as  the  Falkland  attair.  It 
was  so  smooth  that  it  was  velvety;  and  it  is  worth  tell- 
ing again,  as  I  imderstand  it.  Sir  I'rederick  is  an- 
other young  ailmiral.  Otherwise,  how  could  the 
British  n.uy  ha\e  entrusted  him  witli  so  important  a 
task?      lie  is  a  different  t\pe  fruni  Beatty,  who  in  an 
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arniv  one  judj^cs  might  have  been  in  the  cavalry. 
Along  uith  the  peculiar  charm  ami  alertness  which  \vc 
associate  with  sailors  —  they  imbibe  it  from  the  salt 
air  and  from  meetln'^  all  kinds  of  weather  and  all  kinds 
of  men,  I  think  —  he  has  the  (luality  of  the  scholar, 
v.itli  a  suspicion  of  mcrriness  in  his  eye. 

I  le  was  Chief  of  Statt  at  tlic  Admiralty  in  the  early 
stac;cs  of  the  war,  which  means,  I  take  it,  that  he  as- 

•.^.\  in  planning  the  moves  on  tho  chessboard.  It 
i\.!l  to  him  to  act;  to  apply  the  strategy  and  tactics 
V  hich  he  planned  fi)r  oth'."rs  nt  sea  while  he  sat  at  a 
•'e  ':.  It  was  his  wit  against  von  Spec's,  who  was  not 
nt  in  this  respect.  If  he  had  bee.i  he  might  not 
ii.ac  steamed  into  the  trap.  The  troul)le  was  that 
von  Spec  had  some  wit,  but  not  enough.  It  would 
hive  been  better  for  him  if  he  had  been  as  guileless  as 
a  parsr.'n. 

Sir  r  rederick  is  so  gentle-mnnnered  that  one  would 
never  suspect  him  of  a  "  doulile  blult,"  which  was  what 
he  played  on  von  Spce.  After  von  Spec's  victory  over 
Cradock,  Sturdee  slipped  across  to  the  South  Atlantic, 
Without  any  one  knowing  that  he  had  gone,  with  a 
squadron  strong  cnourzh  to  dn  unto  von  Spee  \\  hat  von 
Spec  hail  done  unto  Cradock. 

But  before  you  wing  your  bird  you  mu«;t  flush  him. 
The  thing  was  to  fmd  von  Spee  and  force  him  to  ^ive 
battle:  for  the  South  Atlantic  is  broad  and  von  Spee, 
it  is  supposed,  was  in  an  I'mden  mood  and  bent  on 
reaching  harbour  in  G-Tinan  Southwest  Africa, 
whence  he  could  sally  out  to  destroy  British  shipping 
on  the  Cape  route.  When  he  intercepted  a  British 
wireless  message  —  Sturdee  Iiad  lett  oft  the  sender's 
name  and  location  —  t'dling  the  plodding  old  dniopus 
seeking  liomc  or  assistance  before  wn  Spee  o\ertook 
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i;ci,  LiKil  >ii^-  \V(i-,:!J  Ik  pcrlctliy  biiic  ui  tr.v.-  harbour  at 
Port  Vulli.iin,  as  guns  had  been  erected  for  her  pro- 
tection, vt)n  Spec  guessed  that  this  was  a  bluff,  and 
rightly.  Hut  it  was  only  Blutl  Number  One.  lie 
steamed  to  the  Falkl;inds  with  a  view  to  finishing  off 
the  ft!d  (.\inopiis  on  the  way  acrn^"^  t  >  Africa,  'i  here 
be  fJl  foul  of  liluff  Number  i  ^turdcc  did  nor 

have  to  seek  him;  he  came  to  i)turt!ec. 

i  here  was  no  convenient  Do^'trcr  Bank  Iii;j:  m  th.it 
latitude  to  co\er  his  lliglit.  Srurilec  had  the  speed  ol 
von  Spec  and  he  had  to  ffgli*.  It  was  the  one  bit  of 
stratcjD'  of  the  war  which  is  like  that  of  the  story 
books  and  worked  out  as  the  strategy  always  docs  in 
proper  story  books.  Practically  the  tv.elve-inch  guns 
of  the  hiflcxiilc  and  the  Inv'inclllr  had  only  to  keep 
tlicir  distance  and  hang  on  to  the  Schurtthorst  and  the 
Gurisi-i:au  in  order  to  do  the  trick.  IJ^ht-wci^hts  or 
ni:ddlc-v.cii;lus  have  no  businL";s  trni^c'Linn:  with 
heavy-we!;»hts  in  naval  warfare. 

"  \  in  .^pee  maiic  a  bra\e  fight,"  said  Sir  Frederick, 
"  but  we  kept  him  at  a  distance  that  suited  us,  without 
letting  I;in.    /  c  out  of  range." 

I  le  bail  had  the  fortune  to  prove  an  established  prin- 
ciple in  action.  It  was  all  in  t!ie  course  of  duty,  which 
is  the  way  that  all  the  officers  and  all  the  men  look  at 
their  work.  (Jnly  a  few  ships  have  had  a  chance  to 
fight  and  these  are  cmbla/oncd  on  the  public  memory. 
But  they  did  no  better  and  no  worse,  probably,  than 
the  others  would  ha\  e  done.  If  tlie  public  singles  out 
sliips,  the  navy  does  not.  \Vhate\er  is  done  and  who- 
ever docs  it,  why.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  family,  ac- 
cord'-ig  to  the  spirit  of  service  that  promotes  uni- 
foruvty  of  efficiency.  Leaders  and  ships  which  ha\  c 
won    renown    are    resolved   into    the   wiiole    in    that 
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harbuur  whcrt:  die  flcti  15  the  ih  i>;;  ;iiiil  the  good 
opinion  they  most  desire  is  that  ot  their  fellows.  If 
they  have  that,  they  will  '  irn  the  public's  nhen  the 
test  comes. 

Ik■^ln^;ni^  to  the  class  ul  t;ic  iiv.i  -it  battle-crui>ers 
is  the  Itt/U'.\ihli\  which  received  a  lew  taps  in  the 
Falklands  and  a  blow  tint  was  ncarlv  the  death  of  her 
in  the  Dardanelles.      Tribute  enough  for  i^s  courage 

—  the  tribute  of  a  ch.ixalrous  enemy  —  von  Specs 
squadron  receives  from  the  otiicers  ami  men  of  the  In- 
flexible,  who  saw  them  go  down  into  the  sea  tinned 
with  sunset  red  wiih  their  colours  still  flying  Then  in 
the  sunset  red  the  British  saved  as  many  of  tii 

as  they  could. 

1  hose  tlripping  German  officers  who  had  seen  one 
of  their  battered  turrets  carriid  away  bodily  into  the 
sea  by  a  British  twcKc-inch  shell,  who  h.ul  endured  a 
fury  of  concussions  and  ilestruction,  with  steel  missiles 
crackinjT  steel  structures  into  fra^^^incnts,  came  on  board 
rh;;  Inflexible  looking;;  for  signs  of  some  Mows  de- 
livered in  return  for  the  crushinj^  blows  that  had 
beaten  their  ships  into  the  sea  and  saw  none  until  they 
were  I::\ited  into  the  wardroom,  which  was  in  charu 

—  and  tiien  th<n  smiled. 

At  least,  they  had  sent  one  siiell  home.  ihe  sight 
was  swcct  to  them,  so  sweet  that,  in  respect  to  the  fccl- 
in}^  of  the  vanijuished.  the  victor  held  silence  with  a 
knightly  consideration.  Hut  uhcre  had  the  shell  cn- 
tercd?  There  was  no  sign  of  any  hole.  Then  they 
learnctl  that  the  fire  of  the  guns  of  the  starboard  turret 
midships  over  the  wardroom,  which  was  on  the  port 
side,  had  cJcpositcd  a  great  m.iny  things  on  the  floor 
which  did  not  belong  there ;  and  their  expression 
ch.ingcd.      I■^•en  this  comfort  was  taken  from  tht-m. 
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''  \Vc  had  the  range  of  you!  "  the  I'riti?!i  explained. 

The  chaplain  of  the  Ififlcxiblc  was  bound  to  have  an 
anecdote.  I  don't  know  uhy,  except  that  a  ch.aplain's 
is  not  a  fi<^hting  part  and  he  may  look  on.  His 
place  was  down  bchimi  tiic  arnnnir  witli  tiic  doctor, 
waiting  ior  wountled.  lie  stood  in  his  particular 
stocl  cave  listening  to  tlie  trcinendous  blasts  of  her 
guns  which  shook  the  Inflrxihlc's  frame,  and  still  no 
wounded  arrived.  'I  !kii  he  r;in  up  a  ladder  to  the 
deck  and  had  a  look  around  and  saw  tiie  little  points 
of  the  Geririan  sh'ps  with  the  shells  sweeping  toward 
them  and  tlie  smoke  of  explosions  which  burst  on 
board  them.  It  was  nnt  the  Britisii  \\!io  needed  his 
prayers  that  day,  bit  the  fiermans. 

Perhaps  the  spirit  of  the  I n flexible' s  story  was  best 
gi\-en  by  a  midshifiman  with  the  down  still  on  his 
check.  Considering  linw  young  the  Britisii  take  their 
oiTicer-beginncrs  to  sea,  the  admirals  arc  not  young, 
."t  least,  in  point  of  sea  ser\'ice.  He  got  m(jre  out  of 
tlie  action  than  his  elders;  his  impressions  of  the  long 
cruises  and  the  actions  had  tlie  \  ividness  of  bovhood. 
Down  in  one  of  the  caves,  iloing  his  part  :is  the  sliells 
were  sent  up  to  feed  the  thundering  guns  above,  t'.ie 
whispered  news  of  the  progress  of  the  battle  \\;i9 
passed  on  at  intervals  till,  iiually,  the  guns  were  silent. 
Then  he  hurried  on  deck  in  the  elation  of  \ictory,  suc- 
ceeded by  tlic  desire  to  save  those  whom  thev  had 
fought.  It  had  all  been  so  simple;  so  like  drill.  You 
had  onlv  to  gi^  (in  shooting  —  tliat  v,as  all. 

Yes,  he  had  been  lucky.  I'rom.  the  I'alklands  to 
the  Dardanelles,  whiJi  was  a  more  picturestiue  busi- 
ness than  tlie  battle.  Any  minute  oH  the  .Straits  \ou 
did  not  know  b:;t  a  subm.;r:ne  u-ould  ha\-e  a  tr\-  at  \-ou 
or  you  n^ght  bump  into  a  mine.      And  tlie  Inlhxiblc 
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did  bump  into  cnc.  She  !i.:J  two  thousand  tons  of 
water  on  hoar  J.  It  uas  f.!>t  work,  to  keep  the  re- 
mainder of  the  sea  from  coming  in,  too.  and  the  same 
kind  of  ilramatic  experience  as  the  1  .inn'<  in  reacliing 
port.  Yes,  he  had  been  very  lucky.  It  was  all  a  lark 
t  )  r.'iat  hi  IN. 

'■  It  never  occurs  to  midshipmen  to  be  afraid  of 
anuhing,"  said  one  of  the  otncers.  "  The  nmrc  dan- 
ger,  the  better  they  like  it." 

\\\  the  wardroom  was  a  piece  of  the  mine  or  the 
torpedo,  whichever  it  was.  that  struck  the  Injlcxihlc; 
a  strange,  twisted,  annealed  bit  of  metal.  }-'\  cry  ship 
which  hid  been  in  action  had  some  souvenir  which  the 
enemy  had  seni  on  board  in  anger  and  which  was  pre- 
served u  :th  a  collector's  enthusiasm. 

The  fiif!r.x:h!i-  seemed  as  good  as  ever  she  was. 
Such  i.  the  way  of  naval  warfare.  1  .ither  it  is  to  the 
bottom  of  the  sea  or  to  dry  docks  and  repairs,  '/'here 
is  nothing  half  wav.  So  it  is  well  to  take  care  that 
\ou  have  "  the  r^W'c  of  them." 
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The  -g-jnilc  dames"  of  the  flrei— Tlic  hoarding  — Nelson's  heri- 
tape  — Guardians  of  the  peace  of  the  seas  — Sir  John  Jeilicoe 
—  The  China  seas  incident  —  The  coinjiliment  returned  at 
Manila  Bay  — Friends  in  the  service— 1  hat  command  of 
Jovhiia's  — Waiting  and  vvatchinR- England's  true  t;ei>'us  — A 
complete  blockade— Intricate  and  concentrated  mtchanism  — 
Personality  of  Sir  John— The  spirit  of  service. 

TiiLS  far  \vu  have  skirted  around  the  heart  of  thiniTs, 
which  in  a  fleet  is  always  the  coinmanJer-in-chiers 
flagship.  Our  handy.  ai,rile  destroyer  ran  alon<Tside 
a  battleship  with  as  much  nonchalance  as  she  would 
go_  alonj,'sidc  a  pier.  I  should  not  have  been  sur- 
prised to  have  seen  her  i^irouette  over  the  hills  or  take 
to  lli^ht. 

'I  here  was  a  time  when  those  majestic  and  pampered 
ladles,  the  battleships  —  particularly  if  a  sea  were  run- 
iv.ng  as  there  was  in  this  harbour  at  the  time  —  hav- 
ing in  mind  the  pride  of  paint,  bej^ged  all  destroyers 
to  keep  ofl  with  the  superciliousness  of  (jrandes  dames 
holding  their  skirts  aloof  from  contact  v.-itli  nimble, 
audacious  street  gamins,  who  dod^id  in  and  out  of 
the  traffic  of  muddy  streets.  Hut  destroyers  have 
learned  better  mnnncrs.  perhaps,  and  battleships  have 
been  democratised.  It  is  the  day  of  Kussian  dancers 
and  when  aeroplanes  loop  the  loop,  and  we  have  grown 
uscil  to  all  kinds  of  marvels. 

But  the  sea  has  refused  to  he  trained.  It  i-;  the 
same  old  sea  that  it  was  in  Columbus'  tinie,  without 
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any  loss  of  trickincss  in  bLiinpIncr  small  cm  ft  against 
tov.-cring  sides.  'Jhc  way  that  this  destroyer  slid  up 
to  the  flagship  without  any  fuss  and  the  way  her  blue- 
jackets held  off  from  the  paint  as  she  rose  on  the  crests 
and  slipped  back  into  the  trough,  did  not  tell  the  whole 
story.  A  part  of  it  was  how,  at  the  right  interval, 
they  assisted  the  landlubber  to  step  from  ginwale  ♦■o 
(gangway,  making  him  fe^-l  perfectly  safe  when  he 
would  have  been  perfectly  helpless  but  fnr  them. 

I  had  often  watched  our  own  bluejackets  at  the 
same  thing.  'Ihey  tiid  not  j,rin  —  not  when  vou  were 
looking  at  them.  Nor  i.r.A  the  Briti^h.  HUieiackets 
arc  noted  for  their  official  politeness.  I  should  like 
to  have  heard  their  remarks  —  they  have  a  gift  for 
remarks  —  about  those  invaders  of  tlieir  unihjrmej 
world  in  Scotch  caps  and  her  kinds  of  caps  and  the 
different  kind  of  clothes  w  .h  tailors  make  for  civil- 
ians. Without  any  intenticm  of  eavesdropping,  I  <lid 
overhear  one  asking  an'^thcr  whence  ramc  tlic' 
strange  birds. 

One  knew  the  flagship  liv  the  :\d:  ^irals'  barges 
astern,  as  you  know  the  locati(;n  of  an  army  head- 
quarters by  its  aut-Tinliilcs.  It  seemed  in  the  centre 
of  the  fleet  at  anchor,  if  that  is  a  nautical  exprei-.sim. 
Where  its  place  would  be  in  action  is  one  (d'  :' 
secrets  as  important  to  the  enemy  as  the  location  of  a 
general's  shell-proof  shelter  in  Flanders.  Perhaps  ^-ir 
John  Jellicoe  may  be  on  some  other  ship  in  battle. 
If  there  is  anv  one  fouliih  question  which  one  should 
not  ask  it  is  this. 

As  one  mnuntcil  the  gangway  of  this  mighty  super- 
Dreadnought  one  was  bound  to  think  of  another  flag- 
ship   in   Portsmoaih   harbour.    Nelson's  f'ictory at 
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would  not  in  such  a  com!non}'laLc.     One  woulJ 

like  to  knt,  ...  nuiny  Enj^lislimcii  iiad  ever  seen  the 
old  rictory.  Hiit,  then,  how  many  Americans  have 
been  to  Mount  Wrnon  and  (iettysburg? 

It  was  a  hundred  years,  one  repeats,  since  the  Brit- 
ish had  I'ou-ht  a  first-class  naval  war.  Nelson  did  his 
part  so  well  tliat  he  did  not  leave  any  fiyhting  to  be 
done  by  his  successors.  .Maintalninjj;  heri-elf  as  mis- 
tress ot  the  seas  by  the  threat  of  superior  strength  — 
except  in  the  late  fifties,  when  the  French  innovatit.n 
of  iron  ships  j2;ave  I'rancc  a  temporary  lead  on  paper 
—  slilp  after  ship,  through  all  the  grades  of  progress 
in  naval  construction,  has  gone  to  the  scrap  heap  with- 
out lirlng  a  shot  in  anger. 

I  he  /  ictory  was  one  landmark,  or  seamark,  if  you 
please,  and  this  flagship  was  another.  Between  tiic 
two  were  generations  of  olTicers  and  men  working 
thr(!ugli  the  change  from  stagecoach  to  motors  and 
aeroplanes  and  seaplanes,  who  had  kept  up  to  a  stand- 
ard of  ciiiciency  in  \iew  of  a  test  that  nc\i:v  came.  A 
year  of  war  :>am.\  suW  the  test  hail  not  conu'.  for  the  old 
reason  that  I'ngland  had  superitu-  strength.  I  ler  out- 
numbering guns  which  had  kept  the  peace  of  the  seas 
still  kept  it. 

.VI  second  nature  to  the  luiglishman  this,  as  the 
defence  oi  the  immense  ilistances  of  the  steppes  to  the 
Russian  or  the  Rockv  .Mountain  w.tI!  and  ti.e  .Mif,,;s- 
sippi's  How  to  ihe  iii:mi  in  Kansas.  P,i!t  the  American 
kept  thinking  about  it;  and  he  wanted  t!ie  Ka-v:?:is  to 
think  about  it.  too,  A  ■sentimentalist  e-n  isi'ged  the 
tall  colunm  in  Traf.dgar  Scjuare.  witli  the  one-armed 
fig-.ire  ti:!:ied  toward  tlie  \\irele-s  skein  f)n  top  of  the 
Ad!n;raltv  Building  when  lie  went  on  board  the  flag- 
shi[i  o\  Sir  John  Jellicoe. 
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One  hr>t  heard  of  JcHi.mc  fit'tccn  years  a^o  on  the 
China  coasr.  when  he  was  Chief  of  Staff  to  Sir  Edward 
Seymour.  t!ien  Comniandcr-in-Chief  of  tiio  Asiatic 
Squadron.  Indeed,  one  was  aluavs  hearing'  about 
Jclhcoc.  lie  was  tlie  kind  of  man  whom  people  talk 
ahout  after  they  have  met  him,  whieh  means  person- 
ahty.  it  was  in  China  seas,  you  mav  remember,  that 
when  a  few  {British  seamen  were  hard  pressed  in  a 
fiyht  that  was  not  ours  that  the  phrase,  "  Blood  is 
thieker  than  water,"  spran^r  {u,m  the  lips  of  an  Amer- 
icnn  commander,  who  waited  not  on  international 
etiquette  but  went  to  the  assistance  o{  the  Hritisli. 

Nor  wdl  any  one  who  was  jiresent  in  the  su:iimcr 
of  '<)S  forget  how  Sir  Ildward  Chiehester  stood  lovally 
by  Admiral  Georcrc  Dewey,  when  the  (.erman  squad- 
ron WPS  empire-fishin-  in  t!ie  waters  of  Manila  Bav, 
up.td  our  Atlantic  Meet  had  won  the  battle  of  Santiago 
nnd  Admiral  Dewey  had  received  reinforcements  and. 
east  and  west,  we  were  able  to  look  after  the  Germans. 
I  !ic  British  bluejackets  said  that  the  rations  of  fro/en 
mutton  from  Atistralia  which  we  sent  alongside  were 
excellent;  but  tiie  Germans  were  in  no  position  to 
judge,  as  none  was  sent  to  them,  doubtless  throuidi  an 
'oversight  in  the  detail  of  hospitalitv  bv  one  of  Admiral 
Dewey's  staff.  No.  Let  us  be  ofliciallv  correct. 
W  e  liappened  to  run  out  of  spare  mutton  after  ser\in2 
the  British. 

I'l  Hie  gallant  effort  of  the  Allied  fnrce  n(  sailors 
to  rel:e\_e  the  legations  against  some  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  Boxers.  Captain  Bowman  McCalla  and  his 
Ame..-ans  worked  with  Admiral  Seymour  and  his 
Britons  in  t!;c  mo.t  tryin;;  anvl  pietures^iue  th-g  of 
its  kmd  in  modern  his'ory.  .McCalla.  too',  was  always 
talking  of  Jellicoc.  wh.o  was  wounded  on  the  expedi- 
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tion;  aiKl  Sir  John's  face  Ii.i,'htcd  at  mention  ol'  Mc- 
Calla's  name.  I  Ic  recalled  how  McCalla  had  painted 
on  the  supcrstriicture  of  the  little  Xcnark  that  sayinq 
of  larragut's,  "The  best  protection  against  an  cn"^ 
cmy's  fire  is  a  well-directed  fire  of  your  own  '':  which 
has  been  said  in  odur  va\s  ami  c:'nrv,f  l,(,  <;^;j  ^^j,, 
often. 

^    "We  called  McC;,I!:i    Mr.   Lead,"  said  Sir  John: 
lie  had  been  wounded  so  many  times  and  vet  was 
able  to  hobble  along  and  keep  on  fighting.  '  I   cor- 
responded regularly  with  him  until  his  death." 

Beatty.  too,  was  <>n  that  cvpeditinn;  and  i,e.  too, 
was  another  personality  one  kept  hearing  about.  It 
seemed  odd  that  two  men.  wb.o  had  plavcd  a  part  in 
work  which  was  a  soldier's  far  t'roui  home,  should 
have  become  so  conspicuous  in  the  Great  War.  If  on 
that  day  when,  with  ammunition  exhausted,  all  mem- 
bers of  the  expedition  had  given  up  hope  of  ever  re- 
turning alive,  they  had  not  accidentallv  come  upon  the 
Shi-kou  arsenal,  one  would  n-t  be  comrn:ndin<T  the 
Great  Fleet  and  the  otlier  its  battle-cruiscr  squad- 
ron. * 

Before  the  war.  I  am  told,  when  Ad:nira!tv  L;rds 
and  others  who  had  die  decision  to  make  were  tlis- 
cussing  who  should  comnhind  in  c.ise  of  war,  (^njnlon 
ran  something  like  t.his:  ' 

"  Jellicoe!      1  ie  his  the  brains!  " 
_'!  Jellicoe!      He  h;;s  the  he.udi  to  endure  the  strain. 
Wit.i  years  enough  and  n(Jt  too  many  I  " 

;'  jellicoe !      I  Ic  has  the  confkience  of  the  service  '  " 

1  lie  choice  hterallv  made  itself.  When  any  one  is 
undertaking  the  gravest  responsibility  uhich  Ins  b'-n 
an  Lnghshman's  for  a  hundred  vcars,  that  kind  of  a 
recommendation  helps.     He   had  the  guns;  he   had 
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supreme   u'nnii.'.nJ;   he   must   deliver   victorv 
was  r.nglancl's  mcssai^e  to  him. 

When  I  mentioned  in  a  despatch  that  all  tliat  differ- 
entiated him  t'r.im  the  otricers  around  hiin  was  the 
broader  hand  of  -old  lace  on  his  arm.  an  lin^di.h  naval 
critic  wanted  to  know  if  I  expected  to  find  him  in  cloth 
of  gold.  No:  nov  m  full  dress  with  all  his  medak 
on,  as  I  ?aw  h:m  appear  on  the  screen  at  a  theatre  in 
London. 

Any  general  of  high  command  must  he  surrounded 
by  more  pomp  than  an  admiral  in  time  of  action.  A 
headquarters  cann^.r  have  the  sirnplicitv  of  the  quarter- 
deck.  The  force  wh.ich  the  general  command,  is  not 
m  sight;  the  admiral's  is.  Vou  saw  the  commander 
and  you  saw  what  it  was  that  lie  commanded.  Within 
the  sweep  of  vision  from  t!ie  quarter-deck  was  the 
ferrinc  power  which  the  man  with  the  hroad  gold  hand 
on  his  arm  directed.  At  a  signal  fm-n  him  it  would 
move  or_  it  would  stand  still.  That  command  of 
Joshua's  It  given  by  Sir  John  one  dioughr  might  have 
been  obeyed. 

One  hundred,  two  hundred,  three  hundred,  four 
hundred  twelve-inch  guns  and  larger,  which  could  carrv 
a  hundred  tons  and  mnre  of  metal  in  a  sin-le  broadside 
for  a  distance  of  eigliteen  th  uisand  xaru's!  Hut  do 
no'  forget  the  little  guns,  bristling  under  the  big  guns 
like  needles  from  a  cushion,  whicli  would  keep  otrthe 
torpedo  assassins;  or  the  light  crui-^ers.  or  the  colliers, 
or  the  destroyers,  or  the  2,V'0  trr.wlers  an!  m'n,'- 
layers,  and  what  not.  all  under  his  direction.  }  le  had 
submarines,  too.  double  the  nuirdier  of  the  Ocrman. 
But  wi'h  all  the  German  men-of-war  in  harbour,  thev 
h.ad  no  targets.  Where  were  they?  One  did  n-.t 
as:<:  questions  that  could  not  be  answered.     Waitin'^ 
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as  the  whole  I5ritibh  fkct  was  waiting,  I'.ir  tlic  (icr- 
rnans  to  show  their  hcajs,  while  cruisers  were  abroad 
scouting  the  North  Sea. 

At  the  outset  of  the  w  ,ir  the  (lemian  fleet  ni.'^ht 
ha\-e  had  one  chance  in  ten  of  getting  a  turn  of  fortune 
of  its  la\«)ur  by  an  unexpected  stroke  of  stratej^v. 
This  was  tlie  dan;;er  uhiJi  .\Jniiral  Jelllcoe  had  to 
j;iiard  against.  1  wr  in  one  sense,  the  dernians  h.ul 
the  tactical  (jftensive  by  sea  as  well  as  in  lanJ. :  theirs 
tiie  outward  thrust  from  the  centre.  J'hey  could 
choose  when  to  come  out  of  their  harbour;  when  to 
strike.  The  British  h.id  to  keep  watJi  all  the  time 
and  be  reatly  whenc\er  the  enemy  shotild  come. 

1  hus,  the  British  (irand  Meet  was  at  sea  in  tlic 
early  part  of  the  war,  cruising  here  and  there,  begging 
for  battle.  'I'hen  ir  was  that  thev  learned  how  to 
avoid  the  submarines  and  the  inine-!ields.  Submarines 
had  played  a  greater  part  than  expected,  because  Ger- 
many had  chosen  a  guerrilla  na\al  warfare:  t(j  harass, 
to  wound,  to  wear  down.  Doubtless  she  hoped  to 
reduce  the  number  of  British  fighting  units  by  attri- 
tioti. 

Weak  Ingland  might  be  in  plants  for  making  arms 
lor  an  army,  b;;t  nor  in  ship-building.  Here  was  her 
true  genius.  She  was  a  maritime  power;  Germa: 
a  land-power.  Her  part  as  an  allv  of  I'ranee  and 
Russia  being  to  command  the  sea,  all  demands  of  the 
Admiralty  for  material  must  take  precedence  over  de- 
mands of  the  War  ( )t]ice.  At  the  end  of  the  tirst 
year  slie  had  increased  her  fighting  power  bv  sea  to 
a  still  higher  ratio  of  preponderance  over  the  Ger- 
mans; in  anothc  year  she  would  increase  it  fur- 
ther. 

Admiral  von  7'irpitz  wanted  rot!  ing  so  much  as  to 


ON  Tin:  I  i.iFr  ri  AGsiiip 


407 


draw  the  Hritish  fleet  under  the  ^jns  uf  I  IclIgnlanJ 
>^r  into  a  Diinc-licIJ  and  sabniarine  tr.'.p.  But  Sir  John 
Jclhcoc  refused  the  bait.  When  he  had  completed 
his  precautions  and  his  organisation  to  meet  all  new 
conditions,  liis  licet  need  not  go  into  the  open.  I  lis 
I)rcadnou(^ht.>  ctnild  rest  at  anchor  at  a  base  while 
his  scouts  kept  in  touch  with  all  that  was  passing  and 
his  auxiliaries  and  destrovers  fou;;ht  t!ic  submarines. 
Without  a  British  Drea  !n..::^Iit  luvinsr  fired  a  shot 
at  a  Cierman  Dreadnought,  nowhere  on  th.e  face  of 
the  seas  might  a  single  vessel  show  the  derman  flag 
except  by  thrusting  it  abo\e  the  water  for  a  few  min- 
utes. 

If  von  Tirpitz  sent  his  llect  out  he,  ton.  miglit  tind 
liimself  in  a  trap  of  mines  and  submarines.  lie  wa5 
losing  subtnarincs  ami  I'lngland  was  building  more. 
Ilis  n:;\a!  furce  rather  tlian  Sir  John's  was  suffering 
trom  attrit'on.  The  blockade  was  complete  from  Ice- 
land to  the  North  Sea.  Wliile  the  world  knew  of  the 
work  of  thy  armies,  the  care  tfiat  this  task  rciiuired, 
the  hardships  endured,  th.e  enormous  exjicnditure  of 
energy,  .-..-re  all  hidden  behind  that  \eil  of  secrecy 
which  (jbviously  must  be  more  closclv  draun  o\er 
na\;'.l  than  over  armv  operations. 

I-rom  this  tlagship  the  campaign  was  directed,  (^"c 
would  think  that  manv  ollices  and  many  clerks  would 
be  re(]ui red.  But  the  o(Hces  and  the  clerks  were  :.t 
t!ic  .Aiimiralty.  Here  was  the  execution.  In  a  room 
perhaps  four  feet  by  six  was  the  wireless  focus  whicli 
receiveil  all  the  reports  and  sent  all  the  orders,  with 
trim  bluejackets  at  the  keys.  "  ( io  1  "  and  "  Come  I  " 
thc^  messages  were  savin^r;  they  wasted  no  words. 
Otlicers  n{  the  staff  did  their  work  in  narrow  snnce. 
vet  seemed  to  ha\e  plenty  of  room.      Red  taj^e  is  in- 
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ilamin-iblc.  1  here  is  no  more  place  fur  it  on  hoard  a 
llajrship  prepared  inr  aaiun  tliaii  for  unnecessary 
wooiiwork. 

At  every  turn  the  compression  r.nd  the  concentra- 
tion of  power  were  like  the  guns  and  the  decks  cleared 
for  action  in  t'lieir  significant  directness  of  purpose, 
liie  system  was  planetary  in  its  impressi\e  simplicity, 
the  more  striking  as  nothing  that  man  has  ever  made 
is  more  complicated  or  includes  more  kinds  of  ma- 
chinery  than  a  battleship.  One  batiLship  was  one 
unit,  one  chessman  on  the  naval  board. 

Not  all  famous  leaders  are  likcai)le,  as  e\  ery  world 
traveller  knows.  They  all  have  th>.'  magnetism  of 
force,  which  is  quite  another  thing  from  the  mag- 
netism of  charm.  What  the  public  demands  is  that 
they  shall  win  \ictories,  whether  personally  likeable 
or  not.  Hat  if  rliey  are  likeable  and  simple  and  hu- 
man in  the  bargain  and  a  sailor  bc^ides  —  well,  we 
know  w  hat  that  means. 

Perhaps  Sir  John  Jellicoe  is  nut  a  Lrrcat  n;an.  It  is 
nr>t  for  a  civilian  c\  en  to  presume  to  jud-e.  We  have 
the  Word  of  tliose  who  ought  to  know,  howe\er,  that 
i:e  is,  I  hope  that  he  is,  because  I  like  to  think  that 
great  commanders  need  not  necessarily  appear  formi- 
dable. Nelson  refused  to  be  cast  for  the  heas-y  part, 
and  so  did  I^irragi.r.  It  may  be  a  sailor  characteris- 
tic. 1  predict  that  after  this  war  is  over,  whate\er 
honours  or  titles  they  may  be>tow  on  him.  the  l:"ng- 
lisli  arc  going  to  like  Sir  John  JelK^oe  not  alone  for 
his  ser\ice  to  the  nation,  but  for  himself. 

Admiral  Jellicoe  is  one  with  Captain  Jellicoe,  whose 
cheerincss  even  when  wounJed  kept  up  the  spirits  of 
the  others  on  t':e  Relief  l-"xpcdition  of  Boxer  davs. 
"  lie  could  do  :t,  tool  "  one  thought.  ha\in"  in  mind 
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sir  Da\ul  Boatty's  Ic.ip  to  the  deck  cf  a  Jcstrovcr. 
Sparc,  ()t  mcJiiiiii  hcij^ht,  ruddy,  and  (iUy-scvcn.  So 
rnuJi  fur  the  health  (|uaHlication  u''ch  the  Achniraltv 
lords  dwelt  upon  as  important.  .\,:er  he  had  been  a'r 
sea  for  i  year  he  seemed  a  human  machine,  muJi  of 
the  type  of  that  destroyer  as  a  steel  maihine  — a 
thirty-knot  human  machine,  capable  of  three  hundred 
or  l;ve  hundred  revolutions,  engines  running  smoothly, 
wall  no  waste  energy,  slipping  over  the  waves  and  cut- 
tin:' through  them;  a  (juick  man.  ijuick  of  movement, 
quick  of  comprehension  and  observation,  of  speech 
and  of  thought,  with  a  deligluful  self-possession  — 
for  tlierc  are  many  kinds  —  which  is  instantly  respon- 
sive with  decision. 

A  telescope  und.v  his  ami,  t<Hj,  as  he  received  ins 
guests.  One  liked  that.  1  ic  keeps  watch  over  the 
fleet  himself  when  he  Is  on  the  quarter-deck.  One 
had  a  feeling  that  nothing  could  happen  In  all  his 
range  of  vision,  stretching  down  the  "  avenues  of 
Dreadnoughts  "  to  the  liglit-cruiser  squadron,  ard  es- 
cape his  attention.  Ir  hardly  seems  possible  that  he 
was  ever  bo!\d.  lAcrything  around  him  Interests 
him.  I-'nergy  lie  has,  electric  energv  in  this  electric 
age.  tnis  man  chi)sen  to  command  the  greatest  wp.r 
product  of  modern  energy. 

_  Fastened  to  the  superstructure  near  tlic  hulJcr  to 
his  quarters  wa>;  a  new  broom  which  South  Africa 
had  sent  him.  I  Ic  was  highly  pleased  with  that  pres- 
ent; only  the  broom  was  von  Tromp's  emblem,  while 
Dlakc's  had  been  the  wliip.  I'o:^iMv  t!:.j  Snuth  Afri- 
can Dutchmen,  now  lighting  on  j-ngland's  side,  knew 
that  he  alrcadv  had  the  whip  and  thev  wanted  him  to 
ii.i'.e  the  Dutch  broom,  too. 

He  had  been  using  both,  and  many  otlier  devices 
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i:i  his.  camp;ii;,'n  ;i^,'ainst  von  Tirpit/'  "  nulrr  see 
boots,"  which  was  illustratcil  hy  one  of  the  maps  hun;:^ 
in  his  cahin.  Quite  ilifkTont  this  from  maps  in  a  gcn" 
cral's  headijuartcrs.  with  the  front  trenches  and  sup- 
port  ami  reserve  trenches  and  i^un-positions  marked 
in  vari-coloured  pcnciMiniis.  Instantly  a  submarine 
was  sij^Iited  anywhere.  Sir  John  had  word  of  it.  ami 
another  dot  went  down  on  the  spot  where  it  had  been 
seen.  In  places  the  sea  looked  like  a  pepper-box 
cover.  Dots  were  plentil'id  outsiile  the  harbour  where 
we  were;  but  well  outside,  like  flies  around  su;^ar  which 
they  could  not  reach. 

Seeinfj  Sir  John  among  his  admirals  ami  guests  one 
had  a  glimpse  of  the  life  of  a  sort  of  mvsterious,  busy 
brotherhood.  I  was  still  searching  for  an  admiral 
with  white  hair.  If  there  were  none  among  these 
seniors,  then  all  must  be  on  sh(M-e.  Spirit,  I  think, 
that  is  the  word;  the  spirit  of  youth,  of  corps,  of  serv- 
ice, of  the  sea,  of  a  ready,  buoyant  definiteness  —  vcs, 
spirit  was  the  word  to  characterise  them.  Sir  John 
moved  trom  one  to  another  in  his  ijiiiLk  wav,  asking  a 
question,  listening,  giving  a  direction,  his  face  smiling 
and  expressive  with  a  sort  of  in.^ectious  confidence. 

"  He  is  the  man!  "  said  an  admiral.  I  mean,  sev- 
eral admirals  ant!  captains  said  so.  Thcv  seemed  to 
like  to  say  it.  Whenever  he  approached  one  noted 
an  eagerness,  a  tightening  of  nerves.  Natural  leader- 
ship expresses  itself  in  manv  ways:  Sir  John  gave  it 
a  sailor's  attractiveness.  Hut  I  learned  that  there  was 
steel  under  his  happy  smile;  and  they  liked  him  for 
that,  too.  WatJi  out  when  he  is  not  smiling,  and 
sometimes  when  he  is  smiling,  they  say. 

I  or  ladwre  is  ne\er  excused  in  that  fleet,  as  more 
than  one  commander  knt)ws.      It  is  a  luxury  of  consid- 
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cration  whicli  the  Hritish  nation  i.innot  afford  by  sea 
in  time  of  war.  I  he  scene  which  one  witnessed  in 
the  cabin  of  the  Dreatlnou  -lit  flagship  couKl  not  hive 
been  unhke  that  of  Nelson  and  his  yoiinji;  captains  on 
the  J'ictory,  in  the  aninuuion  of  ynu^h  governed  with 
only  one  thouj^ht  under  the  one  rule  that  you  must 
make  ^ood. 

Splcndiii  as  the  si^ht  of  the  power  uliich  Sir  John 
directed  from  his  quarter-deck  while  the  ships  lay  still 
in  their  plotted  moorings,  it  paled  besiilc  tliat  when 
the  anchor  chains  began  to  runible  and.  column  by 
column,  they  took  on  life  slowlv  and  majesticallv  j.rain- 
ing  speed  one  after  another  turned  toward  the  har- 
bour's entrance. 
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rnjxland's   nnvy,   ilie  C'llir.itir.tlon   of   her  brains   ami   applir.itinn A 

perpetual  u  .ir -inntiPL:  —  I'riilc  nf  craft—  Ihc  pi-rv<inriel  b.'l.iml 
the  ^;u^ls  —  rii>>i(iuf,  lualili,  rmuiuct  —  I  .itc'->  favourites  in  t!;e 
tienches!  —  (Juti  practice  —  A  mii.iatur-  Cicrn.aM  Naw  —  T!ie 
acme  of  tiiicieiicy —  1  he  liritish  nation  li\  cs  oi  liics  wiili  its 
na\y —  Hh-   prolcts  r.e  iif  uur  own  Ailaiiiic   fleet. 


\l   s[-):rit,   tiir'c   is   tiic   simpl; 

^ . _  *  .1  •     •  •    » 


Br.SiPl.s  tlie  sinijilc  \\oi-J  spirit,  thr'c  is  tiic  simple 
woul  Wdrk.  lake  tlic  two  toLrcthcr,  mivin:^  wit!) 
tliL'in  the  proper  ([uaiitit;-  <>(  iritcllip-cncc,  ami  \()ii  have 
Sf)nicthinMr  fi,Kr  tluiii  l)rcau'n()ii.4!it> ;  for  it  buiKis 
Drcadnuuglits,  or  tunii(;l>  niuuiit.iiiis,  or  v.-ins  vic- 
tories. 


he  result  re<ts  with  tiicir  industry  and  rospr  isi- 
billty.      If  tiiey  arc  true  to  the  eliaracter  of  th.c  tuition 
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by  and  lar,i;c  that  is  all  the  nation  nia\-  expect;  if  they 
arc  better,  then  tlie  nation  has  rcasu:)  to  he  :':ratct"a!, 
EnyhshiTien  take  more  interest  in  tiieir  navy  tlian 
Americans  in  theirs.  They  S'vc  it  the  best  that  is  in 
them  and  they  expect  the  best  from  it  in  '•^■^iirn. 
Every  youngster  who  hopes  to  he 
that  the  navy  is  no  place  for  idlinjr;  cAery  liia.i  who 
enlists  kncnvs  that  he  is  in  for  no  junket  on  a  pleasure 
yaclit.  I  he  British  navy,  I  judged,  had  a  relativclv 
l::rge  percentage  of  the  brains  and  application  of 
>riia!n. 

"  It  is  not  so  diiTerent  fn)m  vJjat  it  was  for  tjn 
y:ars  before  tiie  war,"  said  one  of  the  officers.  "  We 
did  ;i!l  t!ie  work  we  e.'uld  stand  then;  and  whether 
cru!:>ing  or  l\;n-  in  harhi)ur,  life  is  almost  normal  for 
us  to-day." 

Ihe  British  Beet  was  always  on  a  war  footing.  It 
mu,.t  he.  I.a:k  oi  i-:.-.\  .d  preparation  is  more  danger. 
ous  than  huk  oi  land  preparation.  It  is  fatal.  I 
know  of  ollicers  who  had  had  only  a  week's  leave  in 
a  \ear  in  time  of  peace;  their  pay  is  less  than  our 
officers'.     Patriotism  kept  th-em  up  to  the  mark. 

And  another  thing:  Once  a  sailor,  nlways  a  sailor, 
is  an  old  sa\In::;  but  it  has  a  new  application  in  mod- 
i."n  na\,e>.  i  hey  become  fascinated  with  tlie  very 
ilruvlgcry  of  ship's  exist.ncc.  They  like  their  world, 
\\hich  is  th>eir  house  and  tJieir  shop.  It  has  the  attrac- 
tion of  a  v.orld  of  priestcraft,  v.-ith  them  alone  under- 
standing the  ritual,  'iheir  tlrill  at  the  guns  becomes 
Jie  preparation  for  the  great  sport  of  target  practice, 
v.hieh  beats  any  big  g.ime  shooting  when  guns  com- 
pete with  guns,  with  battle  practice  greater  sport  th.an 
target  practice.  Bringing  a  ship  into  harbour  well, 
holding  h.er  to  lier  pl.ui.'  in  the  formation,  roaming 
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f.'vcr  [he  seas  in  a  clcstrdvcr  — 
fort  at  t!ic  mastery  of  material 
ti\  vl-,'  cK'nioriStratcJ. 

•"  )n  one  oi   the   DreaJniui^lus   I   ^a'\'  a   i!;iin's  crew 


all  means  eternal  cf- 
with  tlie  results  posi- 


(Irillir.tj^  uitli  a  (.liimmv  six-inJi,  weight  one  1 


uinJ 


red 


p-'unils. 


i'fi"t   that   !)')',■   prettv   \oun^   to    handle   tiiat  b ';^ 
sliell  .•'   '  an  a  Ifn'ral  a-ked  a  junior  oflicer. 

"  I  le  (.u'esn't  th.iiik  so,"  the  nftieer  replied.      "  \Vc 

* .  1  1     1     I  n  •         1  f  11 


ha\  en  t  anv  on 
break  liis  lie:'.rt 
Not  one  (d" 
seen  idin-  ' 
yonnijster 
anv  ari7i\- 


\\i;o  CDul.l  h 


\\\c  It  better.      It  would 

t  we  eli.i:iLreil  his  position."" 

liitv   (,en:ia!i    prisoners   whom    I    had 

I!"''  o\  u-  in   I  r;;nee  ua^  as  sturdy  as  this 

fn  the  ran.k^  dl   an  injantrv  cejmpany  of 

)c  would  !i:i\e  been  abix'e  the  average  of 

physi'iue:   but    amonij;  t'le    rest  ol"  tlie   ;4i;n"s  crew   lu 

ut  the  phys- 
ic 


dl 


'f2,i:n  s  crew  lie 
appear  slij^dir.      Need  nn're  be  said  alio 
ieal  standard  of  t!;e  crews  ni  the  ti-htin;:;  ships  of  & 
Grand  I'leet? 

One  had  an  eye  to  niore  than  .^uns  and  machinery 
and  to  more  than  the  character  ni  the  oflicers.  He 
wanted  to  beeome  lietrer  acquainted  witli  the  personnel 
of  the  men  behind  the  guns,  d'hey  t'ormed  patches 
ot  blue  on  t!ie  deeks,  .  s  o'm:  loiiked  aroinul  the  fleet, 
agair.st  t!ie  iiackground  of  th.e  d.ill,  painteil  bulwarks 
ol  steel  —  the  human  elemetit  w  hose  skill  ga\  c  the 
sn:ps  iile  —  deep-chested,  \-igorous  men  in  their  prime, 
tlie  air  ol   men  groundetl  m  their  work  bv 


WliO    |l;l. 


long  experience.  One  noted  wlien  an  ordtr  was  gi'-en 
out  that  it  was  obeyed  quickly  bv  one  who  kiiew  \>  uat 
lie  liad  to  do  because  he  ha.i  done  it  thousands  of  times. 
J  here  are  ;dl  kinds  oi  Iduejrickets,  as  tliere  are  all 
kind.s  ol  other  men.  Bef'n-e  tlie  war  soitie  took  more 
th;!n  was  good   for  them  when  on  shore;  some  took 
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nutliin^r  stroiu^ci-  tlian  tc:i ;  bonic  cni-.voJ  t'lc  sailor's 
privile-c  of  -rouiin,:,^ ;  sunic  had  lo  l)e  ;..;\-  up  f)  t!'c 
mark  sharply;  an  occasi-nal  one  !!u;,'ht  <;.t  rebellious 
against  the  merciless  repetition  of  drills. 

The  war  itnpaitej  .a<.,rerness  to  all,  i!ic  olFi.ers  sai.l. 
Inlrncrlons  of  .Ji>,.ipli;]c  ceased.  l)a\s  pa^s  with.out 
any  one  of  the  crew  uf  a  Dreadnou;zht  l!a\-i;>^r  to  he 
called  lip  in  default,  1  am  told.  And  their  health? 
At  lirst  th(u;;,^!ir,  one  would  say  tr.at  life  in  the  st:e] 
ca\-es  ol  a  Drcadnou-ht  would  1.  an  pastv  cn^plexiuns 
and  liahhy  nuiscles.  For  a  veai  the  er-.vs  had  hcen 
the  prisoners  of  that  readiness  wliieh  nui>t  not  l.«se  a 
rniniite  in  put':,;';  to  sea  if  von  J-irpit/.  should  ever 
try  the  desperate  .gamble  of  battle. 

AIM  r  a  turn  in  the  trenches  the  soldiers  can  at  least 

srret^eh   their  Ie;;s  In  billets.      A  certain  ruiniber  of  a 

ships  con;patv.   no.v  and  then  -et  a  tramp  vn  sh.-rc- 

not  real  have,  but  a  personallv  c(;nd;;ctcd  outin-  iiMt 

tar  Irom  tlie  bwat.  which  will  juirrv  them  baei:  to  their 

stations  on  signal.      However,   all  that  ope  needs  to 

heep    well^  is_  iresh    air   and   exercise.       1  he   blowers 

carry  fresh  air  to  every  part  of  the  shl;i;  tb.e  l>ree/cs 

wiiich  sweep  the  deck  from  the  North 'Sea  are  fresh 

cnou-h_  in   summer  and  a   little  to.,   fresh   in  winter. 

ihere  is  exercise  In  the  re-ular  drills.  sapplemcnteJ 

by   settm^Mip   exercises.      'I'he    fo.d   Is   .r„,.,j   .^j    ^o 

man  drinks  or  eats  what  he  ou^ht  nut  to.  as  he  nnv 

on  shore.      So  there  is  the  fa-t  and  the  reason  for  the 

fact:  tlie  health  of  the  men,  as  well  as  their  conduct, 

had  ne\er  been  so  iraod. 

■'  Perhaps    v\e   are   not  (juite   so   cl^  m 


.■setore  tiie  war,      said  an  nrHcer.      "We   v..i-'i  '!■ 


as  ve   wei'e 
'1   (leeks 
me  itis 
tliat  quarters  are  not  so  moist  :\r.d  the  men  ha\e  more 


onlv  twice  a  week  instead  of  e\erv  d.w.       l 


hi. 


i\C    MV  \j  .\;<  n\    ill;;  (,!;i:.\i"  wak 


freedom  of  movement.     \W  v,.int  t!:-in  to  have  as 
much  freedom  as  possible." 


•itintr,  in  such  «.■■ 


r  tiiii-tLcn 


V.' 

mnn. '  :i  for  l)attle  !     Think  of  the  strain  of  it ! 

The  British  tem'x-rament  is  well  fitted  to  undergo  such 
a  test,  and  pr  '  'y  v. ell  fitted  arc  these  sturdy 
seamen  of  ma"  ;rs.     An  enemy  may  imagine 

thjm    v,ear;P:r  tlicir   efficiency   on   the    leash. 

I  \  -v  want  uu-ally,  they  want  nothing  quite 

so  much.  Biit  tlay  have  the  seaman's  philosophy. 
Old  \nn  Tirpitz  may  come  out  and  he  may  not.  It 
is  for  him  tn  c'o  r!i^  '.vorr\ing.  They  sit  tight.  Tiic 
men's  ai  dupon.     Care  is  taken  that 

they  should  ncjt  be  worked  stale;  fi"  the  nuirk'^.man 
who  puts  a  uo/en  sh.jts  thrnni';h  the  bull's-eye  had  bet- 
ter not  keep  on  ti!-:n  -,  jcsr  lie  he  'in  rimir.inff  it  and 
get  into  bad  h:v 

\\  iiere  an  army  o:r!cer  has  a  change  v.i:en  he  leaves 
the  trench  for  his  billet,  there  is  none  for  the  naval 
ollicer,  who,  rnr'<.'  tiie  anny  ollicer,  is  Spartan-bred 
to    confiner,'  i  he    army    pays   its   daily   toll   of 

casualties;  it  lies  cramped  in  dugouts,  not  knowing 
wlu-t  nr  .        ■.     The  Grand  Fleet 

has  its  l;  ;.  :  .:  ...   .   .j  from  submarines  in 

a  quiet  h:;:"  :r,'  naval  oiliccrs  spoke  of  this 

contrast  with  (.icep  feeling,  as  if  fate  were  playing  fa- 
vourites, though  I  have  never  heard  an  army  olHccr 
mention  it. 

The  army  can  give  each  day  fresh  proof  of  its  cour- 
age in  face  of  the  enemy.  Courage  I  It  takes  on  a 
new  meaning  with  the  Grand  Meet.  The  individual 
element  of  g.:llnntry  merges  into  gallantry  of  the 
whole.  You  have  the  very  communism  of  courage. 
The  thought  is  to  keep  u  cool  head  and  do  your  part 
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as  a  cdg  111 


:  wust  machine.      Coiirn-je  is   ri'^  ;:'.ii.h 
taken  for  grantcJ  as  the  brc.ith  (.'   '•   .      ''  '■      ,  ; 
dock's  men,  an>i  von  Spec's  men.  too,  louj^ht  nil  ilicy 
went  down.      It  was  accordinj^'  to  the  prr)i;ramine  laid 
out  for  each  turret  and  each  gun  in  a  turret. 

Smith,  of  the  army,  leads  a  bomb-throwing  party 
from  traverse  to  traverse;  Smith,  of  t!ie  navy,  turns 
one  lever  at  the  rl;j;ht  second.  Army  gunners'arc  im- 
proving their  practice  day  by  day  against  the  encmv: 
all  the  improving  by  navy  gunners  must  be  done  b. 
tlie  battle.  \'o  sieges  in  trenches;  no  attacks  and 
counter-attacks:  a  dec'-'--^  -■(-'n  ;•  ''■•.■.•  hoi-rs per- 
haps within  an  hour. 

Ihis  p.irtially  explains  the  love  of  the  navy  for  its 
work;  its  clicerful  repetition  of  the  drills  which  seem 
such  a  wc:uiDome  business  to  the  civilian.  The  men 
kMiiw  the  reason  of  their  drud  -erv.  It  is  an  all-con- 
vincing bull's-eye  reason.  1  .  .  ;  '  One  heard  the 
familiar  sound  of  subcalihre  practice,  which  seems  as 
out  of  proportion  in  a  fifteen-inch  gun  as  a  mouse 
squeak  from  an  elephant  whom  \ou  expect  to  trumpa. 
As  the  result  appears  in  subcallbre  practice,  so  it  is 
practicidly  bound  to  appear  in  target  practice;  as  it 
appears  in  target  practice,  >,•>  it  h  h,  ii-^.d  to  appear  in 
battle  practice. 

It  was  on  t!ie  flagship  that  I  siw  a  device  which  Sir 
John  reterred  to  as  the  next  best  th'n;r  to  having  the 
(."ermans  come  out.  lie  took  as  much  delight" in  it 
as  the  gun-pointers,  who  were  firing  at  German 
Dreadnoughts  of  the  first  line,  as  large  as  vour  thumb, 
which  were  in  front  of  a  sort  of  hooded  arranu'eireiit 
with  the  guns  of  a  British  Dreadnouglit  inside  —  the 
rest  f  censor  myself  before  the  rc'.ijir  censor  sees  it. 
Vv!:en  we  lieard  a  report  li!.  -  of  a  small  target 
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rifle  'uWiAc  tliL'  arrnn;j;i.mcnt  a  st:i.;ll  rcJ  nr  a  small 
white  s})l.ii!i  rose  frr'tii  the  iiictallic  I'lattLr  of  a  M-a. 
Th'Js  the  whole  Gentian  p  i\  y  has  he.n  I'oun  ieJ  to 
pieces  aj^aii;  anil  a^alii.  It  is  a  ^i\':;t  ijaine.  1  he 
.min-poiiuers  ne\-er  tire  of  it  and  thcv  thinl;  tiiev  kriOw 
the  reason  as  \vt.!l  as  an\b>.Kly  \\\.\  \on  I  irpif.  kci-ps 
his  I)re;uinou,i:;hts  at  home. 

iiut  u^.n'icre  I  s-i\v  some  real  firiru::  for  5h;;^s  n'list 
h.  !\e  their  ri.;;ii!:ir  target  practice,  \\;ir  or  no  ^\ar. 
If  those  er',ii>,ers  steaming;  across  the  ran::.'  had  Seen 
senJinjx  six-  or  ei!.dit-inJi  shr.!p;H-l,  we  sIiouKl  ha\  c 
prelerrcJ  ivt  to  he  so  near  t!iat  tovcic!  sr;'iare  ol 
t;in\as.  llasiies  fr>)m  tu'-rcts  indistingjishable  at  a 
lii.t'.iice  fr',)m  the  ncutral-toncd  butiies  of  t!ic  vessels 
and  tile  shells  struck,  makiiiij;  ^reat  sjdashei  just  bc- 
voiui  the  tari^et,  wliicii  v.as  wlicic  they  ouirht  to  l;o. 

A  f:;m'l;:!r  scene,  bat  witli  a  nwv  meanin;!;  ^\he!^ 
the  time  is  one  (■!  war.  So  lar  i^s  mv  olnerxation  i'. 
w;jrth.  anvihinu;,  it  w  is  wrv  L;',>d  shootinu;.  indeed. 
One  broadside  would  li::\e  put  a  i.le:troyer  out  oi 
bi!r-:ine:.s  as  easil\-  as  a  "  Jack  juhnson  "  docs  fi.T  a 
diii^o-at;  and  it  wouhl  liave  m.ule  a  cruiser  of  the  same 
class  as  th.e  on.c  iiri;-^  prettv  .u;roL;Lry  —  this  not  from 
an.'  experience  of  beiiv.^  on  a  huht  cruiser  or  an\'  desire 
to  be  on  one  when  ii  reeei\es  such,  a  salute.  liut  it 
seems  to  lie  .va;!.in;j;  tor  the  (iermans  any  tune  tliat 
they  wa;it  it. 

Oil,  t!!;:t  towcvl  s^juare  of  canwis !  It  is  th.e  s\ '^  b>! 
of  liie  object  nt  ;dl  baild/mL!;  ol  ,!J,u;is,  arm. air,  and  !i:;'s. 
a!!  the  nursing  in  dry  dock,  all  th.e  admiral's  ph.".  .  all 
the  parliamentary  appro[)riations,  all  the  stri\ ;  ,  .  n 
board  shi;"*  in  man's  compnition  with  m.m,  cvtw  with 
crew.  :,niii  V.  ;t!i  p.m.  r.nd  slip  witli  >h\\\  Orx  liad  in 
mind  some  \  ast   ia^or;,'   pl.uit  wiiere  every  ui'it  was 
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not 


cflicicnily  ori^nniscd;  hut  that  comparison  won 

do.      None    win.      The    Grand    ILct    is    th,c    (,    :;hl 

Ilect. 

Ahility  i,Hts  its  rcuard  as  in  the  idiiipctinon  of  u\;l 
life.  i  here  is  no  hnear  proinution  indiilm.iu  to  mil\1:- 
ocnty  and  inferiority  which  are  satisli.vl' t,,  ke.j.  step 
and  harassiii.u  to  th(j^e  whom  nature  and  application 
meant  to  lead.  Armchairs  and  retirement  for  those 
whose  inclinations  run  that  way;  t!ie  captain's  bridue 
for  thrjse  who  are  tit  to  command.  Oilicers'  rea.rds 
are  the  criterion  when  superiors  come  to  making  nro- 
motions.  But  does  not  outside  iiiHuencc  play  a'part? 
you  ask.  If  prote;,sional  conscience  is  not  enou-h  to 
prevent  this,  another  thinj;  ai^prars  to  he:  tliat  tiie 
British  nation  li\es  or  dies  with  its  navv.  Besides, 
the  British  public  has  said  to  all  and  sundry  outsiders- 
"  1  lands  o;i  tlie  navv!  "  All  honour  to  the  British 
public,  much  criticised  and  often  n>ost  displeased  with 
Its  servants  and  itself,  for  keepin-  its  eve'on  tliat  can- 
vas s(iuare  ol  ch  ;!i ! 

The  l.ui,uua,-e  m  board  was  tiie  same  as  on  nur 
ships;  the  technical  phraseulo(rv  practieali^  the  sar>ie; 
we  had  inherited  British  trailitions.  But  a  man  from" 
Kansas  and  a  man  from  Dorset  li\e  far  apart.  If 
they  ha\e  a  j^'ood  deal  in  common  thev  rareb  m.et  to 
learn  that  thev  have.  But  seamen  d(-  meet  and  share 
a  fraternity  whi Ji  is  more  than  that  of  the  sea.  Close 
one's  eyes  to  the  difference  in  uniform,  discount  the 
ditiei-ence  in  accent,  and  one  imagined  that  he  mi  dit 
be  with  our  North  Athmtic  fleet. 

The  same  sort  of  shop  talk  and  banter  in  the  ward- 
room, w!i:ch  trims  and  polishes  human  ed,i:es;  the 
same  fellowship  of  a  world  apart.  Securelv  re  .dv 
the   British  llect  waits.      Knough   drill   and  not  too 
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ni':c'. :  occnsional  visits  between  ships:  books  and  ricws- 
1  li;^ht-hcartetl  relaxation  of  scattered  con- 

vi-i's.!.  'he  mess.     One  wardroom  had  a  thirtv- 

five-o.  ;,..  iv-cord  for  rrettin.'i;  past  nil  the  pitfalls  in 
the  popular  "  Silver  Htdlet  "  game,  if  I  remember  cor- 
rectly. 


XXXII 

HUNTIXG    THE    SLBMARIN'E 

Seaplane,   afloat  and  on  high  -  Diabolical  bombs  -  Sighting  a  sub 
marme-71>e  chase  -  Submarine  defences  -  Torpedo  boat,  at 
home  —  The  mine  sweepers  —  Fatie 


Sea. 


lence  in  the  cold  of  the  North 


Seaplanes  cut  practice  circles  over  the  fleet  and  then 
«ew  away  on  their  errands,  to  be  lost  in  the  sky  bcvond 
the  harboi-r  entrance.  With  their  floats,  they  were 
like  ducks  when  they  came  to  rest  on  the  water.' sturdy 
and  a  httle  clumsy  looking  compared  to  those  hawks 
the  army  planes,  soaring  to  higher  altitudes. 

The  hawk  had  a  broad,  level  field  for  its  roost  •  the 
duck,  bobbing  with  the  waves  after  it  came  down,  had 
Its  wmgs  tolded  as  became  a  bird  at  rest  after  its 
engmes  stopped  and  a  dead  thing,  it  was  lifted  on 
board  Its  floatmg  home  with  a  crane,  as  cargo  is  swung 
into  the  hold. 

On  shipboard  there  must  be  shinshapcncss;  and  that 
capacious,  one-time  popular  Atlantic  liner  had  under- 
gone changes  to  prepare  it  /or  its  mothe;  .ng  part,  wiih 
platforms  in  place  of  the  promenades  where  people 
had  .ourged  during  the  voyage,  and  bombs  in  place  of 
deck  quoits  and  dining-saloons  turned  into  workshops 
Uf  course,  one  was  shown  the  different  si/cs  and  tvpes 
of  bombs.  Aviators  exhibit  them  with  the  pride  of  a 
collector  showing  his  porcelains.  Every  time  they 
seem  to  me  to  have  grown  larger  and  more  diabolical. 
Where  will  aerial  progress  end?     Will  the  next  war 
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bir>. 


iw.i^i.t 


i)\' 


turci. 


s   tli.'.t   Ji\c   ....d 


Iv   lil.c 


in-l 


IM  like  t(i  iir<i[)  tluit  liuiiilrLHl-jiiHUhLT  (ir^to  a  Zcp- 

p")clinl  "  saiil  one  nt  ilie  a\  iators.      A!l  the  i'lij^iilitloa 

of  I  itiiiinii  would  liki'  to  bee  him  do  it.      ANu  1  rli -•, 

of  the  subiiiarine,  ti<'es  not  like  to  see  the  ^liaduw   of 

man's  win^s  aho\e  the  water. 

Seaplanes    aiu!    ilebtrn\crs    earr\     tlie    iin.i^inatiu. 

awa\-    Ironi    the    lleet   to    another    sphere   ol    aLtivity. 

wliieh  I  hatl  not  the  fortune  to  see.     An  aviator  can 

see  I  Yd/,  below  a  smooth  surface;  for  he  caimot  travel 

Uvl;  lieener  than  thirtv  or  forty  feet.      lie  le.ives  a 
■'    ■       •      ■  -■■■■-■■■       ^^f     ■ 


tnac  (ji  gunnery  at  tne  ironr.  .savai  in'j;cnuity  nas 
invented  no  t:nK\  ot  methods  and  no  end  of  experiments 
ha\e  been  tried.  Stricte-.l  kept  of  naxal  secrets,  tliesc. 
1-rit/  is  not  to  be  told  what  to  avoid  a;;d  wh.'.t  r.at  to 
avoid. 

\  ery  thin  the  skin  oi  a  subinari'ie ;  \erv  frai^ile  and 
comidicated  its  machinery.  It  d'^.s  not  take  much  of 
a  shock  to  put  it  out  ot  order  or  a  large  cari^o  of  explo- 
sive to  dent  that  >k;n  be\ond  repair.  It  beinjj;  in  tho 
nature  of  subimrines  to  sink,  hj\\'  does  tlie  hunter 
kiMVv  wlien  he  lias  struck  a  mo^t.d  Muv?  If  oil  a:id 
bubbles  come  up  for  sometime  i;i  one  place,  or  if  they 
come  up  with  a  rush,  that  is  suy^cstivc.     Then,  it  docs 
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nnt  ri.;uir(.'  a  niiitic.;!  uur.d  to  realise  that  hy  cnstin;^ 
about  on  the  buttom  with  a  grapnel  ymj  will  learn  if 
an  nlijeet  -.vith  the  bulk  and  si/c  of  a  suimiarine  is 
there.  Ailiiiir.ils  aeapt  no  guesswork  from  the  hunt- 
ers about  their  exploits;  they  must  bring  t:ie  bru^h  to 
prove  the  !-.i!l. 

With  Atimiml  Crawforvi  I  ucnt  tn  see  the  sub- 
marine (leferjces  ot  i  harliour.  It  reiniiiJed  one  o( 
the  111  i  J;  .  of  t!ie  Jrawlirii.l_:.;e  to  the  castle,  wlien  a 
liieiui  role  freely  in  and  an  enemy  might  try  to  s\vl;n 
the  moat  anti  scale  the  walls  if  h.-  pleased. 

"  lake  carel  There  is  a  tide  here  I  ""  tb.e  coxswain 
was  uarned.  lest  tlie  barge  get  into  S'ine  ot  the 
troubles  meant  tor  l-"r!t/.  "  A  cunning  telhnv,  I  rit/. 
We  must  u;;\e  him  no  openings." 

I  he  tperungs  a[>;iear  long  e'lougli  to  permit  I'riti-h 
cratr,  uliether  tra.vlers,  or  I'.otillas,  or  cruisers,  or  bat- 
tleships, to  g)  and  come.  I-^i'ig  ^'"^  close  to^etlie."  as 
!i>,h  in  a  basket.  I  saw  at  one  place  a  number  of  torpedo 
boats  home  from  a  wee'    .:t  sea. 

''  1  [ere  to-day  and  ::one  to-niorrow,"  said  an  otTicer. 
"  What  a  time  they  had  last  winter!  Vou  1  now  how 
cokj  the  North  Sea  is  —  no,  you  cannot,  unless  you 
ha\e  been  out  in  a  torpedo  l^oat  dancing  the  tango  in 
tlie  teeth  oi  tiiat  bitter  wind,  uith  the  spra\  whipping 
up  to  ^!ie  tops  of  the  smoke-stacks.  In  the  dead  of 
n'Ldu  they  would  come  into  this  pitJi-dark  harbour. 
IloA  tb>'y  toun;l  their  way  is  p;ist  me.  It's  a  trick  of 
those  young  fel!o\',s.  who  commaivl." 

Stati.nary  tliey  seemed  now  ab  the  quay  itself;  but 
let  a  signal  speak,  an  alarm  come,  and  tliey  would  soon 
be  as  alive  as  leaping  porpr^ses.  The  sport  is  to  those 
who  scout  r.r.A  hii:it.  \]  it.  again,  do  r.ot  foi'iret  those 
who   watch,   those   wh)  keep  tiie  blockade,    fn;ni  the 
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Cli.Hincl  to  Iccl.mJ,  arul  those  trawlers  who  ploj  over 
plotted  sca-8(|u:ircs  with  the  rc^ularirv  of  mowing 
machines  cuttiiii;  a  harvest,  on  their  way  back  anJ  forth 
swccpin.ii  up  rnifies.  i  hey  were  tisliermcn  before  the 
WAV  anJ  are  fishermen  still.  Ni^ht  and  ilay  they  keep 
at  it.  'I'liey  come  into  tlie  h  .bours  stili  with  cold, 
thaw  out,  and  return  to  hardships  which  would  make 
many  a  man  pret'er  the  trenches.  Triliutes  to  their 
patient  cour.ij^re,  whivh  came  from  the  heart,  were 
he.ird  on  board  the  luittleships. 

"  It  is  when  we  think  of  t!icm,"  said  an  officer, 
"that  we  are  most  ea'_'er  to  June  the  German  fleet 
come  out,  so  that  we  can  do  our  part." 


XXXIII 

THE  FLi.i.r  p\  IS  TO  SUA 

The  te»t  of  perfrct  moilon  —  I»  tli>'  fltcr  buflni  by  submarinei? -^ 
The  rnc»saj;e  arrives —  The  seariurcli  ol   il.ill-toneil  iitiadirneJ 
power  —  l'f«iro>er«    in    the    van —  1  lie    majeiiic    prcK' isioii    of 
^  battIf^hips —  riic  sei  ret  in  sheer  hard  work — The  sealiori  o:i 

i  ttie   hiuii —  The   "  old  "    l)readiiou>;lit —  The   exitic   Turk  —  An 

}  hour    ai;d    •■till     passing  —  Itre<tistible    power  —  \i<iuali/irik;    the 

whole  globe,  safe  bel.iiid  that  fleet  —  Bark  in  London —  The 
Zepi'tliii's  pitiable  tarj;et  —  Meaning  ,/  British  dominion  —  A 
German  toniparison. 


Tlir.Ri:  is  aniitluT  test  bcs'ulcs  that  of  min  (irilh  nnd 
target  practice  wliich  rctk-cfs  the  efficiency  of  indi- 
vidual ships,  ami  tlic  hirgcr  the  ruiniher  ui  ships  the 
more  important  it  is.  lor  the  business  of  a  Hect  is 
to  go  to  sea.  .At  anchor  if  is  in  garrison  rather  than 
on  campaign,  an  assembly  of  floating  forts.  Na\ies 
one  has  seen  which  seemed  excellent  when  in  harbour, 
but  when  they  started  to  get  under  uav  the  result  wai 
hardly  reassuring.  Some  erring  sister  fouled  her 
anchor  ch\in;  another  had  engine  room  trouble; 
another  lagged  for  some  other  reason;  there  was 
fidgeting  on  the  bridges.  Then  one  asked,  What  if 
a  summons  to  battle  had  come? 

Our  own  officers  were  authority  enough  for  me  that 
the  British  had  no  superiors  in  an\-  of  the  tesf;.  But 
strange  reports  dodged  in  and  (jiit  of  the  alle\s  of 
pessimism  in  the  company  of  (icrman  insistence  that 
the  Tj^cr  and  other  ships  whirl)  'ne  saw  afloat  had 
been  sunk.  Was  the  Heet  reall  '.el,,  ^jrisoner  by  fear 
of  submarines?     If  it  could  go  and  >.^.ne  freely  when 
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it  chose,  tl'.c  harbour  was  the  place  inv  h  \:]'Mc  it 
waited.  It  not.  tlien,  inJeeJ,  tliL  siihniarii-.e  had  rjvn- 
lutiuniscti  na.al  warfare.  AJiiiiral  JeH'coe  in;_^ht 
l(jse  sunie  ol  hi.-,  lKilt!e^hi})s  before  lie  cuuiJ  e\i.r  go 
into  aLliun  ai;  iii:;.t  vvn  Tirpit/. 

'■  O'l.^^  to  Ii.ar  ti;e  hoarse  i-.ittle  of  the  aruhor 
cl-.air.s:  "  I  kept  thiakin^r  while  I  was  with  tlic  fleet. 
"  01).  to  see  ;m1  tliose  !:;<;r,s:ers  (;;:  tile  move!  " 

.\  y.wn  \\l,U  it  s.^nieJ,  b.it  it  canie  true.      A 


fro 


)m   t;ie   .\drr.;rait\-   ;M-ri\-cJ   v.  hil 


V.  iiiie   Wi 


message 
were   on  the 


niral   Jellieoe  called   his  flag  secretary, 


iagsli;}\      .Ul:ii;ral  Jell;eoe  call 

spoke  a  wortl  to  lilm.  \\li;.h  was  pas>eJ  hi^a  twinkling 
fi-oin  flagship  to  s(iLiaJ;-on  .inJ  .i:vis:<,n  anJ  sliip.  He 
made  it  as  simple  as  ru-deriiig  his  haige  alongside,  this 
sending  ft  t!ie  (i.and  I  hct  to  sui. 

■  ot  a  d.  -To;,  er  be\ond  the  harbour 
g '.  I  dia'l  not  .itiem;  t  to  du  ilvj 
tii.-speetaele,  wiiiJi  con\-i.i:cd  me  tli.it  l.inguage  ;>,  t'le 
\ehicle  (uv  making  small  things  se.m  g -e^t  iind  great 
things  seem  small.  !f  .n,i  wisli  words  invite  sph^^dij 
and  ningnil;cent  and  o\ Twhelming  and  all  the  reliable 
old  friends  to  co,,;c  f,,:th  in  glad  apparel  from  the  dic- 
tionary. Personally,  I  was  inartieahite  at  siglu  of  that 
sea  mai-ch  ot  dull-rotied,  unadorned^  power. 

hirst  came  the  -utriders  of  majestv.  the  des\'-ovcrs- 
then  the  graceful  hunt  cruisers.    '}],' 


1  V'l:]]  tile  hri 
etitranee  wt  sa". 


crs  fias  tiie 


Hriti^ 


ow  ni.inv  destrov- 


isli  navy.-  I  am  onlv  ceit.iin  that 'it 
I-.as  rot  as  n;anv  as  it  seems  to  have,  which  would  mean 
tnoiisanvis.  I:\mg  to  count  them  is  like  tr\in'r  t,, 
count  t!ie  bees  in  the  gar^ien.  Vnu  cannot  keep  unir 
eve  on  the  individual  bees.  V,,u  are  boLmd  to  count 
some  twice,  so  busy  are  their  manu'u\-ies. 

-  n>.n't  vou  wiMTv.  great  ladies:  ■'  one  hiiagincd  the 
destroyers  were  saying  to  the  battleships.      "  \Vc  will 
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^r 


f>)r  you, 
us  went 


;rcnt  lailics 
c!    •vn.   the  1 


cicp.r  the  mad.      \Vc  will  keep  u-ntch  npainst  snipers 
and  assassins." 

"  And  if  any  knocks  are  coming:,  we  will  take  them 
"  ?;!id  the  crui>ers.      "  It  one  of 
OSS  Uiudii   not  he   ,^reat.      Keep 
your  Iv'r  iT-.ii  ,  safe  to  beat  '-..her  bnttlesliips  into  scrap." 

I- or  ^•ou  may  he  sure  th.at  I'rit?  was  on  the  watch  in 
the  o'pen.  He  alwavs  is.  I'ke  the  l:!;;h\vavman  liid::ig 
behind  a  iicds^e  and  c':\'  ini;  peopK-  whn  !ia\-e  com- 
fortable bedv.  Probaldv  frnm  a  distanre  he  had  a 
peek  throu::^h  his  periscope  at  the  (irand  Meet  before 
the  approach  .'f  the  policeman  destroyers  made  him 
duck  b.'neath  tiu  .\atcr;  and  probabb.-  lie  tricvl  to  count 
the  number  of  ships  and  identify  their  classes  in  order 
to  take  t!ic  information  home  to  Kiel.  Besides,  he 
always  lias  his  l'!n<j;crs  crossetl.  lie  liopes  tint  some 
day  he  :r.:\y  u;et  a  shot  at  stuTU'thirig  more  warlike  than 
a  merchant  steamer  o.  an  auxiliary;  onlv  that  prospect 
becomes  poorer  as  life  for  him  p;rn\\s  harder.  Fxcept 
a  miracle  happened,  the  steamini^  fleet,  with  its  cordons 
of  destro\ers,  is  as  safe  from  him  as  from  anv  otiicr 
kind  of  lish. 

The  harbour  which  is  tb.e  fleet's  home  is  landlocked 
by  low  hills.  There  is  an  eclipse  of  the  sun  bv  the 
smoke  from  the  ships  p;ettinf,r  under  way;  streaming;, 
soarin'i;  columns  of  smoke  on  the  move  ri'-e  abo\  e  rhe 
skyline  from  the  funnels  of  the  battleshi-ps  before  they 
appear  in  sif^ht  around  a  bend.  In  ielinitc  masses  as 
yet  they  are.  untler  their  nijrht-black  p'umcs.  V  xh 
ship  seems  too  i'-«nense  to  respond  to  anv  u'll  except 
its  own.  riic'  is  something  automatic  i:i  the  regu- 
larity uith  v.-h;c!i.  one  after  another,  tliev  take  tJie 
bend,  as  if  a  stop  watch  ha  1  been  held  on  tv.'cntv 
thousand  tons  of  steel   for  a  second's  variation.      As 
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they  approach  they  become  more  distinct  and,  showing 
less  smoke,  there'  seem.s  less  eftort.  Their  motive- 
power  seems  inherent,  perpetual. 

There  is  some  sea  running;  outside  the  entrance, 
enough  to  make  a  destroyer  roll.  But  the  battleships 
distlain  any  notice  of  its  existence.  It  is  no  more  to 
them  than' a  ripj^le  of  dust  to  a  motor  truck.  They 
plough  through  it. 

'I"houL;h  vou  were  within  twenty  yards  of  them  you 
would   fed'quite  safe.      An  express  train  was  in   no 
more  d;'n^cr  of  jumpinuj  the  track.      Mast  in  line  with 
mast,  they  held  the  course  witii  a  majestic  steadiness. 
Now  the  leaJiin;.;  ship  makes  a  turn  of  a  few  points. 
At  the  same  spot,  as  if  it  were  marked  b\  the  grooves 
of  tires  in  a  road,  the  others  make  it.      Any  variation 
of  speed  between  them  would  have  l^en  instantly  no- 
ticeable, as  one  forged  ahead  or  lagged;  but  the  dis- 
tance between  bows  and  sterns  did  not  change.     A  Ime 
of  one  length  v;ould  do  for  each  interval  so  t:!r  as  one 
could  discern.      It  was  difficult  to  think  that  they  were 
not  attached  to  some  taut  moving  ^V  !e  under  water. 
How  could  such  apparently  unwieldy  monsters,  in  such 
a  slippery  element  as  the  sea,  be  made  to  obey  their 
masters  with  such  tine  precision? 

The  answer  again  is  sheer  hard  work!     Drills  as 

ardaious  in  the  engine  room  as  at  the  guns;  machinery 

kept  in  tune;  traditions  in  manoeuvring  in  all  weathers, 

wlv.cli  are  kept  up  with  tireless  practice. 

'Hiough  all  seemed  perfection  to  the  lay  eve,  let  it 

be  repeau-d  that  this  was  not  so  to  the  eves  of  admirals. 

It  never  can  be.      Perfection  is  the  thing  striven  for. 

Officers  dwell  on  faults ;  all  are  critics.     Thus  vou  have 

the  healthiest  kind  of  spirit,  which  means  that  there 

will  be  no  cessation  in  the  striving. 
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their  tiltocn-inrh  rnris  \^oii!i.!  he  in  tlic  pu!>Iic  eve  r.s  rhr 
latest  t\pe  till  a  luw  t\!ie  came.  A  parade  ot  naval 
types  was  passiiiir.  One  seenieJ  to  ihauc  intn  tlie 
other  in  harmonious  cheet. 

But  here  was  an  outsiJer.  whom  one  notej  in^taiitly 
as  he  studied  thos-  ruL;.L;e.l  silhouittes  of  steel  and 
counted  j2;uns.  Slie  had  been  a  I'urk.  As  the  Turks 
were  '^'v.n'j;  to  have  o-dv  one  hattiesiiip.  th.-v  were  not 
hnthered  about  squadron  h(-moueneitv.  'I  h.ev  piled 
turret  on  turret,  tueh'e  t  l\-e-;iKh  ijjuns  in  c\ntic 
array.  She  was  finished  am!  the  d'urks  were  already 
on  hoard  to  take  her  home  when  t!)e  war  he^an.  But 
British  law  requires  that  any  foreign  man-of-war 
hulldini^r  in  I'nglish  sliipyards  mav  he  taken  o\cr  for 
her  cost  in  ease  of  war.  So  J-'nrdand  kept  the  ship, 
which  the  Turks,  I  understand,  thoi";ht  was  liardly  a 
sportinp;  tliinLj  to  do. 

One  di\-ision,  two  di\is:ons.  four  ships,  ciglit  Drcad- 
nouphts  —  even  a  s(]uadron  cnniinc;  nut  of  a  harbour 
numbs  the  faeultie---  with  a  sense  of  its  might.  Sixteen 
—  twcntv  —  twemy-four  —  it  was  the  unending  num- 
bers of  this  procession  of  sea-power  wdiieh  was  most 
impressive.  An  hour  passed  and  all  were  not  by. 
One  sat  down  for  a  few  minutes  behind  the  wind  screen 
of  the  destrover's  bridge,  only  to  look  back  and  see 
more  Dreadnouglits  going  by.  One  had  not  realis'  j 
that  there  were  so  many  in  the  harbour.  He  h'.d  a 
suspicion  that  Admiral  Jellicoc  was  a  conjuror  who 
couiti  take  Dreadnouglits  out  of  a  hat. 

1  he  first  was  lost  in  the  gathering  darkness  far  out 
In  the  North  Sea,  and  stil!  t!ie  cloud  of  snv  Ke  over  the 
anchorage  uas  as  thick  as  ewr:  still  the  dack  plumes 
kept  appearing  around  the  bend.     The  King  Edward 
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VII  class  with  their  {out  f.vclvc-inch 


'I'Ms  arul  Gt'icr 
undents  of  the  pre-Drc.idnnu^'it  era.  which  are  still 
}«oucrfiil  anta;;onists.  v.ere  \et  t>)  ccinc.  One  s  eyes 
acheJ.  '1! .^c  who  saw  a  Gcr:nan  corps  march 
tliroa-!i  !5;-a:-.ds  said  that  it  seemed  lrresi>rih!e_. 
\\'hat'if  thev  had  seen  the  wh.ole  derman  aiiuy ."' 
Hero  was  the'  counterpart  of  the  whole  (icrnum  army 
in  sea-power  an.l  in  Umd-powcr,  t(5o. 

The  dcstrovcr  commander  looked  at  his  watch. 
"  Tliiiel  "  he  said.  "  Ell  put  you  on  shore." 
He  vni<t  t.kc  his  place  In  the  tleet  at  a  <;iven  mo- 
rn: t.  A  word  to  the  cnpinc  room  and  the  next  thm^ 
we  l  new  v.e  were  off  at  thirty  knots  an  hour,  euttin^ 
strai-ht  across  the  bows  of  a  Drea^lnouuht  steamin<^  at 
twenrv  knots  towcrin;^  "^'^^  ^'^  threateningly,  with  a 
bone  in  her  ti'ith.  ill 

One's  imai^ination  sped  across  seas  w.-.ere  he  had 
cT'iis'd  into  harbojrs  that  lie  knew  and  across  conti- 
nents that  he  knew.  He  was  tr^in-  tr.  vi.uah.e  the 
w'ole  ulobe  — all  of  it  except  tlie  Baltic  seas  and  a 
th'imhmark  in  the  centre  of  hiuropc.  Ilon.u  Kong, 
Melbourne,  Svdnev,  Halifax.  Cape  Town,  Bombay  — 
vcs.  and  Rio  and  Valparaiso.  Shan-hai.  San  1  rancisco, 
\cw  York,  Bo.ton,  tliese  and  tlie  lands  back  ot  them 
where  countk-^s  millions  dwell  wer,  all  sale  behind  the 

barrier  of  that  fiect.  ^ 

Then  back  throu;ih  the  land  wnere  Sha.^cspeare 
wrote  to  EondMH.  with  its  i:1ire  of  recruUmg  posters 
an  1  the  throbbing  of  that  individual  freedrm  which  is 
on  trial  in  battle  with  the  IVu-ian  svst'.m -- and  as 
nnc  is  soin-  to  bed  the  sound  of  -uns  m  the  heart  ot 


tlie   cit\  ;      1-  roni   the 
see,  under  a  sear^hh; 


\s,!i,hiw  one   looked   upwa-d  to 
ht'i.  ;'b:'-.  the  silken  sheen  ot  a 
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cigar-shaped  sort  of  aerial  phantom  which  was  drop- 
ping bombs  on  women  and  cliildrcn,  while  never  a  shot 
was  fired  at  those  sturdy  men  beliind  armour. 

When  you  have  travelled  far;  vJi.n  vou  think  of 
Botha  and  his  F^ocrs  iif^hting  for  I'ni^land;  when  you 
have  ftjund  justice  ami  (:\\r  play  and  open  markets 
under  tiie  British  (lag;  when  you  coinpare  the  vocifera- 
tions of  von  Tirpit/  glorying  in  the  torpedoing  of  a 
Lusitama  with  the  quiet  manner  of  Sir  John  Jcllicoe, 
you  need  only  a  little  spark  of  c<'nscience  to  prefer  the 
way  that  the  British  have  used  their  sea-power  to  the 
way  that  the  men  who  send  out  Zeppelins  to  war  on 
women  and  children  would  use  that  power  if  they  had 
it 


i 
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The  aviation  ground,  -  Arabian  Nights'  hcro„  anJ  th.ir  magic 
„,P„,_  Corps'  spirit -A  ch.vaUic  cuMom  -  B.Uc.inc  >,, 
French  houses- Well  discii-UneJ  ^uc,i. -T.^chuvA  the  a  of 
war-1'icturcsqur  tr;bcsmen  frj.n  Lul' ■  -  1  her  n;.  alt>  - 
Brhish  justice- Matins  and  Ancelus  -  .  arnuns  w.lu.u.  n,.n 
-The  peasants  ^vin  -  Gref  t^•.R  the  French  troops -S>r  John 
French  on  dury -■' Insprctin,  and  disinfecting '•- The  nrw 
"shiUinp  a  day"  men -Albert  Ed^vard,  the  "  vvdhng  pnncc 
Care  of  the  wounded. 

\  sivGiE  incident,  an  Impression  photographic  in  its 
Swiftness,  a  chance  remark,  may  be  more  .Ikuninating 
tlnn  a  dav's  experiences.  One  docs  not  need  to  go  to 
the  front  for  them.  Sometimes  they  come  to  the  gate- 
way of  our  chdtcau.  They  are  pages  at  random  out 
of  a  library  of  overwhelming  Information. 

One  of  the  aviation  grounds  Is  not  far  away.  Look 
skyward  at  almost  any  hour  of  the  day  and  you  will  see 
a  plane,  its  propeller  a  roar  or  a  hum  accordm-  to  its 
altitude.  Sometimes  It  Is  circling  in  practice;  igain, 
it  Is  off  to  the  front.  At  break  of  day  the  planes 
appear ;  in  the  gloaming  they  return  to  rotjst. 

If  an  aviator  has  leave  for  two  or  three  days  m 
summer  he  starts  in  the  late  afternoon,  flashing  over 
that  streak  of  Channel  In  half  an  hour  and  may  be  at 
home  for  dinner  without  getting  any  dust  on  his  clothes 
or  having  to  bother  with  military  red  tape  at  steamer 
gangwavs  or  customs  houses.  _  ,     ,    i 

The  airmen  are  a  type,  with  certain  marked  charac- 
teristics.    No  nervous  man  is  wanted,  and  it  is  time 
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fnr  :;n  aviator  to  take  a  rc:>t  at  the  f'.vst  si'^n  of  norvcs. 
J  hey  scLiii  :-h\-  a:ij  ciitlulun,  nicn  ui"  llic  kimi  ^i\cii  to 
(jNscrvaiiun  rather  than  In  talkinc;;  mcii  accujtunicJ  to 
usIhl,'  their  eves  aiul  hands.  It  is  i!;t?icii!t  to  realise 
tk.:it  s(;i;ie  (jaiet  yoiiiii;  lellow,  who  i;,  [oiiitej  (jut,  has 
haJ  S(j  many  hai:  hi-eaJah  es:apcs.  W'liat  taks, 
v.ur.Iiy  of  Arahian  Ni^'lils'  Jiero^:-,  uiu)  are  borne  away 
on  ina^ic  (.a.rpets,  thev  bri;i'^  !iorne.  rehuiny  them  as 
niatter-ol-!a.tIy  as  it'  th.ey  ha, I  lir.iv.n  a   slmelace. 

I  ;i  iii  thieir  seats,  a  \\h:r  ot'  t!ie  uMror,  ami  th.ev  are 
olt   (ju  aiu.'iher  avl\enti;re.      'riie\    sliv  a.t  mention  of 


tiieir  naiiu 


:n 


(;l  eorps  ot  this  ne\ve-,t  I 


lint,  lor  that  is  not  j^ood  fur  the  sj'irit 
iraneh  in  t':e  ser\iee  of  war. 
Ai;on\mitv  is  ahM)kiite.  ]',\-er\  i.h'n;:  is  done  b\  the 
eor;is  lor  the  cor})',.  I'ossibly  bee.uise  it  is  so  \oun,L;, 
b.;ause  it  started  with  chosen  n:en.  t!;e  Ijritish  A\ia- 
t;on  Coi-j's  is  iMiviirpasvsd:  but  partbv  it  is  because  of 
th.e  I!r;tih!i  tem;  er.iment,  v.  i,h  tkiat  combination  of 
c'olness  and  innate  hn  e  of  risk  which  the  British  man- 
ner sometimes  belies. 

Som,ethin^f  of  the  old  spirit  od'  kni^litiiood  cliaracter- 
ises  a:r  ser\ice.  It  is  indi\itkial  work:  its  numbers 
arc  rehiti\-ely  tew.  I  like  one  cd"  the  .i\  iation  customs, 
not  lor  it>  chi\-alry  alone,  but  because  it  makes  one  feel 
more  kind.ly  to\\ard  th.e  (ier;--;!ns.  If  a  (ierman  avia- 
tor has  to  descend  in  the  Britisli  lines,  wliaher  from 
m,)tor  trouble  or  because  he  is  v.ir.^^d  bv  an  anti- 
aircralt  <j;un,  a  British  aviator  tbes  o\er  the  (ierman 
h'les  and  dr"ps  a  "  mcssaiic-baii;  "  with  k;nij:  streamers 
telhtv^-  uiiether  the  unfortunate  one  is  dtad  or  alive, 
and  the  dernia.is  i!  )  t'le  same. 


Some   morniMfjs  auo   I    saw   SL\-craI   youns^  soldiers 
witli  notebooks  goi;ig  about  our  village  street.     'Ihey 
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i-,crc  from  the  caJct  school  where  pri.atcs.  lro;ii  the 
trenches,  t.i'.^e  :i  course  and  return  with  chocohue  Jmps 
on  their  bLx\  e-'.v.nuls  as  commissioned  otiicers.      1  liis 
was  a  cour>e  in  hiUclinj;.      1-or  oar;,  is  not  an  arniv  in 
tents,  but  one  li\  in^'  "^  1' f'-'ne'i  iiouses  and  barns.       I  lie 
pupils   were  learning;  how   to  carry  out  this  delicate 
ta.I.;  for  delicate  it  is.      .\  stran-er  speakim:  another 
language  becomes  the  guest  wf  the  host  tor  wb.oin  he  is 
h^htir.g.      Mr.  At'.vins  receives  only  shelter;  he  sup- 
pfies  his  own  meals.     His  excess  of  marmalade  one 
sees  yellowing  tlie  cheeks  of  the  children  in  the  family 
where  he  i,  at  home.     Madame  objects  only  to  his 
efforts  to  cook  in  her  kitchen;  womanlike,  she  would 
rather  handle  the  pots  and  pans  herself. 

Tummv  is  thoroughly  instructed  in  his  duty  as  guest 
and  under  a  discipline  that  is  merciless  so  far  as  con- 
duct tiiward  the  population  goes;  so  the  two  get  on 
better  than  Trench  and  1-nglish  military  authorities 
feared  that  thev  might.  Time  has  taught  them  to 
understand  each  other  and  see  that  ditterence  in  race 
does  not  mean  absent  of  human  qualities  in  common, 
though  ditlerently  expressed.  Many  armies  I  have 
seen,  but  ne\er  ')ne  better  behaved  than  the  British 
army  in  I'rance  and  Ilanders  in  its  respect  for  prop- 
erty'and  the  rights  of  the  population. 

And  while  the  Hedgling  otHcers  are  going  on  with 
their  billeting,  we  hear  the  t-r-r-t  of  a  maciune  gun  at 
a  machine-gun  school  about  a  mile  distant,  where 
picked  men  also  from  t!ie  trenches  receive  instruction 
in  the  u';e  of  an  arm  new  to  them.  '1  here  are  other 
schools  within  sound  of  the  guns  tcaJiing  the  art  ot 
war  to  an  expanding  army  in  the  midst  of  wur.  wittt  the 
tcichers  bringing  their  experience  from  the  battledine. 
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"Their  shops  and  their  houses  nil  !i:i\c  frMnts  of 
glass,"  wrote  a  Sikh  soldier  home,  '"  aiul  e\cn  the  poor 
arc  rich  in  this  liountiful  lanii." 

Sikhs  and  (jhurkas  and  l^ayuts  and  P.ulKins  and 
Gherwalis,  the  brown-skinned  tribesmen  in  India,  have 
been  on  a  stranj^e  ()d\ssL\,  brin^in;;  pieturescjuencss 
to  the  khaki  tone  of  inodun  w.;r.  Ai.i"u[danes  inter- 
ested them  less  than  a  trottinjr  ^h,^  in  a  wheel  for 
drawinjij  water.      Thev  \\(Jii!d  watch  that  for  hours. 

Still  Iresli  in  minil  is  a  scene  when  the  air  seemed  a 
moist  sponi^e  and  all  abo\e  the  earth  wr.s  drip^infj;  and 
^11  under  loot  a  mire.  I  w.is  ho:nesiek  for  the  Hash  on 
the  wind(jws  of  the  New  York  skyscrapers  or  the 
gleam  on  the  I  ludson  of  that  brli^ht  sunlij^ht  in  a  tlrier 
air,  that  is  the  secret  ot  the  An'eriean's  nervous  ener<j^y. 
It  seemed  to  me  that  it  was  enouj^h  to  ha\e  to  cxi^t  in 
Northern  France  at  that  season  of  the  year,  let  alone 
fighting  ( jerm.ms. 

Out  of  the  tirizziy,  misty  rain  along  a  muddy  road 
and  turning  past  us  came  the  In.lian  cavalry,  which, 
like  the  British  cavalry,  had  fought  on  foot  in  the 
trenches,  while  their  horses  let!  the  leisure!',  life  of  true 
equine  gentry.  Erect  in  their  s;uLiles,  their  martial 
spirit  deiiant  of  th.e  weather,  their  black  eves  flashing 
as  they  looked  toward  the  reviewing  ofHcers,  troop 
after  troop  of  these  sons  of  the  East  jnissed  b>,  every 
one  seeming  as  lit  for  re\iew  as  if  he  had  cleaned  his 
uniform  and  ei]uipment  in  his  home  barracks  instead 
of  in  French  barns. 

One  asked  who  had  trained  them:  who  had  fash- 
ioned the  brown  clav  into  resolute  and  loyal  obedience 
which  stood  tl:e  test  of  a  Flanders  winter?  What  was 
the  force  which  could  win  them  to  cross  the  seas  to 
fight  for  England?     Among  the  brown  faces  topped 
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v.ith  tiirlvin-,  appeared  occasional  white  faces.     1  hcsc 
were  tlie  tiKn;  tliCNC  the  inri.e. 

The  marvel  ua>  not  th  it  the  Indlins  wore  able  to 
fight  as  we!;  as  thcv  cKul  in  that  climate,  but  that  they 
fought  at  all.      What  welcome  summer  brought  trom 
thei'^r  gleaming  black  eve.l      Julv  or  August  couKl  not 
Ik-  to.    h  .t  for  tVem.      On  a  plateau  one    afternoon  I 
saw  them  havin-  a  gxmk.nu.      It  was  a  treat  tor  the 
King  ,,t  the  Belgian.,  who  his  IkuI  few  holidays,  m- 
dceT.  this  last  vear.  and  for  the  I  rench  peasants  who 
came  fmm  the  neighbourhocul.      Yelling.  wiUl  as  they 
were  in  tribal  davs  before  the  Briti>h  brought  order 
and  peace  to  India,  tiie  horsemen  galloped  across  the 
open  space,  picking  up  handkerchiefs  from_  the  grour.d 
and  impaling  tent  pegs  on  their  lances.       I  he  WenJi 
peasants  clapped  their  hands  and  the   British   Indian 
oiTicers    said,    "(iood!"    when    the    perh)rmei-    suc- 
ce.  .led.  or.  "  Too  bad  1  "  wh.  n  he  failed. 

If  y.ui  asked  tlie  otHcers  for  the  secret  of  the  Indian 
I'liipiVe  the\  said:  "\  try  to  be  fair  to  tlie  na- 
tivel:  "  which  means  that  thev  are  just  and  even-lem- 
per^.I.  An  enormoi:^.  loose-jointed  machine  the  Brit- 
ish I'mpire.  whiJi  s.  ns  sometimes  to  .reak  a  bit  but 
vet  holds  together  for  that  very  rea-ui.  Imperial 
weiudit  mav  have  interfered  with  British  adainabihtv 
to  t?K  kind  of  warfare  which  was  the  one  kind  that  the 
Germans  had  to  train  for;  bat  certainly  some  I'ngh.h- 
men  must  know  how  to  rule. 

That  chur.h  bell  across  the  street  from  our  chateau 
begins  it.  clangour  at  dawn,  summoning  the  l  rench 
wo'men  and  children  . 'm\  the  old  men  to  the  heUs  in 
harvest  time.  !'>ut  it>  peals  carrying  across  the  tarm- 
lands  are  softened,  by  distance  and  sweet  to  the  t.:eJ 
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workers  in  tho  evening'.  In  the  iiinni'iif;  Its  peal  in 
their  tars  tcHs  fhcm  that  the  Jav  is  hm^'  and  they  have 
much  to  ilo  hetorc  dark.  After  that  thom^ht  I  nc\er 
cornplainetl  because  it  ro!)beii  nie  of  riiv  sleep.  1  tVIt 
ashamiJ  rmt  tn  he  up  and  Joinj;  iu\^dt\  and  wurked 
uith  a  better  spirit. 

••Will  they  do  it?" 

W  e  asked  this  questifin  as  often  in  our  iiuss  in  those 
Aii.i^ust  days  as.  Will  the  Russians  lose  Warsaw? 
Would  t!ie  peasants  be  able  to  yet  in  their  crops,  with 
all  the  able-bodied  men  away?  I  Iku!  Inside  informa- 
tioii  from  the  vilhii:e  niay(.r  a.-d  t!ie  h!aek.--;ii;th  and  the 
baker  that  !h.\  woi.M.  A  li:MiK;al  exjKTt.  the  baker. 
Of  course,  he  said  that  IVanee  would  yo  on  iV'htin;i  till 
the  (k-rman  was  beaten,  just  as  the  old  Ji-.en  an.fthe 
\von;e;i  and  eliiklren  said,  wliether  tiie  JiurJi  bell  w.:s 
clangina;  the  niatins  or  tlie  :in-e!us.  ll.it  there  w;  ■, 
the  tjuestion  of  linances.  it  tm.k  u\>:\:\-  to  li;4ht. 
1  he  Americans,  he  knew,  had  iiiore  niune\  than  the) 
knew  uhat  to  do  with  —  as  I'uropLans  universally 
think.only.  person.db.  I  lind  th.it  I  was  o\erl  .o!..d  in 
the  distribution  —  and  if  they  would  loan  the  Allies 
some  of  their  spare  billions.  Ciermai'.v  was  surely 
beaten. 

.\  busv  man  the  blacksmith,  and  brawny,  if  he  had 
no  spreadinif  chestnut  t:\e:  busy  not  onlv  shoein.ir 
tarmiiorses.  but  repairing;  American  reapers  and  bimh 
trs,  whose  owners  prolited  exceedingly  and  saved  the 
day.  Hut  not  ,ill  farmers  felt  that  thev  could  afford 
the  charge,  'lijcse  kept  at  tluir  small  patches  with 
sickles.  Gradually  the  carpets  of  ^old  \\a\in<^  in  the 
breeze  became  bundles  lyini^  on  the  stubble,  and  ^reat 
coni:al  harvest  stacks  rose,  while  children  jr.;thcred 
the  stray  stems  left  on  the  j^ruund  by  tlie  reapers  till 
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tiu-y  ha  J  'iTinunsc  hou(]iK-ts  of  u  !uMr-hc:uls  unJcr  tlicir 
nr!)i<;.  (.iinu^h  tn  m.ikc  two  or  tl'iw  Imvc,  (it  the  pitni 
dr  winchj,-  th:it  the  baker  soKi.  So  the  peasants  (i'.il 
it;  thcv  wnn;  anel  this  was  some  cnnipensation  tor  tiic 
h-ss  of  Warsaw. 

One  inornhiL;  we  heard  troops  niarehin:j;  i^ist.  \v!i;.!» 
was  not  unusual.  Hut  these  were  Ireneh  tro.^ps  ;n 
the  British  zone,  en  route  t'rom  somewhere  In  Trance 
to  somewhere  else  in  1  ranee.  There  was  not  a  person 
letr  in  any  hou-e  in  th;it  \illa-e.  I-;veryboJv  was  out, 
with  afleetion  ^'lowln<^  in  their  c\es.  I  or  tlie^e  were 
their  own  —  their  soUliers  ut  !•  ranee. 

When  vou  see  a  cert  lin  W.'^  limousine  n\in^  a  small 
British  tlaLT  pass  vou  know  that  it  lielon^s  to  the  C  ■  m- 
maruler-in-Chiet':  and  thou-h  it  may  be  oceupieJ  onlv 
bv  one  of  hl^  aiJes.  often  you  will  have  a  f^lin-.pse  of 
a  man  with  a  s(iua;-e  chin  and  a  droopin-^  wlnte 
moustache,  who  is  t!ie  sole  one  anion.:;  the  huiulreas  of 
thousands  at  the  I'.ritisli  front  who  wears  the  crossed 
batons  of  a  field  marshal. 

It  is  erroneous  to  think  that  Sir  John  I'rench  or  anv 
other  co!iimander,  though  that  is  the  case  in  timeot 
action,  spends  all  liis  time  in  the  private  house  occupied 
as   head.quarters.   desii;nated   by   two   wisps   oi   tla-s. 
studvln}.;  a  map  and  sendin^r  and  recei\in:j;  messa.i^es, 
when   the   trenJi   Tne    remains   statio:iar\.      lie    inies 
here  and  there  on  inspections.      It  is  the  only  way  that 
a  modern  leader  may  let  his  otlicers  and  nun  know 
that  he  is  a  bein.^  of  tlesh  and  blood  and  not  a  n;ime 
signed  to  reports  and  orders.      -V  mae!i!ne-pin  com- 
pany  I  knew   iiad  a  surprise  when  restin*;  In  a  iield 
waitipiT  for  orders.      They  suddenly  reco<j;nlsed  m  a 
figure  coming  through  an  opening  in  a  hedge  the  su- 
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jircmc  l;c;ul  ijl  ilic  anii\'  in  I  imikl-.  I  hero  w  o 
!Kl\1  of  a  cill  to  r.ttcnlion.  'I'lic  clkM  was  li'. 
electric  shock.  hi^h  si.;it  c\  cry  iraii  to  his  place  ai;a 
Jiiaiic  Ills  bai.kb(inc  a  steel  roj.  i  iio-ie  vrosseJ  batons 
rcj-rts^iiteJ  a  di//v  altitude  to  that  battery  which 
haJ  ii;st  c(iir,e  oat  lr,i:;i  1  ii-'a.".vl.  Sir  Jv\v.\  walk-d 
up  aiul  ilo\-,  II.  I  ;ok:',_r  ()\,.r  ;:ic;i  ;i!ul  LHins  after  tlieir 
nine  months'  elnU  at  ho:;u',  -jnA  saiil,  "  X'cry  trood  I  " 
a:ul  \\a^  awav  to  other  insi^eaious  \\  litre  he  !7ii;j;hc  not 
nccc'ssaril)  say,  "  \  Lr\  ^(.mjJI 

rre(|uentl\  his  ins|-cit:  -ns  are  iornial.  A  battalion 
or  a  bri;^-;Je  is  drawn  up  in  a  iiehl,  '.)y  t';e\  march  past. 
i  lien  he  li'i.'lly  i7iakes  a  short  ^p^eJl.  On  one  occa- 
sion the  oiiicers  h  ul  arra-'ii^e.i  a  |l:;tloriii  tor  tlie 
speech-making.  Sir  j  Ijn  Liaxe  it  a  L;!;;ixe  and  tliat 
was  enoui;h.  ft  v/as  the  ^i\d  oi  su^h  j'latroiuis  erected 
for  Irm. 

"  In-'iwtior,:,  I  I  hey  are  second  n.iture  to  i:sl" 
sail!  a  ne.v  army  man.  "  We  wire  inspected  and  In- 
spected .:t  ii  !::'e  andi  we  are  inspected  and  inspected 
I  lit  liL'-e.  It  tp.ere  ,s  atutliinn  wronij  with  us  if  is  the 
i;eiierars  own  iault  it  it  isn't  iound  cut.  W'li.n  a 
general  is  not  in'-pectiMf^.  some  mail  Iroiiii  t!;e  medical 
corps  is  disinkctinij;."' 

li.ittalions  of  tlie  new  arm\'  ;ire  frequently  1  ilLted 
for  two  or  tliree  d.i\s  in  om"  \i!l.l^e.  1  he  barn  u[^  the 
road  I  kiii'w  is  capalde  ot  housing  t\vent\  men  and  one 
otiicer:  for  this  is  chalked  on  the  door.  Hefore  they 
turn  in  for  the  ni;j;!it  the  n:en  trcijuently  sini.  and  the 
sound  ot  their  \o::es  is  ple;isa:it. 

A  t\pical  inspection  was  one  tiiat  I  -^aw  in  the  main 
street.  Ihe  battalion  \e.is  drawn  up  in  lull  iJtarching 
equipment  on  the  ro.id.      ()i  tlin.-e  oiiicers  with  packs 
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Vuv.'t:  of  youth  to  acquire  a  clioc-olatc  drop  on  its  arm. 
The  scfLfcant  nuiior  v,as  an  ohl  refill. ir,  the  kmnviiic: 
backbone  of  the  battahon,  which  had  taken  tlie  tiien  of 
c!av  ami  tauuht  them  their  l^.\rs  ;iul  tlan  how  to  spell 
and  to  add  :'!ui  suhtraa  and  div  ivle.  '  >r.e  of  those  im- 
pressive red  caps  arriwd  In  a  car,  ami  ..e  izetieral  who 
wore  it  went  slowlv  up  and  down  the  line,  front  and 
rear,  c\am;nin_Lr  rifles  and  equipment,  while  tlie  \oun^ 
officers  and  the  old  serireint  were  hopin^r  that  Jon-s  or 
SnVitli  hadn't  ^^r^t  some  dust  in  his  ri!le-b;irrel  at  the  last 
mo'^vjnt. 

Ih-okers  and  carpenters,  ha-.kcrs  nnd  meJianics, 
clerks  and  labourer-,  tlie  luw  :;rmy  is  like  the  anny  of 
I'r.ince.  comp,),^(.\l  ,,f  .dl  lasses.  One  e\-cnin(j[  1  had  a 
ch.it  with  two  voaii;^f  fiircvs  in  a  batlallon  (juart.Ted 
in  tlvj  \illaLre.  \\ho  were  seated  beside  the  ro:s!.  !jo!!i 
cjViW  from  Ikickini'liaiPishire.  Hne  was  a  sch.oo'mns- 
t.r  and  th,e  otlu-r  an  architect,  'i'hev  w  ere  "  bunkies," 
\\\\<,  ch'urs. 

*'  Wiicn  did  you  enli-r?  "  I  ask.d. 

''  In  earlv  September,  afror  t!ie  Marnc  retreat. 
^^'e  thoui2;ht  th.;'.t  it  was  our  duty,  then.  Hut  ue"vc 
been  a  lonjjj  time  ar:i\in:.r." 

"  I  low  do  you  like  it?  " 

"  We  are  not  vet  n-.asters  of  the  lan'T'iaL'c.  we  find.," 
s;'.i<l  the  sch.oolmaster,  "  though  I  h.ail  a  pretty  ynod 
book  knowle  I'^c  ot  n." 

"  I'm  learninj;  th.e  ^^^cstures  fast,  th.ou^zh,"  said  the 
architect-. 

"  d'he  IVv-P-h  are  :dad  to  see  us,"  said  the  srh^-ol- 
master.  "  'I'hev  call  us  the  KeetJieenaires.  I  Iimkv 
the\-  thoi'^lit  we  W'^re  a  lonu  time  comint:^.  Piut  now 
we  are  iiere.  1  think  they  will  iind  that  we  can  hold  up 
our  {::id." 
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I  hey  had  the  fresh  comiM.xions  which  come  from 
hcaltiiy,  oiii.|..,,r  work.  'I'iierc  was  sonictiMii;.,'  en- 
Kn.fjii!.;';  in  their  hoyisliness  ami  their  \  iev.s.  lor\hey 
ha. la  u:J.r  rarv^e  of'  iiiter.-^ts  th.ui  tint  prMtesMonal 
soKlier.  Mr.  Atkins,  these  eiti/eris  uh,,  IkuI  taken  up 
arn's.  I  hey  knew  what  treneh-liuhting  nie.mt  by 
wi'r!;  in  pract'ce  trenches  at  Ivnie. 

"  nt  course  it  will  nut  he  .j-iite  the  same;  theorv  and 
practice  ne\er  a'-e,"  said  the  schoMhn-.ster. 

_"  We  «)iii;ht  to  he  well-grounded  in  the  principles," 
said  the  arihitect-- ima-ine  the  a\era:;e  Mr.  Atkins 
talkin<^  in  stnh_  lan-ii'-e  ! —'•  and  the:/sav  that  in  a 
week  nr  t\yo  ot'  aaiMl  experiLnce  v  m  willhaxe  mas- 
tered the  daails  tliai  could  not  be  tau.^ht  in  I'n-land. 
1  hen,  tnn,  ha\in:,r  shcl's  !iu;->,r  arou:ul  \ou  wdl  be 
strange  at  tirst.  Tut  I  think  our  hatt.ilio:i  will  ;rive  a 
n;ooii  account  of  It^clf,  ^r.  \11  the 
Th 


ijucks  mrn  ha\  e  I  " 


ere  crept  m  th.e  pride  ot  r.;i;!me:it.  of  localirv.  whidi 


is  so  characteristicalK   An^ln-Saxun. 


1  lie\'  ch.inij;e  1 
It  a  c;!rp(.;Uer,  a 


new  nrni\-  men. 


te  at  the  fr..nr,  these 

hnwer,  a  siL,nt-]Minter.  an  accountant, 
is  wanted,  you  ha\e  only  to  spe.tk  to  a  new  army  bat- 
t.-ilior  commander  and  one  is  forthconiinp  —  a  million- 
aire. t(K).  tnr  that  matter,  wlio  t^cts  his  shillinLl  a  dav 
lor  ser\  inu:  h.is  counM-y.  Tinir  intelligence  permittej 
the  architect  and  tlte  schoolmaster  to  have  no  i!lubii)ns 
rd)out  the  character  of  the  war  thev  had  to  face.  The 
p.ty  w.is  that  such  a  line  force  as  the  new  armv.  which 
h,.d  n.'t  hi  come  tre:uh  stale,  could  not  ha\e  a  Ircc 
space  m  whici)  to  i7iake  a  great  t;irning  movenienr,  in- 
stead o(  having  tc;  go  agahist  that  solid  battle-front 
Irom  Swit/eriand  to  the  Nortli  Sea. 


We  have  1 


lave  heard  enougli  —  (juite  entjugh  for  most  of 
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u5  —  about  the  (icrman  Crown  Prince.  But  tlierj  is 
also  a  priiice  uitli  tfie  I5ritisli  nrniv  in  !•  ranee.  No 
lieutenant  looks  voun^er  for  his  years  th.rin  t!iis  one  in 
the  (-renatlier  (iuar.ls,  ami  he  seems  of  the  ';;'.inc 
t\pe  as  the  ot!i'"s  when  \ow  see  him  in  iri  h'l'u'  \\  'h 
his  regiment  or  otf  for  a  ualk  sirokinu'  a  hriiir-wooil 
There  are  some  oflieers  who  WMuKi  rather  not 


pipe, 
aceonipanv  lurn 


him  on  his  walks,  for  he  cm 


f;-^   r:-:] 


far.  lie  makes  retiulir  re]iorts  ot  l,;s  '^ 
aiul  he  has  oppo'tunities  for  lea.rnin^^  whiih  other  sub- 
alterns lack,"  for  he  mav  have  both  the  staft  ami  the 
armv  as  pergonal  instruetors.  Otherwise,  his  lite  is 
that  of  any  other  subaltern;  for  there  is  an  instrument 
called  the'  British  Constitution  w!ii  Ji  re;^ulates  m:;nv 
thinp.  A  little  shy,  very  desirous  to  learn,  is  Albert 
I'dward.  Prince  of  Wales,  heir  to  the  throne  of  dreat 
Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  Fnipire  of  India.  lie 
might  be  tailed  the  willing  prince. 

'i'his  was  one  of  fhc  shells  that  hit  —  one  >>!  the 
hundred  that  hit.  The  time  was  summer ;_  the  place, 
the  r.a  Bassee  region.  Probablv  the  'ighting  was  all 
the  harder  here  because  it  is  so  largely  bliiui.  When 
you  cannot  see  what  an  enemy  is  doing  you  keep  on 
pumping  shells  into  tlie  area  which  he  occupies;  you 
take  no  risks  with  him. 

The  viL.itor  may  see  about  as  much  of  what  is  going 
on  in  the  La  Bassee  region  as  an  ant  can  see  of  the 
surroii.uling  landscape  when  promenaiiing  in  the  'jra-^s. 
The  onlv  variation  in  the  llatness  of  the  land  i- 
(nerworked  ditches  which  try  to  drain  it.  Look  up- 
wird  and  rows  of  poplar  trees  along  the  level  and  a 
'icdgc.  a  grove,  a  cottage,  or  trees  and  shrubs  around 
it,  limit  vour  vision.     Thus,  If  a  breeze  starts  timidly 
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in  a  field  it  is  stoppcJ  bclV.rc  it  ^ocs  far.  Tlint  "  hot 
cnriuT  "  ib  .ill  the  hotter  for  a  liiiniiM^  fu!v  sun.  The 
army  water-carts  whiJi  run  haek  tu  ucIN  (itcdo]  water 
are  busy  !iILii_^'  enipty  tanteens.  uhiK-  shrapnel  trims 
the  heJf^es. 

A  stretcher  was  hein;,^  borne  into  t!ie  df)orwav  "f  an 
cst.iDiin,  t  whivii  had  escaped  Jestructiim  bv  shells,  .nd 
al):i\-e  the  Jdor  was  ehalkej  s<mv  Ictterin.u;  whiJi  iruil- 
cated  that  it  was  a  tir^t  clearin;^'  station  t'or  the 
wounded.  I.vin^r  on  other  stretchers  on  the  lloor  were 
some  wounded  men.  (){  the  two  nearest,  one  had  a 
l'anda;:e  anmnil  his  he. id  and  one  a  bind.i^e  an.  .nd 
Ills  a'-.-n.  i'he\  li.id  been  stunned,  uhiLh  w.i.  only 
natural  when  \oii  ha\e  been  as  close  as  the  had  to  a 
sliclMiurst  —  a  sh  J]  th.:t  made  a  hit.  'I'lie  cuncu^von 
w.is  bound  to  ha\  e  thi>-  eflc^r. 

A  third  man  was  the  !)eNt  ilhistration  of  sliel!  dc- 
structi\eness.  Bullets  make  onlv  liolcs.  hhclls  make 
Soui,a's.  tra.ctures,  pulp.  He,  to,.,  had  a  bandatrcd 
head  and  h.ul  been  hit  in  se\era!  places;  but  the 
Worst  wound  w„s  in  tl;.-  !c<^r,  uliere  an  arterv  had  been 
cut.  lie  u.is  weak,  with  a  sort  ot'  uhcre-.im-I  look 
in  his  exes.  It  tb.e  fr.iu'mcnt  wliiJi  had  hit  his  Ic^ 
had  hit  his  heatl.  in-  his  ne:k.  or  liis  abdomen,  he  would 
haw  been  killed  inst.mth.  lie  was  an  illustration  of 
how  hard  it  is  to  kill  a  man  e\en  with  several  >hell- 
lra,!;mcnts.  unless  some  of  them  strike  in  the  rii^ht 
place.  1  or  he  was  .Ljoint,^  to  li\-e:  the  surL^.-on  ii.id 
whispered  the  la.t  in  lii->  ear,  tliat  one  im-portant  fact. 
1  It   had  be.iten  the  C.erman  shell,  after  all. 

Returning  In  the  same  roatl  In  which  we  c.ime  a  mo- 
tor car  r.m  swiitK  In,  the  onlv  kind  of  car  allowed  on 
that  road.  We  had  a  glirnjise  (>i  the  b'^  painted  red 
cross  on  an  ambulance  side,  and  at  the  rear,  where  the 
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airtnip<;  were  ri  1Ic\l  u;''  for  \cntil.itinn.  of  four  pairs 
of  soKlicr  boot-soles  at  the  end  of  four  stretchers, 
whicli  h.ul  been  sl'ul  int-i  place  at  the  (Stiifiiitict  by  the 
sturdy,  kiiivily,  experienced  medical  corps  men. 

Only  one  ambulance,  ilu^t-ciA  ered,  nf  tlie  colour  of 
the  ri  ul  it>5Ll;  came  alon;j,  el.:;r  ot  any  !i!  ist  of  sliells; 
iiothitiL^  ;;r  the  front  seruis  t'le  ^.ame  chill  di>\vn  the 
sc>ine  a^  the  thi'ii;^ht  ot  a  man  wounded  by  a  sliell  beinji 
hit  a  seciiiul  tune  by  a  sh^Il.  It  rarcK  happens,  so 
prdmpt  and  so  sl'rewd  is  the  work  ot  the  l\u\al  Army 
Me.i:'- il  Cnrps. 

Before  v.-  rc:'c!ied  the  viHa^^e  the  ambulance- 
passed  us  on  t!:..  •  b:;ck  to  tlie  t'^l^nriiuc!.  \'ery 
soon  a.fler  tb.e  shell-burst,  a  telephone  bell  had  runj; 
down  the  line  from  the  extreme  tront  (.ailing  tor  an 
ambulance  and  st:;tin;^  the  number  of  men  hit,  so  that 
e^■c^vbocly  would  know  what  to  prepare  tor.  .\t  t!ic 
vi!!;!;-;c,  uhij)  was  (Uitside  the  immediate  danji;er  /one, 
was  another  clearinj.;  station.  Ilere  the  stretchers 
were  taken  into  a  house  —  taken  without  a  jolt  b\  men 
who  were  specialists  in  handling  stretchers —  tor  any 
rcdrcssin.c;  if  netessarv.  before  another  ambulance 
started  them  on  a  journey,  with  motor  trucks  and  stalf 
automobiles  gi\  iii'j:  ri^ht  of  wav.  to  a  spotless  white 
hospital  ship  which  would  take  them  home  to  l'!nj;land 
the  new  ni!;ht. 

It  had  been  an  incident  of  life  at  the  front  and  of 
the  organisation  of  war.  causing;  less  llurrv  than  an 
ambulance  call  to  an  accident  in  a  great  cit} . 
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Thf  rcoM.  hchl,„i  a:,  nrmv-M.i;,arv  .raji.in.s  -  The  -  r.fruUr." 

^-M.u..,i  u,unpl,,v  an  i,.Mi„ct -The  ^..Hant  nri;M. 
E  rc^nnna.  ,,,._.  perfect  ins..„.enr  -  M.  Tl,„.a, 
A.k,  ,,  ....  „  ,,,ula,Kl  af,..r  ,he  Nrarnc- Dnpirc-wid. 
pr„l,.„s  nu.  „rs,  vcar  wa,.n,e- Makin,  a  new  armv- 
K.ulun.r    ,l,c    r„an_Charac,eris,ics   of    ,he    lUlv.U-Tl;    last 

f.u,lal  -.;:aliMi<-..r.a:,;.a,u.,._.Tumng,h..  Ku.;  h""  " 
-  I  c  l,r„.h  ,v-,e  p<.,.i.s-,>eedo,n  nr  "  vcrLotn,  "  on  ev.rv 
s.M-ct    <<.r,uT.>-l.,K:I.UHl's    s,„r.llc-.    1,1.,...  .    v    ,    u.   ,,,„,. 

TwRr.rMinri  th.  summc:-  of  ,,, ,  ,  ,[,,  ,,„..|  ,  ^„ 
nskiuir.  W  hat  ;,b„,,t  tlic  ncu  ['.ritlsi,  arrnv"^  \\Uy  ,y.,^ 
It  not  ;.tt:Kkin-  at  the  opporrunc  monu'nt  whcn'Cic'-- 
minv  w.,s  thrnuin;^  her  ueiuht  nj^ainst  Russia?  A 
lacilc  nnsuor  ,s  casv;  in.KHd.  ladle  answers  arc  ol 
^avs  easv.  L  nl^aj-pilv.  t!:ev  are  rarJv  correct. 
Aone  that  uas  :;,n  en  m  this  instance  was.  to  mv  mind, 
ihev  s.u,;,^ht  tn  put  a  li:in:cr  nn  one  cielinitc' caiiscr 
again,  on  an  in.iivl^iu.il  or  a  set  ot  individuals 

J  he  reaso-,s  uere  manifold;  .,s  nil  as  Waterloo,  as 
/'•csii  as  the  last  speech  in   i'arlin.v.ent.      Thev  were 


c\cr  raised 


inherent  in  the  .\nul().Sa\(.n  r.ue.  Who 
y-iceanJs.^i.  i  his.  or  that.  , mm  iui.  arc  responsible ! 
should  hrst  have  looked  into  1,1.  ov.;,  mind  and  into 
the  Instorv  of  hi-  race  and  then  into  a  mirror.  I  c'st 
ot  all  shoi.ld  any  Ainerican  have  been  -,■'■!  d  bv 
the  delav. 

"Oh,  wc  should  ha-e  done  better  th.in  that  —  we 
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arc  Americans!"  I  hear  my  countrymen  say.  IVr- 
lia[is  \\c  sh.HiKi.  I  hope  so;  I  l)tl:i\c  s  >.  1  he 
British  puhhe  thouLiilit  that  thcN  u\re  jjoinjj;  to  d.)  hot- 
ter; military  men  were  surprised  that  they  Jul  as  well. 

Alon:^  witli  laws  anil  lant;uaL;c  ur  li;ue  inlierited 
our  militarv  ideas  trom  I  ti^laml.  in  man\  iiualitics 
we  are  ditterent  —  a  distinct  t\;"e:  hat  in  nothim;  are 
ue  moi-e  like  the  I5rilish  than  in  o'.;r  aiiitude  t.'\\:ird 
the  soldier  ami  toward  war.  1  he  eh  ira(.ter  (  I  air. 
army  rellects  th.e  character  ot  its  people.  .\n  arm\  is 
tlic  tist;  l)ut  the  musele,  t!)e  strenLjth  ni  the  ;  li\s:eal 
crj^misin  hefiiiui  the  Mow  in  t!ie  \^".^^:,  run  helon;j;  to 
•die  pefiple.  What  tiiev  ha\e  prep.iied  tor  in  pe.ue 
liiev  reeei\  e  in  war,  wliieii  dee:>Ls  wiiether  they  !ia\e 
l)een  lisiiii,^  in  the  paradise  ot  a  tonl  nr  oi  a  w  i^e  man. 

.As  a  bov  1  \\as  hrou^lit  u\^  to  heliese,  as  a.n  inh.'rit- 
anee  ot'  the  American  l\e\ olution.  t!iat  one  Ameri>.an 
could  whip  two  I'.nnlishmen  and  ti\e  or  six  ot  anv 
other  natior.alit\-,  which  made  the  t'cat'iers  oi  tlie  caLrlc 
perched  on  the  national  escutcheon  look  flossy.  It 
was  a  satist'vinLT  sort  ot'  faith.  Americans  had  iiever 
tried  live  cr  six  of  anv  ti''st-class  liL'htm;^  race:  but  tiiat 
was  not  a  tl'ouuht  wliiili  occurred  to  me.  As  we  had 
won  \Ictories  o\  er  the  I'mrlisli  ;'.nd  the  1"p,lj!.s|i  h.ul 
whipped  the  FreiKh  at  Waterloo,  the  conclusion 
seemed  obvious. 

I-'ni^lish  bovs,  I  uiulerstand,  :!No  had  been  brou;dit 
up  to  belie\"e  that  one  !•  iiL^lisliman  could  whip  t!\e  or 
six  men  of  any  other  nationality,  but.  I  take  it  tnr 
granted,  onlv  two  An  '-icans.  I  his  clothed  t!ie 
British  lion  with  niajcst}',  wiiile  tiie  lower  ratio  ot  su- 
periority over  Americans  reParneil  the  compliment  in 
kintl  from  the  sons  cjf  the  lion  to  the  sons  ot  the 
eagle. 
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•Y'-f  '  'n;-':m  to  rca^i  iiismrv  fnr  nivsclf  ;in  I  to 
tiiin,<  as  I  r.,1.1.  I  hninJ  that  uluii  Hnt.-li'  aii.i  Amcri- 
cans  h:ul  PKt,  the  Kuur.Is  ,,„  vhlKr  siJc  ucrc  s..lic!. 
tnu.  ah. , lit  havi„;r  supcri,,,-  fur.  .,.  ,„.!  i„  .as,-  „f  .hUs 
r'l  tu.)  t|.  n;,c  thrv  ina.ic  a  "  stratc-lo  retreat." 
\\  hen  e;t.ier  sije  uas  l>eateri,  t!ie  <ithcr  ' 
plaineii   t.h.'t  he   was 


ii\\a\s   e\- 
(uere.uiie  In    superior  niimhers, 
tliouL'h  perhaps  the  aJversary  ' 
or  iiiie.M  ]HT  cent.  a,l\antaL:e 
t!ie    llrltisii   had   not    whipped 
niiiiiheis  on   the   CUntlru'nt  o|' 
I' vpcditionar', 


i  nree  inai 


as 


they 


i.id  not  rTiore  th'n  fen 
I  h^u  I  l^arnLd  that 
ive  or  si\  tiin.'s  thJr 
I'lirope.  I  he  British 
''■'■•-   an  (.(tort  to  i!o  so 

:!t    AP.ns  as  uas  ever  attempted   in   h;stHr\,   !.-[ 

did  ncit  suceeeiL 

It  uas  a  rc-ular  army  that  fou^'lit  at  Mons.      The 

onlv  tuo  f.rst-dass  nations  uliij,  depend  upon   r..'u. 

lars  to  do  tlieir  fiKhtm-  are  t!ie  Hritish  and  the    \!ne"ri. 

can.       Ihis   is   tlie   \ital    point    uf  siinilaritv    uhiJi    is 

the  praciieal  manif esration  of  our  niilitarv  id  -as       We 

have  been  the  earth's  .;>o;h,l  e!,i!d:-en.   thanks  to  the 

salt  seas  hetueen  us  and  ndier  p.owerhd  n)i'!r,rv  n  ^. 

tinns.      15efnre    anv    ..'ther    pnu.r    o^::l\     re:Ji'thc 

Lnited   Stales   it   ituist   o\eruhcI;ii    t 


,    ,        -  *^"    Hridsh   na\-v, 

and  then  it  must  <.\eruhehn  ours  and  hrin-  its  t-,,rccs 
HI     transpnrts.      Sea-pouer,     u.u     sav.       1  hat    i,    the 

f..chc  w<,rd.  so  readv  to  the  lips  that  ue  .lo  nor  realise 
thcv.-onder  oi  a  anv  more  than  of  the  sun  rising  and 
sc'ttino:.  '^ 


\  *  ! .  e ; 


,  -^^^-^."-v't  soldier,  our  plan  still  is  to  advertise 

;;'.'■  ''!;T  '''^;va^s  ..f  our  aiKvstors  remain  ours. 
\W'  thuw  that  tne  volunteer  must  neccssarilv  make 
K-  ,>est  s.Kl-er  heeause  he  offers  his  services;  while 
the  .ons.npr—  ratlier  a  term  of  opprobrium  to  us — 
nuist  be  hakewarn,.      It  liardly  occurs  to  us  that  some 
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lorins  ()l  pcrsu.ishiii  mav  amouiir  t  >  c()iiscri}H!.i:'!,  or 
ili.it  tiic  \.'Iuntci.T.  unii  hy  oratdri^.il  .ipp^.il  :,>  his 
ciiitJtuMii  or  liy  bocial  prc^Miiw  may  suiter  a  rc,:vt.>.ii 
alter  cnl;^t^lc^t  uh'.Ji  will  make  liini  IiikLuarm  alau, 
particularly  as  lie  sees  olliers..  aKo  ymnL,'  ::iKi  lit,  ha  '■^• 
ii;;i;  \)A^k.  Nor  does  it  oeeur  tn  i.-i  that  tlure  m;;\  be 
\irtijc  i.i  tli.it  ler\()ur  nt  iiatiiuuil  i-atrli>ti>m  amuse.!  by 
the  comm.iiui  that  all  imi^t  ser\e,  wh^!)  mi  tiie  Ccii- 
tluent  in  t!il>i  war,  h.is  meant  U!ii\ers.i!  e\altatiiin  lo 
sacritire.  I  he  h'le  ot  jniK's  me.'n^  as  m  : Ji  to  him  as 
t!ie  lite  (i|  ^m:th  Jnes  to  him;  aiul  when  the  w  !iolc 
ii.ition  is  called  to  arms  there  ou;;hr  to  be  no  tasoiir- 
ites  in  lite-^ivinj^. 

1  iir  the  hist  luimlred  xear-^.  it  wc  except  t!ie  Ameri- 
can Ci\il  War,  oars  h,i\e  b^en  ciimparati\'elv  little 
wars.  I  lie  British  reu;ular  army  has  pviliced  an  em- 
pire am!  sent  ininiti\'e  expciiitions  aj^aiiist  reltellious 
trill. s  with  paucity  ol  numbers,  in  a  \\"vk  wliivh  the 
I'l-itisli  so  v.ell  uiiderst.md.  <  )ur  little  reji;ular  army 
took  care  I't  th.e  Red  Indians  as  our  Irontijr  adv.uued 
from  the  Alles^henies  to  the  I'.uilic.  To  put  it  bkmtly. 
we  have  hirv.d  some  one  to  ilo  our  l'.'.;hti:iLj  tor  us. 

Without  ever  ser:<aisl\'  stiuKiii^  the  b,is:Me>s  nt  sol- 
dieri:l:,^  the  a\er.iLje  An;^lo-Sa\iin  thought  nt  h;ms(.ll 
as  a  [1-tcntial  soldier,  t.ikini;  his  sense  ul  m.irtial  su- 
periority larL^elv  from  the  wo:!;  o(  th.e  1  MiL!;-ser\  ice, 
severelv  driiled  reijular.  AKo,  \\  e  us.'d  our  t:sts 
rather  tliaii  .l.i^^ers  or  duelliiiLj  swui'ds  in  personal  en- 
counters an  !,  man  to  man.  unequipj'ed  witli  lire-arms 
or  bi.uies.  the  ijualitv  whicli  is  respnnsi!ile  toi'  our 
sturdy  pioneeriiv^  indiN'idualism  g.i\e  us  conlidence  in 
our  physical  prowess. 

Alas!  modern  wars  are  not  fou'^'it  with  fists.  A 
knock-lciiecd  man  who  knows  iiow  to  use  a  inaehinc  gun 


4>-''     MV    VI    \R   ()|     I  111     (,ki    \|    w  \K 

and  Ins  on:-  f..  use  —  uii.Ji  ,s  .,Is,,  (juitr  iiiip(,rt.iiu  — 
coiihi  m„.v  dnun  .ill  the  kadinu'  li.  .1  vv-v.  tit^hts  ot  the 
LnitL\l  States  aiul  I  n.-huul.  with  thclati^i  champion 
Icatlin!^  the  tliarj^'c. 

Xow.  this  remilir  uh  .  won  our  Iitfic  wars  was  not 
representative  ol"  the  people  as  a  whole.  I  le  was  the 
mm  "cJ<;W!i  on  his  Iiuk,"  who  went  to  the  recrij;t;n" 
(Jepcjt.  Soltiieriii;;  heeanie  his  profession.  I  le  was  in 
a  class,  like  priests  ami  \aua!)onds.  When  \ou  pa.seJ 
hiin  in  the  street  \(.u  thoiiulit  .if  liiii;  is  a  stran^^e  be- 
m^,',  hi.t  one  of  t'ie  neeessities  ot  n.iti-nal  existence. 
It  dui  not  interest  vou  t;)  he  a  soldier;  hut  as  there 
must  lie  soldiers.  \oi,  were  ^I.id  that  men  wh;)  would 
be  soldiers  were  fortlu'omint,^ 

When  tro.ible  br.'ke.  how  \ou  needed  him!      When 
lu  u  s  o(   h:s  :.;a!lanrr\   \-ou  accepted 
ol    tills   IIMII   uIioiM   \ou   had 
leas;n   i<\    nation 


the  wire.s  broiiL'lit 

tile  .kc.U  ol  tiiis  nrin  wlioin  \ou  had  paid  as  the  re- 

cour.ii;e.  whiji  tlirilled  sou  with 
a  sen.->o  01  national  siiperio:  it\ .  |o  him.  it  was  in 
the  course  of  duty;  what  lie  had  been  paid  to  do.  I  le 
i^'.d  nor  I  arc  about  luin-r  r  ill,  J   ,  I,,.,-,.,  i,,.^  u  .0 .j 


ihd  nor  .arc  about  bein-  called  a  hero;  but  it  please 
the  public  to  rr-ake  him  ,uie_this  professional  wh 
fi.^lirs  tor  a  sliillmix  ;i  d.i\  in   I'n-land  and  .S1-.50 
month  in  the  I'nited  St  !tes.  ' 

'iiiuuu'h   wlKn    the   e:onp.!i-n    went   well   the   public 


was   readv   ti)   take  tlie  credit    as   a    personal   tribute. 
u-hen  the  campaign  went  illv  tliev  sought  a  scapef;oat 
and  the  ^'cneral.    ulio   nu-ht  have   been   a   hero,   was 

cent-   f.T    »l. :i    1 _  I  .  .  ' 
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stinitions  the  puMic  was   to  bl.irno.   as  the    [v;lilic   is 
master  u(  the  army  and  nut  the  armv  of  the  public. 
A  first  impression  ot  the   iiritisli  annv   is  always 

I'ride  of   regiment  sometimes 


that  of  th 


e  regiment. 


appears  almost  more  ileep-seated  th.m  armv  priJe  to 
the  outsitier.  It  his  lHe;i  so  lon^r  a  part  ot  British 
martial  inheritance  that  it  is  bred  in  the  IiImo.I.  In  the 
old  days  of  small  armies  and  in  tlie  later  days  of  small 
wars,  while  Juirope  was  mikinj^  e\ery  tiian  a  soldier 
by  conscription.  reyim>  nt  vyinii  with  regiment  won 
the  battles  of  etnpire.  The  n-.emory  of  the  part  each 
reji;iment  playeil  is  the  inspiration  ot  its  present;  its 
existence  is  inseparable  from  the  traditions  of  its  long 
li  r  of  battle  honours. 

1  he  British  public  loves  to  read  of  its  (iiiards'  rcgi- 
muit  and  to  watJi  them  in  their  bnlliant  uniforms  at 
re\ie\v.  When  a  cadet  comes  out  of  Sandhurst  he 
names  the  regime:;t  uliiJi  he  wisIiLS  to  join,  in^tead  of 
being  ordered  to  a  certain  regime;it.  as  in  West  !*oint. 
It  rests  with  the  rei^imeiitai  conmiatuler  whether  or 
not  he  is  acceptcil.  ]re(]uently  t!ie  \ouiig  man  of 
wealth  or  tamily  ser\  es  in  the  ( .iiards  or  another  crack 
regiment  for  a  while  and  rt signs,  usually  to  enjov 
the  semi-lei-^iirely  life  uhiJi  is  tlie  fortune  of  his  in- 
heritance 

I  hen  there  nre  the  c.tunty  line  regiments,  such  as 
t;ie  Yorkshires,  the  Rents,  and  the  Durhams.  In  this 
\v;!r  each  count;  uantcii  to  read  abi>ut  its  own  regi- 
ments at  the  same  tiiiie  as  abuur  the  (iuards.  just  as 
Kansis  at  home  would  want  to  read  ah'iit  the  Kansas 
rei'iments  an.I  (Georgians  .ibn'it  the  Cieorgia  regiments. 
i  he  most  trying  feature  of  the  cenMirship  to  the 
Brltish^  public  was  its  refusal  to  allow  the  e\|doItat;on 
ot  regiments,     'i'he  st..ii  wa^  adamant  un  this  point; 
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f.-r  the  staff  was  t'  r.k'.ni:  for  t!ic  wlvAc  .  n  1  "I  the 
interests  of  the  ui.  ile.  In  the  I'rcnJi  and  the  der- 
man  armies,  as  in  our  regular  army,  th,e  regiment  was 
known  by  a  number. 

The  voung  man  who  hws  in  tlie  biu;  house  on  the 
hilh  the  son  of  the  man  of  wealth  and  power  m  ti;e 
conimunit\-,  as  a  rule  lioes  not  ^n  to  \\  t^t  I'oinr. 
None  of  the  youth  of  t)ur  self-called  aristocracy, 
which  came  up  the  golden  road  in  a  ^encratnm  past 
those  in  modest  circumstances  who  hue  generations 
of  another  sort  back  of  them,  think  of  going  into  the 
I'irst  Cavalry  or  the  I  irst  Infantrv  for  n  few  years 
as  a  part  of  tiieir  career.  A  few  riJi  men's  sons  en- 
ter our  armv.  but  onlv  enough  to  pro\e  ihe  rule  by 
the  exception.  'J'hey  do  not  regard  t!ie  army  as  "  t'le 
thing."  It  docs  not  occur  to  them  tlrit  thev  ought  to 
do  something  for  their  countrv.  Rather,  their  coun- 
try ought  to  do  something  tor  them. 

But  sink  the  plummet  a  little  deeper  and  these  arc 
not  our  aristijcracy  nor  our  ruling  cla>s,  which  is  too 
numerous  and  too  sound  of  thought  and  principle  for 
them  to  feel  at  home  in  their  company.  One  boy. 
howe\er  luinible  his  origin,  mav  go  to  West  Point  if 
he  can  pass  the  competitive  e\aminati')n.  _  l.ur-pe, 
particularlv  dermany.  would  not  approve  (^f  this:  but 
we  think  it  tiie  best  wav.  The  average  graduate  of 
the  I'oint.  whether  the  son  of  a  doctor,  alawver,  or^a 
farmer,  sticks  to  the  armv  as  his  prolession.  We 
maint:;in  West  Point  for  the  strict  business  purpose 
of  teaching  vmmg  me!i  how  to  train  our  army  in  time 
of  peace  and  to  lead  and  d.irect  it  in  time  ol  action. 

Our  future  oilicers  enter  West  Point  when  thev  arc 
two  years  younger  than  is  the  average  at  Sandhurst 
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the  course  is  four  years  compared  with  two  at  Sand- 
hurst. I  shouUl  venture  to  say  that  West  Point  is  the 
harder  grind;  tliat  the  graduate  of  the  Point  has  a 
more  specitically  academic  military  training  than  the 
graduate  of  Sandliurst.  This  is  not  saving  that  he 
mav  be  anv  better  in  the  pertormance  ot  the  simple 
duties  of  a  company  ollicer.  It  is  not  a  new  criticibm 
that  we  train  everybody  at  West  Point  to  be  a  gen- 
eral, when  many  of  the  students  may  never  rise  above 
the  com-nand  of  a  battalion.  However,  it  is  a  sig- 
nificant fact  that  at  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  every 
army  commander  was  a  West  Point  man  and  so  were 
most  of  the  corps  commanders. 

The  doors  are  open  in  the  British  army  for  a  man 
to  rise  from  the  ranks;  not  as  wide  as  in  our  army,  but 
open.  The  Chief  of  Stall  of  the  British  Hxpediti(;n- 
ary  Force,  Sir  William  Robertson,  was  in  the  ranks  for 
ten  years.  No  man  not  a  West  Pointer  had  a  posi- 
tion equivalent  in  importance  to  his  at  the  close  of  the 
Civil  War.  His  rise  would  have  been  possible  in  no 
other  European  army. 

But  West  Point  sets  the  stamp  on  the  American 
army  and  Sandhurst  and  Woolwich,  the  engineering 
and  artillery  school,  on  the  British  army.  At  the  end 
of  four  years  at  West  Point  the  men  who  survive 
the  hard  course  may  be  tried  by  courtmartial  not  for 
conduct  unbecomii\g  an  otHccr,  but  an  officer  and  a 
gentleman.  They  are  supposed,  whatever  their 
origin,  to  have  absorbed  certain  qualities,  if  they  were 
not  inborn,  which  are  not  easily  described  but  which 
we  all  recognise  in  any  man.  If  they  are  absent  It 
Is  not  the  fault  of  West  Point;  and  if  a  man  cannot 
acquire  them  there,  then  nature  never  meant  them  for 
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him.  Frniii  tlic  time  he  entered  the  school  tlie  ^dv- 
eminent  lias  paid  his  way;  and  he  is  cared  for  until  he 
dies,  if  he  keeps  step  and  avoids  courtinartials. 

His  position  in  life  is  secure.  His  pay  counting 
cvcrythinr;  is  better  than  that  of  the  average  graduate 
of  a  uni\'ersity  or  a  tirst-cl.iss  professional  school,  who 
practises  a  profession.  Wt  only  three  boys,  I  re- 
member, wanted  to  go  to  West  Point  from  our  con- 
gressional district  in  my  youth.  Nothing  could  bet- 
ter illustrate  the  fact  that  ue  are  not  a  military  people, 
from  West  1'  lint  they  go  out  to  the  little  army  which 
is  to  fight  our  wars;  to  the  posts  and  the  Philippines, 
and  become  a  world  in  themselves;  an  isolated  caste 
in  si)itc  of  themsehcs.  I  am  not  at  all  certain  that 
either  the  British  or  the  American  officer  works  as 
hard  as  the  German  in  time  of  peace.  Neither  has 
the  practical  incentive  nor  the  determined  driver  be- 
hind him. 

I'or  it  takes  a  soklier  Secretary  of  War  to  drive  a 
soldier;  for  example,  Lord  Kitchener.  Those 
British  officers,  who  applied  themselves  in  peace  to  the 
mastery  of  their  profession  and  were  not  content  vith 
the  day's  routine  requirements,  had  to  play  chess  with- 
out chessmen;  practise  manaaures  on  a  board  rather 
than  with  brigades,  divisions,  corps,  and  armies. 
They  became  the  rallying  points  in  the  concourse  of 
untrained  recruits. 

German  and  French  officers  had  the  incentive  and 
the  chessmen.  The  Great  War  could  not  take  them 
by  surprise.  They  took  the  road  with  a  machine 
whose  parts  had  been  long  assembled.  They  had 
been  trained  for  big  war;  their  ambition  and  intelli- 
gence were  under  the  whip  of  a  definite  anticipation. 

A  factor  overlooked,  but  even  more  significant  than 
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training  or  staff  work,  was  that  what  nii.i^ht  be  cnllcc 
martia'  team-play  had  become  an  instinct  with  the  cun 
tincn'.al  peoples  through  the  necessity  ot  their  situa- 
tion. I  his  the  Japanese  also  possess.  It  is  f!ie  riijiit 
material  reaily  to  han-l  for  the  buiKler.  V,)t  that  it 
is  the  kind  of  material  one  admires;  but  it  is  the  riglit 
material  for  makin>:  a  war-mai.  hine.  One  !i:id  only 
to  read  the  expert  riilitary  criticism  in  the  British  and 
t!ie  American  press  at  the  outset  of  t!ic  war  to  realise 
how  vague  was  the  truth  of  the  continental  situation  to 
the  average  linglishman  or  American  —  but  not  to 
the  trained  British  staff. 

So  that  little  British  Expeditionary  Forco.  in  ratio 
of  number  one  to  twenty  or  thirty  of  the  Irench  arm\, 
crossed  the  Channel  to  help  save' Belgium.  ( .;d!antrv 
it  had  worthy  of  the  brightest  chapter  in  the  immortal 
history  of  its  re:>iments  from  Quebec  to  Kaml.diar, 
from  Waterloo  to  South  .\frica.  Guards  and  Hussars, 
Highlanders  and  I.owlanders,  kilts  and  breccks.  Con- 
naught  Rangers  and  Royal  Fusiliers,  Duke  of  Well- 
ingtOMS  and_  Prince  of  Wales'  Own,  come  .;gain  to 
Flanders.  The  best  blood  of  England  was  leading 
Tommy  Atkins.  Whatever  British  aristocracy  is  or 
is  not,  it  never  forgets  its  duty  to  the  England  of  its 
fathers.  It  is  never  ingrate  to  its  fortune.  The  time 
had  come  to  go  out  and  die  for  England,  if  need  be, 
and  these  officers  went  as  their  ancestors  had  gone 
before  them,  as  they  would  go  to  lectures  at  Oxford, 
to  the  crieket_  lieKl  and  the  polo  field,  in  outward 
phlegm,  but  with  a  mighty  passion  in  their  hearts. 

I  he  Germans  affected  to  despise  this  little  armv. 
It  had  not  been  trained  in  the  mass  tactics  which  hurl 
columns  of  flesh  forward  to  gain  tactical  points  that 
have  been  mauled  by  artillery  fire.     You  do  not  use 
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liiasb  t.utics  against  B(xrs,  nor  apal('..^t  Atr.kiis  or 
Filiplnus.  ft  is  Jlfllcult  to  coiiihinc  I'.c  two  kiiuis  of 
cilicicncy.  1  hose  who  v.crc  on  tlic  niar>.h  to  tl'.c  re- 
lief of  the  I'ckiiii^  legations  recall  how  tiie  d^rinans 
were  as  ill  at  case  in  that  kiiul  of  v.oik  as  the  Ameri- 


can ;in« 


British  were  at  home.  ft  iiuuie  us  m'siuilLfe 
tiie  deriuans  and  the  Gerni;ins  mi^juJ^je  lis  when  rhev 
ti. .night  of  us  as  trNing  to  make  war  on  the  Continent 
ot  luirope.  A  small,  mobile,  regular  army,  formed 
t<)  go  o\er  seas  and  march  long  distances,  uas  to  tight 
in  a  wa*-  where  mdlions  were  engaged  and  a  day's 
march  wcnild  co\er  an  immense  stretcii  of  territory 
in  international  calculations  of  gain  and  loss. 

1  or  its  own  purposes,  the  British  ] expeditionary 
I'orce  was  well-nigh  a  perlect  instrument.  .\s  (]uan- 
tity  of  ammunition  was  an  important  factor  in  trans- 
port in  the  kiml  of  campaign  which  it  was  prepared 
lor,  its  guns  were  the  most  accurate  on  a  given  point 
and  its  s\stem  of  fire  adaincvi  to  tliat  end;  but  the 
1- rench  system  of  lire,  with  plentiful  ammunition  fi'om 
near  bases  over  fine  roads,  was  better  adaj)ted  for  a 
continental  ca;npaign. 

To  the  last  button  that  litt'e  army  was  prepared. 
Man  for  man  and  regiment  for  regiment,  I  sliould  say 
it  was  the  best  force  that  ever  fired  a  shot  in  Furope; 
this  without  regard  to  national  cliaracter.  As  l"ng- 
land  must  make  e\ery  .  ular  soldier  count  and  as 
slie  i,le[ieniled  upon  the  euiciency  of  the  ie\v  rather 
tiian  on  numbers,  she  had  trained  her  men  in  mus- 
ketry. No  continental  army  could  aftord  to  allow  its 
soldiers  to  expend  the  amount  of  ammunition  on  the 
target  range  that  the  British  had  expended.  Only  by 
pr:'.ctise  can  \()U  learn  how  to  shoot.  1  his  gives  the 
soldier  contidencc.     He  stays  in  his  trench  and  keeps 
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on  shooting  because  he  knows  that  he  can  hit  those 
advancing  figures  and  that  this  is  his  best  proiection. 
Ihc  more  I  learn,  tiie  more  I  am  cmp.\  inced  that  the 
CicTmans  ou-ht  to  have  got  the  British  J-xpcditionarv 
1-orce;  and  the  Germans  were  very  surprised  that  they 
did  not  get  it.  With  their  surprise  tievehjped  a  re- 
spect for  British  arms,  reported  by  all  visitors  to  Ger- 
many. 

Mr.  1  homas  Atkins,  none  other,  is  tlic  licro  of  that 
retreat  from  Mons.  The  first  statue  raised  in  Lon- 
don  after  the  war  ought  to  be  oi  him.  If  there  had 
been  five  hundred  thousand  of  him  in  Belgium  at  tl;e 
end  of  the  second  week  in  August,  Brussels  would  now 
be  under  the  Belgian  flag.  Like  manv  other  good 
things  in  this  world,  including  the  French  army,  there 
were  not  enough  of  him.  Many  a  company  on  that 
retreat  simply  got  tired  of  retreating,  though  orders 
were  to  fall  back.  It  dug  a  trench  and  lay  down  and 
kept  on  firing —accurately,  in  the  regular,  business- 
like way.  reinforced  by  the  "stick  it"  British  char- 
acter—untii  killed  or  engulfed.  This  held  back  the 
flood  long  enough  for  the  remainder  of  the  army  to 
retire. 

Not  all  the  generalship  emanated  from  generals. 
I  like  best  that  story  of  the  cross-roads  where,  niih 
Germans  pressing  hard  on  all  sides,  two  columns  in 
retreat  fell  in  together,  uncertain  which  wav  to  go. 
With  confusion  developing  for  want  of  instructions, 
a  lone  exhausted  staff  officer  who  happened  along  took 
charge  and  standing  at  the  junction  in  the  midst  of 
shell-fire  told  every  doubting  unit  what  to  do,  with 
one-two-three  alacrity  of  decision.  His  work  fin- 
ished, he  and  his  red  cap  disappeared,  and  I  never 
could  find  any  one  who  knew  who  he  was. 
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After  tlic  retreat  and  after  tlic  \ictory  of  the 
Marne,  what  was  Fnifhiiul's  pusiiion  :  I  he  a\erai;e 
I-.n^hslinian  had  thought  that  Ilni^land's  part  in  the 
alHance  was  to  send  a  small  arniv  to  I'rance  and  to 
take  care  of  the  (jermaii  tleet.  l'nL'land"s  fleet  was 
her  first  cons'uleration;  that  nuist  be  served;  h  ranee's 
demand  lor  rilles  and  su[-»pllcs  mast  he  attended  to 
before  the  liritish  demand:  Serbia  needeii  supplies; 
Russia  needed  supplies;  a  rebellion  thrcatenetl  in 
South  Africa;  the  Turks  th'-eateneil  the  invasion  of 
]"n;ypt.  l'n;'J;ind  hatl  to  spread  her  enerj^v  out  o\er 
a  vast  empire  uith  an  army  that  b:\d  barely  escaped 
annihilation.  I^\'ery  soldier  who  tought  must  be  sup- 
plied o\er  seas.  Cierman  officers  put  a  man  on  a  rail- 
road train  and  he  detrained  near  the  tronr.  I'-very 
I]riti^h  soldier  had  to  go  aboard  a  train  and  then  a 
ship  and  then  disembark  from  the  ship  and  go  aboard 
anotlier  train.  F.\ery  article  of  ord.Tance,  engineer- 
in;;,  medieal  supply,  food  sup^ply,  must  be  handled 
four  times,  while  in  Germany  they  need  be  handled 
but  twice.  Anv  railway  tratlic  manager  will  under- 
stand what  this  means.  Both  the  British  supply  sys- 
tem aiul  the  metlical  corps  were  mar\els. 

Germany  was  stronger  than  the  British  public 
thought.  Germany  and  Austria  could  put  at  the 
front  in  tlie  first  six  months  of  the  war  practically 
double  the  number  which  the  Allies  could  maintain. 
Russia  had  multitudes  to  draw  from  in  reserve,  but 
the  need  was  multitudes  at  the  front.  There  she  was 
only  as  strong  as  the  number  she  could  feed  and  equip. 
In  the  first  year  of  the  war  F'ngland  suffered  380,000 
casuakies  on  land,  six  times  the  number  of  bayonets 
that  she  had  at  .Mons.  .Ml  this  wastage  nuut  be  met 
before  she  could  begin  to  increase  her  forces.     The 
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length  of  line  on  the  Western  front  that  slie  was  hoK!- 
ing  was  not  the  critcricm  of  her  citort.  Thi.  Frcncli 
who  shared  with  the  British  that  terrible  Vpres  salient 
realised  this. 

Aside  from  tiie  regulars  she  had  the  Territorials, 
who  are  much  the  same  as  our  National  tiuard  and 
varied  in  equality  in  the  same  way.  Native  Indian 
troops  were  hrouj^ht  to  I-'rance  to  face  the  diabitlical 
shell-tire  of  modern  ^uns,  and  Territorials  went  out  to 
India  to  take  the  [dace  oi  the  British  regulars,  uho 
were  withdrawn  tor  1-Vance.  I".\ery  ritle  that  1  n^- 
land  could  brin<^  to  the  assistance  of  tlie  1  rent. h  in 
their  heroic  stand  was  a  rille  to  the  j^ood. 

Meanwhile,  she  was  niakinsj;  her  new  arinv.  For 
the  first  time  since  Cromwell's  dav.  all  classes  in  1' nfj;- 
land  were  goin^  to  war.  Making  an  army  out  of  the 
raw  is  like  building  a  factory  to  be  manned  by  expert 
labour  which  you  have  to  train.  I.et  us  even  suppose 
th.at  the  factory  is  ready  and  tli.it  the  proprietor  must 
mobilise  his  managers,  overseers,  foremen,  and  la- 
bour from  far  and  near  —  a  force  indl-iduallv  com- 
petent, but  which  had  never  before  worked  together. 
It  would  require  some  time  to  organise  team-plav, 
wouldn't  it?  Particularly  it  would  if  you  were  short 
of  managers,  overseers,  and  foremen.  To  express 
my  meaning  from  another  angle,  in  talking  once  wifh 
an  English  poftery  manufacturer  he  said: 

"  We  do  not  train  our  labour  in  the  pottery  dis- 
trict.    We  breed  it  from  generation  to  generation." 

In  Germany  they  ha\-e  not  only  been  training  sol- 
diers, but  breeding  them  fi'om  generation  to  genera- 
tion. "\'ou  may  think  that  system  is  wrung.  It  may 
be  against  your  ideals.  But  in  fighting  against  that 
system  for  your  ideals  when  war  is  violence  and  kill- 
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must  ha\c  weapons  as  ctlectivc  as  the 
You  express  only  a  part  of  Genniuiy's  pre- 
paredness by  savin;;  tliat  the  men  who  left  the  plouuh 
and  the  shop,  tlie  factory  and  the  olTice,  bceanie 
trained  soldiers  at  the  cominana  of  tlie  st.itt  as  soon 
as  they  were  in  uniform  and  had  rifles.  I  hesc  men 
had  the  instinct  of  military  co-ordination  bred  in  them 
and  so  iiad  their  otTicers,  while  l".n}.;land  had  to  take 
men  from  the  plough  and  the  siiop,  the  factory  and 
the  office,  and  equip  them  and  teach  them  the  rudi- 
ments of  soldiering  before  she  could  consider  making 
them  into  an  ariny. 

It  was  one  thing  for  the  spirit  of  British  manhood 
to  rise  to  the  emergency.  .Another  and  even  more 
important  ret]uisite  went  with  it.  If  my  country  ever 
faces  such  a  crisis  I  hope  that  wc  also  may  h:ne  the 
courage  of  wisdom  which  lea\es  an  expert's  work  to 
an  expert.  I-ingland  had  Lord  Kitchener,  who  could 
hold  the  imagination  and  the  confidence  of  the  nation 
through  the  long  montiis  of  preparation,  when  there 
was  little  to  show  except  repetition  of  drills  here  and 
there  on  gloomy  winter  days.  It  reiiuired  a  man  with 
a  big  conception  and  patience  and  authority  to  carry 
it  through,  and  recruits  with  an  unflinching  sense  ot 
dutv.  The  iinmensity  of  the  task  of  transfonning  a 
non-military  people  into  a  great  fighting  force  grew 
C:\  one  in  all  its  humdrum  and  vital  details  as  he 
watched  the  new  army  forming. 

"  Are  you  learning  to  think  in  big  numbers?  "  was 
Lord  Kitchener's  question  to  his  generals. 

Half  of  the  reguhir  officers  were  killed  or  wor-si,  1. 
Where  the  leaders?  Where  the  dnllmasters  for  the 
new  army?  Old  officers  came  out  of  retirement, 
where  they  had  become  used  to  an  easy  life  as  a  rule, 
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to  twchc  hours  a  Jay  ot'  hard  ap[ilIi.atio;i.  "  Duj^- 
outs  "  thvy  were  calkJ.  \'ctcraii  nun-CdiTiniissioncd 
ofTiccrs  h.ul  to  drill  new  (incs.  It  was  dcnionstralcd 
that  a  ^ootl  infant  r\  soMicr  can  be  made  in  six 
montlis;  perhnps  in  three.  Hut  it  takes  seven  months 
to  build  a  ritle-phmt;  nian\  more  months  to  make 
guns  —  .Mid  the  ni\y  must  never  be  stinted.  1':  b- 
ably  the  ]!n;;libh  are  slow;  slow  and  tlujrounhi^oiii .;. 
They  are  good  at  the  finish,  but  not  quiek  at  t!ie  start, 
rhey  are  used  to  winning  the  List  battle,  which  they 
say  IS  the  oiie  that  counts.  I  he  complacency  of  em- 
pire with  a  century's  power  was  a  handicap,  no  doubt. 
We  are  inc'ined  to  lean  forward  on  our  oars,  they  to 
lean  back — u'lich  does  not  mean  that  they  cannot 
lean  forward  In  in  cMiergency  or  that  they  lack  reber\o 
streni^tli. 

Public  imp.uiencc  was  inevitable.  It  could  not  he. 
kept  silent;  that  is  the  I'.nglish  of  it  —  the  .\merican, 
too.  \\'e  demand  to  know  what  is  being  done.  It 
was  not  silent  in  the  Civil  War.  l-'rom  the  time  that 
-McClellan  started  forming  his  new  army  until  the 
Peninsula  was  six  months,  if  I  remember  rightly. 
Vun  -Moltke,  who  built  the  German  staff  system,  said 
that  the  Ci\il  War  was  a  strife  between  two  armed 
mobs;  though  I  think  If  he  had  brought  his  Prussians 
to  N'lrginia  a  year  later,  in  '63.  which  would  have 
ended  the  Civil  War  there  and  then,  he  would  have 
had  an  interesting  time  before  he  returned  t(j  Berlin. 

The  British  new  army  was  not  to  face  another  new- 
army,  but  the  most  thoroughly  organised  military  ma- 
chine that  the  world  has  ever  known.  Not  only  this, 
but  the  Germans,  with  a  goud  start  and  their  systeni 
established,  were  not  standing  still  and  waiting  for  the 
British  to  catch  up,  so  that  the  two  could  begin  again 
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even,  but  were  adapting;  tlKins(.l\c  to  the  new  tea- 
tures  ot  the  war.  'I'hey  h.ul  been  the  worKi's  arms- 
makers.  With  vast  rnuniticn  phiius  ready,  their 
i'euJal  socialistic  orf^anisation  couKl  in. ike  the  iiio^t  u^ 
theii'  resources  in  men  and  material. 

More  than  two  niiUion  I''n;ilibhinen  went  to  the  re- 
criiiti!"..ii  depots,  thoM;^h  no  invader  Jiad  set  lo^tt  (jii 
their  soil,  and  ottered  to  ser\e  in  I'rance  or  v.Iierever 
they  were  needed  over  seas.  If  no  ina^ic  could  put 
rilles  in  their  hands  or  summon  batteries  of  ^uns  to 
f(,Il()W  tl;em  un  the  mareh,  tlie  fact  of  their  \oiunteer- 
in^^  when  tiuN  knew  by  wntchin'r  from  day  to  da\  the 
drud^'ery  that  it  meant  and  whit  trench  warfare  was, 
shows  at  least  t!;at  t'le  rac^'  is  liot  yet  decadent.  Per- 
haps we  should  have  lione  better.  No  one  can  know 
until  we  trv  it.  If  liberal  treatment  by  the  ^n)\ern- 
me)it  and  the  course  set  by  Secretary  Root  means  any- 
thimj.  our  stalt  ou-ht  to  be  better  eijuipped  tor  sucii  a 
task  than  the  I'n^li^h  were;  this,  too,  only  war  can 

decitie. 

\Vhatsoe\er  of  pessimism  appearevl  in  the  Rritibh 
press  was  telej^raihed  to  .\merica.  Tessimisni  was 
not  permitted  in  the  German  i^ress.  Ima<iine  Ger- 
many holdln^i;  contrcd  of  the  cable  and  allowing  press 
despatches  from  Germany  to  pass  over  it  with  the 
freedom  that  Lin-land  allowed!  Imagine  Germany 
havini,'  waited  as  lont,^  as  Ijigland  before  making  cot- 
ton contraband!  The  British  press  demanded  in- 
formation from  tiie  government  which  the  German 
press  would  never  have  dared  to  ask.  I  have  kno\  n 
an  American  correspondent,  fed  out  of  hand  \n  Ger- 
many and  thankful  for  an\ thing  that  the  tearful  Ci  -r- 
man  war  n-.achine  might  vouchsafe,  turnhig  a  beUig- 
crent  when  he   was  in  London   for  privileges  which 
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he  wouKl  never  iuvc  thought  ot'  JcnKinding  in  Her. 
lin. 

It  an  lint^libh  sliip  uerc  n-portcu  sunk,  he  believed 
it  rnu^t  be,  despite  the  government's  ileniai.  Did  he 
RO  tu  tlic  Gertnans  and  ilemand  that  he  tni^ht  publish 
the  rumours  of  what  had  happened  to  the  Molikr  in 
t;:c  (iiih  of  Ki^'a,  or  liow  many  submarines  Cierminy 
h..;d  really  lost?  Ir.ilecd,  he  was  unci)nsciously  pay- 
ir.'^  a  compliment  to  IJritish  free  institutions,  lie  ex- 
pected more  in  Ijinland;  it  seemeii  a  right  to  him.  ns 
it  would  ;it  home.  I'nglishmen  talked  franklv  to  him 
about  mistakes;  he  licard  all  the  ^;ossip;  and  some- 
times he  coneluiled  that  l"".n;fland  was  in  a  bad  wa\. 
In  G'-r\n]'  su  'h  tal!;  wa;.  not  allowed.  I-'verv  (ier- 
nian  said  that  the  government  was  abst)Iutely  truth- 
ful: e'veiy  (iermnn  lielie\etl  all  of  its  rejiorts.  Hut 
ask  this  critieal  .\merican  how  he  would  like  to  live 
under  (Jerman  rule,  and  then  you  found  how  anti- 
German  he  wa,-  at  heart.  Xothinp;  succeeds  like  suc- 
cess, and  ( iermany  was  winning  and  telling  no  one  if 
she  had  any  setbacks. 

If  there  were  a  strike,  the  British  press  made  the 
most  of  it  fur  it  was  big  news.  T'essimism  is  the  Eng- 
lishman's natural  way  of  arousing  himself  to  fresh 
energy.  It  is  also  against  habit  to  be  demonstrativo 
in  his  ehort;  so  it  is  not  easy  to  understand  how  much 
he  is  doing.  Then,  pessimism  brought  recruits;  it 
made  the  L'.nglishman  say,  "  I've  got  to  put  my  back 
into  it '.  "  Muddling  there  was  and  mistakes,  such  as 
tluit  o(  the  method  of  attack  at  (iallipoli;  but  in  the 
miilst  of  all  this  disspiriting  pessimism,  no  English- 
man thought  of  anything  but  of  putting  his  ba.ck  into 
it  more  and  mt)re.  Lord  Kitchener  had  said  that  it 
was  to  be  a  lung  war  and  evidently  it  must  be.     Of 
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rnursc    Eimland's  misfortune  was  In  having  the  war 
cm^:  h.l-1n  the  transition  from  an  old  order  of  thmgs 

'°S::;iVd!r"^:r  shows  anything  it  is  that  basically 
En  character  has  not  changed.     She  std    has  un- 

a.n',ucrahle,  dogged  persistence  and  ^^J^^^^ 
this  kind  of  war  arc  not  among  the  least  adm.rabt  ot 
e  t  s  to  those  who  desire  to  hve  the.r  own  hve 
h  ir  own  va.  as  the  English-speakmg  P-ple  have 
done  for  live  hundred  years,  without  havmg  a  ^cr. 
hotcn  sign  on  every  street  corner.  tnfnntrv 

It  is  still  the  law  that  when  a  company  of  mfantry 
marches  throu-h   London  it  must  be  escorted  by   a 

s  superior  to  military  power.     It  .s  a  ^>"^^''^^^^  ^^^^^^ 
Fnrdishmen  have  fought  for  w.th  spades  and  p.tch 
forks  and  wh.      ve  have  fought  Enghshmcn  for.      My 
^n  i];a  is  that  England  is  iightu.g  f- -t  .n  th>s  st^g- 
n::i;!i,;,^r  timetd  J::pnence  before  she  could  strike 
her  sturdiest  blows. 


THE    ENT) 


r 
;S 

y 
1- 

)r 
)f 

cs 
/e 

T- 

ry 
a 
er 
mt 
:h- 

•ly 

^•as 
vas 
ike 


